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HENRY LITOLFF'S VERLAG IN BRAUNSCHW



Preface.

— S

H. Bertini's Studies (Op. 100, 29 and 32) are, for the pur-
poses of tesching, among the most approved of their kind
in the whole musical world. And with reason; for they offer
excellent material for study in the middle grade, and are
almost indispensable as a valuable musical supplement to the
more widely used studies by C. Czerny of the same grade.
Whilst C. Czerny, as representative of the Viennese School,
endeavours before all to give the student fluent rapidity and
technical certainty in figure and passage work, H. Bertini, as
representative of the French School, supplies still other sub-
jects of musical practice, viz: variety of rhythm, the different
kinds of staccato and cantando playing, expression in
relation to contrasted dynamic, richer modulation, tasteful
rendering of the musical ornaments, etc. And besides these, he
also bestows due care upon the technical factors, such as:
Scales, Chords, rapid Passages, Arpeggios, Double notes, etc.,
in order to develop a neat and effective facility of execution,
all of which accounts for the great favour in which his Studies
are held.

But among the 73 Studies which are contained in Op. 100,
29 and 32, there are a number, whose value and importance
at the present day can only be conceded conditionally; for on
the one hand they often contain material of very little impor-
tance educationally, sometimes also two or more are very
much alike, and on the other hand theré are Studies by other
composers which contain the same matter in a more practical
form, It appears judicious, therefore, in this new edition to
leave out all these and to retain only those that have proved
to be really useful for teaching. Consequently 50 of the Studies
have been selected and the Editor has taken pains to reproduce
the text in accordance with modern demands.

For this purpose it was necessary:

a) To carefully arrange the Studies in fresh groups and
in gradually progressive order.

b) To alter in accordance with modern ideas the original
text-representation, which in regard to clearness and
convenience in reading left much to be desired.

¢) To divide the text itself into Sentences and Periods
and these again into Motives and Sections, in order
to ensure a correct performance of its contents.

d) To correct the original Time-signatures in several
places.

e) To fix the tempo by means of metronome marks.

f) To supply a2 more modern fingering in many places
where Bertini’s fingering has become obsolete.

g) To shew the manner in which the different musical
ornaments should be played.

h) To add pedal marks in certain places, either for ful-
ness of sound or convenience of execution.

The division into Motives and Sections has been effected:

a) By slurs, which require that the last note should
be detached when their ends are separated, and an
uninterrupted legato when their ends are joined.

b) In staccato passages, or where legato and stac-
cato are mingled together, or where there are rests,
the division is indicated either by separating single
notes from the group, or by the limits of the cres-
cendo and diminuendo signs.

A correct division of the sentences will make their dyna-
mical execution apparent, because the nature of such divisions
is that each has a dynamical point of altitude, approached by
acrescendo and followed by adiminuendo. This applies
also to the execution of musical Sentences, hence their Motives
and Sections all tend to a common point of intensity, {(which
is indicated by rénforzando = strengthening) not only in the
Melody but also in the Bass and harmonic Figuration.

Unaccented beats, syncopations, organ points, harmonic
and melodic dissonances, interrupted or deceptive cadences as
transitional modulation often require special accents which are
indicated by sfor >. Suspensions are marked with a line over
or under the note of suspension. They are generally to be
looked upon as special accents and to be played, where they
are of a melodic nature, by means of pressure and a slight
extension of their value (in Allegro passages by accent only)
out of the frame of their surroundings.

Capital letters shew the commencement of the Sentences,
Periods or Parts and are, in studying, to be considered as
indications of what is to be practised in groups.

Additions made by the Editor (corrected time-measure,
expression and metronome marks) are enclosed in brackets.

Special care has been given to the establishment of a
rational fingering upon principles in conformity with modern
advanced pianoforte technique.

Dresden.
Heinrich Germer.



