ACT TWO

CLEOPATRA is lying on a hundred silk pillows on a raised platform stage left. She is dressed in the briefest of
gowns and Diaphanous train. She is fanned by her nubian slaves. Complete luxury abounds. Smoke pours forth
from urns of incense. She is watching with keen interest a slow dance stage right, performed by THREE MEN
and a young WOMAN. Seductive and slow, their bodies intertwine.
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The dance, called the “Black Widow”, portrays the men’s pursuit of the maid. When she is caught, she stings and
kills them. The dance ends with a clash of cymbals as the last man is stung to death.
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Act I, cont. (2)

~y
%n troppo allegro.
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Act II, cont. (3)
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Act II, cont. (4)
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Act II, cont. (5)
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Act II, cont. (6)
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Act II, cont. (8)
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Act II, cont. (9)
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Act II, cont. (10)
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Act II, cont. (86)
Rome, a year later. The scene opens in Caesar’s chambers. MAECENUS, his general, stands at his desk awaiting orders. CAESAR is
reading reports. In the room, around the perimeter, sit his SECRETARIES, who write down all his pronouncements and repeat them.
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