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MUSICAL AND POETICAL RELICKS

T H E

O F
WELSH BARDS.:
PRESERVED BY TRADITION, AND AUTHENTIC MANUSCRIPTS,
FROM VERY REMOTE ANTIQUITY;

NEVER BEFORE PUBLISHED.
TO THE BARDIC TUNES ARE ADDED

Variations for the Harp, Piano-Forte, Violin, or Flute.

WITH A SELECT COLLECTION OF THE

Pennillion, and Englpnion,
O, POETICAL BLOSSOMS, EPIGRAMMATIC STANZAS,
AND PASTORAL SONGS OF WALES, )
WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS. REGIA

Illhjr‘rl_‘f ‘ rql ] -
b AL E VTR

L
™

LIKEWISE, A GENERAL b el >

Biltory of the Barvs, and Pruivs,

FROM THE EARLIEST PERIOD TO THE PRESENT TIME:
WITH AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR MUSIC, AND POETRY.
TO WHICH IS PREFIXED, A COPIOUS DISSERTATION ON THE

Mufical Instruments of the Aboriginal Britons.

DEDICATED, BY PERMISSION,

TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES,
By EDWARD JONES,

BARD TO THE PRINCE.

(Native of Henblas, Llanddervel, Meirioneththire.)

THE THIRD EDITION, AUGMENTED, AND CORRECTED BY THE AUTHOR,
WITH ADDITIONAL PLATES.
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THE FIRST VOLUME.

o

¢ Si quid mea carmina ggﬁmr,

« Trawy ’r Dolydd taro’r Delyn,  Strike the Harp, whole echoes fhrill

“ Oni bo’r jds yn y Bryn ; Pierce and fhake the diftant hill ; “« Aonio_flatuam fublimes, vertice Bardos ;

0 gywair Dant, a gyr di Far along the winding vale  Bardos Pieridum cultores, atque canentis

« Awr orhoen i Eryn!” Send the founds, till every gale “ Phabidelicias, quibus eft data cura perennis
From the bright harmonic {tring ¢ Dicere nobilium clariffima fafla virorum,
Many a tone of rapture bring, “ Aureaque excelfam famam fuper aftra locare.”
And to Snowdon waft on high Lelandus i Affertione Arturi.
An hour of tuneful extafy ! |

MWGWWEWWWWMW
Loxpow : Printed for the AuTHor, at the Office of Robes, St. James’s Palace. 1808.

And fold by Wirriam MiLrer, Bookfeller, in Albemarle Street : by T. Pavnze, No. 88, Pall Mall: by Joun Waire,
at No. 63, in lz‘lu:et Street : by Longman, ReEs, and Co. No, 39, in Paternofter Row: by B. Crossy, and Co. in Stationers
Court : at Bircnarr’s Mufic Shop, No. 133 ; and Gourping, and Co. No. 117, in New Bond Street : at-Pasoresies-Mufie—

Shap, No.g7yintha.Strandsy and at CLemenT!, and Co. No. 22, in Cheapfide.

The following Works are publifhed by the fame Autkor;
National Greek, Walachian, and Turkifh Airs, with a Differtation, price 1§s.—Original German Waltzes ; Maltefe, and Nprwegiu
Airs ; Mufical Trifles ; and Popular Ballads ; price 7s. 6d. each ;—A Book of Mufical Mifcellany ; and, Mufical Remains, price

. 6d. each, w—— i
108 Entered at Stationers Hail. [Price 1/, 114, 6d.]
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JNEURIN, the Bard — — 16—17
Of the Bartle of /frioed Llwyvain, by Taliefin, - 13
Azallenaw Myrddin. or his Poem calledthe Orchard,  24—25

King Arthur’s Tomb difcovered from a Bard’s Song, = 36
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The three chief Palaces of King Arthur, — 37—80
The Knight-Counfellors of Arthur’s Court, —- 12
Thie golden tongued Knights of King Arthur’s Court, 10
The three undaunted Chiefs of King Arthur’s Court, I
The three Free Guelts of King Arthur’s Court, — 11
The three Compeers of King Arthur’s Court, — 12
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Or the two Britith Conquerors of France, — 117
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The A&s of the Britifh Princes, —- — 26
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Auntiquity of the Harp, — — go—g!1
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Aolus’s Harp, — —_— — 106
4nlaf. King of the Ifles, difguifed as a Minftrel, procured
admittance into Kng Athelftan’s Camp, —_ 94—05§
‘The Arcadians, and their delight in Mufic, — 97
Anecdote of Sir Roger Williams, and Marfhal Biron, 117
A curious Anecdote of Arnaud Daniel, a Troubadour, 52
The three Animals whofe Foot is as valuable as their
whole Body, T — — —_ 8o
Ar y-mér-ucha, or Armorica, — - I
Aizmon T I0T g
Blegywryd, King of Britain, called the God of Mafic, 1—&e.
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when they flourithed, 13—i14—15—16—48 to 52—87—88
The Court Bard or Laureat, the eighth Officer of the King, 27
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Acrt in Obfcunityand Sorrow, - 39—59—108
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Harp the Monarchal Song of Britain, — 3—27
A Bard obtained his pre~eminence by Mufical and Poeti-
cal Contelts, —_ — — 27—58

Requifites to become a graduated Bard, or Chair Bard, 30—3:
Various Orders of Bards in the time of Grufydd ab Conan, 29—30

Revenues, and Donations of the Bards, —- 33—86
A Bard received a treble Reward, e~ 56
The Inflitutes of the Bards, — — 28, &c.
Of eminent Bards, and Muficians, = — — 3738
‘The Conftitutional Syltem of the Bards became almoft
extin in the reign of Elizabeth, — 6

Page
Eifleddvod, or Congrefs of the Bards, in the reign of :
Cadwalader, &c. — — 25131
Bards, Muficians, and other Votaries of the Druidical
Ceremonies, wore wreaths of Qak, — t—89
The Bardic Regalia, or the Silver Harp, &c. 33—49—8:—39
The Chara@er of a Druidic Bard, -— 3—28—84—122
Celeftial Blue, or the colour of the Bardic Robe, Q—12

Of the Bards, afterlofing their facerdotal charafter, — 9

The three Primitive Inflitutional Bards of Britain, - 13
The three Principal Bards of Britain, — 10
F'he three bloody-fpear’d Bards of Britain, — 10
Of the three Enfign Bards, — — 82
Ot the three privileged Perfons who frequented Palaces, 8o
The three Duties of a Bard, — — 81
The thrée Memorials of the Bards, —_ 56—81
The Etymoloay of Bardd, - —_ T 2=—122
The Mailacre of the Bards, -— — 38

Mufical and Poetical Contefts of the Bards, 26—27—31--34—

46—47—s50—58—%5
Miffal, or the Service Book of Bangor, — 87

Englyn, on the Great Bell at Chrt Church, Oxford,

Of the latter Meetings of the Bards, &c. — :ri;
Beverages of the Ancient Britons, — — 21
Coins of Boadicea, Bladud, &c. - S 8
Bangor is Coed Univerfity founded by King Lucius,  — 3
Beli Maewr, one of the oldeft Hiflorical Fragments

refpe&ting him, — — G
King Brian Boeiromh’s Harp, — — 97
The Bell Harp, ) — —_ 107
Bleddyn ab Cynvyn eftablithed a Code of Laws, - 28
Bagpipes ufed by the Britons at a very early period, 116—117
Corn Buelin, or Bugle Horn, \ o— — 29—117
The Bugle Horn anciently in equal eftimation, both

to excite Heroifm, and as a Mead Cup, 118 —121
The Horn of the Bugle, tipt with filver, ufed for

drinking among the Gauls, -— —_ Y21
Brazen-horns found in Ireland, — — 121
The Bentwo, a Coromantee Mufical Inftrument, 114
Burlefque Ode on St. Cecilia’s Day, which was admirably

adapted to the common old Englith inftruments : wiz.

the Salt-box, Jaw’s-harp, Marrow-bones and Cleavers,

the Hurdy-Gurdy, &c. — 107—&c,
Belin, firlt buile the T'ower of London, and Belin’s gate, — x
The Battle of Gweny/lrad defcribed by Taliefin, — 20

The time of Clera of the Burds_, or Mufical Circuit, 33—57—86
The various Degrees of Bards, and Muficians in the latter

centuries, — - —_ 83—84—385

Bedd Cilbart, or the Grave of Killhart, — 78
C L]

The Cymry, or Welfh, delcendants of Gomer, —_ 1
Coats of Arms in ufe among the Britons from the

remotelt period, — — 1056
Fulius Cefar twice repulfed from Britain, — 6
King ﬂhﬁw&ffnﬂ’: Banquat, — —_ 6
Of Cara8acus, Cynvelyn, Carawn, Bladud, &ec. — 8
King Cadwalader prefided in the Congrefs of the Bards, 26
Anecdote of Hugh Llwyd Cynvael, — 78

Congrefs of Bards held at Caerawys in the reign of Elizabeth, 46
Carados of Llancarvan colle@ed the A&s of the Britifh Princes, 26
a3 Eﬁlrgl";n
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Colgrin befieged in the city of York by King Arthur, 9.
The Crath, — — 114—115
Of the three ftringed Crewth, or Rebeck, — 116
The Cornicyll, akind of Puftoral Pipe, —_— 116
Cybelyn, and Cadwgan, celebrated Harpers, and Compofers

of Wellh Mufic, — — §5—48
Counterpoint, or Harmony known to the Ancient Britons

prior to Guido, _— 29~ 34—35—36—105
The term: Canon (or Seng in parts,) appears in the Sixth

Century, — — 105
The three perpetual Choirs of Britain, — It
Clerwr, or Circuit Songlter, and his ocecupation, 33—8;
Glera of the Bards, or Mufical Circuit,  ~— 26—35-86
Cyff Clér, or the Butt of the Clér, — 34
A Cornifh Song ; Plays, &c ; the Cornifh began to lnfc |

their Celtic diale& in the reign of Elizabeth, — 69

Carn Buelin, — — 27117
The Cuckoo’s Song to Meirionydd, e 67
Craig y Deryn, in Merionethfhire, defcribed, — 28

Claudius Philips, the Harper ; his Epitaph by Dr. Johnfon, so
A Charter granted to the King of the Minfirels,
The Charge to the Minflrels, which was delivered in the

Mufic Court of the Honour of Titbury, 10 —i10—111—=112

The three Irrefiftible Chiefs of Britain, — 11
The three Undaunted Chiefs ef King Arthur’s Court, 11
Three things belonging to Compofition, — 82
Britith Coins, and Iron Rings of a certain weight, prior to

their intercourfe with the Romans. (And, fee farther

in Barfaﬁ': f"ﬁﬁguflff:_@"ﬂﬂi'nwaff, Chap. XII. p. 2538,

&c. and plate XXIII. fecond edition). — 8
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Britons, ~— —_ 11—"79==80
Britith Clergy {lain by Ethelvred, — 1
Of the Horn given by King Canute to the Pufty famlly, 121

A Stratagem of Malgewn to tavour the Poets at a Conteft, 26 .5
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The three Orders of the Druids, — 2imyomg
Druidical Verfes, —_ — 4—5
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in Britain, — — — §6="0

The different degrees of Perfons among the Ancient Britons, 57
St. Dunflan, accomplithed in Mufic: His Harp would
without the interpofition of any vifible hand, pour out

the moft harmonious Sounds, —— — 106
The Drum, — —_ — 117
Of Davydd ab Guwilym, the Bard, — 42—43—&e.
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The three Honourable Fealls of Britain, — 6—B80
The Fine for ftriking a Bard, or Harper, —_— 28
Of Freckled Faces, ——— - 69
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The Gododin, an heroic Poen, by Aneurin — 17
H
Hiftorical, or Antiquarian B.rds, — 10—~29~83;—&c.
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i ?a

I Lord Herbert of Cherbury’s rpitaph 1
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OF

THE ANCIENT BRITISH BARDS, AND. DRUIDS,

AND

THEIR MUSIC,

and the emigration of the Britons to Armorica

B

AND POETRY.

Y the Roman invafion, and the more barbarous excurfions of the Saxons, the Danes, and the Normans,

‘s by the freduent deftruétion of MSS *, and the mafla-

cres of the Clergy * and the Bards*, the Poetry and Mufic of Wales have fuffered a lofs, that has
thrown a dark cloud over the hiftory of thofe native arts, and for a long time threatened their total extinc-

tion. Yet from the memorials ftill extant, and the poesical and mufical compofitions which time has fpared,
we are enabled often to produce unqueftionable evidence, and always to form a probable conjecture, con-
cerning their rife and progrels among us ; fince there is no living nation that can produce works of fo remote
antiquity, and at the fame time of fuch unimpeached authority as the Welfh *.

Blegywryd ab Seifyllt, the 56th fupreme King of Britain, who reigned 28 years, and died 20659 years
after the Deluge, or about 190 before Chrift, of whom it is recorded, that he excelled all before him in
the Science of Mufic ; was called, for his extraordinary fkill in Vocal and Inftrumental Melody, The God q}‘

Mufic*, Le Brut 4 Angleterre, or Metrical Hiftory

of Brutus, reprefents Gabbet, or Blegywryd, as the

moft able mufician of his time, and {pecifies fix inftruments upon which that monarch could perform.

' Little Britain, now Bretagne, in France, was called in Cefar’s
time, Ar y-mor ucha’y i.e. on the upper Sea, and afterwards
inhabited by Britons, about the year of Chrift 484. A hundred
thoufand Britons, befides 2 numerous army of foldiers, went
out of this Ifland under the command of Conan, Lord of Me-
riadoc, now Denbighland, to the aid of Maximus the T'yrant,
againft the E or Gratianur, and conquered the faid country
ot Arymor-ucha, For this fervice Maximus granted to Conan and
his followers Ar'morucha, where the Britons drove out the
former inhabitants, feated themfelves, and ereéted a Kingdom,
which lalted many years under feveral Kings, and where their
fuccellors to this day ipeak the Welfh language, being the third
remnant of the Ancient Britons. This Conan of Meriadoc,
was Nephew to Eudaf King of Britain, See Drychy Prif
Ocfoedd, by Theophilus Evans. Caradoc’s Hiff. of Wales, by
Wynne, p. 8, and Lewis’s Hifl. of Great Britain, p. 143. fol.

The Cymry, or Welfh, are .defcended trom Gomer the eldclt
fon of Japheth, fon of Noah; whofe offspring were the origin
of nations, and who divided on the carth after the flood. Genefis,
Chap. 10, ver. 32.

*"The Wellh nobles, who were captives in the Tower of Lon-
don, (formerly called the White Tower, part of which is itill
known by that name,) obtained permiffion that the contents of
their libraries fhould be fent them trom Wales, to amuie them
in their folitude and confinement. This was a frequent practice,
fo that in procefs of time the Tower became the principal repo-
fitory of Welfh literature. Unfortunately for our hiltory and
poetry, all the MSS. thus colleted were burnt by the villany
of one Scolan, of whom nothing more is known. Gutto’r Glyn,
an eminent Bard, who flourifhed in the 14th century, has in
ene of his poems the following paflage ;

Llyfrau Cymry au llofrudd
Dr Twr Gwyn acthant ar gudd ;
;’/chfr oedd T jcolan,

wrw’r twrr-lyfrau i'r tdn.

The books of Cymry and their remains
Went to the White Tower, where they were hid.
Curfed was ¥fgolan’s a&,

In throwing them in heaps into the fire.

De

{ Leland fays, that King Belin, the fon of Dyvynewal, built the
Tower of London, about 430 years before Chrilt. Perunnius
alfo records, that when Belin died, his body was burnt and put
into a golden urn, upon the top of a tower that™he had buile,
which was afterwards called by his name Belin’s Gate ; and
{from which isderived Billingfgate. He alfo built Caer-wy/fy, now
called Caer-lleon, on the river Ulk. Stow’sSurvey of Great Britain.

During the infurre®ion of Owen Glyndawr, the MSS. then
extant n%the ancient Britifh learning and poetry were fo fcat-
tered and deftroyed, ¢ that there cicaped not one, (as William
Salifbury relates) that was not incurably maimed, and irrecu-
perably torn and mangled.” See Evan’s Specimens of the Welfb
Poetry, p.160.

Gildas, the moft ancient Britifh author, who flourifhed about
A. D. gBc, bemoans the lofs of records in thefe words ; * The
monuments of our country, or writers, appear not, as either
burnt by the fire of enemies, or tranfported far off by our
banithed countrymen.”” Gildas’s Epijtle.

3 « The univerfity of PBangor is-Coed, founded by Lucius;
king of Britain, was remarkable for its valuable library. It
continued 350 years, and produced many learned men. Con-
gelus, a holy man, who died A.D. 530, changed the univer-
fity into a monaltery, containing 12co Monks. At the infti-
gation of Auffin the Monk, Etbelfred, king of Northumberlands
maflacred twelve hundred of the Britith clergy of this monaf-
tery ; nine hundred, who elcaped, were afterwards flain by
pirates. This happened in the year 603. See Humphrey Liwyd's
Britannice Deferiptionis Commentariolum. Lewis’s Hiflory of (:{-ml
Britain. Yolio, p. 107. And Rowland’s Mona Aniigua, 2d edi-
tion, p. 138, and 1§51. . |

* See Guthrie’s Hifiorical Grammar, and the fequelof this hiftory.

® Thereis a Catalogue of fome of the moft ancient Wellh
manufcripts in Leges Wallice, fol. after the preface. And in
Ed. Lhuyd’s drcheologia Britannica, fol. p. 254, &c. and in
;i: 225, Alfo in the Haileian Library, and in many private

ibraries in Wales.

$ ¢ Ac yn ol Seifillt y daeth Blegwryd yn frembin, ac ni bu ericed
Gantor cyflal ag ef o Gelfyddyd Mufc, na chwarydd cyflal ag ¢f o

budol, ac am hynny y gelwid ¢f Duw y Chwarau. 4 hwn a
wladychawdd ar Ynys Brydein 28 mlynedd ag yna y bu farew : [ef

oedd hynny avedi diliw 2069 o flynyddoedd® 'T'yMilio’s Briuth
B Hiftory,
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Ev’ry inltrument could play,
And in {weeteft manner fing ;

Chanting forth each kind of lay,
To the found of pipe or ftring.

De tous eftrumens [ot maiftrie
Si fot de toute chanterie,
Molt fot de lais, molt fot de notes, &c.

De wicles [fot etde rote,

De Harpe fot et dechorum,

De lire, et de pfalterium :

Por ce qu'il ot de chant tel fens,
Difvient la gent en fon tems,

Lue il ¢t dieux des jongliours,

Lt dieux de tous les chanteours, 8c,

He to pfaltry, viol, rote,
Harp, Crwth, and Lyre could fing ;
And fo fweet was ev’ry note,
When he touch’d the trembling ftring,
That with love and zeal inflam’d,
All who join’d the lift’ning throng,
Him with ecftaly proclaim’d,
God of Minftrels, God of Song °.

Before I enter on the account of the Druids, it is requifite to. give a derivation of the names of the
different claffes, by which they were formerly khown. The Bardd, Derwydd, and- Ofydd ; or, as the
Englifh reader will better recognize them, the Bard, Druid, and Ovade, have been treated with great
levity by etymologilts ; for they have been changed to almoft every thing, in order to prop a tottering
fyltem, orto halten the conception of a fanciful reverie. After making this remark, it will be neceffary
to avoid incurring cenfure, and falling into the like error ; which I hope to do, by giving the exalt meaning
of thefe words, {trictly as they are found in Britith writings for twelve centuries paft, and without torturing
them by altering a fingle letter ; a plan that fhould always be adhered to in a language like the Welfh, that
{prings and expands from a regular fet of primitive roots; otherwile it ends in mere conjeture; and in
that cafe a fruitful brain may guels a very plaufible idea, and yet be far enough from the tryth.

Bardd, fignifies primarily what makes confpicuous, or what elucidates; and fecondarily, a perfon of
{cience and knowledge, or a philofopher, and teacher. It is derived from Bér, atop, or fummit, which is
alfo the root of Baron, Judgment?’; Barwv,a beard ; and other words.

Derwydd, implies abltratedly what is prefent with, or has cognizance ; and in its common acceptation it
denotes a prieft; and is the origin of the term Druid in other languages. It is derived from Ddr, the
abftract meaning of which is, what expands out ; and it is the term for an Oak, in common with its infleCted
derivative Derw. The word Derwydd may therefore be compounded two ways, agreeing in a general
acceptation ; that is to fay, Der-wydd, and Derw.ydd: 1 rather adopt the firlt, becaufe Gwyddon, or
knowing-ones, is very frequently found in old writings in the fame acceptation as Derwyddon, or Druids .

It is evident, from our ancient Chronicles, that the Bards were the original, or initiated {y{tem, from which
the Derwydd, and Ofydd ; or prieft, and artift branched out. No one could officiate as a prieft, or Druid,
but fuch as belonged to the Bardic order ; neither were any permitted to follow what the Britons called
Celvyddyd Rydd, or Liberal Art, but the Ouyddion. So that the order of the Bards bore an exatt analogy
to the Lewites under the Mofaic difpenfation ; for according to the law of Mofzs, the funétions of the prieft-
hood belonged exclufively to the Levites, in the fame manner as the Bards were the conllitutional origin
of the Druidical hierarchy °.

Hiltory, MS. Fabian alfo, fpeaking of Blegawryd, names him, |

‘¢ a cunning mufician, called by the Britons Ged of Gleemen.”
Chron. f. 32. ed. 1533, Alfo Lewis’s Hiltory, p. 67. ch. xxxv.
Blerywryd was {ucceeded to the Crown of Britain by his brother
Archmael. Blegawryd's danghter Agafia, married Durflus, King of
Scotland, about the year of the world 864 ; and trom her the
fucceeding race of Scottifh Kings are defcended. George Owen
Harry’s Book of Genealogy. Quarto.

® Dr. Burney’s Hilt. of Mufic, Vol. I1. p. 353.

7 ¢ The moft Ancient order of people of Britain are juftly
efteemed the Bardi, and thele were before the Druids, although
in time the latter got the ftart of the other in great elteem.”
Sammes Britanniay p. 99. The Bards, and Druids were alfo the
judges ot the country, fimilar to the Levites, and Priefts, Dew-

teronomy, chap. 17. v. 8, and 9.—See more in the Introdu&ion
of the 2d vol. of this work, page x111. x1v. and pages 1, 2, and
6, of the Text.

® At Llanidan, in Angleley, formerly inhabited by the Druid.
ical conventual focieties, we at this day find veltiges of Tre’-r-
Dryw, the Arch Druid’s manfion ; Bod druda@, the abode of
the inferier ones; and near them Bad-ewyr, the abode of the |
Ovates ; and Tre-r-Beirdd, the Hamlet ot the Bards. Mona-
Antigua, page 65, 236, and 239. Allo, near Tilhguard, in
Pembrokefhire, there is a place called Fynnon Ofydd, or the
Well of Ofydd.

¢ I am indebted to my ingenious friend Mr. William Owen
Pughe, (the Johnfonian ot the Wellh language,) for the above
etymology of the Bard, and Druid.

Mr.
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Mr. Malon, in his Carattacus, has adopted the ancient diftintion of three orders of Druids, in fo
elegant and defcriptive a manner, that I am induced here to quote the paffage :

On the left

Thy footfteps prefs on confecrated ground : Refide the Sages fkill’d in Nature’s lore *
Thefe mighty piles of magic-planted rock, The changeful univerle, its numbers, powers,
Thus rang’d in myftic order, mark the place Studious they meafure, fave when meditation
Where but at times of holieflt feftival Gives place to holy rites : then in the grove
The Druid leads his train. Each hath his rank and funtions.—Yonder grots

. Are tenanted by Bards, who nightly thence,
In yonder fhaggy cave, dwells the Seer ! Rob’d in their flowing vefts of celeftial blue,
=~ = = — == His brotherhood - Deflcend, with harps that glitter to the moon,
Poflefs the neighb’ring cliffs. Hymning immortal ftrains.

Of the Bards, however, and of their poetry and mufic, at thofe remote periods, little more than a faint
tradition is preferved, and that little we either derive from the poetical remains of the Britith annals, or
glean where-ever it is fcattered over the wider field of Roman hiftory. There is no account indeed of
Britain in any writer preceding Cafar. But as it is incredible that its ancient arts fprung up under the
oppreffion of the Roman yoke, and as it has never been pretended that any part of them was borrowed
. from the conquerors, whatever mention of them is found in the Greek and Roman authors, who fucceeded
the firlt invafion, may fairly be produced as in fome meafure defcriptive of their {tate before it.

Thole nations could not furely be rude in the conftruction of their poetry and mufic, among whom, as
Czfar declares *°, the fupremacy and omnipotence of the gods was acknowledged, the immortality and
tran{migration of the foul was believed ', opinions were formed concerning the motion of the planets and

the dimenfions of the world, and whole youth was inftruted in the nature and philofophy of things.
In all the Celtic nations we difcover a remarkable uniformity of manners and inftitutes. It was the cuftom

of the ancient Germans, when they marched to battle, to animate themfelves with finging verfes, prophetic
of their fuccefs, which they called Barditus **. It was the honourable office of the Bards of Britain to fing

to the harp, at the nuptials and funeral obfequies, their games and other folemnities, and, at the head of
their armies, the praifes of thofe who had fignalized themlelves by virtuous and heroic actions . . This

entertainment made a deep impreflion, on the young warriors, elevated fome to heroifm, and prompted
virtae in every breaft. Among the Celts, fays Diodorus Siculus ™, are compolers of melodies, called

Bards, who fing to inftruments, like lyres, panegyrical, or invedtive {trains : and in fuch reverence are they
held, that when two armies, prepared for battle, have caft their darts, and drawn their {words, on the
appearance and interpofition of the Bards, they immediately defit. Thus, even among the rude barba-

rians, wrath gives place to wildom, and Mars to the Mufes *.

Pofidonius of Apamea, who flourithed about 30 years before Chrift, an author cited by Athenzus in his
fixth book, has the following paffage ; ¢ The Celts always carry to battle with them people whom they
maintain as Parafites. Thele companions of the table celebrate their prailes, either before the crowd
which is affembled together, or before any individual who may be interefted in thele Eulogies. Their
Singers they call Bards, that is to fay, Poets, who publifh the praifes of Eminent Men with Songs **.””

© De B:llo Gallico, lib. vi. worthy men, compofed in heroic verfe. DButthe Ovades, fearch-
| ing into the highelt altitudes of Nature’s work, endeavoured to
lay open and declare the fame. Among thefe, the Druids of an
higher wit and conceit, according as the authority of Pythagoras
decreed, being tied into focieties and fellowfhips, were addiéted
wholly into queftions of deep and hidden points, and they,
defpifing all human things, pronounced that men’s fouls were
immortal.”  Ammianus Marcellinus’s Hiff. by Holland, 15th
Book, and Chap. gth.
"‘;'Eﬂ et 'mlg’ avrtoie xeel mm‘f:r{ artﬂn, g: BAPAOYE Eﬂpifw;,
With notes angelical to many a harp, trvos 81 ol Spysbowm sacis Avigouss . e T % frac-
Their own hergﬂic deeds, and}itlaplr:fspﬂdl ¢"‘P§"d Sy gx_t:plh. m};t' ;{’59' P f}’}:i h
By doom of battle. Milion. iodorus Siculus, Book 5. and Chap. the 2d.
- , _ : 5 Didorus Siculus de Gelt. Fabulos. Antiq. l. vi. See alfo
_ As the men of this place were grown by little and little to | the notes on the fixth fong of Drayton’s Polyolbion. :
civilities, the {tudies of laudable fciences, begun by the Bards,| 1 T4 8 andopara aviev oty & rarduoos BAPAOL worlal 3 Sros
Owvades, and ﬂr_ufzf.r, mig‘ht“‘f flourithed here. And the Bard: Wrxéﬂﬂ"“r*ﬂ n;ai.; eTarsg ?.ﬁ*ﬁf;, FPolidonius 3Pud Athepeum,
fung unto the iwget mulfic of the Harp, the valorous deeds of | |jb. 6.

" Thrice happy they beneath their northern fkies,

Who that worft fear, the [ear of death, defpife;

Hence they no cares from this frail being feel,

But rufh undaunted on the pointed [teel,

Provoke approaching fate, and bravely fcorn,

To {pare that life which mutft {o foon return.

Lowe’s Lucan, b. i,

2 Tacitus de moribus Germanorum.— '

% Retreated in filent valley, fing,

A fragnlleﬁt



4 HISTORY OF THF, BARDS AND DRUIDS.

A fragment of Pyfidonius, preferved in Athenzus ', enables us to exhibit the only fpecimen of the genius
of the Bards, that can be afcribed with certainty to that early period. Delcribing the wealth and magni-
ficence of Luernius, Pofidonius relates, that ambitious of popular favour, he frequently was borne over the
plains in a chariot, fcattering gold and filvet among myriads of the Celts who followed him. On a day of
banqueting and feftivity, when he entertained with abundance of choice provifions and a profufion of coftly
liquors, his innumerable attendants, a poet of the Barbarians, arriving long after the reft, greeted him
with finging the praife of his unrivalled bounty and exalted virtues, but lamented his own bad fortune in
fo late an arrival. Luernins, charmed with his fong, called for a purfe of gold, and threw it to the Bard;
who, animated with gratitude, renewed the encomium, and proclaimed, that the track of his chariot wheels

upon the earth was produllive of wealth and bleffings to mankind.

ATOTI TA IXNH THZ THEZ (E¢p HE APMATHAATEI) XPTEON KAI ETEPTEZIAZ
ANGPQIIOIZ $EPEI

The difciples of the Druidical Bards, during a noviciate of twenty years, learnt an immenfe number of
verfes **, in which they preferved the principles of their religious and civil polity by uninterrupted tradition
for many centuries. Though the ufe of letters was familiar to them, they did not deem it lawful to
commit their verfes to writing, for the fake of firengthening their intelletual faculties, and of keeping
their myfterious knowledge from the contemplation of the vulgar.

The metre in which thefe oracular inftrutions were communicated to the people, was called Exnglyn
Mikor, or the Warrior’s Song ; and is a kind of Triplet Stanza. To give the Englifh reader an adequate
idea of their conftruion, I have caufed them to be verfified into the fame number of lines as the original,
and have endeavoured to preferve the fenfe as near as the confined limits of the metre would allow. The two
firft lines of each ftanza do not feem to have much connettion with the lalt; however, there appears to
bave been no {mall degree of art employed in their compofition. In the firlt lines, the Druid defcribes
~ either adtions that are familiar to every one, or the appearance of vifible objeéts ; he then concludes with a

precept of morality, or a proverbial fentence ; and by annexing it to undoubted facl, artfully implies, and
engages the mind to receive the truth of the moral maxim, as equally clear and well eftablithed as the

identity of material objetts ™. |
DRUIDICAL VERSES *.

Beneathe the Birch-tree’s holy tear,
The Celtic race have nought to fear == *'

Breathe not thy Secret on a mifcreant’s ear !

Marchwiail Bedw briglis ;
A dyn fy nbroed o *wanas—

Nac addef dy rin i Was.
Marchwiail,

precious a boon. Of the Mifsleto, thus gathered, they made a

"7 See the Rev. Mr. Evans’s Specimens of Welfh Poetry, in

Differt. de Bardis, p. 65, and 66.
® Czfar de Bello Gallico, 1. vi.
'» See Rowland’s Mona Antiqua, p. 253. and Lhwyd’s Ar-

chzologia Britannica, p. 251, and 221.

* The Druids, who were the Phyfiologifts as well as Priefts,
feem alfo to have been Arbarifis, and Herbaliffs, by their enu- T
merating fuch a number of Trees, and Plants in their verfes ;
and it appears they venerated thofe things accerding to their
beauty, virtues, and ufes they made of them.

¢ Hail, hallow’d oaks!
Hail, Britith-born ! who, lait of Britifh race,

Hold your primeeval rights by Nature’s charter.”
.ﬂfﬂfn’: CaraBacus.

The fignal oak which the Druids made choice of, was fuch a
ene, on which Mifleto did grow; by which token, they con-
ceived that God marked it out, as of fovereign virtwe. Under
this tree, on the fixth day of the moon, (wherein they began
their year), they invocated their Deity, with many other cere-
monies. When the end of the year approached, they marched
with great folemnity to gather the Mifleto, in order to prefent it
to God ; inviting all the world to affift at the ceremony in thefe
words: The New Xear is at hand, gather the Mifleta. The
facrifices being ready, the prielt afcended the Oak, and with a
golden hook cut off the Mifleto, which was received in a white

arment fpread for that purpofe. This part of the ceremony
eing ended, the vi&ims, two white bulls that never had been
yoked, were brought forth and offered up to the Deity, with
prayers that he would profper thofe to whom he had given f{o

13

potion, which they administered as an antidote to all poifoas ;
and ufed it as a remedy to prevent barrennefs, (probably the
berries.) And from this, the old cuftom of faluting the girls
under the Mifsletoe bufh at Chriltmas, originated.

< At Miflleto tide, comes the New-year’s Bride.” .

In fome parts of Wales, the Mifleto is called Ol-iach, All-
heal ; Pren Awyr, the Celeftial tree ; and Uchelawydd, the lofty
Shrub. Befides the Mifleto, the Druids ritually gathered the
Selago, or Firr Club-mofs ; and the Samolus, or Round-leaved
Water Pimpernal ; both which they applied to medicinal pur-
pofes. Plny’s Nat. Hif. XVI. C. 44.—And Evelyn’s Sylva,
with notes by Dy. Hunter.

Sir Fobn Colbatch, a Phyfician, has publifhed a curious Differ-
tation on the Efficacy of the Mifleto ; in the year 1725, O&avo,
6th edition, Likewife, Dr. Marx, has publilhed a book on the
Virtues of Acorn Coffee. See the mode of making it, in the
Annual Regifter for 1779, p. 122. of the 2d part. Printed by

Dodfley.
* The weeping Brich was formerly in great eftimation

amongt the Bards, as appears by the number of Poems ftill
extant that are written in its praife : it is faid that the celebrated
Bard, Davydd ab Gawilym, who flourifhcd about the year
1350, ufed to wear a wreathed chaplet made of Birch twigs,
entwined with filver rings, and adorned with feathers of various
colours. The Birch was probably the Laurel of the Bards,
as well as the Oak. A May-pole likewife is ufually made of
the Birch ; and the fmall branches are f{till ufed by the School-
mafters to correct their diforderly Scholars 'In:vith: alfo, the
Welfh formerly ufed to tap thas tree to make Birch-wine of.

The
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DRUIDICAL VERSES. '

Marchwiail derw mwynllwyn ;
A dynn fy nhroed o gadwyn—
Nac addef dy rin i Forwyn.

Marchwiail derw deiliar ;
A dynn fy nhroed o garchar—
Nac addef dy rin 1 Lafar.

Eiry mynydd, gwynt ai tawl ;
Llydan licergan, glis tafaw! :=—
Odyd dyn diriaid dihawl.

Eiry mynydd, gwyn péb ty,
Cynnefin brin a chanu—
Ni ddaw da o dra chyfgu.

Liry mynydd, gwyn brig gwrifg ;
Gochwiban gwynt yn nherfy[g : ==
Tréch fydd anian, nag addylg.

Eiry mynydd p' [z yn rbid ;-
Cyrchid arw culgrawm cwmclyd—
Hiraeth am farw ni *weryd.

Eiry mynydd, hydd ym mron ;
Gochwiban gwynt uwch blaen onn—
Trydydd troed i hén ei ffon.

Eiry mynydd, glds gwyddfyd ;
Naturiaeth pawb ai dilyd :—
Ni bydd ddoeth yn hir mewn llid.

The ftrong, and myftic Wand I wield ** ;
In the dark Grove, that dims the field —
Not to the thoughtlefs Maid thy Secret yield !

The prefence of the monarch tree,
Will awe thy fteps from infamy—*:
Veil from the babler ! weil thy clofe decree!?

The winds rufh o’er the mountain-fnow ;
The full-moon fhines ; the green docks blow #—=
Conceal thy thought from the deceitful foe 1!

Snow, a robe o’er hamlets flings ;
In the wood, the raven fings—

T oo much fleep no profit brings.

See the foreft white with fnows!
Hark ! the ftorm of winter blows—
Nature beyond learning goes.

‘When the mountain fnow is {pread,
Stags love funny vales to tread :—

Vain is forrow for the dead.

Fleet the ftag on mountain fnow ;
Winds through afhen branches blow—

A faff’s the prop of age below .
’Mid the fnow green woodbines rife ;

All are bound by nature’s-ties—
Anger dwells not with the wife.

In the three firlt of thefe triambics, the Druids feem to invocate their groves, and fet forth their facer+
dotal privileges and exemptions. In the others, they apoftrophize the mountain Eryri, or Snowdon, the
Parnaffus of Wales. We learn from Gildas, that the ancient Britons had an extraordinary veneration for

mountains, groves®, and rivers.

2 A Draid is ufually deferibed with a (taff in his hand ; pro
bably, fuch as Jacob’s Staff, or Mofes’s-Rod : We are like
wife informed that the prefiding Wand of King Howel the Good,
Lawgiver of the Welth, about A. 1. 940, was 18 feet long.

4 Perhaps the Druidical grove was anciently an afylum,
or place of refuge, fimilar to the Mofaic rite, and to our early
Church ; mentioned in Dewteronomy, chap. IV. verle 41, and 473
Fofbua, chap. XX.; Numbers, chap. XXV. v. 6 — And in
Leges Wallice, page 118.——According to the Laws of King
Ina, the privilege of the Temple is thus recorded ; * 1f any
one guilty of a capital crime fhall take refuge in a Church, he
fhall fave his life, and make recompence according to jultice
and equity : If one deferving ftripes takes fanctuary, he fhall
have the {tripes forgiven him.”” The cullom ot affording fanc.
tuary to delinquents, exifted even till the reign of Jamcs I.

* We are informed by the modern Narurahits, what was
long known to the Druids ; that the refulgent moon promotes
vegetation. _ '

+ [ am indebted to the obliging difpofition of Mr. Jerning-
ham, for his faithful Verfification of the firlt-four of the Drui-
dical Ranzas 3 and tothe late Mr. Samwell, for the Verfion of
the five lail.

' Literally, the third foot to the aged is his Raff,

* The Oak was held in veneration among the ancient Britons
and Gauls. '

Hizh as his topmolt boughs to Heaven alcend,
So low his roots to hell’s dominions tend.  — Georg. 1L

The monarch Oak, the patriarch of the trees,
Shoots rifing up, and fpreads by flow degrees:
'Three centuries he grows, and three he ftays

They

The Drumdical altars were often enclofed with Oaks, ftrewed
with their leaves, and encircled with their branches: they alfo
ferved for wreaths to deck the heads of the mulicians, fingers,
and dancers, and other votaries, that bore a part in their facred
teltivals and folemnities. Carte’s Hif. Vol. f P- 43-

AnOaken garland tobeworn on feitivals, among the Romans,
was the recompenfe of one who had {aved the life of a citizen in
battle. Likewife,the leavesof Quk were ufed in token of vitory.

: Addifon.

The Druids and Bards were excufed from perfonal attendance
in war, nor did they pay taxes, and had an immunity of all
things : the Priefts and Levites among the Hebrews, enjoyed
the fame privileges. Ezra, 7. 24.

We find remains of Druidical Monuments in many parts of
Britain ; fome in groves, others on the tops of bare hills ; which
bear a ftrong {fimilitude with the cultoms of the early patriarchs,
mentioned in Sacred Hiftory.

¢ And Mofes wrote all the words of the Lord. and rofe up
early in the morning, and builded an altar under the hill, and
twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes of Hrael.” Exodus,
chap. 24 wer. 4

¢ And Abraham planted a grove in Beer-fheba, and called
there on the name of the Lord, the everlalting God.”  Chap.
21. ver. 33.

“ And Mofes faid unto the Lord, the people cannot come up
to mount Sinai : for thou chargeft us, faying, fet bounds about
the mount, and fanétify it.”’ E:oa’w, chap. 19. ver. 23,

““ And Jofhua wrote thefe words in the Book of the Law of
God, and took a great ftone, and fet it up there under an Oak,
that was, by the fanctuary of the Lord.” Fofbua, chap. 24.

wver., 20.

Supreme in {late ; aad in three more decays., == Dryden.

c The



DRUIDICAL MAXIMS, AND RELICKS.

They acknowledged one fupreme God.

The arcana of the {ciences were not committed to writing, but to the memory.

Great care was taken in the education of children.

None were inftruted but in the facred groves.

Souls were deemhed immortal ; and tranfmigrated into other bodies after death.

If the world was deftroyed, it would be by fire. N

He that came laft to the affembly of the States, was liable to be punifhed with death.

The difobedient was excluded from -attending at the facrifices ; deprived of the benefit of the law ; rens
dered incapable of any employ, and his fociety avoided by all. ,

Murderers, robbers, or thofe that committed heinous crimes, were either flain on the altars, or burnt
alive enclofed in wicker, as a facrifice to the Deity.

Nothing but the life of man, could atone for the life of another.

Abftinence from women, until a certain period of age, they highly commended ; imagining that. nothing
contributed fo much to ftature, ftrength, and vigour of body : but to have any commerce of that kind be-
fore the age of twenty, was accounted ignominious in the higheft degree.

They derived the origin of all things from heaven 3 —

Thefe articles may ferve to give a fpecimen of the principles and religion of the Druids, who flourithed a long
while inBritain, Ireland, Gaul, &c. There were Druidefles, as well as Druids. It was a female Druid of Tun-
gria. according to Vopifcus, that foretold to Dioclefian, (when a private foldier in Gaul,) that after he killed a
wild boar, he fhould be emperor of Rome *: which is the origin of Fletcher’s play, called the Prophetefs.

The following fragment was addreffed to Beli Mawr *, or King Beli the Great, Father of Cafwallon (or
Caffivelaunus,) the celebrated oppoler of Fulius Cafar : and is, perhaps, the oldeft hiftorical poetry of the

Britons.

Draig amgyffrau odd uch llan llefirau llady,
Liad yn eurgyrn, eurgyrn yn llaw, llaw yn ysgi,
Ysgi yn modrydaf :
Lfur iti iolaf

Buddug Ieli ab Monogan ;

The nobleft Druidical firuétures in this ifland, is the Temple
of Stonchenge, on Salifbury Plain; and the Temple of Ambri,
or Aubury, near Silbury, in Wiltthire. See Stukeley’s Hijt.

There are many veltiges in Wales, which ftill retain the name
of the Druids : viz. Llan y Derawydden, the village of the Druids,
near St. David’s in Pembrokethire Caer Drewyn, the bound, or
town of the Druids, on the hill oppofite Corwen ; and, Dryw

oed, the grove of the Druids, in the parifh of Llanddervel,
i’lﬂiriﬂntth{hire s and Stanton Draw, in Somer/fetfbire.

In early times the Druids and Bards, were the only legifla-
tors, and their courts of judicature were called Gorfeddeu,
which were fituated on the moft con{picuous eminence, in the
open air ; where caufes were tried, and judgement pronounced.
One of thofe places ftill retains the name, Moel y warn, or, the
hill of judgment 3 which is the high mountain above Mal-
vern Wells, in Worcelterfhire. See more in the introduétion
of the 2nd Volume of this work ; page X1V, the Notes.

A little after Cefar’s time, the Druids ceafed in Gaul; yet in
Britain they flourithed long after. Pliny, Lib. 30. c. 1.

It is recorded, that the Druids were cruelly perfecuted by
Tiberius Claudius. And afterwards in the reign of Nero, by
Julius Agricola, about A. D. 6o.

3 Cafar’'s Commentaries, book vi. Carte’s Hiflory of England,
and Mona Antiqgua.—Likewife, the feven Patriarchal Laws,are
faid to relate to the following fubje@s: Of avoiding Idolatry ;
Of blafpheming the Deity ; Of the fhedding of Blood; Of not
revealing a perfon’s nakednefs ; Of Rapine and Theft 3 Of
Judgments ; Of not eating any part of an animal whilit alive.
See alfo, Leviticus, chapters 18, '19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, &c.
And the following is the Druidical Oath, which they admi-
niftered to their difciples; ** By the bright circle of the golden
Sun.”’

* Mona Antiqua.

* Deliy the fon of Manogan, reigned King over all Britain,

Beli, like a Dragon fups,

Honied drink from glitt’ring cups.
Joy the golden horns afford,

Joy to Britain’s warlike lord.
Hands that lift the fparkling mead,
Slaughter through the tents have fpread !
Fame and honour he has won,

Great Monogan’s © gallant fon.

about B8g years before the Chriflian zra: ke had three {ons,
Lludd, Cafwallon, and Nyniaw. Cafwallon oppofed Cafur
about 55 years before Chrilt. We are informed by Swetonius,
that .the Britons put Czfar to flight, (Didatorem Cefarem repu
liffemt.) And Bale, in his Hiftory, fays, * Caflibelin repulfed
Czfar twice from Britain by force of arms.”” See Lewis's
Hiftory of Great Britain, fol. p. 76, and 8o.

 King Cafwallon being elevated with joy for this fecond
vittory, over a people who ftiled themfelves malters of the
world, he commanded the chief Herald to make a proclama-
tion, and to fend letters to fummon all the nobility of Britain
with their wives to London, in order to partake of feftivity and
mirth. Accordingly they all readily appeared ; and there was
prepared a variety of facrifices. And it is faid, there was killed
for that great banquet, 20,000 oxen, fifty thoufand fheep, and
alfo fowls of different kinds without number ; befides thirty
thoufand wild bealts of various forts.

“ Upain mil o fw_zﬂﬁfm’:f,
Yu feirw a las pan fu'r wiedd.”

As foon as they had performed thefe folemn honours to theig
God, they feulted themfelves on the remainder, as was ufual at
facrifices, and fpent the reft of the day and night in various
plays, and {fports.”” This is called, one of the three honourable
Fealts of Britain ; namely, The Feaft of Cafwallon ;

The Fealt of Arelins Ambrofius ; and
The Pentecoft Feaft of King Arthur.
Tyf

L

J%a': Britifh Hiffory.
The Ferolamium Municipy, is celebrated by Spencer, and men-
tioned by Tacitur ; alfo the chief feat of Catwallon, fon of Beli,
was near St. Albans, in Hertfordfhire. ;
® Manogan, father of Beli Mawr, was King of Britain about
120 years betore Chrilt.  Thereis a coin of Manogan Rex, def-
cribed among the plates of coins of the ancient Britith Kings,
| publifhed by Dr. Stukeley.
Rk
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HISTORY OF THE BARDS AND DRUIDS.

I will found his praifes high,

Darling fon of viftory.

Chiefs, like him who guard the land,
Well deferve fupreme command.

Rbi rhygeidwa
Ynys fel Feli,
Teithiawg vedd iddi.

‘When the Roman legions, after the invafion of Britain, and the conqueft of the Gallic provinces, were
recalled to oppofe the Power of Pompey in Italy, the exultation of the Bards and Druids, at recovering
the fecure pofleflion and exercife of their ancient poetical and myftical function, is defcribed in a very
animated manner by Lucan :

You too, ye Bards ! whom facred raptures firé,

To chant your heroes to your country’s lyre ;

Who confecrate, in your immortal ftrain,

Brave patriot fouls in righteous battle flain ;

Securely now the tuneful tafk renew,

And nobleft themes in deathlefs fongs purfue. !

The Druids now, while arms are heard no more,
Old myfteries and barb’rous rites reftore :

A tribe who fingular religion love,

And haunt the lonely coverts of the grove.

To thele, and thefe of all mankind alone,

The Gods are fure reveal’d, or fure unknown 7.

Such was the new but imperfetly difcovered fcene which the great Cacfar’s ambition opened in Britaitt.
Nor are thefe accounts only imperfeét ; they arealfo partially delivered, as fome bold fpirits, even among

the Romans, have hinted °. |
Y Derwyddon, or Druid-Bards, were the fathers of Literature ; as is manifeft by the fal[uwmg extralls

from the works of the Bards, and others.

Derwyddon doethur, Ye fapient Druids;

Darogenwch i Arthur,
Taliefin’s Poem of the Battle of Goddanu.

Nis gwyr namyn Duw, a dewsnion byd,

A Diwyd Dderwyddon, ———e— Cymddelw.

Dywawd Derwyddon

Dadeni baelion,

O hil eryron

0 Eryri, &c. Prydydd y Moch.

| e—

Prophefy to Arthur, ——

Hidden but from God, the magi of the world:
and inveftigating Druids.——

Druids celebrate the re-appearing
of the liberal rulers,

poftetity of the warriors

Of Snowdon.

Pomp. Mela de fitw orbis, Lib.3. and Tacitus, calleth the Druids (Sapientic Magiftri,) the Maflers of
Wildom. We are a//o informed by Celar, that their order and dilcipline originated in Britain, and was
from thence conveyed into Gaul ; and thofe;, who defired to be perfetly inftruted in the do@rine of the
Druids, came over into Britain to be taught °.

Ammianus Marcellinus tells us, “ In thefe places, among the rude wnpolifhed people, grew up the
knowledge of arts and fciences; begun and fet up by Bards, Ovades, and Druids °.”” Likewile, Diogenes

7 Rowe’s Lucan, b.1i. v. 785, &e.

* Suetonii Vite. Lucan’s Pharfulia.

¢ Cefar, and others, comprehend all the theee ordersof Bar. |
difm under the general name of Druids. Cefar’s Commenta-

ries, Book V1. chap. 13. and Carte’s Hift. of England, Vol. I. |

p: 61.
0 _Ammianus Marcellinus, 1Lib. XV, chap. Mona Antiqu

Alfo, Wolfangus Lazius, (upen the I‘-E[H'.H"t of Marcellinus) dc-
clareth, that the Greek letters were firlt brought to Athens by
Timagenes, from the Druids. The Scripture mfurms us, that
Aftrology and Hebrew letters were invented by Seth, and
Lnos.

The fnl[nwmg obfervations by the late Lewis Morris, Efq. is
too curious to omit; therefore I will give it here in his own

words,

LE’EI‘[iHS

¢ The Britifh letters are to be fecn on the tomb-ftone of Cad-
van, King of North Wales, in the Church of Llangadwaladar,
in Anglefey.” Alfo, fee Rowland’s Mona Antiqua, p. 156.

«« For doth not Cafar cx prefsly fay, that the Druids (who
tock their firlt inftru@ion from Britain) had chara@ers to write
a, { their private affairs in, Grecis literis uttntar. Cazfar de Bell.
Gall. Lib. VI, chap. 13.— And there was a letter from Mr.
William Maurice of Cevn y Braich, to Mr. Robert Vaughan
the anuquar}, giving an account of a Britifh coin (mentioned
in Camden’s Britannta) of Bletddyd, Bladud, or Blatos, a King
of Britain fome hundreds of years before the coming of the
Romans ; the coin is now i the Cottonian Library ; but Cam-

den owned he could muke nothing of it.”
Fli

&1



S RELICKS OF THE BARDS AND DRUIDS.

Laertius fays of them, ¢ that they taught obfcurely and enigmatically their points of philofophy.” Infos

much, that in borrowing the words of Milton, we may fay,

¢ That rather Greece from us thefe arts derived *.”

The Druids and Bards were the divines, philofophers, phyficians, legiflators, prophets, and muficians
of the ancient Britons and Gauls; in the’ime of Paganifm. They compofed hymns for the ufe of the temples,
and fung and accompanied them with their harps : (not unlike the fingers and muficians among the Jewifh
Levites.) They fang the effence and immortality of the foul ; the works of nature; the courfe of celeftial bodies ;
the order and harmony of the fpheres; the encomiums on the virtues of eminent men ", In later periods,
the Bards kept an account of the defcent of families, emblazoned their arms, and wrote fongs on the
valiant a&ions of illuftrious warriors in heroic verfe, which they chanted to their harps; and confequently
were the national hiftorians. And from them our ancient hiftory hath been colleted ; and not only ours,
but all ancient hiftories of other nations, (except perhaps the Jews,) have been colle€ted from the fame kind

of materials.

Ye facred Bards, that to your harps melodious ftrings,

Sung th’ ancient heroes deeds,

(the monuments of kings *.)

The orator Himerius, particularly defcribes the drefs of Abaris, an Hyperborian, or a Britifh Sage,
who travelled into Greece, and fays, ¢ Abaris came to Athens not clad in fkins like a Scythian, but with
a bow in his hand, a quiver hanging on his fhoulders, a plaid wrapped about his body, a gilded belt
encircled his loins, and trowfers reaching from the wailt down to the foles of his feet *.”

The Druids, and the other orders of Bardilm, wore their hair fhort, and their beards very long; they alfo

wore long robes: but the Druids had on white furplices, whenever they religioufly officiated *.

The

habit of a Druid, taken from an ancient {tatue, is to be found in Mona Antiqua ; and Druids and Druideffes
are delineated in Fricki’s Commentatio de Druidis ; and fee page 1V. of the Introduétion to the 2d Vol. of

this work.

This Bladud, the fon of Rhin, was the founder of Bath.
. Some mention of himis made in Ponticus Ferunius, and in John
Bale’s Hiltory.

Some years ago, there was a2 medal of our Saviour, with
Hebrew charaéers on the reverfe fide of it, found at Bryn
Gwyn, or Tribunal feat of the Druids, in Anglefey ; which
is now in the Afhmolean Mufeum, Oxford. See Mona Ant:-
qua, p- 93. of the 2d edition.

Czfar’s Commentaries, Book V. chap. 10. fays: < The
Britons ufed brafs money, and iron rings of a certain weight.”

There ftill remain many very ancient Britith coins. Dr.
Stukeley has fuvoured the world with twenty-three plates of
rmpreflions, from the ancient coins of the Welfh kings. And
among them a com of Bliddyd, Blatos, or Bladud, King of
Britain, about goo years betore Chrift. Coins of Manggan Rex,
who reigned «bout 130 years before the Chriftian era; of
Cynvelyn, or Gunobelm, King of the Caflivelauni, (whofe royal
feat was at Caer- Meguaid, or Malden, in Effex ;) In his riegn
our Saviour was born. Meurig, or Marius Rex, and his fon
Coe! Rex, who flourifhed about A. D. 127. L/ &b Coel, or

Lucius Rex ; in whofe reign the Britons embraced the Chriftian -

faith, about A.D. 179. Togodunus Rex, fon of Cynvelyn,
King of Gloucelterfhire and Oxfordlhire, flourifhed A. D. 40.
Caradeg, or Caradacus Rex, King of North Wales. And
Prafutagus Rex: King of Cambridgefhire, Norfolk, and
Suftolk 3 who both reigned A. D. so. Buddug, or Boadicia
Regina, A.D. §8. Gaeirydd, or Arviragus Rex, A.D. 6>.
Gwallog ab Léeenawg, or Galgacus Rex, called one of the three
Worthies of Britain, who overcame the Romans in battle,
about fifty years before the Chriftian era. Carawn, or Carau-
JSrus, Emperor of Britain, who was born at St. David’s, and
where his money was ftruck, about A. D. 280 ; fee one of his
coins in Mona Antiqua, Plate the 8th, which was found in
Anglefey : From him Tre garawn, and the river Caron, in
North Wales, derive their names. Some of thefe heroes are
mentioned by Cafar, Tacitus, &c. Alfo, in Stukeley’s Medalic
Hiiory. Pegge’s Effay on Coins. Langwith on Coins. Lewis's
£Hiftory of Great Britain. And, A Differtation upon Gorawen, or
Oriuna, the {fuppofed wife of Caraufius.

The ancient Britith chara&ers, which now erroneoufly are
called the Saxon letters ; are ftill to be found en pilars, and

tombs in Wales. As a proof of this Affertion ; Dr. Johnfon,
9

who has fully examined every record extant on that fubjed,
honeftly allows, in his Hiftory of the Englith Language, thefe
words: ‘¢ The Saxons firlt entered Britain about the year
450. They feem to have been a people without learning, and
very probably withoutan alphabet.” .

Likewife Mr. Robert Vaughan the antiquary,in a letter
to Archbithop Uther, fays; * The Irifh, and Saxon charadters
were the old Britifh.” ;

According to Salmon’s Chronology ; in the early part of
Alfred’s reign, there was hardly a layman in England that
could read Englith, ora pricft that underftood Latin.

In the time of King Henry the VII1Ith, there was found at
Ambrefbury, in Wiltfhire, a table of metal, which appeared to
be tin and lead commixed, infcribed with many letters, but in
fo {trange a chara&er, that neither Sir Thomas Eliot, nor Mr.
Lily, School-malter of St. Paul’s, could read it, and therefore
neglefted it. Had it been preferved, probably it might have
led to fome difcovery. See Gibfon’s Notes on Camden.

If the reader wifhes for a further illuftration of the ancient
Britith letters, I refer him to Mr. Edward Lhwyd’s learned Pre-

face, which is tranflated into Englifh in Leqwis’s Hiflory of Greas

Britain ; fol. p. §g. of the Introdunétion. Alfo, Lhwyd's Arche -
ologia Britannica, p. 225, &c. and p. 2§4.

Dr. Borlafe has preferved a feries of Britifh coins before
their intercourfe with the Romans ; See Borlafe’s Antiquities of
Cornwall, chap. XII. p.259, &c. and plate XXIII, of the 2nd
Edition.

“ Milton’s Paradife Regained. And Selden in his Traéts, p.
16. fays : ¢ Itappears plainly, that the Druids were the oldelt
{tanding among the Philofophers of the Gentiles, and the molt
ancient among their Guardians of Laws.”

** Drudiono Veirddionavawl, The courageous of the Bards,

Neb dragon namyn draigai dirper. Celebrate no chief, but heroes
of merit.

Alfo, Pliny. Tacitus. Mona Antiqua. and Samme’s Britannia,

* Drayton’s Poliolbion, 1t Song.

“ Strabo, Orat. Apud.Photium in Biblioth. p. 1135. and
Carte’s Hillory of England, Vol. I. p. 69. A4baris, taught Py-
thagoras the doQtrine of tranfmigration of fouls. Carte’s Hifs.
p- 61.and (4. And Lewis’s Hiff p. 7.

- % Toland’s Hiftory of the Druids, p. 21, Mona Antiqua,

p- 65.; and Samme’s Brit. p. tol.
The



RELICKS OF THE BARDS AND DRUIDS. . :

The Druidical Bards likewife wore an ecclefiaftical ornament during the celebration of their rites, called
Bardd gwewll, which was an azure garment with a cowl to it: < The fky-worn robes of ten’reft blue.”
Thefe were afterwards worn by the lay monks of Bardfey Ifland, in the beginning of Chriftianity, and were
then called Cwwvlau Dion, or Black Cowls : (at which place Myrddin the Bard ftudied, ended his days, and
was buried.) The Gauls, who borrowed this cuftom from the Bards, wore the Cucullus remarkably long,
whence it obtained, on its being made ufg of at Rome, the name of Bardo.cucullus', or the Bard’s Cowl, or
Hood ; which is ftill worn by the Capuchin. Friars.

‘The Owyddicn, a third clafs of Druids, wore green garments ; the fymbol of Youth, Learning, and Love.

¢¢ Peace o’er the world her olive-wand extends,
¢ And white-rob’d innocence from Heav’n delcends.”

The Sacerdotal Order of Druids wore white ; as an emblem of Truth, and Piety. The Bards, who
were the Ruling Order, wore uni-colour blue robes; the fymbol of Heaven, Peace, and Fidelity. Thele
colours are ftill worn by ecclefiaftical perfons. ,Blue was the favourite colour among the Britons, from the
ezrlieft time.—~An old Welfh proverb occurs to me, which is as follows

T gwir lds, ni chyll md’i liw. The true blue keeps its hue.

There are feveral fcattered relics of the Bardic profeflion, which ftill may be traced in this Ifland in
the names of places ; fuch as .#law’r Beirdd, the portion of the Bards, in the parith of Llanvachreth s
Llanvibangel trér Beirdd, the habitation of the Bards, in the parith of St. Michael ; and Aberveirdd, or*
the Bard’s River, in Anglefey. Maeny Bardd, the Bard’s Stone, or Tomb, near Bwlch y Ddeu-vaen, in the
parifh of Llanglunin, Caernarvonthire : and Bryn y Bdr, the hill of the Bards, near Tal y Cavn:  Penfre'r
Beirdd, the village of the Bards, in the parith of Cegidva, Montgomeryfhire. Court Brynn y Beirdd, the
Court-hill of the Bards, near Llandeilo-vawr, Caermarthenfhire. And Croes y Bdr, the Crofs of the
Bards, in the parith of Eglwys Ilan, Glamorganfhire t.

From the Wellh word Bardd, is derived the Englith word Bard, and the Latin Bardus: the plural is
Beirdd, Bards, or Bardi; And, Barddas, Barddawd, and Barddoniaeth, is Poetry, Hiftory, er Philofophy.
We are informed by Strabo, that Poetry was the firft Philofophy that ever was taught.

The Druids, expelled from Britain by Caefar’s legions, took refuge in Ireland, Bardfey, the Ifle of Man,
- the Ifle of H#, or Iona, and other places, which the Roman {fword could not then reach. The theory of the
Britith Mufic moved with them, and fettled in thole regions, which from that period were for many ages the
feats of learning and philofophy, till wars and diffenfions buried almolt every trace of them in oblivion 2.

TheBards, having now loft their facred Druidical charalter, began to appear in an honourable, though
lefs dignified capacity at the courts of the Britifh kings. The Oak Miffelto * was deprived of its ancient
authority, and the fword prevailed in its place. The Mufic as well the Poetry of Britainy no doubt, .
received a tinéture from the martial {pirit of the times: and the Bards, who once had dedicated their pro. .
feflion to the worfhip of the gods in their fylvan temples, the celebration of public Tolemnities, and the
praife of all the arts of peace, and who had reprelt the fury of armies preparing to rufh upon each other’s
{pears: now ~——= With other echo taught the fhades

To an{wer, and refound far other fong *.
If, while Britain remained a Roman province, the defultory wars produced any compofitions that deferved
to live, they were deltroyed by the calamity that occafioned them.

I have extracted what related to the Bards from an ancient manufcript, called 2" Tricedd Ynys Prydain,
(The Triads of the Ifle of Britain :) fuppoled to have been begun about the third, or fourth century®. This
is a brief Chronicle of the moft remarkable occurrences, or traditions of former times; and appears to
have been continued to the feventh century, which is the lateft period noticed in that memorial. The

* Martial ; and Satnme’s Britannia, p. 116. Inthe Monaftery { * An Account of the Britith or Cambrian Mufic, by Mr.
of 8t. David’s, about the beginning of the fixth century, they | Lewis Morris. Hift. Gilde, apud Gales Scriptores, Vol. I.
were cloathed with garments of fkins. And inthe Monaftery | p. 16. and Lewis’s Hiltory of Brit. p. 228.
of Clunny, the habit of the Monks was a great frock witha | * 4d Viftum Druide, Druide cantare folébant. Ovid. And
black hood, over a white garment. Gabriel D’ Emillianne’s Hif. | Mona Antiqua.
of Monaflical Orders. + Milton’s Paradife Loft.

+ Formerly, there was a family of the name of Bard, that | * Or, probably much earlier.
lived at Edl:I{{:rnugh, and to whom the manor of Caversheld,
in Bucking hamfhire, belonged.

‘ | D fragment



to . THE ANCIENT BRITISH TRIADS OF THE ISLE OF BRITAIN.

fragment therefore is curious, as it gives an idea of the manner in which the Britons commemorated events,
The chief object oblerved in its conftrution, is the arrangement of three fimilar incidents, charaters, or
fubjeés in each Triad : only thofe feem to be feletéd that were deemed the moft important of different

~ claffes ; and are happily contrived to affift the memory.

Try Eurgryd Ynys Prydain.
Cafwallon mab Beli, pan aeth i geifio Fldr
byd yn Rbufain ; |
Manawydan mab Lljr, pan fu byd ar Ddyfed ;

A Llew Llawfyffes, pan fu ef a Gwdion.
yn ceifio benw, ac Arfau, y gan Riarot y Fram.

Tri Marchog Aurdavediog yn Lljs Arthur.

Gwalchmai mab Gwyar ;

®rydwas mab Tryphin ;

Ac Eliwlod mab Madoeg ab Uthr.

- Gwyr doethion oeddynt, ac mor dég a llaryaidd,

ac mor hyawd! a hynaws yn ei bymadroddion, ac y
byddau anbawdd i néb ballu iddynt o'r negefau ageifynt.

Tri phif Fardd Vnys Brydain.

Merddyn Emrys ;
Merddyn mab Morfryn ;
A Thaliefin pen Beirdd.

Tri Gwaywrudd Beirdd Ynys Prydain,

Triffardd, Bardd Urien

Dyg ynelw, Bardd Owain ;
Ac Afan Ferddig, Bardd Cadwallon ab Cadfan,

Tri Ofer-feirdd Ynys Prydam.
Brenhin Arthur ;

Cadwallon mab Cadfan ;
A Rhyhawd ail Morgant.

Tair Anfad Fuwyellawd Vnys Prydain.
Buwyellawd Eiddyn ym mhen Aneurin ;

A'r Fuwyellowd Llawgad trwm bargawd Eiddyn
ym mben Afaon mab Talichn ; '
L'r Fwyelawd ym mben Golyddan Fardd.

> The Three golden-robed Heralds of the Ifland of Britain:

Cafwallon foft of Beli *, when he went as far as Rome

for Flbr, (his Queen ;)

Manawydan fon of LIyr, when he went to Pem-
brokefhire 3

And Llew Llawgyffes, when he went with Gwdion,
to folicit a Name, and Arms, of Rhiarot y Vram;
(a celebrated King at Arms.) e

* Cafwallon reigned about §5 years before Chrift.

The Three golden-tongued Knights, of the Court of
King Arthur: |

Gwalchmai §, fon of Gwyar;

Drydwas fon of Tryphin;

And Eliwlod fon of Madog ab Uthr :

Thefe three heroes were fo candid, gentle, and elo-
quent, poflefling fuch foftnefs of language, that
it feemed impoflible for any one to deny their

requefts, ——
§ Gwalchmai was nephew to Arthur,and lord of Pembrokefhire.

The Three principal Bards of the Ifland of Britain,

Merlin Ambrofius ;
Merlin the fon of Morvryn ;
And Taliefin, the Chief of Bards, ===

He acquired this title, from having fung ZThe Silence of the
Bards, in the prefence of 33 of the order, atthe Court of
Prince Maelgwn ; and that was probably at a Mufical and
Poetical Conteft ; after that time, he was called Taliefin, Head
of the Bards.

The Three Bloody-{pear Bards of the Ifle of Britain.

Triftvardh, Prince Urien’s Bard ;

Dygynelw, Prince Owen’s Bard ;

And Avion Verdhig, King Cadwallon’s Bard, =
They flourifhed about A. D. sgo.

The Three unqualified Bards of the Ifle of Britain :

(that is, who were Poets, but not brought up regularly
in the order of Bards ;) or, the Three Trifling Poets :
King Arthur t;

King Cadwallon, fon of Cadvan ;

And Rhyhawd fon of Morgan, ——

+ There ftill remain fome verfes compofed by Arthur, and
his nephew Eliwlod.

The Three heinous battle-axe blows of Britain:

The ftroke of Eiddin, on the head of Aneurin

the Bard ;

The ftroke of Llawgad trwm bargawd Eiddyn,

on the head of Avaon, fon of Taliefin ;

And that on the head of Golydhan the Bard, ——e—
Tri



THE ANTIENT BRITISH TRIADS.

Tri Tharw unben Ynys Prydain,

Elmur mab Cadair ; (Cadegyr.)
Cynkafal mab Argad ;
Afaon mab Taliefin. ..
Tri meib Beirdd ceddynt.
: )

Tri anwyl llys Arthur, a thri cdd-farchawg
ny ynnajant benteulu arnynt erioed ;
ac y cant Arthur Englyn iddynt nyd amgen :

Sefs yw fy nbri chadfarchawe,
Mael, a Liudd llyrygawe,
A cholofn Cymru, Cradawe.

Tri dyfal gyfangan ynys Prydein ;
Un oedd yn ynys Afallach ;
7 ail y'nghaer Caradawe ;
Ar trydydd ym. Mangor is y coed.
> mhob un or tri le hynny, ¢'r oedd 2400 o wir

erefyddol, ac o'r rhai hynny 100 cyfnewidiol bob awr
o'r 24 yn y dydd a'r nés, yn parhau mewn gweddiau a
gwafanaeth i Dduw yn ddidranc ddiorphwys bjth.

Tri unben Deifr, a Brynaich.

Gall, mab Dyfg y@a?daﬂg ;
Dyfedel, mab Dyfgyfeddawg ;

Ag Yjgwnell, mab Dyfg yfeddawg.
Tri Beirdd, a meib Bardd oeddynt.

Tri thrwyddedawg Lljs Arthnr.

Llywarch Hén ;
Llumbunig ab Maon;
A Heledd Gyndrwyn.

' Gildas reports, that Jofeph of Arimathea was {ent by
Philip the Apoitle to this ifland in the days of Gaweirydd, or
Arviragus King of Britain, A. D. 6o- He inltru&ed the Bri-
tons in the Ch riﬁian faith, in theifleof Avalonia, or Glaltonbury;
where he built a church, which was afterwards cnnvert:fium
an abbey, the name is derived from awallon, or apple trees.
Giraldus fays, it abounded formerly with apples, and orchards,
and was furrounded with water. gﬂt Hearne's Glaflonbury,

¢ Salifbury, er the old Sarbiodunum, was a city of great an-
tiquity in the time of the Britons. But it being the feat of
war, rendered it unfit for ftudy and contemplation. The pre-
fent city of Salifbury, called New Sarum, was raifed out of the
ruins of the old, which ftood upon a hill, and had an epifcopal
fee, and cathedral. Moft hiftorians derive Sarum from Sarron,
the fon of Magus; who reigned over the Celts about ghe year
of the world 204c, and, to reitrain the fiercenefs of his people,
inftituted public fchools. Perionius Caius, in his Antiquities of
Cambridge, fays, that Sarron, the third king of the Britons and
Celts, loved learning, and was the firlt who founded public
ftudies, or feminarics of learning, among the Britons or Celts ;
whence priells and philofophers were called Sarronide, which
were the fame with the Druids. '

Salifbury was afterwards called Caer-Caradec, from King

1 4

The Theee irrefiftible Chiefs of the Ifland of Britain:

Elmur, fon of Cadair ;

Cynhaval, fon of Argad;

And Avaon, fon of Taliefin.

They were Bards, and fons of Bards, ==

The Three undaunted Chiefs, and knights of battle
of King Arthur’s Court, that never owned a comp-

troller over them: and to whom, Arthur fung the
following ftanza :

Thefe are my three knights of battle,
Mael, and L/ddd clad in armour ;

and the pillar of Cambria, Caradoc. =———

The three perpetual choirs of the Ifland of Britain :

One was in the ifle of Avalonia ¢, in Somerfetfhire 3
the fecond at Salifbury®, in Wiltthire ; and the third
at Bangor-is-eoed ", in Flintfhire.

In each of thefe three abbeys there were two thou-
fand four hundred religious perfons ;' one hundred
being appointed to attend the choir for each hour;
fo that they chanted in rotation without intermiffion ;
and, in the courfe of the day, and night, the whole
performed their duty, that the fervice of God might
be without ceafing, =——

The Three Sovereigns of Deira, aftl Bernicia :

Gall, the fon of Dylgyvedhog ;

Dyvedel, the fon of Dylgyvedhog ;

And Y{gwnell, the fon of Dyfgyvedhog :

Thefe were Bards, and fons of a Bard ; and flourifhs
ed about A. D. 550,

The Three Free guelts of King Arthur’s Court

Prince Llywarch Hén ;
Llumhunig ab Maon ;
And Heledd Gyndrwyn :
(They alfo were Bards.)

Cara&acus, who made himfelf famous abont A. D. so. The
town and monaftery of Ambrefbury, near Salilbury, were
founded by Aurelius Ambrofius, about A. D. 480; who, in the
declenfion of the Roman Empire, afflumed the government of
Britain, and with the affitance of the valiant Arthur repelled all
foreign invaders.

7 Lucius, fon of Cocl, called by the Britons, L/és a’r llever
mawr, (Lucius with the great {plendor of light,) who was the
firlt Chriftian King of Britain, and reigned about A.D. 180.
This Lucius, for the increafe of learning and prefervation of the
Chriftian faith in his realm, founded the feminary of Bangor-is-
coed, near Wrexham, North Wales , which contained a valua-
ble library, and continued 350 years. Having brought up many
learned men ; at laft, Cynwyl, or Congelus, converted it from
an univerfity into an abbey, and was himfelf the firft abbot
thereof, about A. D. §30.

It is recorded, that this celebrated monaftery extended near
a mile, from Porth Cleis, to Porlh Hwygan ; names of two of its
gates, out of the fix porters orchard of that abbey. The river
Dee now runs between where the two diftant gates ftood.

Likewife, Cunedda is faid to have built a temple at this
Bangor, about 8co years before Chrilt, Tyfilies’, Bris. Hiff.
Lma‘:i"l' Hfﬂ- Brite and Bede. i

Tri




12 THE ANCIENT BRITISH TRIADS OF THE ISLE OF BRITAIN.

Tri Aerfeddawg Vnys Prydain.
Selyf mab Cynan Garwyn ;
Afaon mab Talicfin ;
A Gwallawg mab Liéenaws.
Sef achaws y gelwid hwynt yn Aerfeddegion,
wrih ddial en cam oc eu Bedd.

Tri Gogyfurdd Lljs Arthur.

Rhybawd ail Morgant ;
A Dalldaf ail Cynon ;
A Thryltan ab Tallweh.

Tri Chynghoriad Farchog Lljs Arthur.

Cynon ab Clydno Eiddyn ;
Arawn ab Cynfarch ;

A Llywrach Hén, mab Elidyr Lydanwyn,

Tri Serchog Vnys Prydain.

Cafwallawn mab Beli am Fflur, ferch Fugnach Gor ;

Tryftan mab Tallweh am Effyllt, ferch March
ab Meirchiawn, ei Ewythr ;

A Chynon mab Clydno Eiddyn am forfudd,
ferch Urien.

Tair Hynon g@ﬂyﬁadaﬁ‘}: :
Crebwyll, yfyriaeth; a dyfgeidiacth,
Tair Unbenn Gerdd:

Yw Prydu.
Canu, Telyn ;
A Chyfarwyddyd.

Geraint, new'r Bardd Glés o’r Gadair, a aeth yn
Fardd Telyn i Aeifryd, Brenhin Liundain.

io

The Three War-tombed Heroes of the Ifle of Britfiin 4

Sclyv, the fon of Cynan Garwyn;

Avaon, the fon of Taliefin ;

And Gwallog, (Galgacus,) the fon of Ll€enog.
The reafon they were called War-tombed Heroes,

was becaufe the wrongs done them, were avenged on
their graves. ——

Galgacus Rex flourithed ahﬂul'.‘j'o years before Chrilt.

The Three Com-peers of King Arthur’s Court :

Rhyhawd, the fonof Morgan ;
Dalldav, the fon of Cynon ;
And Tryftan the fon of Tallwch, ==—

This Tryftan was an eminent Bard as well as a Warrior. It
appears, by an ancieng dialogue poem, which I have in my pof-
{fellion, that he had abfented himfelf from Arthur’s Court three
years, on account of fome umbrage which he had conceived.
Arthur difpatched twenty-eight of his knights at different times,
to fetch him ; but none could prevail by fair means, nor by

force ; ’till Gwalchmai, the Golden-tongued Bardic Hero,
foothed him to return.

The Three Knight-counfellors of Arthur’s Court :

Cynon, the fon of Clydno Eiddyn ;
Aron, the fon of Cynvarch ;
And Llywarch Hén, the fon of Elidyr Lydanwyn.

Prince Llywarch Hén, like Cefar, wrote the Hiltory of his
Woars : fo did Prince Howel ab Owain Gwynedd defcribe his
own battles, in a very poetic, elegant, and in 2 modelt manner:
likewife, Owain Cyfeliog, Prince ot Powys, did the {ame.

The Three amorous Princes of the Ifle of Britain :

Cafwallon fon of Beli, in love with Flur, daughter
of Mugnach Gor;

Tryftan fon of Tallwch, in love with Effylit, daughter
of March ab Meirchion, his Uncle ;

And Cynon, fon of Clydno Eiddyn, (or Clyno of
Edinburgh,) in love with Morvudd, daughter of
Urien.

The Three fountains of Knowledge :
Invention; ftudy; and experience. —

The Three Principles of Song ;

Is to compofe Poetry ;
To play the Harp ;
And Erudition, e

Geraint, or the Blue.robed Bard of the Chair, was
fent for by King Alfred ; who made him his Chief

Bard of the Harp.

Probably, this Glas y Gadair is the fame perfon that is cele«
brated by Chaucer, under the name of Glas-cirion,

Taliefin, in a Poem called his Wanderings, fays s
¢ | am Elphin’s chief Bard.”
¢ 1 have been at Gwynvryn, the Palace of Cynvelyn.”
¢¢ I have been chiel Bard of the Harp, to Leon Kiag of -
Norway.”
¢ 1 had a vein of poetry from Gridwen the aged.””
“¢ I know the Learning and Poetry of all the world.”’

As
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Vale of Rhés, in Pembrokethire, about the year 393, is faid to

be the fon of Calphurnius and Concha. But according to his |Janded near Wickiow: the inbiks
- . : . ' nhabitants were ready to i :
fedlgr“’ which 1 have got in an old manufeript, and another | for attempting an inno vation in the religion of j;;h:?r :r?:c{?::?s:

CHRONOLOGY OF THE ANCIENT BRITISH BARDS. ]

At the commencement of the fixth century, we find the Bards refumed the Harp with unufual boldnefs;
to animate their country’s laft fuccefsful {truggle with the Saxons: for, judging from the remains preferved,
their poetical effufions fpread very general about that period. But from the ninth to the eleventh century,
their Awen, or mule, feems to have received a check, if wejudge from the fcarcity of pieces in that
period ; though to decide from fuch a circumftance may be delufory, when it is confidered what devafta-
tion, perfecutions, and wars, brought over their country; involving in the confequence a gredt deftruction
of manufgripts. Such a lofs [eems very evident; for in the enlighteéned, and in fome degree the tranquil
reign of Howel Dda, poetry muft have been highly cherithed ; yet not a fingle piece is preferved, to a cer-
tainty, of the productions of that reign. The hiatus continues till the time of Prince Gruffudd ab Cynan, when
we are charmed with the nervous Mufe of Meilir, who was the father of a noble fucceflion of Bards, that
brought the Poetry and Language of Wales to the higheflt perfe&ion ; but that Golden Age of Welfb Poctry
experienced an awful clofe in the thirteenth century, on the death of Liewelyn, the laft Prince of Wales.

The Names of fome of the moft Ancient and Eminent Biitifh Bards, and Hiftorians
and the Time wherein they flourifhed.

Plennydd, and Oron*; Bards who flourithed before | Were renowned for wifdom and benevolence ;

Chrift. (Recorded by Bale: and in Lewis’s Ancient | Were Primitive Bards, whofe fuperior mierits
Hiftory of Britain,p. 9.) Thefe Bards,and fix others | are univerfally allowed ;

of the earlieft, are mentioned by Edmund Prys, | All fkilled in the {cience of polithed verfe.
Archdeacon of Meirionydd, (who wrote about the | 1 Chyntevigion Beirdd Gorfeddog Tnys Prydain ;
year 15803;) in the 26th of the contending Poems Plennydd, Alawn, a Gwron.

between him and William Cynwal, a cotemporary | phe Three primitive Legiflative Bards of the Ifland of
Bard, in the following interrogating lines, Britain ; were Plennydd, Alawn, and Gwron :

“ Mae Plcnnydfi, mab "E’:j" Iﬂw:_?waub 2 They flourifhed about 430 years before Chrift; See
“ Mae Oron, wr mawr lon laith ? the 2d Vol. of this work, theBardic Mufeun, p. 3, 5, 6.
“ Mae un Rhuvin, min rbyvedd ? & T
¢ Mae gwarant Meugant, val médd ? Gildas Cambrius, Bard to Arviragus, King of

¢ Melgin, 4 Mevin myvyr, | Britain, who flourithed about A.D. 60; he is

¢ Madog, @ Chadog iach wir ; commended for his Poetry, and Learning, by

¢ X rhain oeddynt rhinweddawl, ‘ John Bale, in his Scriptores Anglici; and by

¢ Mewn docthder, mwynder a mawl : iLillius Giraldus, who fays he wrote the annals of

“ O Briveirdd heb waravun ; the Britih Hiftory, and tranflated Dyvnwal

¢ Ar Naddwawd barawd bbb un. Edmuud Prys. | Moelmud’s Laws into Latin ; which were after-

A LITERAL TRANSLATION. wards tranflated into Saxon by King Alfred.

Where is Plenydd, whofe verfe was bold and rich ? Gwdion ab Dén, Lord of Arvon ; an eminent
Where is Oron, that great Prince of our Language ? | Philofopher and Aftronomer, about the year 450
Where is Rbuvin, of the wonderful lip? ““ Gwdion mab Dén, ar Gonwy,

Where is the authoritative Meugant, whofe fong was ““* Hudlath ni bu o’i fath fwy.” D. Gwilym,
like the fparkling mead ? Caer-gwdion, (the milky-way in the Heavens,)
Where is Melgin 2 Whereis Mewvin the ftudious +? |is fo called from him.

With Madsg, and Cadog ; celebrated names ? Bacharius, a learned Briton, and difciple of St.
Thele were famed for their virtues ; Patric*; (called by Bale, Meigan Vates.) He
. | ftudied

B ron planna . .+ 1) ' :

g?jﬁ; ifgxfjﬂ;ﬁﬁﬂﬁb i’:: plant. " Sir W. Glyn. 'iiiq,gfc ;rc:;il:sIEELHE:;':'ETTE;;T?IE?: aI:EII:n:ldE::: r::lil;;

+ Mevin, a Puet and Prophet, who flourifhed in the time of | RAds Badrig. His original Welth name was Maenwyn, and his

Gwrtheyrn, or Vortigern, King of Britain, about A.D. 450. | ecclefiaftical name of Patricius was given him by Pope Celeftine,

* St. Patrick, the Apoltle of Ireland, who was born in the | when he confecrated him a Bithop, and fent him 2 miffioner into
Ireland, to convert the Irifh, in the year 433. When Patrick

have feen in the Britith Mufeum, which runs thus : ¢ Patrig | He requefted to be heard ; and explained unto them, that God

St. ab Alvryd, ab Gromwy, o Wareddawg yn Arvon; that is, |is an omnipoten .
. . 3 Sy t, facred Spirit, who created H and E.;
St. Patrick, fon of Alvryd, fon of Gronwy, of Wareddawg, in |and that tl?: Trinity is cnnptah;cd in the Gnityﬂ??;::l: thifdmrﬂ::

Carparvonthire. Another thing corroborates this genealogy : | relu@ant e : . :
there is a place by the fea-fide in Meirionyddfhire, called Sors antto give credit to his words. St Patrick theretore

———

Plucked a Trefoul from the ground, and ezpoftulated with the
5 Hib¢rniaa 3
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- A.D,
ftudied at the Univerfity of Caerlleon, and was
a Poet, Mathematician, and Hiftorian, about 440
YRudvach, the Bard of Cylennyn fon of
Cynvor, King of Britain, about the beginning of
the fifth century.
Meugant, a celebrated Bard, Philofopher,
and Mathematician, of Caerlleon feminary®, 460
Merddin Emrys, Bardd Gwrtheyrn, or Philo-
fopher and Counfellor to King Vottigern, and
a Prince of Welt Wales, — =— = 470
Gwion Bich, mab Gwreang o Lanvair
y’Nghaereinion, yn Mhowys; a Bard, about, 470
Cywryd, Bard to Dunawd, the fon of Pabo

Taliefin Pen Beirdd, Bard to Prince Elphin,
to King Maelgwyn, and to Prince Urien Reged, 549
Cian, o Vaen Gwyngwn, a Bard, — 520
Y Bardd Llwyd, Bard to Urien Reged, — c40
Triltvardd, Bard to Urien Reged, — 540
Ugnach ab Mydno, a Bard, —_— 545
Gildas ab Caw, or Gildas Badonius, a Bard,

and Author of the Epifle, (a Hiftory of Britain,) §50
Myrddin ab Morvryn, or Merlin of Caledo-

| nia; a dilciple of Taliefin, and Bard to Lord

Gwenddolau ab Ceidiaw, — 550
Dygynnelw, Bard to Prince Owain ab Urien, 570
Avaon or Avagddu, fon of Taliefin. His

father, in one of his poems, fays, he poffeffed

poft Prydain, - — == == 480| greater abilities than himfclf, — sén
Gwyddno Garanhir, a Bard, and a Prince of | Culvardd, or Heinyn Vardd, —_ 590
Cantre’r Gwaelod, in Meirionyddfhire, which Afaph, a Britith Hiftorian, and Bi‘hop, 5900
was {wallowed up by the fea, about A.D. ~— goo| Dyvedel mab Dylgyveddog, a Bard, 560
Coll, fon of Collvrewy, principal King at Elaeth, a Bard, — e 600

Arms, in Arthur’s reign; about A.D.. — 500
for it appears in the Triads, that Coll gave the
Eagle to Brynach, the Gwyddelian (or Irifh-
man ;) and the Wolf to Menwaed of Arllech-
wedd. This {hews the great antiquity of armo-

rial bearings among the Britons.

Niniaw, or Nennius, Abbot of Bangor isy
Coed, in Flintfhire; and a difciple of Elvod.
He wrote the Hiftory and Antiquities of Britain
in Latin, — — — 608
Twrog, the writer of Tiboeth, a monaflic
record belonging to St. Beuno, which was for-

Dyvrig, or Dubritius, was a Bard, and Bifhop, 500 [ merly at Clynog Church, in Caernarvonthire.

Cadair, a Bard ; and Father of ElmurtheBard, sco

Anecurin Gwawdrydd, Mychdeyrn Beirdd, or
King of Bards, and Chief of the Gododinians, 510

Gwalchmai mab Gwyar, named the golden-

Alfo, Twrog is faid to have written a Britith
Chronicle?, = = — — 610
Elvod, who wrote 2 Latin Hiftory of the

FBrimns, and was a Bithop of North Wales in

tongued warrior, a Bard — ~= 517 |the reign of Cadvan, —— — 710
Eliwlod, ab Madog, ab Uthur ; a Bard, and Llywarch Hir, Bard to Brochwel Y{githrog,
Knight to King Arthur — — 519 | Prince of Powis, —_ — 61y

‘Truftan mab Tallwch, a difciple of Merddin,
and one of the chief warriors of King Arthur’s
Court, — — - 520
Gwron ab Cynvarch aBard, and King bef. Chrift, 450
Dewi Sant, a Bard. Giraldus wrote his life, 530

Llywarch Hén, a Cumbrian Prince, and Bard, 530
Talhaiarn Tad Awen, or Talhaiarn, Father
of the Mufe, and domeftic chaplain to Ambrofius, 540

Hibernians: JIr it not ar feafible for the Father, Son, and Hol
Ghofl, as for thefe three leavesy, thus to grow upon a fingle ﬁn{i
'Then the Ivifh were immediately convinced of their error, and
were folemnly baptized by St. Patrick.

This Britifh Saint built feveral Churches and feminariesin Ire-
land ; that of Saball- Padbrig, or Patrick’s Grange Domnach-mor
Patrick, or Patrick’s great Church ; and the Monaftery of Armagh,
owed its foundation to him, and was the principal fchool of
Ircland : in fhort he taugit the Irifh letters. Nemnius’s Hiffory
fays: ¢ Partrick, the Apoltle of the Irilh, wrote 365 books
of A, B, and C’s; founded 365 Churches; confecrated 3635
Bithops ; ordaincd 3co0 Prelbyters ; converted and baptized
12,000 men, in the region of Connaught ; and baptized feven
Kings, the fons of Amolgith, He falted 40 days on the top
of Mount Eli, and obtained three petitions from Heaven for
the believing Irifh.”” (One of thofe petitions was, that no |
venomous creatures fhould ever infelt Ireland : another proba-
YWy was, that they, who believed in his dodrine, {bould be

Tyfiilio, a Bifhop, and Author of Bruty
Brenhincedd, or The Hiltory of the Britifh
Kings, — — - 620
l Samuel, Beulan, a learned Briton, who
added certain annotations to Neanius’s Hijftory ;

Avan Verddig, Bard to King Cadwallon ab
Cadvan, about — _— - 640

]

{aved from purgatory: for the third, I muft leave to the Irifh
to find out.) St. Patrick is faid to have lived to the age of 1203
His Jife was written by Trychanus ; by Evin; And Ninian.

Bonedd Seint, or the Noble Defcent of Britifh Saints, the
Founders of Churches and Religious Houfes, would be an
ineltimable work, if tranflated and publifhed ; as it would throw
much light on ancient hiltory, as well as on Britifh writers.

* Alfo, I'aftidius Prifcus,. Bifhop of London, was a learned
Hiftorian, A. D. 420.

Ifanus, and Atroclius, (as Vicentius fays) were Briti(h writers
and abbots, about the time of Arthur, A. D. 480.

Congellus, Abbot of Bangor liycoed (as }3.11{: fays,) wrote
{feveral works, and flourifhed about 530.

Machutus, or Maelgonius, Samfon, Echbinus, and Vigna-
locus, (as Antonius {ays,) were Britilth writers, about A. D. 569,

3 Keating's Hiltory of Ireland mentions Leavr Drum Sneachda,
The Book of Snowdon ; faid to have been written before the
time of St. Patrick.

L
10

Arovan

he flourifhed - under Cadvan about the year, 620 |
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Arovan, Bard to Selyvab Cynan, =~  640| 2 Llyvr Dd o Gaer-Vyrddin,i. e. The black =

Meigant, Bard to King Cadwallon ab Cad-  .|{Book of Caermarthen, which is in Hengwrt

van, about the year — — 660 | Library, Meirionyddfhire, fuppofed to be one
Llevoed Wynebglawr, a Bard, - 660 | of the oldeft Welth manufcript now extant : it is
Golyddan, Bard to King Cadwaladr, 670 |a quarto fize, confifting of 108 pages, and

contains the works of the Bards of the fixth
century. The firlt part of it is very ancient ;
the writer unknown ; and the latter part of it is
| thought to be tranfcribed from other old manu-
|fcripts by Cynnddelw Brydydd mawr, i. e.
Cynddelw the celebrated Bard, about A.D. 1150

John Erigina, or Patricius, born at St, David’s,
a very learned Latin Hiftorian, and chief Pre-
ceptor to King Alfred,
Afer Menevenfis, a Britifh Hiltorian, and Tu-
tor to King Alfred, and to his children. He was
the firlt Profeflor of Oxford, and Author of

860

the life of Alfred, i — 874| Owain Cyveiliog, Prince of Powis, a Bard, 1160
Geraint, y Bardd Glis or Gadair, @ =~  880| Gwynvardd Brycheiniog, Bard to Prince
Mab Cryg, a Bard, — - 830 | Rhys ab Gruffydd, — — 1160
Blegwryd, or Blegabredus, a Britith Hiftorian, 914 | Dygynnelw, fon of Cynddelw, a Bard, — 1170

Giraldus Cambrenfis, a learned Britith Hif-

Ionas Mynyw, a Bard, — — 920
- - - - - - - torian, — — —_ ~— 1190
- .4 - = . - - Llywarch Brydydd y Moch, Bard to Prince
Meilir Brydydd, Bard to Prince Gruffydd ab Llywelyn ab Iorwerth, - — 1200

Morris Morgannwg, a Rhetorician and Poet, 1220
Einion, the fon of Gwalchmai of Treveilir,
Bard to Llewelyn ab Iorwerth, or Prince

II00

Cynan, about
Cellan Bencerdd, chief Bard of the Harp to

Prince Gruffydd ab Cynan,

1086

Llewelyn, and Gwrnerth, two Powiffian Llewelyn the Great, — 1230
Grammarians and Poets, e 1030| Daniel ab Llofgwrn Mew,a Bard, @~ 1200
Bleddyn Dd( was y C#éd, a Poet, — 10go| Heén Gyrys o Ial, Bich Buoddugre; or

1 Cwyddvarch Gyvarwydd: acelebrated colletor
of Welfh proverbs, about the year
Meddygon Myddvai, who wrote a Britifh
book on Phyfic and Surgery, by order of
Prince Rhys Gry g, about the year
Y{tudvach, a Poet, and Warrior, who is often
celebrated by the Bards for his hofpitality ;
alfo, a colle€tor of Welfh proverbs: of whom
Davydd ab Gwilym fays :
“. Gwir a ddywawd Tfudvach,
“ Gyda'i feirdd yn cyfeddach.”
Einion Wan, a Bard,
Adda Vras, a Poet and pretended prophet,

Y Bergam, o Vaelor, in Denbighlhire, a
Poet, about

Robert Duke of Normandy, brother to Wil-
liam Rufus; who, about the year 1106, was
confined by King Henry the Firft 28 years
in Cardiff Caltle : during that period he is faid
to have acquired a perfeét knowledge of the
Welfh language and poetry, and to have been
. admitted a Welfh Bard. This fingular circum.
ftance is recorded in an old Welfh hiftory of
the Lords of Glamorgan, from Ieftin ab ,
Gwrgant, down to Jalper Duke of Bedford.

Bifhop Urban, writer of Liber Landavenfis, 1119

1216

L=}

1090

HF———t

1230

1240

Gwrgant ab Rhys, a celebrated Bard, 1130 of Is-Conwy, in North Wales, about — 1240
Caradoc of Llancarvan, a Britith Hiltorian, 1130| Phylip Brydydd, a Cardiganfhire Bard, 1250
Jeffery of Monmouth, a Britith Hiftorian, | Einion ab Gwgan, a Bard, — 1250

and Bifhop of St. Afaph, Bleddyn Vardd, Bard to Llywelyn ab Gru-

S

1140
1260

Howel, the fon of Owain Gwynedd, 2 Bard,
and a Prince,
Peryv ab Cadivor, a Poet,

Elidir Sais, an eminent Poet,

1140
1140

1170

| ffudd, the laft Prince of Wales

Gwalchmai, the fon of Meilir, Bard to Prince
Owen Gwynedd,
Cynddelw Brydydd Mawr, Bard to Prince
Owen Gwynedd; to Madog ab Meredydd,
Prince of Powis; and to Prince Davydd ab
Owen Gwynedd,

1150

— ——

1160 | Prince Llywelyn,

Davydd Benvras, Bard to the faid Llywelyn,

who was betrayed at Buellt in the year 1282,

This Bard enumerates twenty battles that his

prince foughts Flourifhed about 1260
Meilirab Gwalchmai, Bard to Llywelynthelaft, 1260
Cafnodyn Vardd 1260
Gwilym Ryvel, a Poet, and Warrior, — 1260
Gruffydd ab yr Ynad Céch, Bard to the laft

— i ]

1270
Edeyrn
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Edeyrn Davod Aut, aBard and Grammharian, t 270
Minwyn, 2 Grammarian and Poet,
~ Llygad Gwr, a Bard,
Ednyved Vychan, a Bard,
Einion Offeiriad, 0 Wynedd 3 a Rhetorician
and Poet,
Seifyll Bryfwrch, a Bard,
Llywelyn Vardd ab Cywryd,
Y Prydydd Bychan, o Ddeheubarth, 1280
Cadwgan ab Cynvrig, a Poet, 1280
Gwilym ddfi o Arvon, Batd to Pr. Llywelyn 1320
Dr. Davydd Ddii, o Hiraddug, in Flintfhire ;
a Bard and Grammarian: from his knowledge
in Chemiltry and natural philofophy, he got the
name of a magician ; he lived about the year 1340
Trahaearn Brydydd Mawr, or Trahaearn the-
noted Bard, 1370
Davydd ab Gwilym, or Davydd Morganwg ;
Bard to Ivor Hael, (Lord of Maefaleg, in Mon.’
mouththire,) and to the monaltery of Strata

— 127":"
— 1270
1280
1280
1280

—— — —
lip—
P

Florida —_— L e — 1370
Mabclév ap Llywarch, a Bard, -— 1370
Howel Yltoryn, a Poet, — 1380

Yr Yftas Llwyd, a Poet, — 1480
Sir John Gower, a native of Gwr, or Gower-
land, in Glomorganthire ; the firlt Englifh
Poet, and Laureat to King Richard II to whom
he dedicated his works, about the year
Dr. Johnfon, in his Hiftory of our Englifh
‘Language, fays, ¢ The firft of our authors,
who can be properly faid to have written Eng-
lith, was Sir John Gower ; who, in his Confe/~
Sion of @ Lover, calls Chaucer his difciple, and
may therefore be confidered as the Father of
Englith Poetry.”
- Llywelyn Moel y Pantri, a Bard,
Syr Gruffydd Lhwyd, ab Davydd ab Einion,
chief Bard to Owen Glyndwr, the lalt Welfh
Chieftain, 1400
Llywelyn Goch ab Meurig hén, o Nannau, 1400
lIolo G&ch, Lord of Llechryd, in Denbigh-
fhire, a Bard,
Ithel Ddu, o Vro Veilir, in Anglefey, called
Dryw’r Gerdd, i.e. The Druid of Song,
Rhys Goéch o Eryri, of Havod Garregog,
near Snowdon, a Bard,
Llywelyn, or Lewis Glyn-Cothi; a Bard, and
an officer under Jafper, Earl of Pembroke,
This Bard tranfcribed moft of the old Welth

poems and records, in a folio volume, called

1380

1400

R, — A —

1400
1400

1420

1450

CHRONOLOGY OF THE ANCIENT BRITISH BARDS.
A.D.|

A.D.
Llywr-Céch, (which is ftill in Jefus College Li-
brary, Oxford,) from a very ancient manufcript,
called Llyvr Hergef? ®.
Davydd ab Edmwnd, yr Awdur ariandlylog,
or chief Bard, 1450
Gutto o’'r Glyn, Bard to Llan Egweftl, or Vale
Crucis Abbey, in Denbighfhire, 1450
Guttyn Owain, a Herald Bard, and Hiftorian ;
refided chiefly at Yitrad Fflur Monaftery in
Cardiganthire,
Cynvrig ab Gronw, a Poet and Genealogilt,
who flourifhed about 1450. This Bard, and
Syr Meredudd ab Rhys, who flourifhed in 1440
mentions the difcovery of America, by Madoc,
fon of Owen Gwynedd.
Davydd Nanmor, an eminent Bard of Mei-

1480

rionethfhire, — — — 1460
Torwerth Vynglwyd, Bard to Margam Abbey

in Glarhorganthire, e — 1460

| Iorwerth Cyriog, a chair’d Bard, == 1460

Llywarch Bentwrch, a Poet, o 1460

Sir John Leiaf, a Herald Bard, _ 1480
Gruffydd ab Llewelyn ab Evan Fychan,a

Herald Bard, —_— — 1485

Inco Brydydd, —_— - 1439

[~ Ievan Llwyd Brydydd, s 1480

Rhys Nanmor, Bard to King Henry VII. 1480
Tudur Aled, of Dyffryn Aled, in Denbigh-
il’hire, 2 celebrated Bard,
Lewis Morganwg, pencerdd y tair talaith, or
chiet Bard of the Principality of Wales; and
domeftic Bard to Neath Abbey
Syr Huw Pennant, Offeiriad, and Bard,
Gruffydd of Hiraethog, (in Denbighfhire) an
excellent Bard, that flourifhed about the year, 1530
He was the preceptor of four eminent poets at one
time ; and being atked, which of his pupils had the
brighteft genius ; he returned the following anfwer :
““ Dy/gedig Sion Tudur. The learning of Shén Tudur 3
Govalus Symwnt Vychan.  The diligence of Simwnt

1490

r—

1510
1510

Vychan;
Awenyddaw! William Cynwal. The prolific genius of
William Cynwal ;
IO::d, nid oes dim cuddiedig  But nothing is unknown
rbag William Lljn.” to William Llyn.

For the lift of the fucceeding Bards, I muft refer
my readers to the end of Dr. Jobn Davies’s Antiqua
Lingue Britannice. And to Mr, Edward Lhuyd’s Ca«
talogue of ancient Britith Manufcripts, and Welfh wri-
ters, in his Archaologia Britannica, p. 225, 258, &c.

Aneurin

“# The MS. Record of Llandaff is fiill extant, commonly called the Book of St. Teilo, or Eliud, the fecond Bifhop of that
‘ee, who flourifhed in the reign of King Arthur ; and of which, I have a Tranfcript,

= |

e
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Moser o n J
Tho Tomb ot DAVYDD DDU, of BIRADDUG. Archdeacon. of Diserth..and. Vicar of Tremeirchion . in Flintshire : who
Bard . and tlounished between the years 1310, and 1380. He wrote a British Grammar ; CYWYDD DYSGEDIG. or the learned Ode
and wnvented three of the metres in Welsh Foetry ; see page 8.and g. of the 2™ Volume of this work. He was lkewive duthor
of' a Pious Ode ;and has given an elegant poetical transiation of the TE DEUM. and several of the Fralms; which are preserved
err the 17 Volume of the Archaiology off Wales, page 536 & 559. He poficfied great knowledge in natural Fhalosophy . (hymuistry. and
Mathematicks : which got him the name of a Congurer.amonqg the vilgar: and there are many strange .ctorics told of” hum o Wales to this day.

weas a Learned

Pblihod ar the Ao dingr 50 B Foner S Samars Falar 1808




Dot -




OF ANEURIN, KING OF BARDS. 17

Ancurin Gwawdrydd, mychdecyrn Beirdd *, that is, Aneurin with the flowing Mufe, King of the Berds 3
(brother to Gildas Albanius, the Britifh hiltorian,) who lived under the patronage of Mynyddawg
of Edinburgh, a prince of the North § whole Eurdorchogion, or warriors wearing the golden Zorqgues
363 in number, were all flain; except Aneurin and two others, in a battle with the Saxons at
Cattraeth, on the eaftern coalt of York/hire. His Gododin, an Heroic Poem, written on that event, is
perhaps the oldelt, and nobleft produétion of that age. Bcing compofed in a northern diale, that of
the men of Deira, and Bernicia T ; it is at preflent in many places difficult and.obfcure §. The following
paflage, verfified by Mr. Gray, from Mr. Evan’s fpecimens, will, though a fragmegt, give an ample

proof of the genius of Aneurin *.

ODE

Selected from the Gododin,

Gwyr 4 acth Gattraeth feddfaeth feddwn,
Ffyrf frwythlawn cedd cam nas cymmbwylln,
I am lafnawr coch, gorfawr, gwrmwn,

Dwys deng yn ydd ymleddyn aergwn.

Ar deulu Brynaich be i’ch barnafwn,
Diliw, dyn yn fyw nis gadawfwn,
Cyfaillt & gollais, difflais oeddwn,

Rhugl yn ymwrthryn, rhyn rhiadwn.

Ni mynnws gwraw! gwaddawl chwegrwn,
Maban y Gian o fuen Gwyhgwn.

Pan gry/fiai Garadawg i gdd,

Mab baedd coed, trychwn, trychiad,
Tarw byddin yn nhrin gymmyriad,

Ef lithiai wydd gwn o angad.
Arddyledawg canu, cymmain’o fri,

Twrf tdn, a tharan, a rhyferthi,

Gwryd adderchawg marchawg my/gi
Rhudd Fedel rhyfel a eidduni.

Gwr gwnedd, difuddiawg, dyg ymmyni y’nghad,
O’r meint gwlad yt glywi.

‘Guwyr & aeth Gattracth buant enwawd }

Gwin a medd, ac aur fu eu gwirawd,

Blwyddyn yn erbyn urddyn ddefawd,

Try w r a thriugaint a thrichant eurdorchawdy
O'r fawl yt gryfiafant uch pornant wirawd,

Ni ddiengai namyn tri o wrbydri ffofawd,

Dau gatgi Aeron, @ Chynon dacarawd,

A minnau o'm gwacedffrai gwerth fy ngwenwawd.

1_ w al " L
' Anpeurin was one of the molt celebrated Bards of his time,

and chieftain among the @tod:nian Britons : he {lourithed about
A.D. §510.

+ In the time of the Ancient Britons, and in the infancy Op
the Saxon-government, the kingdom of Deira, included th
counties of Yorkihire, Durham, Lancathire, Weftmoreland, and
Cumberland : and Bernicia, extended from the Tyne, to the
Frith of Edinburgh.

§ Evans’s Dillertatio de Bardis, p. 68, 69.

* It appears, that Aneurin had 1 brothers and 4 filters ; viz.
T'he names of the children of Caw, of N. Britain, (Lord of
Cawm Cawlwyd). ** Dirinic. Celydd. Ufic. Echmic. Cov. A-
neirin. Gwyddrain. Sampfon. Bangar Cyhelyn. Girgad. Huail.
Gildaw. Aeddan. Gallgo, Dyvuwy. Gwrddolew. Awan. Ceidio.
Cacan.— Gywyllog. Pergein. Gwenebeth., Gwennobuwy.

Had I but the torrent’s might,

With headlong rage, and wild affrighit,
Upon Déira’s [quadrons hurl’d,

To rufh, and {weep them from the world !

Too, too fecure, in youthful pride
By them my friend, my Hoel, died,
Great Kian’s fon ; of Madoc old

He afk’d no heaps of hoarded gold ;
Alone in nature’s wealth array’d,

He afk’d, and had the lovely maid.

Have ye feen the tufky boar
Or the bull, with fullen roar,
On furrounding fues advance ?
So Caradoc bore his lance.

Vedel’s name, my lay, rehearfe,

Build to him the lofty verfe,

Sacred tribute of the Bard,

Verle, the hero’s fole reward.

As the flame’s devouring force,

As the whirlwind in its courfe,

As the thunder’s fiery ftroke,
Glancing on the fhiver’d oak 3

Did the {word of Vedel mow

The crimfon harveft of the foe.

To Cattraetlys vale, in glitt’ring row
Twice two hundred warriors go ;
Ev’ry warrior’s manly neck

Chains of regal honour deck,
Wreath’d in many a golded link :
From the golden cup they drink
Nectar that the bees produce,

Or the grape’s extatic juice,

Flufh’d with mirth, and hope, they burn 3
But none from Cattraeth’s vale return,
Save Aeron brave, and Conon ftrong,
(Burfting thro’ the bloody throng),
And I, the meaneft of them all,

That live to weep, and fing their fall, ~— — —

Amongft thefe, it feems that five of them leb .
Bards: viz. Aneirin. Gildas. Cyhelyn. Avanfp:;ed Efi:n;?tea

r T aliefin



18 HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE BARD, TALIESIN.

T aliefin, who in one of his poems gives an honourable teftimony to the fame of Anexrin®, was like him
called Penbeirdd, Chief, or King of Bards. He lived in the reign and enjoyed the favour of Maclgwn
Guynedd, Sovereign of all Wales. He was found, when an infant, expofed in a wear, which Gwydidno
Gorynbir, the King of Cantre’r Guwaelod, had granted as a maintenance to Prince E/pbin his fon.  Elphin,
with many amiable qualities, was extravagant ; and, having little fuccefs at the wear, grew difcontented and
melancholy. At this jun&ure Taliefin was found by the fithermen of the prince, by whofe command he
was carefully foftered, and liberally educated. At a proper age the accomplifhed Bard was introduced by
his princely patron _at the court of his father Gwyddno, to wham he prefented, on that occafion, a poem
called Hares Taliefin, or Taliefin’s Hiftory ; and at the fame time another to the prince, called Dybuddiant
" Elphin 3, the confolation of Elphin, which the Bard addreffes to him i# the perfon and charater of an
expofed infant. Taliefin lived to recompenfe the kindnefs of his beaefattor : by the magic of his Song, he
redeemed him from the caltle of Teganwy, (where he was for fome mifunderftanding confined by his uncle
Maelzwn,) and afterwards conferred upon him an illuftrious immortality. |

Talicfin was the mafter, or poetical preceptor of Myrddin ap Morwvryn : he entiched the Britith Profody
with five new metres : and has tranfmitted in his poems fuch veltizges as throw new light on the hiftory,
knowledge, and manners of the ancient Britons, and their Druids, much of whofe myftical learning he
imbibed.

The firft poem which I have chofen for a fpecimen of Tali¢/in’s manner, 1s his delcription of the battle
of Argoed Llwyuain, in Cumberland, fought about the year 548, by Goddex, a King of North Britain, and

Uricn Reged, King of Cumbria, againit Fflamddwyn, 2 Saxon general, fuppofed to be Ida, the firlt King of
Northumberland. I am indebted to the late Mr. Whitehead, Poet Laureat, for the following faithful

and animated verfification of this valuable antique ——
The Battle of Argoed Llwyvain *,

A SONG TO URIEN.
Morning rofe : the ifluing fun
Saw the dreadful fight begun 2
And that [un’s defcending ray
Clos’d the battle, clos’d the day.

Gwaith Argoed Llwyfain.
CANU URIEN.

T bore ddyw fadwrn, cid fawr a fu,
O’r pan ddwyre haul, byd pan g Snu.

Fflamddwyn pour’d his rapid bands,

Legions four, o’er Reged’s lands.

The numerous hoft from fide to fide,

Spread deftrution wild and wide,

From Argoed’s ¢ {fummits, forelt-crown’d,
. To fteep Arvynydd’s ® utmoit bound.

Short their triumph, fhort their {way,

Born and ended with the day !

Dygryfws Fflamddwyn yn bedwarllu.
Goddeu, a Reged, i ymddyllu,
Dyfwy o Argoed hyd Arfynydd,

Ni cheffynt ainices byd yr undydd !

Flufh’d with conqueft, Fflamddwyn faid,
Boaftful at his army’s head ; ~

¢ Strive not to oppofe the ftream,
Redeem your lands, your lives redeem.
Give me pledges?” Fflamddwyn cried.
¢ Never”’, Urien’s fon replied,

Owen, of the mighty ftroke ;
Kindling, as the hero {poke,

+ This is one of the 12 great battles of Urien Reged, cele~
brated by Taliefin, in poems now extant. Sce Carte’s Hiflory of
England, p. 211, and 213. where there is much valuable intor-
mation ralating to the ancient Dritons.

Atorelwis Fllamddwyn, fawr drybeffawd,

A ddedynt gyngwy/tlon, a ynt parawd ?

Vr attebwys Owain, ddwyrain ffoffawd,

Ni ddodynt iddynt, nid ynt parawd ;

A Chenau, mab Coel, byddai gymwyawg lew,
Cyn y talai o wyftl nebawd !

* Taliefin, in his poem called Anrheg Urien, has the two fol-

lowing lines ——
A awn i enw Aneurin Gwawdgdd awenydd,
A minnau Daliefin 0 lan Llyn Geirionydd.

I know the fame of the infpired genius, Aneurin Gwawdrydd,
And Iam Taliefin, whofe abede is by the Lake of Geirionydd.

3 See thispoempublifhed, and tranflated in Evans’s fpectmens.
See further account of Tak¢fin in the 2d Volume of this work.

or Bardic Mufeum, p. 19.

$ A diftri& of Cumberland, the country of Prince Llywarch
Hén, from whence he was driven by thc Saxons.

¢ Some place on the borders of Northumberland.

7 Qwen ap Urien alted as his father’s general ; and is called
| in the Britifh Triads, ¢ one of the three Cavalicrs of Battle.”
Cfﬂﬂﬂ;




THE BATTLE OF ARGOED LLWYVAIN. 19

Cenau, Coel’s blooming heir

Caught the flame, and grafp’d the fpear.
" ¢ Shall Coel’s iffue pledges give

To the infulting foe, and live?

Never fuch be Briton’s fhame,

Never, ’till this mangled frame,

Like fome vanquifh’d lion, lie
¢ Drench’d in bloed, and bleeding die *.”*

Atorelwis Urien, ydd yr echwydd, Day acI,vanc d: -and ete the fun
- Reach’d the radiant point of noon,
O bydd ynghyfarfod am garennydd. _ : :
. . Urien came with frefh fupplies.
Dyrchafwn cidoed odauch mynydd, & R A% Ly
ife, ye fons of Gambria, rife,
Ac ymborthwn wyneb odduch emyl, Bivend vin Beiians o il £
A dyrchafwn beleidr odduch ben gibyr, pAgac Jo i , ?’
2 Spread them on the mountain’s brow ;
A chyrchwn Fllamddwyn yz ei liiydd : A S
A laddwn ag ef, a’i gyweithydd !  Lift your lances high in air,
&9 - . Friends and brothers of the war ;
Ruth like torrents down the fteep,
Thro’ the vales in myriads fweep ;
Fflamddwyn never can fuftain
The force of our united train.”’
A rhag gwaith Argoed Llwyfain, - Havoc, havoc, rag’d around,
Bu llawer celain : Many a carcafe ftrew’d the ground ;
Rbuddai frain, | Ravens drank the purple flood ;
Rhag rhyfel gwyr ! | Raven plumes were dy’d in blood ;
A gwerin a fryffiwys gan ei newydd. Frighted crowds from place to place,
drinaf y blwyddyn nad wyf cynnydd. Eager, hurrying, breathlefs, pale,
Spread the news of their difgrace,
Trembling as they told the tale.
Ac yn’i fallwyf hén, Thele are Talicfin’s thimes,
Ym dygn angau angen ; Thefe fhall live to diftant times,
Ni byddif ymdyrwén ; And the Bard’s prophetic rage
Na molwf Urien ! Animate a future age, |

Child of forrow, child of pain,
Never may I {rmile again,

If, ’till all-fubduing death

Clofe thefe eyes, and ftop this breath,
Ever I forget to raife

My grateful fongs to Urien’s praife |

About the beginning of the fixth century, Urien, fon of Cynvarch ab Meirchion, King of Reged, (4
tei'ritury in Caledonia, bordering on the Yjtradclwyd Britons °, to the fouth,) was bred in King Arthur’s
Court, and was one of his knights ; he had great experience in war, and great power in the country

by the largenels of his dominion, and the number of his vaffals; he was ftill greater by his reputation
~ and wifdom ; and by his valour in defending his countty againlt the encroaching Saxons. After
feveral engagements, with various fuccefs, he at laft prevailed fo far againft Theodoric, fon of lda, as to
force him to fly into the Holy Ifland for fafety. Urien, the glory of his country, who had braved death fo
~ often in the field, and fought it in vain among the thickeft of his enemies, fell at laft in the midlt of his
own men, in the year g6o, by the treachery of Morgant, brother to Rbydfiercb, from mere envy, on
G Cul G, i o 3 norBe Sl Sobbs | e ) % 5 G i o Bt

robably inhabited by the Godini of Ptolemy. Oaven ap Ur:im land : and the Cumbrians dwelt from the wall fouthward as far
End Chzu ap Coel w::r?: in the number of Arthur’sKnights. Sece |as the Ribble, in Lancafbire.

9 account




20 THE BATTLE OF GWENYSTRAD, BY TALIESIN.

account of his fuperior merit. The names of the two affaflins, fuborned to commit this execrable deed,
were Dyvnwal, fon of Mynyddawg, and Llevan Hawdino, of Edinburg, who were both Britons that ferved
in his troops, and are recorded in the 77:ads, where this is reckoned to be one of the three villainous
murders committed in Britain, and which contributed moft to its ruin. Urien is allo celebrated, in the
Triads, as one of the three Bulls of War. ' Taliefin dedicated to him upwards of twelve poems, in which
he defcribes moft of his battles ; and he likewife wrote an Elegy on his Death., Alfo, Prince Llowarch
Hén compofed a Lamentation, on the lofs of this diftinguifhed Hero,

Gwaith Gwen y/?raa?.

Arwyre gwir Cattraeth gan ddydd;
Am Wiedig grwaith fuddig gwarthegydd,
Urien hwn anwawd ei neuydd ;
Cyfeddeily Teyrnedd, ai gofyn rhyfelgar,
Rhbwyfg anwar rwyf bedydd.

Gwyr Prydain adwythain yn lluydd,
Gwenyftrad yZad! cad cynnygydd ;

Ni ddodes na maes na choedydd tud achles;
Diormes pan edyfydd,

Mal tonnawr toft ei gwawr tros elfydd,
Guwelais wyr gwychr yn lluydd.

A gwedi boregad briwgig ;

Guelais i dwrf teurflin trancedig,
Gwaed goboyw gofaran gowlychid.

Yn amwyn Gwenyftrad y gwelid gofwr,
Rag angwyr Hawr lluddedig :

Yn nrws rhyd gwelais i wyr lledruddion,
Eirf dillung rbag blawr gofedon ;.
Unynt tanc gan aethant golluddion ;
Llaw y’nghroes gryd y’ngro granwynion,
Cyfeddwynt y gynrhain gwyndon,
Gwaneuawr gollychynt rawn y caffon ;
Guwelais i wyr gofpeithig gofpylliad,

A gwyar a faglai ar ddillad,

A dulliaw diaflym dwys wrth gad,

Cad gwortho, ni bu ffo pan bwylled.

Glyw Reged, rhyfeddaf pan feiddiad !

Gwelais i ran reodig gan Urien,

Pan amwith ei alon yn Llechwen Galyften ;

Ei wythiant cedd llafn a¢fawr gwyr,
Goberthid wrth angens
Awydd edd a dyffo Euronwy,

Ae yn y fallwyfs hén,
Ym dygyn Angau anghen,

Ni byddyf yn dirwen

Na molwyf f Urien, s Taliefin.

The Battle of Gwenyﬂ:rad-.

Extol the warriors, who on Cattraeth’s lawn;
Went forth to battle with the rifing dawn.—
Victorious Urien’s praife, the Bard next fings:

The firft of heroes ! and the fhield of Kings !

The Britith hoft, impatient for the fray,
Repair’d to Gwenyftrad in firm array ;

As when the Ocean with tremendous roar,
By tempelts driven, overwhelms the fhore ;—
So furious is their onfet thro’ the field ;

Nor vales nor woods, the fpoilers fhelter yield.

But near the Fort the conflict fiercer raged,

For heroes at the pafs, the foe engaged :

There horror f{talk’d in hideous forms around,
‘While blood in purple ftreams deluged the ground ¢

" And ere the long difputed Fort they gain,

What numbers lifelefs ftrew th’ enfanguin’d plain!’
Chiefs ! that rufh’d on the hoftile rank as faft,

As chaff is whirl’d before the northern blaft,

See mangled lie ;—ne’er when the battle ’s ceas’d
Shall they again among their kindred feaft !
Batter’d their arms ! their garments dyed in gore,
And defolation marks their path no more *.

See Reged’s dauntlefs Chriftian Chief appear !

And confternation feize the Saxon rear.

At Llechwen-Galyften, on Urien’s brow,
Deftruétion as terrific, frown’d as now :

His {word with flaughter’d foes o’er{pread the field ;
And prov'd his arm, his people’s ftrongeft fhield.
For war, Euronwy, may thy bolom glow,

And till death bids my numbers ceafe to flow :

May Peace to me, her balmy fweets ne’er bring,

If I can Urign’s praife, forget to fing, ——

* Though they were fuccefsful, it may be faid in the words of Shakefpeare, to have been among thole vi&ories,

¢ For which the conguerors mourn’d, fo many fell.”’

’ Canu



TALIESIN'S SONG ON MEAD : AND OF LLYWARCH THE AGED.

CANU Y MEDD.

. Tt appears, that Prince Elphin had been invited by his uncle,
Caftle of Diganwy, in Caernarvonthire : where fome difpute arifing

2t
THE MEAD SONG, by Taliefin.

his Chriftmas at his Court, at the

King Maslgwyn, to kee
5 pri E:liginn. or Politics, (probably when

between them about

heated with Mead,) Elphin was thrown into prifon, and remained confined, until his Bard Talicfin obtained his releafe, by the
following celebrated Song, addrefled to Maelgwyn ; to which 1 have fubjoined an Englifh verfion.

Golychaf wledig pendefig péb fa,

Gror gynnail y néf, Arglwydd péb tra ;
Gir a wnaeth y dwfr i bawb yn dda,
Gir a wnaeth pob lldd, ac a’i llwydda :
Meddwer Maclgwyn Mo6n, ac a’'n meddwa o
Ai féddgorn, ewyn gwerlyn gwymba,

As gynnull gwenyn ac nis mwynba.

Midd bidlaid, molaid, molud i bob tra;

Lleaws creadur a fag terra ;

A wnaeth Duw i dd n er ei a’i ddonbé,

Rbai drid, rbai mid, ef a’i mwynba,

Rbhai gwyllt, rhai dof, Dofydd ai gwna

Tn dillig iddynt, yn ddillad ydd 4 ; .
17 fwyd, yn ddiawd, hyd frawd yd barka.

Golychaf i wledig pendefig gwlad bedd,

1 ddillvong Elphin o alltudedd :

T gwr am rhoddes y gwin, a'r cwrwf, ar medd,

A'r meirch, mawr modur mirain eu gwedd ;

A’'m rhothwy etwa-mal diwedd,

Trwy fodd Duw y rhydd trwy enrhydedd

Pum pembwnt calan ynghaman hedd ; ,

Elphinawg farchawg medd! hwyr dy ogledd! ———
TALIESIN *,

To him that rules fupreme ;—our Sovereign Lord,
Creation’s Chief——Dby all that lives ador’d.

Who made the waters, and f{uftains the fkies ;

Who gives, and profpers all that’s good and wife.—
To him I'll pray, that Maelgwn ne’er may need,
Exhauftlefs ftores of fparkling, nefl’rous, mead :
Such as with mirth our hours has often crown’d,
When fromhishorn, thefoaming draught went round.

Delicious Mead ! Man’s folace and his pride,
Who finds in thee his ev’ry want fupplied :
The Bee, whofe toils produce thee, never fips
Thy juice, ordain’d by Heav’n for human lips.

Oh, Power Supreme! Prince of the Realm of Peace;
Let Elphin’s bondage, I befeech thee ceale.

Who, to the beauteous fteeds, giv’n heretofore,
And Wine, and Ale, and Mead, would give me more.
He in the paths of peace, if Heav’n fo will,

Myriads of Fealts, fhall give with honour ftll.
Elphinian Knight of Mead! flow is thy faith, —

Llywarch Hén, or Llywarch the aged, a Cumbrian prince, is the third noted Bard of the Britifh annals.

He paffed his younger days at the Court of King Arthur, with the honourable diftin&tion of a free gueft.
When the Britilh power was weakened by the death of Arthur, Llywarch was called to the aid of hisKin{man
Urien Reged, King of Cumbria, and the defence of his own principality, againit the irruptions of the Saxons.

'This princely Bard had four and twenty fons, all invefted with the golden forques, which appears to have
been the ancient badge of Britith nobility *. Many of them were flain in the Cumbrian wars, and the Saxons
at length prevailed. The unfortunate Llywarch, with his few furviving fons, fled into Powys, there to revive
the unequal and unfuccefsful conteft, under the aufpices of the Prince of Powys, Cynddylan. Having loft,
in the iffue of thele wars, all his fons, and friends, he retired to a hut at Aber Cigg*, in North Wales, to
footh with his harp the remembrance of misfortune, and vent with elegiac numbers the forrows of old age
in diltrefs. His poems are in fome places rather unintelligible : not becaufe they want fimplicity, which

* Taliefin likewife wrote Canu y Cwrav, or The Ale
Proyerbial Sayings in Wales.
A vynno v6d yn Llawen—yved Win!
A wynno vid yn Gryv — yved Gwraw !
A vynno véd yn lach—yved Vidd!
He that would be merry—drink Wine !
He that would be Strong=—drick Ale!

fong. | South Wules is 0fai, for any kind of liquor that is made of the
' juice of fruit, fuch as Cyder, Perry, Rafberry-wine, Currant.
wine, Goofeberry-wine, Cowflip-wine, Elder-wine. Service wine,
Birch-wine, Mulberry-wine, Clary-wine ; and Ebulonn, which is
made of old Ale, and Elder-wine.

' Hybarch yw mab y marchog,

(T'm aur ) yn arian, goléreg, Dorchog.

He thi:t would be Healthy - drink Mead !

The following were the cuftomary beverages of the ancient
Britons to quench thirft.

Dwr, Water.— Gwin, Wine.—~Cawrw, Ale.—Bir, Strong
Beer.—JMédd, Meddyglyn, Braged or Mead, Metheglyn, and

Bragget — dvafeulyn,Cyder.— Maidd glds; Whey. Schola Salerni,
Tuey alfo ute various other wines, and the generul term in

We find allo, in the Bouk of Numbers, Chap, xxxi. ver. §o.
that chiéf commanders wore chains of gold.

* Now, Dol Giog, ncar Machynilaith, in Montgomerythire. There
Llyswarch died, near the age of 150, about the year 634 ; and
probably was buricd at Llanvawr, near Bala in Merionethihire,
where in the weft window of the church, 1s a ltone with an
infcription, but not now legible. Llywarch Hen, was the fon of
Lliayr Liydanwyn, of Tfirad Clwyd, in the Norih.

&
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22 OF PRINCE LLYWARCH, THE AGED BARD.

is their charateriftic beauty, but from the antiquity of the language, which is partly the Venedotian, -and
partly the Cumbrian dialeét, and from {cantinels of information concerning the facts. The compofitions
ol Liywarch are pure nature, unmixed with that learning and contrivance which appears in the writings
of 7aliefin : he did not, like that great Bard, extend the bounds of Britifh poetry, but followed implicitly
the works of the Druids, clofing many of his ftanzas with their venerable maxims. He wrote in fuch a
fimple, undifguifed, pathetic manner, that it is impoflible to fufpect him of milreprefentation ; he has no
fictions, no embellifhments, no difplay of art ; but gives an affetting narrative of events, and circumftances.
Since I publithed the firlt Edition of this Book, Mr. Francis Percival Eliot, of Shenftone Mofs near
Litchfield, has favoured me with the following verfion of feveral f{tanzas in the firit, and fecond of the
poems, of Llywarch Hén; which I with pleafure prefent my readers, (inltead of the former profe tranfla-
tion,) as an elegant, and animated [pecimen of the poetry of that princely Bard °.

The Lamentations of Prince Llywarch Hén.

Hark ! the cuckow’s plaintive note,

Doth thro* the wild vale fadly float ;

As from the rav’nous hawk’s purfuit,

In Cigg refts her weary foot ;

And there with mournful founds and low,
Echoes my harp’s refponfive woe.

Returning {pring, like opening day
That makes all nature glad and gay,
Prepares Andate’s fiery car, .
To roufe the brethren of the war ;
When, as each youthful hero’s breaft
Gloweth for the glorious teft,

Rufhing down the rocky fteep,

See the Cambrian legions fweep, }
Like meteors on the boundlels deep.

Old Mona (miles ———

Monarch of an hundred ifles.

And Snowdon from his awful height,
His hoar head waves propitious to the fight.

But I—no more in youthful pride,

Can dare the fteep'rock’s haughty fide ;
For fell difeafe, my finews rends,

My arm unnerves, my f{tout heart bends;

And raven locks, now filver-grey,
Keeps me far from the field away.

Hark ! how the fonglters of the vale,
Spring’s glad return with carols hail ;
Sweet is their fong—and loud the cry,
When the ftrong-{cented hound, doth fly
Where the gaunt wolf’s ftep is trac’d
O’er the defart’s dreary walte.

Again they fing ; again they cry;

But low in grief my foul doth lye.

Yet once again, ye tuneful choir

Sing, but me, no joys infpire ; Re
The babbling brook that murmurs by,

T'he filver moon that fhines on high,

Sees me tremble, hears me figh :

How cold the midnight hour appears !
How droops my heart with ling’ring cares !

And hear’{t thou not yon wild wave’s roar,
Dathing on the rocky fhore ?

And the hollow midnight blalt,

Loft fenfation binding falt,

In the adamantine chain

Of Terror ?—Hark ! it howls again.

And lo! what fcenes invade my fight,
Fear-form’d fhadows of the night !—
See great Urien’s princely fhade,
Cambria’s monarch, fhoots the glade ;
Gory drops his locks diltil,

Ever flows the fanguine rill,

Yet. feated f{till as it was went,

Valour crowns his awful front. —
Next Cynddylan treads the plain,
Raife, my harp, to him the ftrain:
Powys’ prince, and Liywarceh's hoit,
Llivon’s pride, and Morlas’ boalt :
Great as Caradoc in war ;

Swift as Howe/s {cythed car;

Still the Saxons feem to fear
Cynddylan’s arm, and think him near, ———
Next a warlike train advance,

Skill’d to poize the pondrous lance ;
Golden chains their breafts adorn ;
Sure for conqueft they were born. —

 Thofe who may be incited to a further acquaintance with the beauties of Prince Llywarch Hén,may now have accefs
to them in am oftavo edition of all his works extant; with a profe tranflation, and notes; publithed by Mr, William Owen,

Four
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Where the mighty rivers end,

And their courle to ocean bend,

There, with the eagle’s rapid flight,

How would(t thou brave the thickeft fight !
Oh fatal day ! oh ruthlefs deed !

When the fifters cut thy thread.—
Ceafe, ye waves, your troubled roar;

Nor flow, ye mighty rivers more;

For Gwén great, and Gwén good,
Breathlefs lies, and drench’d in blood !

Four and twice ten fons were mine,

Us’d in the baule's front to (hine je

But, low in dult my fons aré laid,

Nor one remaias his fire to aid. : .
Ghaltly looks, oh Py!z'hf thy wound,
Streaming on the blood-ftuined ground 3

As the yellow flames, thy might

Blaz’d around the field of fight ; .
Or when the fiery {teed thou prefs’d, ' [
How joy’d thy lonely confort’s breaft !
But now no more thy might they dread,
Nor joys the partner of thy bed;

For low in dult thy honours lye,

And quick her tranfient pleafures fly.

{ Four and twice ten fons were mine,
Us’d in battle’s front to fhine ;
But—low in duft my fons are laid,
Nor one remains his fire to aid.

But fee ! —he comes all drench’d in blood,
Gwen grear, and Gwén good ; ,
Braveft, nobleft, worthieft fon,

Rich with many a conqueft won;
Gwén, in thine anger, grear, |
Strong thine arm, thy frown like fate: [

Hold, oh hold, my Brain thy feat;

How doth my bofom’s monarch beat !
Ceale thy throbs, perturb’d heart;
Whither would thy ftretch’d ftrings ftart !
From frenzy dire, and wild affright,

Kecp my fenfes thro’ this night, —

The Britifh Linguage, in which riiyme is as old as poetry itfelf, had jn the fixth century, attained fuch
copioufnels and mufical refinement, that the Bards commonly compoled in unirythm (anzas of many lines.
The rhymes of modern Italy are as famous for their number, as its language is admired for its pliability
Yet the Italian poets are conltrained to change the rhyme
more than once in a {tanza, without producing any other effec than confufion from the diverfity.” The old
performances of the Bards were theretore moft happily calculated for accompanying the harp.

For this quality none of the remains of this remote period are more ramarkable than the works of Myr-
ddin ap Morvryn, often called Merlin the Wild ; whofe reputation s a Bard is not inferior to the prophetic
and magical fame of his great predeceflor, Myrddin Emrys*. He was born at Caerwerthevin, near the foreft
of Celyaden, or Dunkell, in Scotland ; where he poflefied a great eftate, which he loft in the war of his Lord
Gwenddolau ap Ceidio and Aeddan Vradog againlt Rhydderch Hael. His mistortunes in Scotland drove
him to Wales : and there is now extant a poetical dialogue between him and his preceptor Talic/in. He
was prefent at the battle of Camlan, in the year 542, where, fizhting under the banner of King 4 /bur, he
accidentally flew his own nephew, the fon of his filter Gwenddydd *. In confequence of this calamity, he was
feized with madnefs, which affeGted him every other hour®. He fled back to Scotland, and concealed
himfelf in the woods of that country, where, in an interval of recollection, he compofed the following:
poem, which has many beauties, and is'{trongly tin€tured with the enthufiafm of frenzy. Afterwards he
returncd to North Wales, and was buried in the Ifle of En//i ’, or Bradfey, where there was a collegeof

Black-cowled Monks. i

About A. D. 470, his prophefies concerning the future ftate
of Britain were writfen in prole, and are faid to be compofed
at Dinas Emrys, in the parith of Beddgelert, near Snowdon, which

¢ Myrddin Emrys, or Merdhin Ambrofe, the prophet and re-

Nun, daughter of a King of Sonth Wales. His father was nn-
known. ch was made King of Welt Wales by Portigern; who
then reigned in Britain,

Ninnius {ays, that Gwrtheyrn (or King Vortigern,) on his
leaving North Wales, when he went to fortify himfelf at Caer.

gwrthyrn, gave Myrddin the Caftle he had built in Eryri, and

allo all the provinces of the Welt Country of Britain.—When
the Weltern Countics of Great Britain were infelted with
the plague, Gwrtheyrn and his magi, (wife men, or poets,)
went, to Guwennefi (Gwenwys, or Monmouthfhire ;) he made
Myrddin his Arwyddvardd, or Herald, for the Welt of Britain.

Ninniusi C. 44. and F. D. Rbys's Grammar,

™ -

were afterwards tranflated into Latin, and publithed by Gegffrey
of Monmouth.
* Differtatio de Bardis, p. 77. Lewis’s Hitory of Britain,

p. 106.

* Awro'i gof gan Dduw ry gai

Awr ynmbeil yr anmhwyllat. §. Deifi i Fyrddia. MS.

Myrddin ab Morvryn tlourithed A. D. 560. He is fuid to
have travelled over all Britain and France, and to have pro-
phefied many things more truly, and more plainly, than Mer-
ddyn Emyrs. .

7 Sir William Glynn, in Cowydd y Ddraig Géch. MS.
See more in the 2nd Volume of this work.
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AFALLENAU MYRDDIN:

THE ORCHARD;

Y rhai agaw/ai gan ei Arglwydd Gwenddolan, ab Ceidio,  Which was given to Myrddin by Lord Gwenddolau, fon of Ceidid.

" L

A roddes i neb yn un plygeint,

A roed i Ferddin eyn noi henaint ;
Saith afallen beren a faith ugaint,

Yn gyfoed, gyfuwch, gybyd, gymmaint,
Trwy fron Teyrnedd y tyfeddaint,
Un ddoled, uched, ai gorthoaint ;
Un forwyn bengrech ai gorchedwaint,
Gloywedd ei benw, gloywyn ei Daint.

IL.
Afallen beren bren y [ydd fid,
Nid bychan dy lwyth fydd ffrwyth arnad,
A minnau wyf ofnawg amegelawg am danad,
Rbag dyfed y coed wyr-goed fymmynad,
1 gladdu dy wraidd a llygru dy hédd,
Fal na thyfo byth afal nrnad.
A minnaw wyf wylltaf erthrychiad,
Pm cathryd cythrudd ni’m cudd dillad,
Newm rhoddes Gwenddolau gorthlyfau yn rhad,
Ac yntau beddyw fal na buad.

I1I.
Afallen beren bren addfeinus,
Gwa/fgadféd glodfawr buddfawr hrydus ;
Cyd wnant Benaethau gau gyfe/gus,
A mynaich geuawg bwydiawg gwydus,
A gweifionain ffraeth bid arfaethus,
Yd fyddant wyr rhamant rhidd rwyfanus.

IV.
Afallen beren bren bydwf glds
Purfawr ei changen i’w chain wanas,
Canpid cain arwel yn mbhryd gorlas
Cyn berw bryd cymmrwyn ffwyr alanas
A mi ddifgoganaf cad am dias,
Pengwern cyfeddgrud nedd eu haddas.

V.

Afallen beren bren a dyf yn Llannerch,
Angerdd @i hargel rhag rbiau Rhydderch,
Amfather yn ei bon mdon yn ei chylch,

Ocdd aelau iddynt ddulloedd dibcfetrch,

Mi ni’m car Gwenddydd ac ni’m hennyrch
Wyfgas gan wafawg gwaefaf Rhydderch,
Kby rewiniais ¢i fab ef a’i ferch,

Was ever given to man fo acceptable a gift, as
that beftowed on Myrddin, ere age had overtaked
him?! a fair orchard, feven fcore and feven fwcef
apple trees, all equal in age, height, and magni
tude: they poflefled the flope of a majeftic hill,
branching high and wide, crowned with lovely
foliage: a lovely nymph, whofe hair fowed in
beauteous ringlets, guarded them; her name Gloy-
wedd, with the pearly teeth.

Sweet, and excellent apple-tree! thy branches are
loaded with delicious fruit. I am full of care, and
trouble for thy fafety, lelt the dellrutive wood-
man fhould dig thee up by the roots, or other-
wife fo injure thy prolific nature, that apples would
no more grow on thy branches. For this [ amn wild
with grief, torn with anxiety ; anguifth pierces me to
the heart. I fuffer no garment to cover my body.
Thefe trees were the ineftimable gifts of Gwenddolau,
he who is now, as if he was not.

Sweet apple-tree, of tall, and (tatelv srowth ! how
admired thy fhade and f(helter, thy profir, and
beauty ! Often will mighty lords, and princes form
a thoufand pretences for frequenting thy recefs ; nor
lefs eager the falfe and luxurious monks ; and equally
intent are the idle talkative youths: all hankering
after thy apples; they all pretend to prophefly the
warlike exploits of their prince.

Sweet apple tree, vigerous in growth, verdant in
foliage ! large are thy branches, beautiful thy form !
Ere the depredations of flaughtering war caufed my
thoughts to boil with grief, how beautiful was the
fight of thy robe of vivid green! yet (hail my pro-
phetic fong announce the day, when a mighty legion
fhall revenge my wrongs: the valorous armies of
Pengwern, fierce’ in battle, animated by mighty
mead.

Sweet apple-tree; growing in the lonely gladel
fervent valour fhall (till keep thee fecure trom the
ftern lords of Rbydderch. Bare is the ground about
thee, trodden by mighty warriors; their heroic
forms ftrike their foes with terror:  Alas? Guwen-
ddydd loves me not, fhe greets me not: lam hated
by the chiefs of Rbydderch; 1 have ruined his fon

and



THE ORCHARD, A POEM. ng

Angau a ddug pawb pa rag na’ma’ eyfeirch ?

A gwedi Gwenddolau neb rhiau ni’m peirch,
N?’m gogawn gwarwy, ni'm gofwy gorddyrch,
Ac y’ngwaith Arderydd oedd aur fy ngorthyrch,
Cyd bwyf acleu heddiw gan eiliw eleireh.

VL
Afallen beren bren blodau efplydd *
A dyfyn argel yn argoedydd ;
Chwedlau a gigleu yn nechreuddydd,
Ryfori gwafawg gwaefaf Meuwydd
Dwywaith, a theirgwaith, pedeirgwaith yn undydd,
Amglyw o’'m dargan cyn haul nawnnydd :
Och Fefu! na ddyfu fy nibenydd,
Cyn dyfod ar fy llaw laith mab Gwenddydd.

VII.
Afallen beren bren ail wyddfa
Crwn coed cyleh ei gwraidd dywasgotfa,
A mi ddyfgoganaf dyddaw etwa
Medrawd, ac Arthur, modur tyrfa,
Camlan ddarmerthan ddifiau yna
Namyn faith ni ddyrraith o'r gymmanfa
Edryched Gwenhwylar wedi ¢i thraba,
Ban atfedd €adwaladyr - - - - -
Eglwyhg bendefig ai tywy/a
Gwaeth imi a dderfydd heb efzorfa,
Llcas mab Gwenddydd fy llaw a’i gwna,

VIIL
A fallen beren beraf ei haeron,
A dyf yn argel yn argoed Celyddon ;
Cydgeifier ofer fydd herawydd ei haddon,
Vny ddel Cadwaladyr 7 gynnadl rhyd Rhéon
€ynan yn cychwyn yn erbyn y Saelon,
Cymry we/illydd cain orfydd eu dragon, .
Caffeint ¢ deithi bawb llawen fi Brython,
Ceintor cyrn elweh cathl heddweh a binon.

Myrddin wyllt 2’ cant ~———

and his daughter. Death relieves all, why does he
pot vifit me? for after Gwenddolau no prince ho-
nours me ; Iam not foothed with diverfion, I am no
longer vifited by the fair: yet in the battle of
Arderydd 1 wore the golden torques, though I am
now defpifed by her who is fair as the fnowy fwan.

Sweet apple-tree, covered with delicate bloom,
growing unleen in the fequeltered woods! early
with the dawn have I heard that the high-commif-
fioned chief of Meunwydd was offended with me;
twice, three times, alas! four times in the fame
day have I heard this; it rung in my years ere the
fun had marked the hour of noon. O Jefus! why
was [ not taken away by deltrution, ere it was the
fad fate of my hand (o kill the fon of Gwenddydd ?

Sweet apple-tree, appedring to the eye a large and
fair grove of ftately trees > monarch of the furround-
ing woods ; fhading all, thylelf unfhaded! yet fhal]
my fong of prophecy announce the coming again of
Medrod* ; and of Arthur, monarch of the warlike
hoft : again fhall they rufh to the battle of Camiant ;
two, days will the conflict laft, and only feven efcape
from the flaughter.  Then let Guwenbwyvar remember
the crimes fhe has been guilty of, when Cadwaladr § re-
poffeffles = - - - - - when an ecclefialtical hero leads
the warriors to battle. Alas! far more lamentable is
my deftiny, and hope affords no refuge The fon of
Guwenddydd is dead, flain by my accurfed hand !

Sweet apple-tree, loaded with the fweetelt fruit,
growing in the lonely wilds of the woods of Cely-
dden! all feek thee for the fake of thy produce, but
in vain; until Cadwaladr comes to the conference
of the ford of Rhéon ; and Cynan advances to oppole
the Saxons in their career. Then f{hall the Britons be
again vittorious, led by cueir graceful and majeftic
chief. Then fhall be reftored to every one his own.
Then fhall the founder of the horn of gladnefs

proclaim the fong of peace, the ferene days of bappi- -
”fﬁ- Tranflated by Mr. Edw. William,, ]

Thefe were the poetical luminaries of the fixth century. Their works are pregnant with feeling, with
fancy, and enthufiafm ; and do honour to the nation that produced them. Foreigners who fhall read them
will be obliged to foften fome of thofe dark colours in which they have ufually painted our anceftors.
‘The rays of genius that fhone forth in the Britons, amid the gloom of the dark ages, are more valuable in
the eye of reafon, and contribute more to their glory, than all the bloody trophies they erefted. But how
can their poetry produce this effect, if their language remains unintelligible,—if no one will tranflate it

into the other languages of Europe *?

' P{fa’d,- in Glamorganfhire, fignifies foft, tender, delicate,

&c. 1 and ¢fplydden, very unaccountably, a pippin,
® Medrod, was the fon of Llew ab Cynvarch.
¢ The battle of Camlan was fought about A, D. §542.

]

'§ He was the laft of the ancient Britifh race, that poffeffed
the fovereignty of all Britain ; and died about A, D. 703.
* The reader may fee thele refleétions better expreffed by M.

| Mallet, in his Zutroduéiion a ! Hiftoire de Dannemare.

i _ The °
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The writings of thefe ancient Bards deferve to be explored and publifhed, not merely as fources of poetical
and philofophical pleafures, but as {tores ‘of hiltorical information. Their origin is not doubtful, like that of
fome venerable works which, we have reafon to fear; were drawn together from fabulous records, or vague tra-
dition ; thefe were compofed on recent exploits, and copied immediately from their fubjeés, and fent abroad
among nations that had alted, or feen them. From a diligent inveftigation and accurate editions of them by
learned Welfhmen, many important advantages may be promifed to the Britith hiftory, which, fupplied and
improved from thefe curious fountains, would no longer difguft with incredible fables of giants and magi-
cians, but engage by a delcription of real events, and true heroes. For early poetry has in all countries been
known to give the fulleft, and moft exact picture of life and manners.

The Druids, in their emigration to Ireland, Scotland, &c. had not left Britain entirely deftitute of its
mufic, which, though no longer communicated by the precepts of that learned order, was perpetuated by
pradtice. It languifhed indeed for a time, but afterwards grew and flourifhed in Wales with the other fur.
viving arts of Britain. |

“It feems to have been a prerogative peculiar to the ancient Kings of Britain, to prefide in the Eifeddvid,
or Congrefs of the Bards. Accordingly we find a curious circumflance mentioned in Dr. John David Rhys’s
Grammar, which happened about the middle of the feventh century : King Cadiwaladr lat in an Eifteddved,
affembled for the purpofe of regulating the Bards, taking into confideration their produ&ions and perform-
ance, and giving new laws to Mufic, and Poetry *. ‘A Bard who played on the harp in the prefence of this
illuftrious affembly in the fs-gywair, ar y Braged Dannau, (in the low-key, on the Chromatic Strings,) which
difpleafed them much, and was cenfured for the inharmonious effe&t he produced, becaufe that was of the
found of Pibau Morvydd, (i.e. * Caniad Pibsu Moreydd, fydd ar y Bragod gywair ;" the fong of Morvydh’s
pipes, is in the minor key.) It was then ordered, under great penalties, whenever he came before perfons
fkilful in the art, to adopt that of Mwynen Gwynedd, or the pleafing melody of North Wales ; which the royal
aflociates firft gave out, and preferred. They even decreed, that none could fing with fuch true harmony,

as with that of Mawynen Gwynedd ; becaule it was in a key which confifted of notes that form melodious

concords, and the other was of a compound nature : of which fuﬁerinrity we have examples in the following
tunes; Caniad Ceffyliwr, Caniad o Vawrwyrthiau, Caniad Ieuan ab y Gév, Caniad Anrheg Dewi, Caniad
Cydawgi, Caniad Enion Delyniwr, Caniad Crych ar y Carfi, and many others.”

To this period may be referred, not without probability, thofe great but obfcure characters in Wellh
mufic, fthel, lorwerth, and yr Athro Védd+*, and the Keys, and Chromatic Notes by them invented, and {till

diltinguifhed by their names in ancient Britilh manufcripts. .

About the middle of the ninth century, Roderic the Great, King of all Wales, revifed fome of the old
Britith laws, and appointed new *. He ordained that all {ftrong holds, caftles, and citadels, thould be for-
tified and kept in repair : that the Churches, and Religious Houfes fhould be re-edified and adorned ; and
that in all ages, the Hiltory of Britain (being faithfully regiltered) fhould be kept therein .

Caradoc of Llancarvan colletted the A&s and Succeflions of the Britith Princes from Cadwalader to the
year 1156, Of his colleCtions there were feveral copies kept in the Abbies of Corway in Cacrnarvonfhire,
and at Strata-Florida, or ’Stratflur in Cardiganthire ; which received additions as things fell out, when the
Bards belonging to thofe Abbies went their ordinary vifitation (called Cl/éra,) from the one to the other.
They contained in them, befides, fuch other occurrences that happened within the Ifle of Britain as were

thought worthy of recording. This courfe continued in thofe Abbies until the year 1270, which was a

little before the death of the laft Prince Llewelyn, who was flain at Buelit 7.
Toraverth Beli, to the Bilbop r.;a)" Bangor, A. D, 1240.

3 Cambro-Britannice Cymracce Lingu=z Inftitutiones, by Dr. | the day.

Fohn David Rhys, p. 303. Alfo Grammadsg Cymraeg. By Fobn
Rbhydderch. 12mo, printed at Shrewlbury, 1728, p. 177.

From King Cadwaladr’s time the old Britifh books, called
Brut y Saifon, and Brut y Tywyfogion, began their account ;
afterwards commanded to be continued and prelerved in mo-
nafteries by Prince Roderic the Great. '

4+ Mr. Lewis Morris, in onc of his M55, which I have feen,
fuppoles that they were Druids.

s King Roderic’s palace was at Caer Seiont, or Segonf, near
Caernaevon. Alfo,therc was a towncalled Caer Ston, which {tood
on the top of a hill,north of Conway. This was the featol Gavalch
Gorjedd, where Maelgwn (or,asothers fay, his father Cafwallon, )
went to judge between the poets and muficians. He lived at
Diganavy, in Rbhisyor Creuddyn, and caufed the poets and harpers
* «oiwim the riverConway. The harpers inftruments were {poiled;
therefore the poets; whole tools could not be damaged. carried

¢ A Defcription of Wales, by Sir Fobn Prife, publithed by
Thomas Ellis, with Mr. Robert Faughan of Hengwrt's notes,
printed A. D, 1663, 410. p. 41. Only 128 pages were publithed
of it : it is the belt hiltory of Wales extant, as far as it goes. See
allo, Warrington’s Hiftory of Wales, p. 134, {zcond edit. quarto.
And, Enderiy’s Hifl. of Wales,p. 274.

7 The BHerald Bard, Guttyn Owen, who flourifhed about the
year 1480, wrote the belt and moft perfect copy of that record.
¢ Prince Gruffuddab Cynar, Prince Rhys ab Tudor, and Prince
Bleddyn ab Cynvyn, made diligent fearch after the arms, enfigns,
and pedigrees of their anceftors, the nobility and Kings of
Britain ; what they difcovered by their painsin any papers and
records, were afterwards digelted by the Bards, and put into
books. And they ordained 5 Koyal Triles, (there being only 3
before,) to whom their polterity to this day can trace their
origin: and aliv 15 fpecial Tribes, of whom the gentry, efpe-

9 ¥rom
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From the @ra of Codwalader, hiftory is profoundly filent concerning the Welfh Mufic till about the year
942 ; a period illuminated by the laws of King Howe/®.  In thefe laws we do not find the mufical, or poetical
cftablithment of the national Bards ; but they contain fuch injunétions refpecting the Court Bard, and the
chief Bard of Wales, as in fome meafure compenlate for that defet of information. The Bards were in
the higheft repute, and were fuppofed to be endowed with powers equal to infpiration. I cannot givea
{tronger idea of the efteem they were in, than by citing from the Wellh laws the account of their rank in the
Prince’s Court, the various privileges, rewards, and fees they were entitled to, and the fevere penalties that
were enalted to prelerve their perfons. '

Y Bardd Teulu, the Court Bard, or Laureat Bard, who was in rank the eighth officer of the King’s
houlfehold, received at his appointment a harp, a whale-bone chefs-board from the king, and a gold-ring
from the queen. On the fame occafion he prefented a gold-ring to the judge of the palace. He held his
land free. The king furnifhed him with a horfe, and fuch wearing apparel as were of woollen ; and the
queen with linen. On the three great feftivals of Chriftmas, Eajter, and Whitfuntide, he fatat the prince’s table
next to the comptroller of the houfhold  and publicly received from the hands of that officer the harp on
which he performed : and was entitled at thofe feftivals to have the Di/fain, or comptroller of the houfhold’s
garment for hisfee. Ifthe Bard defired any favour of the king, he was to play one of his own compofitions 3
if of a nobleman, three ; if of a plebeian, ’till he footh’d him to fleep. Whoever flightly injured the Bard, was
fined fix cows and CXX pence. The murf:!erer of a Bard, was fined CXXVI cows. His heriot money was
one pound, (i. e. mortuary for the dead.) Gobr Merch, or the marriage fine of his daughter, was CXX pence.
Her Cowyll, or nuptial prefent, was one pound and CXX pence, Her Egweddi, or dowry, was three
pounds. When he went with other Bards upon his C/éra, or mufical peregrination, he was entitled to a double
fee. If the queen defired to have mufic, when fhe retired from the hall, he was to accompany his harp in
three fongs, but in a low voice, that the court might not be diverted from their avocations. IHe accompanied
the army whea it marched into an enemy’s country ; and while it was preparing for battle, or dividing the
fpoils, he performed an ancient fong, called Unbeniacth Prydain®; the Monarchal Song of Britain——

VA ¢« The Bard who firlt adorn’d ouy native tongue,

Tun’d to his Britifh harp, this ancient fong —"’

and for this fervice, when the prince had received his fhare of the fpoils, was rewarded with the moft
valuable beaft that remained ’.

T Pencerdd, or chief Bard of the Diftrict, was the tenth officer in rank. When he appeared at the
Court of the Wefh princes, he fat next to the judge of the palace : none but himfelf and the Court Bard
was allowed to perform in the prefence of the prince. When the prince defired to hear mufic, the chief
Bard fang to his harp two poems ; one in praife of the Almighty, and the other concerning kings and their
heroic exploits : after which a third poem was performed by the Court Bard. He obtained his pre-eminence
by a mufical and poetical conteft, which was decided by the judge of the palace, who received on this occa-
fion from the fuccefsful candidate, as an honorary fee, a bugle-horn, a gold-ring, and a cuthion for his chair
of dignity. His mufical rights and authority were not fubjett to the control of the prince, and his
privilege of protection lalted from the beginning of the firft fong in the hall of the palace, to the conclu-

cially of North Wales are for the molt part defcended. And in | Saxon invaders. When they ravaged the Englith borders, they
our books we have mention of the Trib: of the Marches, &ec. l dignified their incurfions with the pretext of recovering their
befides other Tribes called Gawebelyth and Guwebelaethau.”’ Britifb | hereditary rights.  Their Bards therefore entertained thern with
Antiquities' Revived, by Robert Vaughany, Efg. printed A. D, 16062, | defcriptions and praifes of the {plendor and coura ge with which
. quarto, p. 44. ! the monarchy of Britain was maintained by its ancient heroes,
In the beginning of the reign of Edward the Third, the Welfh | and infpired them with ah ardour of emulating their glorious ex-
Monks were removed to Engh{h Abbies, and replaced by Eng- | ample. If any thing can be addedto the cnnj:é%urcs ot {o difcern-
lith Monks. Dugdale’s Monaflicon. ing a critic as Dr. Wotton, it is, that probably an excelleut old
* Sce Silas Taylor, on Gavel-kind, p. 97. poem, called Unbeniaety Prydain, was conftantly recited in the

® See Cyfreithien Hyawel Ddaac Eraill, or Leges Wallice, tranf- | field; and accompanied by a tune of the fame antiquity, till, by
lated in Latin by Dr. Wotton and Mr. Mofes Williams ; and | a long interval of peace, or fome other accident, they were both
publifhed with a learned preface by Dr. Clarke. Folio. Lon- | forgotten, and that afterwards the Bards fupplied what had been

don, 1730, p 35s &c. And, Pennant’s Tour in Wales, Vol. L. | loft from their own inventions,” I ranflated Specimens of IWellly
9 ¢+ Dr. Wotton, the learned editor of Howel's Laws, in a | Poetry, in E?Iifh verfe. 1782, p. 33,

note on this paflage, p, 36 ; conjeétures that the title and fubject | ut heed, ye Bards, that for the fign of onfet

only were prefcribed, and that the choice and compofition of the Te found the ancientefl of all your rbymes, |
Po was left to the Bard. The Welfh, fays he, always pre- Whofe birth tradition notes not, nor awho fram’d
fe a tradition, that the whole ifland had once been poffefled Its lofty firains.” Malon's Caractacuss

by their anceltors, who were driven into a corner of it by their

fion
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fion of the Iaft*>. He had his land'free. Every young mufician within the diftrict, when he laid afide his
Ts{yn rawn, or hair-firinged harp, and become a graduate in the art, paid him a fine of XXIIII pence.
Every woman upon her firlt marriage paid him XXIII pence. The marriage fine of his daughter was
CXX pence. His heriot money was CXX pence. The recompence for an affront given him, was fix
cows and CXX pence. The compenfation or penalty upon whomfoever flew him, was CXXVI cows .
But what remains to be faid of the manner of his elettion, and the nature of his office, I muft defer, till
the inftitutes of Prince Gruffudd ab Cynan enable me to fpeak more largely, and with greater certainty,
of this dignified perfon.

In thefe conllitutions we difcover the firft account of the Clera *, or triennial circuit of the Bards, as we
before traced the origin of the Eifeddwvod, their triennial affembly, in the annals of Cadwaladr. We likewife
find that a vaflal by the praétice of Poetry and Mufic, which he could not adopt without the permiffion of
his lord, or prince, acquired the privileges of a freeman, and an honourable rank in fociety . Nothing can
difplay more forcibly the eftimation and influence which the Bards enjoyed at this early period, than their
remarkable prerogative of petitoning for prefents ™ by occafional poems. This cultom they afterwards
carried to fuch an excefs, and fuch refpect was conftantly paid their requefts, that in the time of Gruffudd ab
Cynan, it became neceflary to control them by a law, which reftrained them from afking for the prince’s
Hor/e, Hawk, or Greyhound, or any other pofleflion beyond a certain price, or that was particularly valued
by the owner, or could not be replaced. Many poems of the fucceeding centuries are now extant, written
to obtain a horfe, a bull, a fword, a chefsboard, a harp, a rich garment, &c.

It appears that Mufic and Poetry were infeparably united in the fame perfon, in the reign of Howel
nor is it clear at what period they were divided, till the time of Guffudd ab Cynan. Milton, elegantly fays :

Bleft pair of Syrens, pledges of Heaven’s joy, '
Sphere-born harmonious fifters, voice and verle,
Wed your divine founds, and mix’d pow’r employ ! | |

About the year 1070, Bleddyn ab Cynvyn, Prince of North Wales, the author of another code of Welth
Laws, eftablifhed fome regulations refpecting the mufical Bards ", and revifed and enforced thofe which
were already made.

About the year 1100, the great Prince Gruffudd ab Cynan invited to Wales fome of the beft
muficians of Ireland **; and being partial to the mufic of that ifland, where he was born, and
obferving with dilpleafure the diforders and abufes of the Wellh Bards, created a body of inftitutes for
the amendment of their manners, and the corretion of their art, and pratice . Accordingly I find in an
old MS. of Welth Mufic *°, in the library of the Welfh fchool, a curious account of fo remarkable a

ICCO=

“ Leges Wallicae, p. 68, &c. mans and Saxons, againlt Grufudd ab Cynan. We might perhaps

U eges Wallicae, or Howel’s Laws, p. 68, &c. We find the |have been convinced of Cellan’s great abilities in the arts, had
fame refpeét paid to the muticians,in other conltitutions. ¢ Whe- the lived, aund alfo of the beauty of his eloquence, as he could
ever {hall ftrike a barper, who can harp in a publicalfembly ,fhall (have deferibed the brave exploits and warlike achievements
compound with him by a compen{ation ot four times more than lof his Prince, for which his fame was fignalized in Wales, Ire-
for any other man of the fame condition.”® Leg. Ripuarigram |land, the Danilh Iflands, and among other nations. 4 MS.
et Wefinorum. Lindenbroc. Cody, LL. Antiq. Wifigoth. Se¢. d. D. | Hiflory of Prince Gruffudd ab Cynan.
1613 Tit. 5. § wult. 7 Ibid. Allo Powel’s Hiflory of Waler, p. 115 and 19v. Clarke’s

2 Howel’s Laws, p. 37. § 11. 12. Preface to the Welth Laws, p. 25. and Rhydderch’s Wellb Gram.

-

13 Howel’s Laws, p. 307. 3tit Triad. mar, p. 177, &c.
' Howel’s Laws, p. 37. § 12. i ¢ Some part of this MS. according to a memorandum
Lleavelyn’s Bard hdd {uch a high opinion of his prince's gene-|which I found in ity was tranicribed in the time of Charles the
rofity, that he exclaims, “irlty by Robert ap Huw of Bodavigen, in the ifle of Anglefey, from
“ Were [ to altk my prince a boon, Witliam Penllyn’s book” Dr. Burney’s Hiftory of Mufic ; Vol. Il
¢ Even if it were the full-orb’d moon, | p. 110.. William' Penllyn is recorded among the {uccefsful candi-
¢ He ’d give it—prince of gen’rous foul ! dates on the harp, at an Eiffeddvod at Caerawys,in 1568, where he
¢ He’d give his faithful Bard the whole ! was ele@ed onc of the chiet Bards and Teachers of initrumental

s Dr.. Rhys’s Grammatical Inflitutes of the Welfb Language, [fong. Pennant’s Tour to North Wales, printed 1778, p. 438.
P 205. This MS. Dr, Burney informs me, ¢ contains picces for the harp
” f)r. Powel, in his noteson Caradoc, informs us, that cither [that are in full harmony, or counterpoint : they are written in
our Mufic came hither with Prince Grufudd’s Irifh muficians, or |a peculiar notation, and {uppofed to be as old as the year 1100
was compofed by them afterwards, Mr. Wynne, the otherjat lealt. Such is the known antiquity of many of the fongs
editorof (E,!aradoc’s Hiftory, miltaking this paffage in Dr. Powel, {mentioned in the collection.”” Hiltory of Mulic, ibid.
and not diltinguithing inftrumental mufic from 1aufical inftru | The 24 meafures of Mulic are here annexed from the MS, in the
ments, hath mifled his readers by aflerting that the Harp and |original Welth, for the purpofe of afliting future enquiries, and
Crawth came from Ireland, See Wynne's Hiflory of Wales. edit. |[{hewing, by the variety of its technical terms, what perfection
1774 p- 159+ Further information may be {feen in the next page.|the art had formerly acquired. As they have never been ex-
It is recorded, in the life of Prince Gruffudd ab Cynan, that|plained, I forbear attempting a tranflation, from apprehenfion
€cllan, Pencerdd Telyn, his chief mulfician of the harp, fell in a jof miftake, and mifleading the reader.
battle which was fought ip Apglefey between the invading Nor.
2 Alfarch
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revolution, beginning with thefe words : — Here follow the Four-and-twenty Meafures of InRrumental Mulc,
all conformable to the laws of harmony, as they were fettled in a Congrefs by many Profe[fors, jkilful in that [cience,
Wellh, and Irifh, in the reign of Gruffudd ab Cynan, and written in books by order of bath parties, princely, and
principally, and then copied, (Tc .

This grand reformation of the Bards was effeCted by dividing them into clafles, and afligning to each
clafs a diftin& profeflion and employment. 'We have hitherto viewed them in a very various and extenfive
fphere. It was their office to applaud the living and record the dead : they were required to poffefs learn.
ing and genius, a fkill in pedigrees, an acquaintance with the laws and metres of poetry, a knowledge of
harmony, a fine voice, and the command of an inftrument. This diverfity of charalter is well exprefled

by Drayton, in the fixth fong of his Polyolbion :
¢¢ Mufician, Herald, Bard, thrice may’{t thou be renown’d,
¢ And with three feveral wreaths immortally be crown’d !”’

Such variety of excellence was unattainable by human capacity. The Bards were now therefore diltributed
into three grand orders, of Poets, Heralds, and Muficians ; each of which again branched into fubordinate

diftin&ions. ; .
Neither of thefe orders or diftin&tions was any longer compatible with thofe with whieh it had been

connected, or with any other profeflion.
¢ One [cience only will one genius fit ; | '
¢ So vaft is art, fo narrow human wit :
¢ Not only bounded to peculiar arts,
“ But oft in thofe confin’d to fingle parts—— Py,

According to a more minute arrangement, there were of regular Bards, proceeding to degrees in the
Eifteddvod, fix claffes : three of Poets, and three of Muficians. '

The firft clafs of the Poets confilted of hiftorical, or antiquarian Bards *, who fometimes mixed prophecy
with their infpiration : they were alfo critics and teachers: and to them belonged the praife of virtue and
the cenfure of vice. It was their duty to celebrate the gifts of fancy and poetry. Of them it was required
to addrefs married women without the air of gallantry, and the clergy in a lerious ftrain fuitably to their
fundtion, to fatirife without indecency, and without lampooning to anfwer and overthrow the lampoons of
the inferior Bards.

The fecond clafs was formed of domeftic, or parenetic Bards *, who lived in the houfes of the great, to

celebrate their exploits, and amiable qualities : they fung the praifes of generofity; contentment, domeftic
happinels,

{ ability of each being confonant to one another towards forming
the fong, to preferve it in memory, to perform, and to explain
it with correétnels. The names of the four chief muficians

* Llyma ’r Pedwar Mefur ar bugain cerdd Dant,
yn ol rheol vefur oll, waly cyvanfoddwyd meswn Eifleddwod Sc. MS.

were, Alban ab Cynan, Rhydderch the Bald, Matholweh the

Mac y mw’n bir. Cér-Vinvain. Trwfgw! Mawr. _
Can ;fgniwr. Cir- Wrgog. Tudyr Bdch. Gawythelian, and Alav the Songfler. The audience were Henry
L!ﬂff'gﬂf!fﬂ: Sa,ﬁ Ma;_r mavynvaen. Rﬂﬂ&ﬂﬁi, Cﬂ{"ﬁ 1‘1‘5.!.' :Hﬂf?frp and many ﬂthEI‘S, afﬁtling with thEi[‘
Rbiniart. Bréth yn ysgol. Toddyw. advice and fcientihc knowledge. And by the countel of thofe
Cér-Aldan. Fflam Gwrgan. Hatyr. learned men, the fkill of the ﬁﬂfttfr of Mufic, and the four pro-
Trefi heli. [ Mac y mawn byre. | Macy Delgi. feflors of the art, and by the unanimous agreement of all, were
Wafach. Calchan. Yr Alban Hyvaidd. | made the twenty-four meafures ; and to give Rability to thofe, the
Cordia tytlach. Brut Odidog, | Alvarch, tawenty -four Canons were formed. They were made for three
reafons: the firft, for compofing a piece; the fecond, for

In the fame MS. are preferved the five principal Keys of Welfh

knowing the merits of it ; and the third, for preferving it in

Mufic, eftablifhed b{‘ﬂlf—‘ fame authority. memory 3 as their names follow further on, in the Welih and
Is gywair, _tht: ow Key, or KE{)‘D{ C. Hibernian language. And Maevrchan the Gwyddelian was Lord
wair, the Sharp Key, or D. of Ireland at that time; by whom they were confirmed in a

Cras gy

Lleddv gywair, the oblique Flat Key, or F.
Go gywair, the third above the Key-note is flat.
Bragod gywair, the Mixt, or Minor Key.—
A manuflcript, ibelonging to Sir Watkin Williams Wynne,
contains fome curious information refpecting the Wellh Mulic;

which I have given here, literally tranflated.

Cerdd Dannau.

¢ This book is called the Prefervation of Jafirumenial Mufc ;

that is to fay, the Harp

, and Cewrth, withinthe three principalities

of Cambria ; formed of the fcience of Mufic, through the know-
ledge and invention of a Do&or of Mufic, affited by four chief
profellors of the Harp, and Cwrth; and the good will and

place called Glyn-Achlach, through his power and offices ; and

| he further decreed, that every perfon thould {fan&ion them.”

That was about the year 1096, when Gruffydd ab Cynan, and
Cadwgan ab Bleddyn, were retreated to Ircland : Hugh, Earl of
Chefter, and Owen ab Edwyn, having taken pofleilion of their
lands, and of the Ifle of Anglefey. —

* Prydydd, or Pofvardd.

3 Teuluwr, or Family Bard.

When the king rode out of his caflle, hisattendants were 36
men : thatis to fay, the 24 ofhcers, and 12 guells, belides his
family, his gentlemen, and bis Bacds. Leges Wallice, p. 11.

“ We find the King had a}ways a civil judge to attend him,
and
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happinefs, and all the focial virtues : and thus eminently contributed to enliven the leifure of their patrons.
It was alfo their province to requelt prefentsin a familiar ealy vein, without importunity. - |

The third clafs, though laft, was probably not lealt in elteem, was the Arwyddveirdd, which confifted
of Herald Bards ¥, who were the national chroniclers, were allo well verfed in pedigrees and blazonry
of arms,and the works of the primary Bards, {uch as Taliefin Pen Beirdd, Myrddin Emrys, and Myrddin
ab Morvryn. According to the account of them which Giraldus* has given in the fucceeding century,
they were admirably qualified for Poetry, if invention be one of its principal requifites : for he affirms that
they could trace back the defecents-of their princes and nobles, not only to Roderic, but to Beli, Sylvius,
Zneas, and even to Adam himfelf. But their Poetry was of an humbler kind : it was ufually confined to
fubjects of jocularity, mimickry, invective, and reproach.

Of the mufical Bards, the firft clafs was appropriated to the performers on the Harp. Athraw, a
Do&or, or Malter of Mufic fhould know the 3 excellent Maochw/, which were deemed equal to 4 Colovn ;
and each Colovn was equivalent to 10 Cw/wm. The 3 new Mwchwl were ranked equal tothe 4 Cadair; and
the 3 Cadair were § Cwlwm each °. Concerning the muficians, the reader may collect further information in
pages 32 & 84 of this hiftory, and from an account of the Welth mufical inftruments further on in this volume.

The fecond contained performers on the fix-ftringed Crith ; concerning whom allo I refer the reader
to the fame places for information.

The third confifted of fingers, whole employment was to fing to the harps of others, the compofitions of
the poetic Bards ; but from whom a variety of other qualifications were expefted. ¢ A finger, faid the
Laws, fhould know how to tune a Harp, or Crzth, and to play feveral eflays and embellithments, two pre/udes,
a cwlwm, a caniad, and the 13 principal tunes with all their flats and fharps. He fhould underftand likewife
the 13 principal ftyles of expreflion, and to execute them with his voice, &c. in feveral fongs ; he fhould know
the 24 metres of Poetry, and the 24 meafures of Mufic, and be capable of compofing in twoof the Engy/n
metres ? and in one of the Cywydd metres. He thould read Welfh with propriety, and write it with exanefs,
and be fkilful in correting and reftoring any old poem or fong that has been corrupted by tranfcribers.”

At

and one of the chief lords to confult with tipon all emergen-
cies. He had a Bard to celebrate the praifes of his anceftors ;
a 'Chronicler to regilter his adions ; a Phyfician to take
care of his health, and a Mufician to entertain him. Thefe
were obliged to be always prefent, and to attend the King
whitherfoever he went. Befides thefe, there were a certain
number of heroic men called Milewyr, who attended him,
when he ‘ent ‘6n his progrefs, or marched out with his army,
and were refolved to ftand by him, even at the expence of their
lives.” Qawen’s Hiftory of the Ancient Britons, p. 21 and 22 .

* Clerwr, Arawyddvardd : Itinerant or Circuit Bard, or Herald.

S Caméria Deferiptio, cap. 3. |

¢ Thefe technical terms of Welfh mufic are very obfcure,and
are too unintelligible to admit of a pofitive tranflation. If I
fhould hereafter be able to decypheér the notation of the ancient
and very curious MS. which I have quoted before, much light

would be thrown on this intricate fubje&. ‘Till that defirable
obje is accomplifhed, the candid reader will accept the follow-
ing imperfect attempt to explaia it.

Cwlwm, a melodious air, or fong with words.

Colovn, fundamental fubje&, or part of a piece of mufic.

Cydgerdd, harmony, mulfic in parts, or accompaniments.

Cadair, a malterly piece of mulfic, I conje€ture, by the per-
formance of which the mufical Bards rofe to the {uperior de-
grees, and to the chair ; whence it probably took its name.

Caniad, a tune, or fong.

Gofleg, a prelude, or overture.

Deivr, a diverting air, or divertifement. Query, whether
this was a fpecies of National Melody, {o called from the county
of Durham ¢

Mavchaol, this {cientific piece of mufic, it feems, was ac.
quired only by a pencerdd, or Doétor of Mufic of the Harp.

7 ¥ Pedwar Mefur ar hugain Cerdd Davod.

Unod! union.
Unodl gyrch
Unodl graweca
Profl cyvneaidiog
Profl cadwynodl
Deuasr ﬁfrft:'_ll l

Deuair wyrion Parallel Metre.

Llofgyrnog
Awdl gywydd ‘

T oddaid
Hir a thoddaid
Byr a thoddaid
Cyhydedd ver
Cyhydedd bir
Cybydedd nawban
Huppynt bir
Aawdl, & Huppynt hyr
Gwawdodyn hir
Gwawdat{’f: byr
Cadwyn vyr
Tawddgyrch cadwynog
Cyrch a chwtta
Clogyrnach
Gorchefl y Beirdd,

Engyln. Clofe Metre.

ﬂjw_j'dd.{

l Lyric Metre.

The 24 Metres of Poetry, or of Vocal Song.
Unirythm direét.
Unirythm recurrent.
Unirythm inverted.
The vowel-varied rhyme.
Alternate rhyme.

Long diltich recitative.
Short diftich recitative.
Tailed, or Saphic.
Mulrirythm pentametric.
Melting.

Long and melting.

Short and melting.

Short trochaic.

Long and of equal extent.
Nine fyllabled Iambic.
Long Brunt.

Short Brunt.

Long Heroic, or Parenetic.
Short Heroic, or Parenetic.
Short chain.

Soft concatenated incurlive.
Uncurfive with a little tail.
Irregular ftanza.

Malter picce of the Bards.




a1
At the nuptials of the prince, or any of the princely blood, the finger attended on the illuftrious Bride, and
at thofe entertainments was expeéted to carve dextroufly every kind of fowl that might come before him.
Such, and fo various, were the regular Bards, who by a noviciate and probation of an appointed term of
years, and the performance of poetical and mufical exercifes, acquired degrees in the Eifeddvod. As that
venerable affembly exilted long before the period I am defcribing, a defcription of it ought, perhaps, to

have been already exhibited : but I chofe to wait till, under the aufpices of a prince to whom our Poetry
and Mufic are for ever obliged, I am enabled to dilplay it to the eyes-of the curious in its moft perfect form.

THE STATUTE OF PRINCE GRUFFUDD AB CYNAN.

The Eiffeddvod was a triennial affembly of the Bards, (ufually held at Aberffraw?®, the royal feat of the
Princes of North Wales, formerly fituated in Anglefey ; likewile Dinevawr, the royal caftle of the Princes of
South Wales, in Caermarthenfbire ; and Mathravael, theroyal palace of the Princes of Powis, in Montgomerya
Jhire ; ) for the regulation of Poetry, and Mufic, for the purpofe of conferring degrees, and of advancing
to the chair of the Eiffeddvod, by the decifion of a poetical, and mufical conteft, fome of the rival candidates;
or eftablithing in that honourable feat the Chief Bard who already occupied it.

Wifhing to convey to my readers a clear idea of this important fubjet, 1 annex an extract, faithfully
tranflated, from the fatute of Prince Gruffudd ab Cynan, concerning the manner of holding an Eifeddwvod.

When the congrefs bath affembled, according to notice and fummons previoufly iffued, at the place appointed,
they fhall choofe as umpires twelve perfons fkilled in the Welfh Language, Poetry, Mufic, and Heraldry ; who
Jhall give tothe Bards a fubjel? to fing upon, in any of the 24 metres; but not in amabean carols, or any fuch
Srivolous compofitions. The umpires fball fee that the candidates do not defcend to fatire, or perfonal in-
vective, and fball allow to each a fufficient interval for compofing bis Englyn, or Cywydd, Mufic, or other tafk that
they fhall affign. They fball morcover take down the names of the feveral Bards prefent intending to exbibit,
that every one may be called by bis name, in order, to the chair to perform bis compofition. The unfuccefiful
candidates, fhall acknowledge in writing that they are overcome, and fhall deliver their acknowledgment to the
chief Bard, that is, to himwho fhall obtain the honour of the chair: and they all fball drink health to the chief Bard,
- and all fhai pay bim fees : and be fball govern them till be is overcome in a future Eifteddvod °.

From this injunction it appears, that the duties which upon this occafion, in the reign of Howel, be-
longed to the judge of the palace, were afterwards held in commiffion. |

What ferved greatly to heighten the emulation of the Bards, if they wanted arly additional incitement,
was the prefence of the prince, who ufually prefided in thele contelts. Their compofitions delivered upon
thefe occafions are frequently upon hiftorical fubjects, and are valuable for their authenticity ; for it was the
bufinefs of the Eiffeddvod, not only to give laws to Poetry and Mufic, but to extinguifh falfehood, and
eftablifh certainty, in the relation of events, ¢ A cultom fo good (fays Drayton) that, had it been judi-
«¢ cioufly obferved, truth of flory had not been fo uncertain : for there was, we fuppofe, a corre&ion of
¢¢ what was faulty in form, or matter, or at leaft a cenfure of the hearers upon what was recited. Of which
¢ courfe fome have wilhed a recontinuance, that cither amendment of opinion, or change of purpofe in
< publifhing, might prevent blazoned errors *°.”

Before any perfon could be enrolled in the Eiffeddvod, the permiffion of the prince , or lord, within whofe
jurifdi&tion he lived, was neceflary. If he defired to proceed to' degrees in Pnetry', he was obliged at his
prefentation to explain the five Englyn Metres, and to fing them in fuch a manner, that one of the principal
Bards would declare upon his confcience that he was competent to be admitted. He then became the pupii

Of all thefe Metres, fpecimens are exhibited by Dr. Rbys, Fobn
Rhydderch, and the Rev. Mr. Gronw Owwen, ({ee Beirdd Min, by
Hugh Jones, 18mo. London, 1763 :) alfo in the conltitutions
of the Society of Cymmrodorion, reprinted 1778. There are other
metres, now accounted obfolete and irregular; fuch as Triban
or Englyn Milwr, the Warrior’s Song ; LE::‘g{}w o'r hén ganiad,
the Song of the Arcient Strain ; Englyn gar-hir, the Song of
the Long Thigh ; Lnglya cildwra, the Song of the Clinchcd
Tift.

The 24 Metres were probably antecedent to the 24 meafures of
Mufic, for the latter {eem to have been adapted to, and found-
ed upon them. :

¢« The Cambro-Britifb Mufe hath, at the inftance of her vo.
taries, condefcended to put on various other garbs wherein fhe
hath appeared not only not ungraceful, but even with fome de-
gree of dignity.and eafe ; yet the robes fhe hath ever gloried in,
are the Taventy four celebrated ancient Briiifb Metres, unknown to

every Mufe bgfides, and wherein fhe hath always thone withl

 (hire, to Aberffraw, in Anglefey, about the year 870.

unrivalled luftre.”” Walter’s Differt. on the Welfb Language,
] I'

d ’5Raderf£ the Great, King of all Wales and the Ifle of Man,
changed the royal refidence from Caer Segonty in Caernarvon-
He di-
vided his dominion into three, principalities, which he left to
his three fons. Gwynedd, Venedotia, or North Wales ; Debeu-
barth, Demetia, or douth Wales ; and Mathraval, or Powis ;
which, before the year 793, the royal refidence was kept at
Pengaern Powts, ot Shrewtbury.. Afterwards there were Five
Royal Tribes of Wales : Prince Griffith ab Cynan, of* Aberfraw,
in Anglefey, A.D. 1080 ; Prince Rhys ab Tudiry of Dincvawr,
Cacrmarthenfhive, 1080 ; Prince Bleddyn ab Cynvyn, of Mathra-
val, in Montgomerylhire, 1070 3 Elyflan Glodridd, of Maes yved,
Radnorfhire; Prince of the Marches; and Prince ileflyn ab
Gwrgant, of Dindryval, Glamorganfhire, 10go.

o Jobn Rhydderch’s Welfb Grammar, p. 188, 18q.

'* Notes on the Fourth Song of the Polyolbicn.

of
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of fome one of the principal Bards, whom he was obliged to aftend annually in Lent, without whofe
approbation he could make no compofition public ; and during three years, that is, till the next Eifeddvod,
remained a non-graduate, and was called Difiyb! V)jpas cerdd davod, a probationary ftudent of Poetry.

At the next Eiffeddvod, three years having expired, Di/gybl T/pas was examined for the degree of Difgzyb!
Dygyﬁfm'dd, or Bachelor of the Art of Poetry, and was required to be verfed in the five Englyn Metres, the
four Cywydd Metres, and three Awd/ Metres ; and to produce, in a fcholar-like manner, compofitions of
his own, free from the 1 5 common errors.—After the fame interval, the Bard took the degree of Difgybl
Penceirddiaidd, or Malter of the Art of Poetry, for which he was required to underftand the rules of Gram-
mar and Rhetoric, and analize and explain the alliterative concatenations of the language ; to efcape all
the errors; and to fing melodioufly, in parts, 21 of the metres.

To the Pencerdd, or Profeflor of Poetry, who obtained his degreeat the end of the fame period, belonged
the whole myftery of the art. He knew to fing in harmony, or concord, and was well ver(ed in tranfpofed
alliteration. Among his qualifications are enumerated, fertility in poetical fubjeéts, a ftore of niatter and
invention, authority of decifion, and a facility in compofing in praile of the great, what would be heard, or
read with molt delight, and longelt retained in memory.

If a Difgybl, or difciple of any degree, was difcovered in taverns or fecret places playing for money at dice,
or any other game, any perfon was authorifed to take from him whatever money was found in his purfe.
For mockery and derifion, and the invention or propagation of falfehood, the difciples were alfo punifhed
with'fines, and imprifonment. For, fay the laws, the Bards fhall be eafy and peaceful in their manners,
friendly in their difpofitions, and humble in their fervices to the prince and his adherents,

Thofe Bards alone who had acquired the degree of Pencerdd were authorifed to teach: nor were more
than a fingle pupil allowed to each Pencerdd. 'The pupils were exprefsly enjoined to refrain from ridiculing
their teachers, for that abfence and inattention which is natural to a contemplative mind. But the moft
valued privilege of the Penceirddiaidd was their exclufive right to the chair of the Eiffeddvod. All thofe
among them who afpired to the honour of prefiding over the Bards, came forward (as the ftatute prefcribes)
at the triennial affembly, and contefted it with each other, and with the Chief Bard who already poffefled
it. The fuccefsful candidate was feated in a magnificent chair, and was hence called Bardd Cadeiriawg, the
Chair-Bard. He was at the fame time invelted with a little filver, or gold chair, which he wore on his breaft
as the badge of his office. As his rank was high, his emoluments were confiderable : they arofe from the
Difgyblion, or {tudents, when they laid afide the hair-ftrung harp, at the expiration of three years ftudy, and
were admitted to the practice of their art; from brides on their nuptials ; and the marriage-fine of the
daughters of all the Bards within his jurifdiction, &c.

Whoever defired to proceed to degrees in Mufic, was prefented to the Eiffeddvod by a mufical Pencerdd,
who vouched for his capacity. During bis noviciate of three years, he was called Difgybl V)pds beb ridd,
a probationary {tudent of Mufic without a degree : and, if he learnt to play the harp, was only fuffered to
ufe that inftrument ftrung with horfe-hair, that he might not (as I conjecture) by his rude attempt at har-,
mory, torment the ears of the principality, and might purfue his ftudies with greater diligence, incited by
the hope of relinquithing it for one furnifhed with ftrings of a more audible and pleafing found.

His next ftep, after three years fudy, was to the degree of Difgybl Tjpds graddol, a graduate probationary
ftudent of Mufic, for which he was abliged to know ten cw/iwm, one colovn, five cwhwm cydgerdd, one cadair,
and eight caniad, or Songs.

His fecond degree, after fix years fudy, was Difgyb! Difgyblaidd, or Bachelor of Mufic, but was previ.
oufly required to be mafter of twenty cwlwm, two colovn, ten cwlwm cydgerdd, two cadair, fixteen caniad,
and the twenty-four meafures of Mufic ; and to play them with facility and correctnels.

At the expiration of nine years he became Difgybl Penceirddiaidd, or Mafter of Mufic, a degree which implied
a preparatory knowledge of thirty cw/wm, three colovn, fifteen cwlwm cydgerdd, three cadair, twenty-four
caniad, and four goffeg ; and fkill in defining them properly, and diftinttly.

The fourth degres, he was admitted Percerdd, Athraw, or Do&tor of Mufic*, and was obliged to know forty.
cwlwm, four colovn, twenty cwlwm cydgerdd, four cadair, thirty-two caniadau, and four gofeg ; to under-
ftand all the laws and modifications of harmony, efpecially the twenty-four Meafures of Mufic, and

* According to another manufcript, a Peacerdd might challenge any other to perform, or to fing for the prize, after giving
a year and a day’s notice. If he fucceeded, he carried it off 5 if not, he loft his degree ; and the viétor kept the prize for life,

but was obliged te produce it triennially at the Eifeddved, or Congrefs of the Bards.
9 to
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to explain them as they were written in the book of mulfical divifion * : to compofe a leflon, pronnuncgd
faultlefs by the proficient Bards, and to thow all fts properties, its divifions, and fubdivifions, its licenfes and
refts, the diatonic notes, all the flats, and {harps, and evety change of movement through the feveral keys.
If the Pencerdd was a Harper, he was required to know the three famous Muwchwl, which were equal ta
the four colsvn ; and the three new Muwchw! were equal to the four cadair. All this he was obliged to

know and performin a malterly manner, fo that the Do&ors of Mufic fhould declare him competent to
be an author, and a teacher of his art. | .

The Eifteddvod was a rigid {chool. The poetical, or the mufi-al difciple, who at the expiration of his
triennial term could not obtain a higher degree, was condemned to lofe that which he already pofleffed.

Every chief Bard, or Bardd Cadeiriawg, who had acquired the honours of the chair, wore a gold, or filver
chair, pendent on his breaft, as a badge of his fuperior dignity ; but after the time of Prince Gruffydd ab
Cynan, the mufical Bards wore 2a feparate order. See page 89 ; where there is an engraving of the filver
Harp, waich is in the pofleflion of Sir Thomas Moftyn, in Fiintfhire; and has been from time immemorial
in the gift of his anceftors, to beftow on the chief of the faculty®. This badge of honour ig about fix inches
and a half fong, and farnifhed with ftrings equal to the number of the Mufes, and was worn by the
chief Mufician, as the filver chair was by the chief Poet, or the golden tongue by the chief Singer.-

The revenues of the Bards arofe from prelents at princely and other nuptials, and from fees in thejr an-
nual circuits at Chrifgmas, Eafter, and Whitfuntide, and in their triennial Clera, or grand circuit. Their feeg
and prefents were regulated with proportion to their degrees : and the number of vifitants to the condition
of the perfon that received them. Likewife, in order to encourage the cldrw’r to keep up the language,
and the memory of the exploits, and pedigrees of theBritons, they were allowed a certaln fum out of every
plough-land, and in proportion out of every half plough-land of their diftriq. A month before each fefti.
val, the pupils enquired of their teachers what routs they fhould take in their approaching circuit, left too
many fhould refort to the fame part of the country. A Pencerdd was not licenfed to vifit the commonalty,
unlefs he chofe to accept a fee beneath his ftation and dignity : nor could any Bard of an inferior degree
appear before the gentry, and nobles. The Bards were not fuffered to requelt prefents beyond a cerrain
value, under penalty of being deprived of their mufical inftruments, and praice for three years : when
this happened, the prefent illegally requefted became forfeit to the prince.

The Eifieddvod was followed by the grand triennial Clera, which was not
feftivals, to commots, and cantreds, but extended through all Wales. Such was the benevolence of the Wel(h
inftitutions, that Bards affli¢ted with blindnefs, or any fuch natural defe@, were indulged with the privilege
of Clera, as well as the four poetical, and the five mufical graduates. At a wake or feltival,
Bard was not fuffered, during its continuance, to depart from the hcufe he had firft vifited, without the
confent of the mafter of the houfe, or invitation given him by another. If he rambled from houfe to houfe,
or became intoxicated, he was deprived of his Clera fees, which were applied to the ufe of the church, If
he offered any indecency to miftrefs, or maid, he was fined and imprifoned, and forfeited his Clorg for
feven years. -

Every art has its fubordinate profeflors. Befides the four claffes of regular, or graduated Bards, I have
recounted, there were four other claffes of inferior and unlicenfed Songiters, which were called C/4r y dom,
or the meaner, and more unfkilful itinerant muficians, and poets * ; alfo, they were called B4, y Glér, or the
loweft clafs ; but properly termed in Englith, Min/rels. Thefe were Pipers, Players on the three-{tringed
Crwth, Taborers, and buffoons. OFf the pipe, the three-ftring Crath, and the tabor, the reader will find
fome mention near the trophy of the mufical inftruments of the Welfh. The performers who uled them,
were looked upon among Bards, as weeds among flowers ; they had no conneQion with the Eifeddvod ;
and their eftimation and profits were equally inconfiderable. One of their number, the Datceiniad Pen
Paftwn, was a minftrel who ' rehearfed only, and played no inftrument : on occafions of feltivity, he
{tood in the middle of the hall where the.company were affembled, and beating time with his ftaf, Ifung a
poem to the found. When any of the regular Bards were prefent, he attended them as g fervant, and
did not prefume to fing, unlefs they fignified their affent,

limited, as the circuits of the

a cin:uiting

* This MS. called L_"wr Dojparth, 1 fear is not now extant. - ® Of

the Bardic, or Druidic Inftitution : .
de Dignitatibus Baronie de Kemes, that is, of the Dignities of the Barony of Kemes, t ’ 10l mentioned in

he 16th peculiar honour annexed to it :
thefe words, “ The Difpofal of the Silver Harp belongs to that Barony, as if to the Maufion of occurs in

. : the Prince, which in the ok
“ of the lord, is delivered to his Monaltery of 8t. Dogavael’s to be kept.” ’ N the ablence

* The Englifh word Bungler, is*derived from Bin-y-Glér ; and particularly the French term  Fonglenr, is 2 Shikikion
from Bén-y.Glér, or Bongler. |
5 The
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The omly conhexion that exilted between the Bards, and the lower order, or Minfrels, we difcerer in the
appointment of C\ff €//r *, at the marriage of a prince, or any perfon of princely extrattion. A year and a
day before the celebration of the nuptials, notice was given to a Pencerdd, or DoQor of the Art, to prepare
himfelf to fupport that character. 'When the time came, he appeared in the hall ; and a facetious fubject
being propofed, the "Rhapfodifts furrounded him, and attacked him with their ridicule. In thefe extempore
fatyrical effufions they were reftrained from any perfonal allufion, or real affront. The C ffClér fatina
chair in the midft of them, and filently fuffered them to fay whatever they chofe, that could tend to the diver-
fion of the affembly. For this unpleafing fervice he received a confiderable fee. The next day he appear-
ed again in the hall, and anfwered his revilers, and provoked the laughter and gained the applaufe of all
who were prefent, 0y expofing them in their turn, and retorting all their ridicule upon themfelvess.,

At Chriftmas, in the year 1177, Rbys ab Gruffjdd, Prince of South Wales, gave a magnificent enter-
tainment with deeds of arms, and other fhows, in hisﬁ new caltle of Cardigan, or Aberteivi,toa great number
of illuftrious natives, and foreigners ; notice of which had been given a year and a day before, by procla-
mation through all Britain, and Ireland. The mufical Bards of North Wales, and South Wales, who had
been exprefsly invited to the feftival, and to a mufical and poetical contelt, were feated in chairs with much
ceremony in the middle of the great hall of the caltle. Animated with their ufual emulation, the prefence
of their noble audience, and expectation of the rich rewards promifed to the victors, they purfued to a great
length their generous ftrife, which rerminated with honour to both parties, the pre-eminence in Poetry
being adjudged to the poetical Bards of North Wales ; and in mufic to the domeftic Muficians of Prince Rbys.
In thus regaling his guelts with poetry, and mufic, the Welfh prince (as Lord Lyttelton remarksin his
Hiftory of Henry IL.) kept up the ancient cultom of his country, and, by the number and fkill of the Poets
and Muficians he aflembled together, did undoubtedly much excel what Henry could exhibit in the fame
way to him, and to the other chiefs of Wales, when he entertained them in his royal cattle of Oxford *.

At this feaft, the Bards were confirmed by the prince’s authority in the franchifes and privileges granted
them by former f{tatutes. They were alfo recompenfed with fees, fettled by prefcription,and proportioned
to the order of their profeflion, and the degree they had obtained in it *.

Though the age of Rhys was thus propitious to the Bards, we fhould have remained unacquainted with
the nature of the poetry and mufic, for which they were {o highly valued, if they had not found in Giraldus
Cambrenfis®, an hiftorian worthy of their fame. He was a native of the country, and travelled in it in
fearch of information with fuch an induftrious and philofophical fpirit of learaed curiefity, as very rarely
occurs in thofe early times. The manner in which the fubjet of Welfh Mulfic is treated, in the following
quotation from his Delcription of Wales, will fufficiently juftify its length.

« By the [weetnels of their mufical inftruments they footh and delight the ear : they are rapid, yet deli-
cate in their modulation ; and by the altonifhing execution of their fingers, and their [wift tranfitions from
difcord to concord, produce the molt pleafing harmony. This cannot be better explained than by what I
have faid in my Topography of Ireland concerning the mufical inftruments of the three nations.—It is remark-
able, that in all their hafte of performance they never forget time and mufical proportion ; and {uch is their
art, that with all their infletion of tones, the variety of their inftruments, and the intricacy of their har-
mony, they attain the perfection of confonance and melody, by a fweet velocity, an equable difparity, and a
difcordant concord, as if the ftrings founded together fourths, or fifths : they always begin with B flat, and
afterwards return to it, that the whole may be completed under the fweetnels of a grand and pleafing found.
They enter into a movement, and conclude it in fo delicate 2 manner, and play the little notes fo {portively
under the blunter found of the bafe ftrings, enlivening with wanton levity, or communicating a deeper
internal fenfation of pleafure, that the perfe&tion of their art appears in the concealment of it.  For,

Art profits when conceal’d,
Difgraces when reveal’d.”

$ Powel’s Hiltory of Wales, p, 205, Dr. ¥. D. Rhyss

¢ Cyf is the Butt of the Clér ; and Clér, are Mulficians, |
Welp Poctical Grammar, p. 295.

Mir
Poets, or Minftrels. From the Celtic Clkr, came Clergan, to

fignify Church Singers , afterwards ufed for the body of the
Clergy, to diftinguith them from the Laity: alfo, Cleriach, is
a Clergyman in Irith. '

3 Dr. Rhys’s Inltitutes of the Wellh Language, p. 296, &c.
Rhydderch’s Grammar, p. 179, &c. and Caradoc’s Hiftory of
Wales, augmented by Wynne, p. 205.

+ Hiltory of Henry 11. gto.vol. 111 p. 302.
2

¢ Sylvelter Giraldus, or Giraldus Cambrenfis, of a noble Fle-
mith family near Tendy, in Pembroke/bire, was born in 1145.
He was fecretary to Heary 11. tutor to King fobn, and Bifbop
of $¢. David’s.  In 1187 he accompanied Baldw:n, archbithop
of Canterbury, into Wales, to preach the Crufade. He wrote
an Irifp and Wellb Itinerary, and other works., He died and

was buried at 87, Dawid’s, about the age of 70.
- Here
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Here I cannot refrain from interrupting this curious narrative of Giraldus, for the purpofe of introducing,
from one of Philips’s paltorals, fome lines which are beautifully defcriptive of thofe effe&s which the harp
is peculiarly capable of producing, and for which it is univerfally admired :

* ® Now lightly fkimming o’er the ftrings they pals,
¢ Like wings that gently brufh the plying grals,
¢ And melting airs arife at their command ;
« And now, laborious, with a weighty hand,
¢ They fink into the chords with folemn pace,
¢ And give the fwelling tones a manly grace.”

* From this caufe, thofe very ftrains which afford deep and unfpeakable mental delight to thofe who have
looked far, and fkilfully penetrated into the myfteries of the art, fatigue rather than gratify the ears of
others, who, though they fee, do not perceive, and, though they hear, do not underftand. By fuch the
fineft Mufic is efteemed no better than a confufed and diforderly noife, and will be heard with unwillingnefs

and difguft. The Welfh have three kinds of mufical inftruments, the Harp, the Cruwth, and the Pipes .
They do not fing in unifon, like the inhabitants of other countries; but in many different parts. So that

in a company of fingers, which one frequently meets with in Wales, as many differenr parts and voices are
heard, as there are performers ; who all at length unite, with organic melody, in one confonance; and the
foft fweetnels of B flat.

In the northern parts of Britain, beyond the Humber, and on the borders of York/bire, the inhabitants
ufe in finging the fame kind of fyiphonious harmony; but with lefs variety, inging only in two parts, one
murmuring in the bafe, the other warbling in the acute or treble. Neither of the two nations has acquired
this peculiar property by art,. but by long habit, which has rendered it familiar and narural ¢ and the
pratice is now fo firmly rooted in them, that it is unufual to hear a fimple and fingle melody well fung.
And, which is ftill more wonderful, their children, from their infancy, fing in the famt manner *.”’

After the account that has been given of the mufical conftitutions of the Wellh, the teftimony of Giraldus
was not wanted to prove that they highly efteemed and cultivated mufic, and that harmony mult have exilted
among them in confiderable pertection. But, from the paffages I have quoted concerning their art, we
may collect, from the faireft prefumption of certainty, that they poflefled an improvement of it, the firft
invention of which has always been attributed to Guido°. They either were acquainted with counterpoint,’
and the method of finging in parts, or Giraldus him{elf mult have invented it, and given them the merit of
his difcovery. I cannot, without feeling a repugnance, contraditt the opinion of (o diligent an hiftorian,
and fo ingenious a critic as Dr. Burney '°; but I am perfuaded, that if he had previoufly enquired into the
mufical ftudies of the B&rrf.r, and their public eftablifhment, in the preceding centuries, he would not have
fuffered his unfavourable opinion of Giraldus’s veracity to prevail againit the ftrong light of his evidence.
If that the Bards underftood counterpoint requires further proof, it is to be found in the Iour and Twenty
ancient Games of the Welfb ** ; of which Canu Cywydd pedwar, ac accenu ; Singing a Seng in four parts, with
accenlaiions, 18 among the number: and in the MS. to which I have referred in p. 28, and 29 ; which con-
tains feveral Welfh tunes in full harmony, that may be alcribed with certainty to fo early a date as the
eleventh century, and fome of them to much remoter periods. Alfo, fce a paflage from Seneca t: and

of The Three Men’s Songs T.

? Camlrie Defcriptio, ch. 11.

® Ibid. ch. 12 and 13.

¢ ¢ [t 1s well known that Guida's new invented counterpoint
was exprcﬂ'-:d in long notes to protra& and lengthen out his
harmonious founds ; and that his movements were {low. But
Giraldus Cambrenfis, his contemporary, gives Us an amazing
account of the celerity, rdplmty execntion, and correéinefs,
- with which the Britons played in parts their intricate and com-
plicated mufic on their harps. If Guido’s invention had then
reached Wales, would they have been fo expert {o foon in the
praiice of it ; or would they have written their mufic in the
rude, old fafhioned manner of the M. you allude to, when a
much better method had been found out? It may therefore
be inferred that the Britons performed mufic harmonioufly in
parts, before the Italians.

« The charaders in the Welfh M5. were probably chaunts
or recitatives, ufed in bands of mulic, concerts, fymphonies,and

chorufes in great houfes, or perhaps in divine worfhip. We

Even

read of Kor Alun, Kor Aedan, Kor Efw_rw, Kor fﬁnwr. &e.
which ﬁgmﬁes a hnd}r, on number of voices, a.nd tni{rument:
joined in harmouy;’
A Letter from the Rev. Mr. Foans,of L!dn_f#:jmré with
which I was favoured in anfwer to my enquirie.

Alfo the name of the ancient and famous monaftery of
Bangor, in North Wales, feems to be derived from Bann-gér, or
famous chair. See p. 11.

Likewife, we rcad of Kdn Afaph, The Chant of Afaph. This
St. Afaph died A. D. §96; and the cathedral is named after
him to this day. Sec Brown Willis's Survey of St. Afaph,

. 131,
P Htﬂﬂt‘j’ of Mufic, vol. Il. p. 10§, &c.

# T annex an accurate copy, and tranflation of thefe celea
brated games, confifing of iwenlyfour kinds of r::rrcyh fd by the
ancient Britons, as they are printed in Dr. Davis’s Wellby Latin,
and Latin aud Welfh Dilienary, folio, London, 1632.

+ “ Delt
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- Even at this day, our untaught native harpers, who are totally unacquainted with modern mufic, retaid
fomething of that {kill for which the Bards were famous. For, like their great predeceflors, from whom

they have reccived their tunes by tradition, they perform, however rudely, in concert; they accompany .

the voice with harpegios, they delight in variations, and without deviation from their fubjet, .indulge the
fportive excurfions of mufical fancy. Luales fuére, cum tales fint reliquie **!

The Poetry, as well as the Mufic of the Bards, has received much illuftration from the pen of Giraldus -
and of its adherence to truth, and its ufe in recording events to polterity, he has tranfmitted to us a me-
morable example. In his time the veracity of the Welth Mufe was made known by an extraordinary
dilcovery to the world. Idenryll.about the year 1187, was led to the church-vard of Glaffonbury in fearch
.~ of the body of Arthur, by fome lines of Taliefin (delcribing the manner of his death, and the place of his
interment) that had been repeated in his prefence by a Welth Bard, (if I may borrow from Drayton,

one of his-beautiful apoftrophies :)

¢ To Pembroke call’d before the Englifh king,
And to thy powerful harp commanded there to fing ;. '
Of famous Arthur told’ft, and where he was interr’d,
In which thofe wrecklefs times had long and blindly err’d,
And ignorance had brought the world to fuch a pals
~ As now, which fcarce believes that Arthur ever was.

But when King Henry fent th’ reported place to view,
He found that man of men: and what thou faidft was true .’ ——

Y Pedair camp ar bugain, « - = - =

Rhedey.

Neidio.

Nowio. 6 Feats of
6 O rym Corph. Ymavael. activity.

Marchogaeth.

Cryvder dan bwyfau.

. [ Sacthu,
4 O rym arvan. Chawareu ¢leddyv a tharian. 4 Exercifes
: Chaevareu cleddeu deuddwwrn. WCAPGAS.

Chaareu ﬁn d’d'w_}'h;g.

The Four and Twenty games.

' [ Runaning.
Leaping.
Swimming.
Wreltling.
Riding, or feats in chariots of war.

Difplay of krength,in fupporting and hurling weights, fuch as
pitching thebar,oralarge ftone ; throwing thefledge, orquoits.

Archery, throwing thejavelin, and to hurl with a ling.
of ) Fencing with a {fword and buckler. .
Fencing with the two-handed {word.
Playing with the quarter ftaff.

Holworizet] Helaa Mi’gi. “Hunting.

3 fieiwriacii. -} mrly Pyfs. 3 Rural fports. {Fiﬂling.
Hela Aderyn. Hawking.
Barddoniaeth. " Poetry.
Canu Teiyn. Playing the Harp.
Darilain cymraeg. 7 Domeltic Reading Welth.

Gamp Deuluaidd § Canu cywydd gan dant. and literary J Singing a fong with the Harp, or Crwth.
Canu Cywydd pedwar, ac accenu. games. Singing an ode in four parts, with accentations.
T yanu arvau. Heraldry.
Herodraceth. Embafly.
Chawarecu towlbwrdd. Chefs.
Chawareu gewyddbwyil, 4 Inferior Draughts, and Shuffle-board.

4 Gogampau. Chavareu frijial. games.

Cyweirio telyn.

+ ¢¢ Doft thou not obfcrve how a chorus is made up of many
voices ? And yet the whole forms but one found. Some of thefe
voices are grave, fome acute, and fome between both. Women’s
voices are added to men’s, and with thefe flutes are inter-
mingled ; the voices of all are heard, buteach particular voice is
undiftinguifhable. I fpeak of the chorus which was known
the ancient philofophers. We have more fingers in our affem-
blies than there were formerly f{peétators in the theatres: for
all the paffages are filled with fingers,and theinfide of the places
is lined with trumpeters : the upper part of the ftage refounds
with every kind ot flutes, and organs, and harmony is made to arife
from dijfonant founds.

You teach me how grave and acute voices are brought into
agreement, and how Aarmony proceeds from ftrings which ren-

der unequal founds.” Seneca, Epifl. 84w

T Among their paltimes tormerly in Cornwall, it appears
they had fongs in three parts. -

“ Three men's fongs, cunningly contrived for the dilty, and plea-
Sfanily for the nore.””  Carew’s Hilt. of Cornwall, p. 72. fecond

rd.
Alfo the old Ballad, called the Tournament of Tottenham,

which is {aid to have been written before the reign of King

Dice, or Bdch Gammon.
Tuning the Hurp,

Edward the Third, has the following paffage :
¢ At that fealt were they ferved in rich aray,

Every five and five had a cokeney ;

And f{o they fat in jollity all the long day,

Tyb atnight, 1 trow, had a fimple aray :

Mickle mirth was them among ; * Sixemen’s fing,i. e,

In every corner of the houfe a fong for fix veices. Dr.

Was me!ndy dflicinus, P"f_?iiﬁﬁﬁguuaf.rfmfmt

For to hear precious ;E"g s ‘::'f”"' vol. 11. p,

Of fix men’s fong *.”” 3» 24.0f the 3d edition,

Likewife, Shakefpears ufes, * {hree-man, fong-men all,”’ in his

Winter’s Tale, to denote men that could fing catches, compofed
in three parts. See more confirmation in Dr. Pepufch'’s letter to
Mr. de Moivre, publithed in the Pbilofophical ¥ ranfadions, for
the year 1746. Alio, in Hawkin’s Hiji. of Mufic,vol. L. p. 408,
In Pot:er’s Obfervatioas on the prelent Stare of Mufic and Mufi-
ctans, 8vo, p. 11. 12. And in Dr. Smith’s Harmonics, 2d. ed. P-34-
3 Phedrus.
s Drayton’s Polyolbion, the 6th Song. See alfo the noteg
of the third fong. Froiffard fays, that King Arthur firit builc
the caitle ot Windfor. K. Arthur dicd on the 211t of May, in

=

A. D. 54a. .
This
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This is not fition. The [uccefs of the inveftigation was not ungrateful to the monarch’s poetic faith : and
Henry had the fatisfaltion to view the ftupendous remains, and to count the glorious wounds, of the laft of
Britons . ' | |
To thefe incidents Mr. Warton (with his ufual fkill and ingenuity,) has given a new and poetical form,
in an Ode called The Grave of Arthur, which poflfefles many beauties. |
“ I find a curious circumftance mentioned in Enderbic’s Hiftory of Wales, of a public charter of privileges
and immunities of King Arthur, to the School and Univerfity of Cambridge *, where among other memorable
things he declareth that his Chriftian predeceflors, Kings of Britain, had been inftructed there in learning
and religion, and in particular, fpeaking there of King Lucius, what immunities he granted to that uni-
verfity, and that this our firlt Chriftian king did receive the faith of Chrift, by the preaching of the learned
fcholars of Cambridge. This charter was dated at London, the 7th day of April, in the year of Chrift 531 *.
~ The three principal palaces, or Courts of King Arthur, were at Caer-lleon, on the river Ufk ?, in Mon-
mouththire ; Celliwig, in Cornwall ; and Penrbyn Rhbionedd, in Comberland.——2Britifh Triads, No. 57.
“ Aethai heb Dant, a Chantawr, Had it not been for Mufic, and Poetry, -
“ Ar goll, hanes Arthur gawr.” Even the feats of Arthur would have been inevitably loft.

The vfe of our poetryin preferving the memory of events, and the aid it bas lent to hiftory, is proved
by another example ; viz. of the celebrated Madog ab Owen Gwynedd, and his difcovery of America,
about the year 1170+ This we gather from the poems of Cynvrig ab Gronw, and Sir Meredudd ab Rhyjs,
and the more exprefs declaration of that learned herald bard, Guttyn Owain ; who all preceded the expe-
dition of Columbus, and relate, or allude to the expedition of Madog, as an event well known and univerfally
believed, that had happened three hundred years before, —

If Gegffrey of Monmoutl, when he tranflated Ty/fil/io, had known the works of Tali¢/in, and Llywarch Hén,
he might have found in them abundance of hiftorical paflages that would have ferved better to enlarge and
embellifh that venerable, and authentic hiftory, than thofe prophetick tales he has adopted. Juvat
integros accedere fontes °.

But left the purity of thefe genuine fources yet unexplored thould be doubted, let it be remembered that
the defcendants of the Celts could never be brought to think with the Greeks, and Romans, on the fubje of
heroic Poetry, which was held in fuch reverence by that primitive nation and its pofterity, that fable and
invention (the effence of the ‘claffical epopee) were never fuffered to make any part of it. From this caufe
neither the Britons, the Irifb, the Er/e, the Cornifb, nor the Armoricans, have ever to this day produced a
poem fimilar in its ftructure to the liad, or Zneid ; though molt other nations have fhown an inglorious
pride in imitating them. What in one country is called an heroic poem, and the grandeft performance of hu-
man art, is defpiled in another as a fabulous empty fong, calculated to pleafe a vain and boafiful people, who
have no actions of their own virtue and courage to be recorded, but are conftrained to have recourfe to
fiQitious gods, fititious heroes, fictitious battles, and {uch anachronifms as a grave Britith writer would have
bluthed to own. Hiftorians, who are acquainted only with the compofitions of this charater, may well
regard Poetry with the contempt they have ufually teftified, as a vain art, that draws its materials more from
fancy than from nature, and delights in fiCtion rather than truth. But widely different, is the Poetry of the
Britith Bards, which has ever been from the firlt of times, the facred repofitory of the aétions of great men.

The period which interfered between the reign of Gruffydd ab Cynan, and that of the laft prince, Llewelyn,
is the brighteft in our annals. It abounds with perhaps the nobleft monuments of genius, as well as valour
of which the Welfh nation can boaft. It will be fufficient for me to mention a few illuftrious names, who
with veneration derived from their great predeceflors the Arts of Poetry, and Mufic, and tranfmitted them
‘with augmented honours, to their pofterity. I wifh the limits of this effay would fuffer me to give more
than their names; or that my learned countrymen would thew fome of that enterprifing {pirit, for which their
anceftors were famed, and publifh their remains to the world. The poems of Meilir, the Bard of Gruffydd ab
Cynan ; Cynddelw Brydydd Mawr ; Owen Cyveiliog, Prince of Powys ; Gwalchmai ab Meilir ; Gwrgantab Rhjs;

' Guthrie’s Hiftory of England, vol. L. p. 102. (tain. King Arthur founded there an Univerfity, which con-
* Cambridge was _ﬁri”c built by Gaorgant Varvdraweh, (about | tained 200 learned Philofophers and Aftronomers : and there
175 years before Chrilt,) and was calledfrom him Caer-gawrgant, | he inftituted that celebrated order of Knighthood. Lewis's Hip,
as well asthe river called Cant. fle made this town hisregal feat, | of Britain, p. 51, &c.
and fo did his fon Gwythelin after him. Lewis’s Hifl. of Britain, * For a candid enquiry into this fubje&, fee Lord Lyttelton’s
P- 55- _ notes on the sth book of his Aif.of Henry 1I. Sce alfo Owen’s
¥ Enderbie’s Hiftory of Wales, p. 187, ° Britifb Remains, 8vo. London, 1977. Likewife Carte’s Hit."of
* Caer-nr Wyfg, in Monmouth{hire, was once the metropolis | England, Vol. 1. p. 638 ; and Powe/’s Hift, of Wales, p. 227.
of all Wales, and, for beauty and extent, the third city in Bri- | % Lucretiug,
' L Llywaréh
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Llywareh, the Bard of Llewelyn the Great ; Einion ab Gwalchmai ; and Gruffydd ab yr Ynad Céch ; are now
extant, and afcribed with certainty to their authors®. The moft diltinguifhed inftrumental compofers were
Cyvnerth, domeftic Mufician to Prince Maelgwn, Cubelyn ab Caw. Corferch, mulical Bard to Heilyn;
Davydd Athro ; Morvydd; and Cynwrig Bencerdd ; who all Rourifhed about the fixth century.—The fol-
lowing ten flourifhed about the year 1100: Alban ab Cynan ; Rhbydderch Voel; Alaw Gerddwr ; Carfi
Delynior ; Cellan Bencerdd ; Gwrgan ; Talgrych ; Ivan ab y Gév ; Llewelyn Delynior ; méb lvan ab y Gév,
And the following flourithed about the twelfth century : Davydd Gani, Delynior ; Einion Delynior ; Guwyn
Bibydd ; Gruffydd Vardd ; Alban Bridr ; T Pibydd Moel. Cyhelyn Vardd ab Gwyn-vardd’; Cadwgan: and
Gruffydd ab Adda ab Davydd, Prydydd a Thelynior, flourifhed about 1390. All thefe were celebrated
Muficians: we have a few remains of their compofitions in an old manufcript; and only the names of
others are preferved, by fome flight mention in the pages of [ucceeding poets.

“ Since Writing and practical Mulic have become feparate profeflions, the celebrity of the poor Mufician
has died with the vibration of his ftrings. The voice of acclamation, and thunder of applaule, pafs away
like vapours ; and thole hands that were molt ative in teftifying temporary approbation, fuffer the fame of
thole, who charmed away their cares and forrows in the glowing hour of innocent delight, to remain unre-
corded ®.”” Some of the mufical produtions of this period are to be found in the prefent collettion ; and
fome far more ancient. I decline the tafk of pointing them out by any decifive opinion, becaufe the ori-
ginal titles have often been changed, or lolt, and they are now known by other names, fubftituted by later
Bards in compliment to later patrons. This remark is minute, but neceflary ; for without it, the age ot
fome of the beft remains of Welth Mufic might inadvertently be miltaken.

Early in the twelfth century, Mufic and Poetry had approached their utmoft degree of perfe&ion in
Wales. Nor, by the common fate of the Arts in other countries, did they fuddenly fall from the eminence
they had attained. If in the progrefs of the fucceeding age they fhowed any fymptoms of decay, remedy
was fo diligently applied by the fkill of the Eiffeddwvod to the declining part, that they preferved their former
vigour, and perhaps acquired new graces. And had not the fatal accident, overwhelmed, in the hour of its
profperity, the hereditary princedom of Wales, which involved in the fame ruin its Poetry and Mufic, our
country might have retained to this day its ancient government, and its native arts, in the bolom of thole
mountains which protected them for ages. The Poets of thefe memorable times added energy to a nervous
language ; and the Muficians called forth from the harp its loudelt and grandeft tones, to re-animate the
ancient ftruggle of their brave countrymen for freedom, and the pofieflion of their parent foil. What was
the fuccefs of their virtuous and noble purpofe, the hiftory of the 2zras when they flourifhed, can beft explain.
It is no flight proof of their influence, that when the brave, but unfortunate prince Llewelyn the laft, after
the furrender of his rights, and the facrifice of his patriotifm to his love®, was treacheroufly flain at Buells :
Edward 1. did not think himfelf fecure in his triumph, till he added cruelty to injuftice, and gave the final
blow to Welfh liberty in the maffacre of the Bards . In this execrable deed, Edward imitated the policy
of Philip of Macedon, who demanded from the Athenians, as a condition of amity, the furrender of their
orators. The maflacre was general ; and, as fome of our moft eminent Bards muft have perifhed, it is
probable that many of their works, and of the remains of their predeceflors, were alfo deftroyed, and are for
ever loft. This lamentable event has given birth to one of the nobleft Lyric compofitions in the Englith
language: a poem of fuch fire and beauty as to remove, as a late writer has thought *, our regret of the
occafion, and to compenfate in fome degree for the lofs, But in heightening our regret confifts the great
merit of this admirable ode; and without beltowing on it any extravagant praife, I may boldly affirm,

® The works of moft of the early Bards are to be found in|

“ King Edward the Firft, about the year 1291, a fhort time
the Myvyrian Archaiology of Wales, lately collected from the

before he afcended the throne, took his Harger with him to the

oldeflt Welfh MSS. extant, and publifhed in three large oétavo
volumes, which contain molft nfp the Ancient Welfb Poems, Chro-
micles, Proverbs,&c. of the Ancient Britons; being the monuments
of Ancient Britith Hiftory, through the {pace of about 1zoo
years ; which is.an invaluable work, happily refcued from ob-
livion, by the praife-worthy and liberal a, of Mr. Owen jones,
merchant, of Thames-{treet, and a great admirer of his native
language.

2 Chwaer Cyhelyn bewrddyn bich, Chwibanogl, chawe’ buanach.

Davydd ap Gwilym.,

® Dr. Burney’s Hifltory of Mulfic, vol. IL. p, 70.

* See Wynne's Hiftory of Wales, edit. 1774, p, 183.

1 See Guthrie’s Hiftorical Grammar. Cam’:l}'ii&c-ry of Enﬁ]-
land, vol. Il. p, 196. And Evan’s Specimens of Ancient Wel
‘Poetry, p- 40 -

| 386.

Holy Land; and this mufician muft have been a clofe and con-
{tant attendant on his mafter ; for when Edward was wounded
with a poifoned knife at Plolemais, the Harper hearing the ftrug-
gle, ruthed into the royal apartment, and killed the aflaffin.
This fignal fervice from his Bard, did not however incline the
monarch afterwards to {pare his brethren in Wales.””
¢ Ruin feize thee, ruthlefs king *’ Gray’s Ode.

Burney’s Hiff. vol. Il. and Fuller’s Hiflory of the Holy War, book
1V. chap. 29.

Thr:rfis an a&t of Edward the Firlt, and another of Henry
the 1Vth ; to prohibit all Bards and mulficians from purfuing
their profeflion within the principalities of Wales, See Leges
Walliace, p. 5§43, 547, and 548, of the Adppendix.

" See the Hon. Daines Barrington’s Mifcellanies. p. 343. and

that




RELICKS OF THE WELSH BARDS, &. 29

that the Polyolbion of Drayton ™, and the Bard of Gray, have contributed no lefs to the reputation of their
authors than to the glory of Wales, and are the only modern produétions worthy to alleviate the lofs we
fuftained in fo immenfe a wafte of literary treafures; and fuch irreparable fuin of genius.

After the diffolution of the princely government of Woales, fuch was the tyranny exercifed by the Eng-
lith over the conquered nation, that the Bards, who were born ¢ fince Cambria’s fatal day,” might be faid
to rife under the influence of a baleful and malignant ftar. They were reduced to employ their facred art
in obfcurity and forrow, and conftrained to fupprefs the indignation that would burit forth in the moft
animated ftrains againft their ungenerous and cruel oppreflors. Yet they were not filent, or inative. That
their poetry might breathe with impunity the fpirit of their patriotifm, they became dark, ‘prophetick, and
oracular. Asthe Monks of the Welth Church, in their controver(ly with Rome, had written, to countenance
their dorines, feveral religious poems which they feigned to be the work of Talie/in, the Bards now af-
cribed many of their poetical writings to the fame venerable author, and produced many others as the pro-
phefies of the elder Merddyn. Hence much uncertainty prevails concerning the genuine remains of the fixth
century, great part of which has defcended to us mutilated and depraved : and hence that myfterious air
which pervades all the Poetry of the later periods I am now defcribing. The forgery of thofe poems, which
are entirely fpurious, though they may have paft unqueftioned even by fuch critics as Dr. Davies, and Dr.
7+ D. Rbys, may, I think, be prefently deteted. They were written to ferve a popular and a temporary
purpofe, and were not contrived with fuch fagacity and care as to hide from the eye of a judicious and en-
lightened fcholar their hiftorical miftakes, their novelty of language, and their other marks of impofture,

While the Bards were thus cramped in their poetical department, they had greater fcope and leifure for the
fludy of heraldry, and their other domeftic duties. Every great man had under his roof and patronage fome
eminent Bard, who, at his death, compofed, on the fubject of his defcent, his dignities, and the a&tions of
his life, a funeral poem, which was folemnly recited by a Datceiniad in the prefence of his furviving relas
tions *. Hence it has happened that pedigrees are fo well preferved in Wales.

By the infurre&tion, however, in the reign of Henry IV. the martial fpirit of the Awen, or Welfh Mufe
was revived, to celebrate the heroic enterprifes of the brave Owen Glyndwr *.  Like him, the Bards of his
time were “irregular and wild :>” and as the taper glimmering in its focket gives a fudden blaze before it is
extinguifhed, fo did they make one bright effort of their original and daring genius, which was then loft
and buried for ever with their hero in the grave. Yet though Poetry flourifhed, Learning {uffered: for fuch
was the undiftinguifhing fury of that celebrated partifan, and his enemies, againft the monalteries that
with{tood them, that not only their cells, but allo their libraries and MSS. were deftroyed *.

- The following Ode to Owain Glyndwr, by his favourite Bard, Sir Gruffydd Lhwyd, happily transfufed
into Englith verfe by Mr. Williams, of Vron*, claims a diftinguithed place in this hiftory, for the genius of
the author, and the fkill of the tranflator.

O DE.

ARWYRAIN Owain Glyndwr " :
Gruffydd Llwyd ab Davydd ab Einion @i cant. A. D. 1400.

The Praife of Owain Glyndwr.

1. I.

']

Cambria’s princely eagle, hail !
Of Gruffydd Vychan’s noble blood !
Thy high renown fhall never fail,
Owain Glyndwr, great and good !

Eryr digriv avrived,

Owain, belm gain, hael am géd,
Eurvab (a gwr a orvod)
Gruffydd Vychan glén ei gléd ;

"* Mich. Drayton, by the communications of his friend, Mr. | Tour in Wales, Vol. L. p. 325. 33o.
zﬂﬁn Williams, was extremely well informed refpecting the| ' Pennant’s Tour, p. 311,

ards, and their inftitutions : and bis accurate knowledge is| "7 Owain Glyndwr, defcended from the ancient race of
conveyed in the Polyolbion in the moft elegant and fpirited | Britifh princes, ‘firlt appeared in arms againft Henry IV. in
R?err}'. I find by his monument in Weftminfer Abbey, that | the year 1400. He dire&ed his attack againft-the lands of
ichael Drayton died A. D. 1631. his enemy Lord Grey, and immediately recovered what he

Ly =N

* Diflertatio de Bardis, p. 92.

" Owwen’s Memoirs of Owain Glyndwr, 4to. Lond. 1775, and
Pennant's Tour in Wales, p. 30z, &c. The liberality and ex-
ploits of this daring chief are celebrated in the moft animated
ftrains by that famous and learned Bard, Jolo Géch.

* Evans’s Specimens of Welfh Poetry, p. 160, Pennant's

had unjuftly been difpoffefled of by him, and foon after caufed
himfelf to be proclaimed Prince of Wales. His chief Bard,
Gruffydd Llwyd regretting his abfence, chants his praife, and
prediéts the fuccefs of the war in a Cywydd, or Ode, which
is elegantly verfified from the Welfh by the Rev. Mr. Wiliams,
of Vron.

: Aer
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Aer y Glyn, meiftr rhoddlyn rhydd,
Dyvrdwy vawr, dwor diverydd.
Llavar ymannos nofwaith

Ocddwn wrth gyvedd Medd maith,
Vy nghrair 'th aml gellweiriaw
Pth lys, He cawn win o’'th law.
Medd vynny mwy oedd v’ anwvoes,

A gwaeth dros vy maeth vy moes.

2.

Ner mawlair naw rym milwr,
Nag, ar vynad, arnad wr,
Vr awr i'r acthoft ar wyth

I Brydain darpar adwyth,
Bu agos i hiraceth gacth gad
A’m dwyn i varw am danad !
Nid acth dy gov drofov draw,
Aur baladr, awr beb wylaw!

2.
Dagrau dros vy ngrudd dygrych,
Dyvry gwlaw val dwor @i gwlych,
Pan oedd drymav vy nbravael
Am danad, mab y tad hael,
Clywais o ben rhyw gennad,
Cei rds Duw, cywir yffad ! |
Cael yn yr aer, calon rwydd,
O honod, vawr glod v’ Arglwydd !

4.
Daroganawdd drymlawdd dro,

Duw a dyn, o doid yno ;
V’ enaid, uweh Dyvrdwy Vaenawr,
Vy Nér vwrw llawer r’s llawr,

Dewin, os mi °r dywawd,
Van yma gyvrwyddav gwawde

THE PRAISE OF OWEN GLYNDWR.

Lord of Dwrdwy’s fertile vale,
Warlike, high-born Owain, hail !
Dwrdwy, whofe wide-fpreading ftreams,
Refle@ting Cynthia’s midnight beams,
‘Whilom led me to thy bower ;
Alas! in an unguarded hour!
For high in blood, with Britifh beverage hot,
My awful diftance I forgot ;
But foon my generous chief forgave
The rude prefumption of his flave.

2.

But leave me not, illuftrious lord !

The peaceful bow’r, and hofpitable board,
Are ill exchang’d for fcenes of war,
Though Henry calls thee from afar.

My prayers, my tears were vain ;

He flew like lightning to the hoftile plain,
While with remorfe, regret, and woe,

I faw the god-like hero go!
I faw, with aching heart,
The golden beam depart.
His glorious image in my mind,
'Was all that Owain left behind.
Wild with defpair, and woe-begone,
Thy faithful Bard is left alone, }
To figh, to weep, to groan !

%
i The fweet remembrance, ever dear,
Thy name, ftill ulher’d by a tear,
My inward anguifh fpeak ;
How couldft thou, cruel Owain, go,
And leave the bitter ftreams to flow
- Down Gruffydd’s furrow’d cheek ?
I heard, (who has not heard thy fame ?)
With extafy I heard thy name,
Loud echo’d by the trump of war,
Which fpoke thee brave, and void of fear ;
Yet of a gentle heart poflefs’d,
That bled within thy generous brealt,
Wide o’er the fanguine plain to fee
The havock of hoftility.

4- |
Still with good omens may’ft thou fight,
And do thy injur’d country right !

Like great Pendragon™ fhalt thou foar,
‘Who bad the din of battle roar,

‘What time his vengeful fteel he drew
His brother’s grandeur to renew,

% The omen alluded to was a {tar, and fiery dragon ; which, aecording to the interpretation of Merddyn, prediéied the reign
of Uthur, afterwards furnamed Pendragon, from having caufed two golden Dragons to be made, one of which he prefented to
the cathedral of Winchefler, the other he carried along with himin his wars ; or, what is more likely, wore it by way of a crelt
on his helmet.  His foh Aribur adopted the fame. %ﬂ: Jeffrey of Monmouth, p. 254 257. 283. Conall
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AN ODE ON OWEN GLYNDWR.

Cewvaift rammant yn & antur,
Uthr Bendragon, ddwyvron ddur ¢
Pan ddialawdd, goddev
Ei vrawd, a’i rwyfg, a’i vrwydr ev.

: 5.
Llywiaift frwrneaift belynt,
Owain ab Urien gain gynt,
Pan vedd vuan ymwanwr,
Y marchog divieg o’'r dwr :
Duroloedd wrth ymdaraw
A phen draig ar ei ffon draw ;
Guwyr vuant er llwyddiant llu,
Gwrdd ddewrnerth gwewyr ddarnu.
Tithau Owain, taith ewybr,
Taer y gwnaed dravi lavnwaed lwybr.
A'th byrddwaew rudd, cythrudd cant,
A theg enw, a’th ddigoniant.

6.
Brawd unweithred ith edir,
Barn biff, i vab Urien hir.
Gwelai bawb draw o’th law lén,
Guwiw vawldaith, gwaew gavaceldan,
Pan oedd drymav dy lavur,
Draw, yn ymwriaw ar mur,
Torres dy onnen gennyd,
Tirion grair, tacr yn y gryd :
Dewr ffon, dur cedd ei phen,
Dros garr yn dair yfgyren,

7.
Hyd ddydd brawd medd dy wawdydd,
Hanwyd o weilch, bynod vydd,
Dy lavn glwys dau-viniog glain ;
- Hel brawydr, da hwyli Brydain ;
Wrth dorri brifg @’th wifg wen,
A’th ruthr r macs, a'th rethren.
Peraift vy nav o'th lavur
Byt melit riwng y dellt a’r dur.

And vindicate his wrongs }
His gallant adtions flill are told
By youthful Bards, by Druids old,
And grateful Cambria’s fongs.
£.
On fea, on land, thou ftill did(t brave
The dangerous cliff and rapid wave ;
Like Urien, who fubdu’d the knight,
And the fell dragon put to flight,
Yon mofs-grown fount, befide ;
The grim, black warrior of the flood,
The dragon, gorg’d with human blood,
The waters’ fcaly pride,
Before his fword the mighty fled ¢
But now he ’s number’d with the dead,
Oh! may his great example fire
My noble patron to afpire
To deeds like his! impetuous fly,
And bid the Saxon fquadrons die :
So fhall thy laurel’d bard rehearfe
Thy praife in never-dying verle ;
Shall fing the prowels of thy {word,
Beloved and victorious Lord.
6.
In future times thy honour’d name
Shall emulate brave Urien’s fame !
Surrounded by the num’rous foe,
Well didft thou deal th’ unequal blow.
How terrible thy afhen fpear,

Which fhook the braveft heart with fear !
Yon hoftile towers beneath !
More horrid than the lightning’s glance,
Flufh’d the red meteors from thy lance,

The harbinger of death.
Dire, and more dire, the conflit grew ;
Thoufands before thy prefence flew ;
‘While borne in thy triumphal car,
Majeftic as the god of war,
Midft charging hofts unmov’d you ftood,
Or waded thro’a fea of blood.
T

Immortal fame fhall be thy meed,
Due to every glorious deed ;
Which lateft annals fhall record,
Beloved, and vi&orious Lord !
Grace, Wif{dom, Valour, all are thine,
Owain Glyndwrdwy divine !
Meet emblem of a two-edg’d fword,
Dreaded in war, in peace ador’d !
Steer thy {wift thips to Albion’s coalt
Pregnant with thy martial hoft.

Thy robes are white as driven fnow,

And Virtue fmiles upon thy brow :

M I Clyw/om
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Clyw/fom ddinam ddaioni,
Hort teg, gan herod i ti ;
Gyrraift yno, gwrs doniog,
T llu, gyrriad ychen llog ;
Bob ddau, bob dri rbiv rbyvawr,
A'r dorv oll o’r dyrva vawr :
Drylliaif?, duljaift ar dalwrn
Dy ddart hyd ym mron dy ddwrn ;
O nerth ac arial calon,
A braich ac y[ywydd a bron.
9.
Gwych wyd ddiarfwyd ddurfiamp,
A chlod i Gymro ar gamp ;
A gwawr drift o’r garw dre,
Brydnawn ar Brydain yno.
A’r gair i Gymry by hwyl,
Wrth archoll brwydr o'th orchwyl,
A’r gwiw rwyfg, a’r gore/gyn,
A'r glad 'r Marchog o’r Glyn {e——

ODE ON OWEN; AND OF THE BARD DAVYDD AB GWILYM.

But terrible in war thou art,
And fwift and certain is the dart,
Thou hurleft at a Saxon’s heart.
8.

Loud Fame has told thy gallant deeds,
In every word a Saxon bleeds ;
Terror, and flight, tozether came,
Obedient to thy mighty name :
Death, in the van, with ample {tride, .
Hew’d thee a paflage deep and wide.
Stubborn as f{teel, thy nervous cheft
With more than mortal ftrength poffefs'd

And every excellence belongs

To the bright fubjeis of our fongs.

9.

Strike then your harps, ye Cambrian Bards ;
The fong of triumph beft rewards
An hero’s toils. Let Henry weep ;
His warrior ’s wrapt in everlafting fleep : -

Succefs, and viftory are thine,

Owain Glyndwrdwy divine !
Dominion, honour, pleafure, praife,
Attend upon thy vigorous days !
And, when thy ev’ning fun is fet,
May grateful Cambria ne'er forget
Thy noon-tide blaze ; but on thy tomb
Never-fading laurels bloom * e

Though heroic Poetry was afterwards no more attempted in Wales, a long feries of Bards fucceeded,

who by their elegies and odes have made their names memorable to ages. Among thele Davydd ab Gwilym®,
the Welfh Ovid, poffefles a deferved pre-eminence. He often adds the fublime to the beautiful ; of which
his Cywydd y Daran*. or Ode of the Thunder, is a noble proof. It is the piture of a well-cholen fcene,
admirably varied : it opens with placid ideas, and rural images ; a lovely maiden, and a delightful profpeét =
then fucceeds a fudden and tremendous change of the elements; the beauties of nature overfhadowed and
concealed ; the terror of animals, and the fhrieks of the fair-one. A thoufand inftances of fimilar excel-
lence might be produced from the writings of this elegant Bard, and his contemporaries. Let thofe who
complain, that by the prefent {carcity of works of genius, they are reduced to beftow on Horace, Pindar, and
Gray, a tenth perufal, explore the buried treafures of Welfh Poetry, and their fearch will be rewarded with
new fources of pleafure, and new beauties of language and fancy.

Full many a gem of pureft ray ferene,

The dark unfathom’d caves of Ocean bear :

Full many a Flower is borz to blufh unfeen,

And walte its {weetnefs on the defert air.

* The feal of Owain Glyadwr, as defcribed in a MS. was,
thé efligy of Owwain fitting in a chair of [tate, holding a fcepter
in his right hand, and a globe in his left ; and by his {ide were
three lions, two and one : on the other fide, he is reprefented
on_ horfeback.

' Davydd ab Gwilym, flourifhed about the year 1370. Al
this Bard’s poems are publifhed in an o&avo volume, with an
account of ilﬁ: life, in Englith. The title is, Barddoniaeth
Davydd ab Gwilym ; and fold by Williams, Bookfeller, in the
Strand.

* The Ode of the Thunder isin p. 2z0. of Davydd ab Gewi-
lym's Works. Tor the following remarks I am obliged to that
excellent Welth critic, the late Mr. Lewis Morris. ** Mr. Pope,
in his Preface to the Iliad, enumeratiog Homer's excellencies,
uext to his boundlefz invention places his imitative {ounds, and

Gray's Elegy.

makes them peculiar to him,and Virgi/;, and fays, that no other
poet ever reached this point of art.

““ Davydd ab Gwilym,if I miltake not, has alfo a ftrong elaim
to this excellency. You mult either aliow of the atomical phi-
lofophy ; or that, copying nature by its own light, he intended
his Cywydd y Daran (hould found what it really is —a defcrip-
tion of thunder and lightning, though in his love poems, and
other foft fubjeéls (of which I have now by me near a hun-
dred), he is as fmooth, and glides as eafy, as an Italian fong.

¢¢ Let thofe who arenot over partial to the {chool languages,
and are proper judges of ours, compare this poem in its
founds, and the loftinefs of its metaphors, with the beft paf-
fages of this kind in the above authors; and I doubt not but
they will deemthis boldnefs of compurifon exculable,let Homer's
charaéter be ever (o0 facred.” Tiyfau 'r hén ozfoedd.

ODE
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ODE TO THE SUN®*, by Davydd ab Gwilym?,
Tranflated into Englifh, by Mr. David Samwa_ﬂ.

This Ode was written by the Bard, to teftify his gratitude to the inhabitants of the county of Glamorgan, who had (it would
feem) by a general fubfcription, raifed a fum of money to liberate him from confinement, into which he had been thrown, on

. account of a fine laid upon him, for an illicit amour with the wi‘e of a perfon of the name of Cynvrig Cynin ; whom he had

fatirized in feveral parts of his work, under the name of Bwabdch, or the little Hunchback. '

“ Yr Haul dég ar vy neges
““ Rbéd tiy cyd bych rhéd y tés,” 8ec.

While Summer reigns, delightful Sun !
For me with happy tidings run,

O’er Gwynedh’s 4 tow’ring hills fublime,

To fair Morganwg’s * diftant clime.
The faireft planet thou, that flies
By God’s command along the fkies ;

Immenfe and powerful is thy flame,
Thou to the Sabbath giv’ft thy name:
From thy firft rifing in the Ealft,
How great thy journey to the Weft !
And though at night we fee thee lave
Thy fheeny locks in Ocean’s cave,
Th’ enfuing morn thy ftepsswe fpy
Advancing up the eaftern fky.

O thou! with radiant glory crown’d,

Whofe beams are fcatter’d wide around,

*Tis from thy ample orb fo bright
The moon receives her filver light :
Great ruler of the fky, thy force
Controuls the planets in their courfe ;
Fair gem, in the empyréan fet,
Fountain of light, and fource of heat.

Before all planets thee I prize,
Bright ornament of fummer fkies !
Oh! deign with influence divine
On fair Morganwg’s plains to fhine ;
Where thy all-feeing eye may trace
A manly and a generous race,

From Gwent®, for valiant men renown’d,

To Neath ', with royal forefts crown’d.
_Oh! for my fake, my gift of fong,
Thy bleflings to this land prolong ;
Guard all her hills and verdant plains

From whirlwinds and o’erflowing rains ;

Nor froft, nor long-continued {now,
Let fweet Morganwg ever know ;

No blights her autumn fruits annoy,
No April fhowers her bees deftroy ;

But o’er her green vales through the day,
Th’ effulgence of thy light difplay ;

And court her ftill; in modelt pride,
With gentler beams at even-tide.

Return, and in thy {plendor dreft,

Again illume the rofy Eaft;

Again, my love a hundred times

Bear to Morganwg’s pleafant climes s
Greet all her fons with happy days,

And gild their white-domes with thy rays.
Their high woods, waving to the gales,
Their orchards, and their fertile vales.

i

Great Sun! how wide thy glory ftreams !
Through ®ther dart thy genial beams ;
Make induftry with wealth be crown’d,

Let honey and the vine abound,
Through all Morganwg’s happy vales,
Fann’d by the health infpiring gales ;

. Thofe vales, for ancient chieftains fam’d,

And commons, virtuous, and untam’d ;
Thofe vales fo eminently bleft,
Whofe fons are brave, whofe daughters chalte;
Where fimple, holpitable fare
Difplays th’ indultrious houfewife’s care,
Where oft, by love and friend(hip borne,
With wine, and mead, I fill my horn,———
A name immortal fhall belong
To thofe bright vales in Gwilym’s fong 1
Where fair Morganwg fhall be feen
Of every cquntry’s peerlefs queen.
Were hofpitality. denied
And fpurn’d by all the world befide,
Still there, in every [plendid dome,
The lovely gueft would find a2 home.
And fhould the Bard, of lofty lays,
Perchance have fall’n on evil days ;
Morganwg, foother of his pains,
Would cherifh hisimmortal ftrains, ——

% Milton, finely calls the Sun, ¢ The eye and foul of this ¢ North Wales. 5 Glamorgan. ¢ Monmouth/tire."
world.” 7 A river in Glamorganfbire. Allo, thereis & vencrable town

3 See the Wellli of this poem, in the works of Davydd ab | and callle of that namc.
Gwilymy p. 180

+ ODE



RELICKS OF THE WELSH BARDS.

44
ODE TO MORVYDH, by Davydd ab Guwilym .

Tranflated into Englifh, by Mr. David Samawell,

“ Prydydd i Vorvydd, v'eurverch,

¢ I'm oes wyv @ mawr yw'm ferchy” &c.
Dear Morvydb claims my firft regard, Her voice I know the groves among,
And I am Morvydh’s faithful Bard ; Sweeter than Philomela’s fong.
Soft as the moon-light on the main Ab nt from her, I find no reft,
Is the, to whom 1 breathe my ftram ; My Mule is filent, and deprelt ;
From youth’s gay prime, the cruel fair Againft defpair in vain I {trive,
Hath been fole objet of my care : The moft unpleafant Bard alive,
At length her pride and high difdain With every fpark of reafon flown,
Have turn’d her love-fick poet’s brain. My {pirit and remembrance gone. -

Full oft, when Night her mantle {pread, At her approach my forrows fly,

To meet my fair-one have I fped, My heart exults with ecltaly ;
To offer in the filent grove The faithful Mufe renews her {train,
My ardent vows of endlefs love. Poetic vifions fire my brain ;
I know her by her footftep’s found, Sound judgement leads my fteps-along,
Among a thoufand maidens round ; And flowing language crowns my fong ;
I know her thadow on the heath, Bat not one happy hour have I,
I know her by her fragrant breath ; If lovely Morvydh be not nigh,——

A Monody on Sién Eés, or John the Nightingale, fo called from his celebrity on the Harp, for which he
had noequal. He was fentenced to die for man-flaughter: his weight in gold was offered for his ranfom ;

but the law required life for life ! ¥ g
This pathetic Elegy was fung by Davydd ab Edmwnt, 2 celebrated Bard, who obtained the regalia of the

Britifh Olympics, about A.D. 1450.

Drwg i neb a drig yn 6l,
Gweft am un, gwas dymunol :
O’r drwg lleiav o'r drygwaith,
T gorau, medd y gwyr maith.

A man punifhed for an altion in his own defence!
- Let misfortune attend fuch that faileth.
Of evils, the lefler the better.

L

O wyr! ban na bai orau, O then ! had it not been better, fince one fell, .
O lleddid un, na lladd dau ? not to facrifice the other through mere revenge ?
Dawyn un gelynwaed a wnaeth ; Avenged for fhedding the crimfon gore of an inve*
Dial un, dau elyniaeth ! . terate foe; one flain, the other punithed ; two ena
Oedd cer ladd y ddewwr lin mities ! An enormous failing, that fentence of death
Heb achos, ond yn bychan ; fhould be the iflue of a chance-medley.

Vr vedd mawr ddiffyg ar rai,’

Am adladd mewn fiawns medlai.

Ymryfon am yr oc/au, Life for life they laid ; the death of one was the
Yw'ring a ddaeth rumng y ddau. dire effe¢t; and that avenged ; then, both fell.

Er briwd’r gwr, beb air gwad,

A'i farw, ni bu éi fwriad,

O ddyn! alladd y naillwr

A’i ddial, lladd y ddeuwr !

Y corph, drosy corph os r:.:?.r'd Is the foul of the flain made happier, or his gholt
Xr iawn, oedd well yr enaid ? appeafed, by having life for life as an atonement ?

® See the original of this poem in Davydd ab Guwilym’s Works, 8vo 0o s .

: . ’ p. 498. Dawydd ab Gwilym informs us, :
ppems,ttglat l!:;e ad;jr;ﬂ'ed his beloved Morvydd with no lefs than a huridred and fnnyi‘: ven L}ﬂ:jﬂgaﬂ, f:h; ch ;55 :lﬂ?::xﬂtfagi
'il‘jlil:gurkznf; chia sar‘é”fifﬂ tc;tlaurﬂ; b'iFaug? each of Davydd ab Gwilym’s Odes arc as long s five or fix of Pefrarch’s Sonnets.
in Cardiganfhire, - extant, confil} of near 300 poems, e died about the year 1400, and was buried at 2 flirad £ flur,

'3 Oc¢dd
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Oedd wedi addewidion _
Ei bwys o Aur, er byw Sion.
Sorrais wrth gyvraith farrug,
Swydd y Waun, Eos a ddug ;

Y fwydd, pa'm na roit dan fél
I’th Eos, gyvraith Hywel ?

Ar bwn, wedi cael ¢'r rbai’n
Wrth lawnder cyvraith Lundain,
Ni mynen am ei einioes, ..

Nocthi crair, na thari croes !

Y gwr oedd did y gerdd dant,
Yn oefwr a-farnafant!
Deuddeg yn un od oeddyn’,
Duw deg ! ar vywya y dyn.
Wedi Sién, nid ces fynwyr

Da 'ny gerdd, na dyn a’i gwyr.

Tores braich, twr oes, a brig,
Tored mefur troed miwfig :
Tored yfzol tir defgant,
Torwyd dyfg fal tori tant.

Oes mwy rbwng Euas @ Mon,
O’r dyfg abl Pr difgyblion?
Remallt,.ni s gwyr ei hunan,
Ran gwr, er bynny e gén :

Ve acth ei gymmar yn vid,
Durtur y delyn deirtud!

Ti fydd yn tewi a [on,
Telyn aur telynorion !

Bu'n dwyn dan bib ewin dant,
Byfedd llev gwr a bwyfant ;
Myvyrdawd rbwng bawd a bys,
Meén a threbl, mwy na thribys.

Ocs dyn wedi Los deg,

Gyflal agan y gofteg ?

Na phroviad neu ganiad gwr,
Na chwlwm, b on uchelwr.
Pwy’r awr bon mewn puroriacth,
Mor ddivai, a wnai a wnaeth ?
Ac atgas ni wnant gytgerdd,
Eifiau gwawd Eos y Gerdd !
Nid oedd nag Angel na dyn,
Nad wyl, pan ganai delyn !

To avert the fate of Sidn, his weight in gold was
offered as a ranfom. How am I enraged ! Indignation
fires my breaft, that the fevere laws of Chirk fhould
deprive mufic of its Nightingale ! O thou revengeful
tribunal !—thou bribed court! why hadil thou not
tried the warbling chorifter, by the impartial laws of
Howel ? . When the court of Weftminlter adopted
the rigid fentence, penance, nor any other punifh-
ment could molify, nor interfere with thy refraltory
verdi¢t. The jury, with one united voice (O Hea-
vens !) conlented his death.

Thou wert worthily called the father of mufic;
and during life, honoured with that appellation.
After thee, charming Nightingale, there 1s no har-
mony in mufic, nor any mortal that is capable of
reftoring it.

Mufic is torn up, root and branch ; its pedeltals
and ornaments ruined : genuine fkill is diffolved in an
inftant, and harmony difcorded like the breaking of
a ftring.

Is there any from Euas * to diftant Mona, thatare
worthy of being called his dilciples? Reinallt,
though his inferior in excellency of fkill, yet he
prefumed to be his competitor for the laurel.

O, Reinallt ! thy rival is dumb, the turtle of the
triple-ftringed harp.

Alas ! thou haft configned to filence the golden

‘Tharp of harpers.

As each of thy fingers ftruck the concordant
ftring, O ! how far the fonorous melody furpaffed
human defcription !

-

Alter the delighttul Nightingale, is there any
that dares pretend to fuch univerfal kill, and know-
ledge in the elements of mufical concord? Or
who can eflay, proceed, and conclude his piece of
mufic with fuch judgement and tafte as he did, in
the prefence of his fuperiors? Who is his rival in
harmony ? who can attempt his performances? I find
at prelent no union in mufic, for want of the
fublime theme which the Nightingale of genius war-
bled, which caufed tranfporting raptures in the feel-

“ings of his furrounding admirers. Neither the paf-

fions of man, nor the virtue of an angel could efcape
being affected by the melodious harmony of his harp,
which whirled the foul upon wings of extafy.

® Luasyis a diftri® in Herefordfhire, on the borders of Brecknockfhire.

N

Alas !



46 OF THE SESSIONS OF THE BARDS.

Och heno, rhag ei chanu,

Wedi ’r varn ar awdur vu !
Eu barn yn mborth Név ni bydd,
Wyr y Waun ar awenydd :

Am y varn a vu arno,

Vr un varn arnyn’ a ve.

Ewve a gaiff ¢i vywyd,

Ond o'u barn newidio byd ;
Ac yn ol ei varwolaeth,

A’i gén i dduw gwyn, ydd aeth.
I ganu mawl didawl dlos,

Ocs y Ne' i Sion Eés!

Alas ! beware, ye harpers, touch not the mournful
firings ! O ! how difagreeable the found to my griev-
ed ears, whillt the remembrance of Nightingale’s
unparelleled performance is (till in my perplexed me-
mory !=~What have I faid /—They deprived him of
life : —he has life ; their verdi¢t .only changed the
fcene of mortality, for that of immortality.—O, the
jury of Chirkland ! defpifers of genius ! their wilful
judgement will have no eficacy in that court of
equity which is held at the gates of heaven.—The
fatal fentence that he underwent, let them undergo
the fame.~—He fung —he excelled ; he now after
death fings before the throne of Mercy, with an in-
corruptible harp. His ‘mortal life has funk into

eternal night ; but may he enjoy an everlalting one
with God !

~ The acceflion of a Tudor to the throne was the happy @ra deftined to recall the exiled arts of Wales ; and
Henry VII. was referved to be the patron, and reftorer of the Cambro Britith Mufes. If during the former
inaufpicious reigns the Eiffeddvods had been dilcontinued, they were now re-eftablifhed ; and the Bards were
employed in the honourable commiffion of making out from their authentic records the pedigree of their
king *. Henry VIII, the ftern and cruel fon of a mild father, did not, however, refufe to the Bards his
aid, and favour* I infert, as aninftance, the following [ummons to an Ej/feddved by his authority. ¥

“ Be it known to all perfons, both gentry and commonalty, that an Eilteddvod of the profeffors of Poetry
and Mufic will be beld in the town of Caerwys, in the county of Flint, the 20th day of July, 1523, and the
1 5th year of the reign of Henry the V1llth, king of England, under the commiffion of the faid king, before
Richard ab Howel ab Ivan Vaughan, Efg. by the confent of Sir William Grifith, Knight, and Chamberiain
for North Wales, and Sir Roger Salfbri, Sheriff for the county of Denbigh, and the advice of Grffith ab
Ivan ab Llywelyn Vychan, and the Chair- Bard, Tudur Aled, and feveral other gentlemen and fcholars, for the
purpofe of inflituting order, and government among the profeffors of Poetry, and Mufic, and regulating their art

and profeffion, according te the old Ratute of Gruffydd ab Cynan, Prince of Aberfiraw *.”

After a long interval of anarchy among the Bards, commiffioners were appointed by Queen Ejjzabeth to
affemble another Eiffeddvod at Caerwys in 15684 They were inftrufted to advance the ingenious and
fkilful to the accuftomed degrees, and reftore to the graduates their ancient exclufive privilege of exercifing
their profeffion. ¢ The reft, not worthy’” were by this commiffion commanded to betake themfelves to
fome honeft labour and livelihood, on pain of being apprehended and puniflied as vagabonds *.

In a private collection of MSS. I fortunately met with the following beautiful extempore verfes on the
Nightingale, which were the fruit of the poetical conteft of the Bards of North Wales, and South Wales, for the
chair, in a pofterior Eiffcddvod at Caerwys °, in the fame reign. They are a curious relick ; they fhow the
poetry of our country in its utmoft extent of alliterative and mufical refinement ; and are the only {pecimens
of the kind that have ever been exhibited from the prefs.\

> Rhyddercl’s Welfh Grammar, p. 187, Evans’s Specimens
of Welth Poetry, p. v. before the preface. And Pennant’s Tour
in Wales, p. 414. At this £ifleddved the number of the poeti-
cal Bards was 17, and of their mufical brethren g8.

¢ As inthe reigns of the Princes of Alerfiraw, Dinevaswr, and
Mathraval, had becen the feats ot Eifleddvods ; Caerevys, a town

* Wynne's Hiftory of Wales, p. 325. edit. 1774.

: Sei Mr. E‘l’ﬂl?:l addrefs drf; E‘ysmy Spec?m:ns of Welfh
Poctry, p. 107. .

3 Rb;dﬂ:rcb’.r Welfh Grammar, p. 186.

¢ «¢ This Commiflion,” fays Mr, Pennant, (‘Tc-ur, p- 433-)
¢t is the laft of the kind which was granted.” If he under-

ftands that this was the laft E£iffeddvod, he is mifinformed. For
the commiflioners here mentioned, having in 1568 conllituted
Symmavnt Vychan Chief Bard,appointed another Eifleddvod to be
held in 1569, the tenth year of Queen Elimabetd’s reign. See
Ewvans's Specimens of Welth Poctry, p, viii. before the preface.

in Flintfbire, received in later umes that honourable diitiné&ion.
It was chofen for this purpofc,in compliance with the ancient
cultom of the Wellh, becaufe it had been the princely reflidence
of Llywelya the lat. Pennant’s Tour, p. 427. Sce allo p. 33,
note §.

ENGLYNION
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By tu: POETS oFf NORTH WALES, ano SOUTH WALES.

ENGLYNION I'R EOS".
O waith amravael Brydyddion o Wynedd a'r Debeudir, yn yr Eifteddvod yn Nbre Gaerwys.

¢ There ev'ry bufb with Nature's mufic rings,
“ The z ew'ry breewe bears health upon its wings.”’———Dr. Johnfon.

Clywais dég eurllais wedi gorllwyn—nos,
I 'maros a morwyan :
Ar lawes maes irlaes mwyn,

Eos glwyflais is glaflwyn,

Jach lawen ydwyv o chlywais—ar vedw,

Arvodi pereiddlais; ,

Edn llwyd adwaen y llais,
Eos gevnllwyd ylgavnllais.

Miwfig min coedwig mewn ceudawd—Ilwyn;
Llawenydd hyd ddyddbrawd ;

Mae’r Eos veindlos vwyndlawd

O, mewn gwydd yn man wau gwawd.

Mwynlan gloyw chwiban cloch aberth—y llwyn,
Mae’n llawenydd prydverth:

Miwfig heb boen ymmy/g perth

Minio glwy{bwnc mewn glafberth !

Mefurol garol dan geurydd—glafberth,
Gogleifbwnc llawenydd,

Miwfig mwyn ymmylg manwydd,

Eos hyd y nds dan wydd !

Eos vwyn o’r llwyn darlleiniais—y man
Mynych i rhyveddais ;

Lleied hon greulon groywlais,

Mewn tor llwyn a maint yw’r llais !

Er llais tra hoffais trafferth—man adar,
 A’u mwyn wawdydd dierth ;

Eoss drwynbert 1s draenberth

Yw’r gwin bwnc, organ y berth !

Nid cwavriad crychiad crochach—na’r organ,

Neu gowirgerdd degach,
Nid manwl nodau mwynach,
Nid yi{bort ond Eos bach.

Dyfgedig viwfig voelawl—~gerdd Eos,
Gradd Awen ylbrydawl,

1 Thefe elegant Englynion have fuch peculiar and fimple bre-
vitv, that I have torborne to tranflate them, left 1 fhould de-
rade them by an inadequate reprefentation. The Eiffeddvod
which produced them washeld Iconclude, betweenthe year1569
and 1580 ; as the Bards who compofed them, flourifhed before

or at this lat:rgerind.—ﬁnme ot the contending Bards took
ifleddvod in 1568z William Llyn was admitted

degrees in the

Defgant mwyn dwys gnottiau mawl,
Delgant i’r dyfg naturiawl.

Clywais o barc, glis a bort,
Cyd nod dydd, nid caniad hurt;
Cyd eilio ’fbonc, cydlais bart,

Cerais bwnc yr Eosbert !
Sion Tudur.

Cyvaniad ganiad gloyw gynnar—clodvaeth,
Clywch odiaeth cloch adar,
Cathl Eos gwiw cethlais gwiar !

Cyd teilwng mewn coed talar !
Wm. Cynwal.

Call bynciau yn amlhau ym mbhlithh—y pillgosd,
Pebillgerdd cyvedd-wlith ;
Cywir ar ganol cae’r gwenith ;

Chwibanogl aur uwch ben gwlith !
- Wm. Lim,

Chwerthiniad ganiad genau——yn crychu
Pwnc crechwen telynau,

Llawen yw cerdd y llwyn cau

Am Eos war a’i mefurau !

Daildai ddehuddai hoywddyfg—=bro diddan
Brydyddes y min.wryfg,

Sy’ yn nyddu fain addyfg

Q’i filffai dan folffio dyfg !

Clywais, llawenais mewn lle—iach obaith
Chwiban mil o byncie’,
O’r gwrych drain ar gyrch y dre’

Eos wyt yn sio tanne’ !
Rd. Davis, Efgob Mynyw®,

Mwyndlos main Eos mwyn awydd—nwyvus
Mewn nevawl leverydd :

Mwyn odiaeth yw man wawdydd,

Miniwn gwawd a mwynen gwydd !

Cynwal, and Huw Llyn, commenced Dyfgyblion Penceirddiaid,
or Malters of the art of Poetry.-
* Richard Davis, D. D. Bihop of St. David’s, one of the
tranflators of the New Teftament into Wel(h, 4to. London,
| 1567. Seean Hiftorical Account of the Walfh 'l}
the Bible. By Thomas Llewelys, LL.D. 8vo, London, 1768,
We fce that the Eiffeddvod was [till very refpectable, when

ranflations of

to the degree of Hencerdd, or Do&or; and Sion Tudur, William | bithops did aot difdain to be earolled among the Bards.

Caithiad
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Cnithiad gwir argiad croywgerdd,—clau chwiban,
Cloch aberth eglwyigerdd ;

Clir organ claiar irgerdd,

Cin, (natur gwych) cnott ar gerdd !

Eos vain wiwglos vwyn eglur,—vawl gynnydd,
Vél ganiad pob mefur ;
O’th enau bach a’th Awen bur,

Moes gnottio miwf{ig natur !
Robt. Gruffudd &b Jeuan,

Gan natur yn bur heb werth—Eolgyw
Y dyfgailt yn brydverth ;

Duw mydvawr yw dy *madverth,

Can i Dduw pur, cynnydd perth.

Defgan gloyw organ eglurgerdd—oflev
Eoflais drebl angerdd :
Priv lwylgan per velylgerdd,
Perogl fain camp prics’wn-cerdd !
Bartholomzaw Jones.

Eos braint coednaint caeadnerth—croywbwnc
Da driphwne di drafferth ;

POETIC CONTENTION, OR EXTEMPORE VERSES ON THE NIGHTINGALE.

Clau chwiban vel cloch aberth

FEurgain bwnc, organ y berth.
. 4 A Huw Liyn.

Pulpudwraig coedwraig cauadros—glaflwyn,
Glwyflais per ddiweddnos ;
Awen a roed i'r Los

Chwibana ’i phwnc uwch ben ff6s.
Elis ab Rhys ub Edward.

Cerddgar dlos Eos uwch fail—Twr Cedwyn ;
Tor coedallt ag adail :
Clywch gywydd cloch y gwiail,
Crechwen tad Awen ty dail !
Will. Llya.

Eiliad mawl ganiad mél gwenyn—iawnllwydd
Mal arianllais telyn : ‘

Arian gloch ar enau glyn,

Is coedallt Eos Cedwyn !

Blaengar fwn claiar clywais—gwin awen,
Gan Eos vely(lais ;
Bryd ofle’ baradwyflais,

Berw o goed lwyn bragod lais !
Huw Llya.

A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE MUSICIANS, AND COMPOSERS OF WALES,

AND THE TIME WHEREIN THEY FLOURISHED.

See allo pages 26. 29. 35. and 38. and p. 13, 14, 15, and 6.

Th’ old Britifh Bards, upon their Harps,
For falling flats, and rifing fharps,
T hat curioufly were {trung ;
To ftir their Youth to warlike rage,
Or their wild fury to affuage,
In their loofe numbers {ung, == == — Drayton.

Gwalchmai ab Meilir, of Anglefey, a Harper and
Poct. He went with Rickard the Fir/? to the Holy
War, and flouriflied about the year 1180.  MS.

Feffrey, Harper to the Beneditine Abbey of Hide
near Winchefter, about the year 1180, in tne reign of
Henry the I1d. See Madox’s Hif2. of the Exch. p. 251.

Richard, Harper to King Henry the Third. It
appears by a pipe-roll, ann. 30 of Henry 1II. that
Richard the Harper was allowed a pipe of wine, and
al(d a pipe of wine for Beatiice his wife. Hawkins’s
Hif. vol. IV.p. 14.

Rh's ab Tudsr, 2 noted Harper of Anglefey, about
1385-. Sce his Elegy in Davydd ab Guwilym’s Works,
P 474

Balchnoe, a noted compofer of facred mufic.
Mentioned by Davydd ab Guwilym.

Tudur Géch; a celebrated Mufician. Mentioned
by Davydd ab Gwilym.

Reinallt, Harper, of Dolgelly, who contended for
the laurel with Sidn Lés,about theyear 1450, 9€¢ p.4 5.

Owain Dwn, Bard, and Captain of a regiment of
cavalry. He diftinguithed himfelf when he was in
Ireland, about the year 1460; and is faid to have
been Lord Lieutenant there afterwards.  MS.

A Chéidpen Hawen y lli,
Eu Telyn a’u bardd teulut. ——

William Moore, and Bernard de Ponte, Harpers to
King Edward the IVth, about A.D. 1465, Haw-
kins’s Hijt. vol. 111. p. 480.

Lewis ab Howel Gwyn, Harper, about A.D. 1470.
Davydd, vdb Howel divai,
Grythor ai ragor ar rai.
Lewis duliw lwys delyn,
Apla guir ab Howel Gwyn. P

Edward Chirk, Bard of the Harp, who obtained
the jewel of the Britith Olympics, about A. ID. 1480.

Davydd ab Gwilym, Pencerdd Telyn, Doétor of
Mufic, or chief profeflor of the Harp, about 1480.

Dai Llwyd, of Cwm Bychan, in Meirionyddfhire,
Harper, and Warrior, about 1480. There 1s a cele-

brated




CHRONOLOGY OF THE MUSICIANS OF WALES.

prated Welth tune,” called Ffarwel Dai Lilwyd,
which was compofled on his departure from Wales,

when he went with Fa/per Tudor, and Owen Lawgéch
to the battle of Bolworth Field.

ITeuan Delynior, flourifhed -about 1480.

Guwilym Whifgin, a performer on the Cruwth to the
Abbot of Lian Egweftl Abbey, in Denbighfhire, about
the year 1500.

Fobn Gwynedd, (of North Wales,) 4 fecular prieft,
Dottor of Mufic, and compoler for the Church ;
flourithed about 1530.

Rbydderch Deuwaidd, Harper of Coity, in Gla-
morganfhire, 1540.

Shén Trevor,of Trev alyn, Harper, ab". A.D.1560.

The following perfons were graduated profefors,
or chief Muficians of the Harp, in the reign of
Queen Elizabeth, about the year 1568.

Chief Bards, and Teachers Slqn.a bRhysBencerdd,
of inftrumental fong *. Wil Eeallyn,

‘ Hwlcyn Llwyd, ——
Probationary Stu- [ Thomas Anwyl,
dents, (but not | D4. Liwyd ab Sién ab Rhys,
teachers) of Edward ab Evan,

inftrumental Robert ab Howel Llanvor,
fong. Humphrey Goch,

And the following were the chief profeffors of the
Siamas Eutyn,

Crwth ; or
Chief Bards and teachers of
{Evan Penmon.
Robert ab Rh§s Guttyn,

inftrumental fong:
["homas Mon,

Bachelors of Mufic, (but [
Sion Ednyved,
Thomas Grythor,

not teachers of inftru-
ISiﬁn Dda Grythor §.

mental fong.)
An Englyn on Rbjs Crythor, of Hiraethog, who
flourifhed about 1580.

® « The ealt part of the parith of Béd-varry, in Flintfhire,
dwelleth Hoawel, a gentleman, that by ancient accultom was
wont to give the badge of the Silver Harp to the beft Harper of
North Wales, as by privilege of his anceftors. He lives at Pen-
rhyn, and hath alfo a ruinous caftle, called Cafiell Toloy or Eulo,
near Hawarden.”” Leland’s ltinerary, vol. V. p. 6.

§ See further account of the Congrefs of the Bards in Pen-
nant’s Tour in Wales, vol. L. p. 467, &c.

* Francis Pilkington, a Lutift of Chefter, and Author of the
firft Book of Songs or Airs, of four parts, with Tablature for
the Orpharion, &c. fol. 1605. |

Daniel, compofer of Songs for the Lute, Viol, and Voice,
folio, 1606 ; fuppofed to be the Brother of Samucl Daniel, the
Poet Laureat and Hiftorian, and the publifher of his works in
1623.

uph Davies, Bachelor of Mufic, and Organift] of Here-
ford Cathedral, celebrated for his ikill in Church Mufic, about
1625.

T'wo Englyn in praife of Rebert Maelor, the noted Harper

who flourithed about 1680,

!
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Er béd Rhys, nwyvus yn yved, ar dafg
Er y Dyjdd i ganed ;
Er cael bir y Sir yn fied,
Os iach nid llai ei [yched.—— Will. Byrchinfhaw. )}

Epitaph on Sidn Phylip Bencerdd, of Mochras Meis
rion, A. D. 1580.

Dyma wedd gwrda vedd gu, Sion Phylip
 Sein a philer Cymru ;

Cwynwn vyn'd athro canu,

I garchar, y ddacar ddi !

Humphrey Wynn, Harper of Yrys y Maengwyn,
Mceirionethfhire, 13580.

T homas Anwyl, Telynior, 1580.

In the eltablifhment of Queen Elizabeth, there
were two Harpers, two Lutilts, beflides Min(trelse
Peck’s Defiderata Curiofa, p. 225,

At St. Donat’s Caftle, Glamorganthire, there is a
piCture of Sir Edward Stradling’s Harper, who lived
in the reign of Elizabeth.

Fones, Mufician to Henry Prince of Wales, about
1604.

Jobn Caerwarden, Violilt and Compofer to King
Charles the Firft, in 1630.

Robert Jones, an eminent Compoler of Mufic,
and performer on the Lute, about 160g.

William Llwyd, Pencerdd, of Llangedwyn.——

Jobn Dygon, Bachelor of Mufic, A.D. 1512,
who was ele€ted Abbot of St. Auftin’s, in Canter-
bury, about 1.497.

Elwy Bevan,one of the firft compofers of Canons,
flourifhed in 1631,

Peter Phillips, (or Pietro Phillippi) compofer of
Melodia Olympica, &c. 169q.

|

Robhert Davies ; and Morgan Grig ; thefe two laft
compofers are mentioned by Morley, in his introducs
tion on Mufic, p. 5r.

Dicky jones, a famous Mufician, and tutor to Mr.
Felting, and leader at Drury-Lane Theatre, ab‘,1730,

For the muficians after this period, fee note*.

An
Maclor gerdd Bencerdd bynciau, urddedig
Ar ddidwyll vefirau ;
Mwyn ganiad tyniad t annau,
Muwyn a gewych y mae ’n i gway, —— Will. Byrchinfbaza.

Mewn cyvedd mawredd o *maros, y cair
Cywrain wawd o’i achos ;

Mwynyn ar y Delyn diés,

Maelor yew mal yr cos ! —— Edward Kyfia.

Lwvan Mailan, Harper to Queen Anne, and performer in the
Choir of Weftminfter Abbey, about 1706.

Griffith Evan, Harper to Thomas Powel, Efq. of Nant-éos,
Qardlganihir:, where his portrait {till remains; It is written upon
it, that he played 69 Chriftmailes at Nant-&os, and aged Boy
Flourifhed about A. D. 1700.

Elis Eis is fpoken of by old people as a wonderful performer
on the Wellh harp. There are Rill verfes remembered of his

having charmed the queen with his playing, (probably Queen
Mary.)

Richard Llias, who came after Elisr Eds, was the beft player
of his time, ’till Llis Sion Siamas, who was a younger perfon,
O {urpafied
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An Elegy in commemoration of twent
and Poetry in Wales. Written by Sién Tudur,
1580. * wviz.

Performers on the Harp.
Sidn ab Rhys, Bencerdd.

enan Deliniawr.

ai Nantglyn.
Dai Maenan.
Rhobin ab Reinallt.
Robert Llwyd.,
leuan Benllyn.

Morgan Celli.

. Siams Eutyn,

Davvdd ab
Rifiart ab 510n.

Some of thele

Lewis ab Howel Gwynn.

Performers on the Cravth.  &c.

Robert ab Ieuan Llwyd.
Thomas Glyn Gwy.
owel Grigor.

A COMMEMORATION of TWENTY-ONE MUSICIANS AND POETS.

y-one Muficians, and Poets ; and foretelling the decline of Mufic»
of Wicwair, in Denbighthire, who flourifhed about the year

Sion Ednyved.
Siobn ab Rhys Guttyn.
Robert a Rhys.
Poets.
Gruffydd Hiraethog, flod. 1530.
$i6n Brwynog, flourithed 1550.
Lewis ab Edward.
Rifiart Iorwerth, flourithed 1480.

Bards took their degree&,' and contended for the Oak-wreath of Fame, at the Seffion of the

Bards, held at Caerwys in the ninth year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth. ———

Tywyll vrau vradeg twyll-vrith
Yw'r bywyd brwnt a'r byd brith ;
Bywyd tawdd yw'r byd diddim,
Byrred yw ! heb barbau dim.
Servyll oer bebyll yw'r byd,
Sjomwr ar bob rhyw [ymmyd,
Brathwr ar bawb a rotho

Bryd ar vyw, bradwr yw wo.

[, |

Ac Angau drwying a droes,
Lladronaidd yw lleidr einioes,

furpafled him, which Richard Elias took fo much to heart, that
he did not long furvive after he heard fome verfes fung, extolling
Elis 8ién Siamas, a fragment of which is as follows :

Mae Elis Sién Stamas,

Y n amgenach ¢ Bwrpas,

Na Richard Elias o lawer.

Elis Sién Siamas, afamous Harper of Llanvachreth in Mei-
rionethfhire. Some fay that he was Harper to Queen Anne. He
was fo much capacitated over the common.muficians, that
Robert Edward Lewis, a noted poet of his time, compofed the
following pennill upon him. /

Parch yw vy mbhavrpas, 1 Elis Sién Siamal; ¥
Telyniwr mawr urddas dda vwynwas hyd védd ;
Pen minwfic holl Gymru, am gweirio ac am gant,

Ve ddarvu i Dduw rannu iddo Rinwedd.

¢ There were two perfonsof the name of Powell, father and

fon, who played finely on the Harp. Theelder was patronized
by the duke of Portland, and when {that nobleman was ap-
pointed Governor of ]am;tica. went with him thither. The
younger ftayed in England ; and Mr. Handel being defirous to
make him known, compofed for him a leffon, which is the fifth
organ concerto of the firft fet, and introduced him in three or|
four of his oratorios, where there are accompaniments for the
Harp, fee p. 52. Befides the Powels, there wasat the fame time
in London a performer on the Harp, who merits to be hadmn
remembrance. His name was Jones, a Welfhman, and blind.
The old Dutchefs of Marlborough would have retained him with
a pexfion : but he would not endure confinement, and was en-
gaged by one Evans, who kept a home=brewed alehoufe of great
refort, the fign of the Hercules Pillars, oppofite Clifford’s-Inn
Paffage, in Fleet-Street, and performed in the great room up-
ftairs during the winter feafon. He played extempore volun-
taries, the fugues in the fonatas, and concertos of Corelli, as alfo
molt of his folosyand many of Mr. Handel’s opera {ongs, with
exquifite neatnefs and elegance. He alfo played on the violin ;
and on that infirument imitated {o exactly the irregularintona-
tion, mixed with fobs and paufes, of a Quaker’s E:rmnn, that
none could hear him and refrain from immoderate laughter.
Jones died about the year 1738, and was buried Lambeth
Chuorcheyard ;'and his funeral, which was celebrated with a
dead march, was attended by a great number of the muiical
people.”  Hawkinss Hiftory of Mufic. vol. V. p: 357

laudius Pbilips, the Harper, died about 30 years ago, whofe
fame is recorded by Dr. Fobnfon, in the following epitaph :

Phillips ! whofe touch harmonious could remove

The pangs of guilty power, or haplefs love,

Reft here ! opprefs’d by poverty no more,

Here find that calm thou gav’it fo oft before :

This difagreeable ftate, and verfatile univerfe, are
uncertain, variable, and deceitful. How fhort and
tranfitory is this diffipating life, and trifling world !
This world is an uneftablithed encampment, a de-
ceiver on every trial ; a traitor that {tabs every one
who trufts his exiftence in him.

Wicked Death, that wily robber of lives, broughs
diltrefs upon us : the ruthlefs churl fnatched away a

Sleep undifturb’d within this humble fhrine,
Till angels wake thee with a note like thine !

Harry Parry, of Caernavonfhire, who lived about the begin-

.| Ning of this century, was the moft celebrated Harper of his

time. There is an anccdote told of him, when he was on a mu-
{ical excurfion at Liverpool, where he was extremely well
received, and from thence was going to Manchelter ; that fome
gentlemap wrote a letter of recommendation to {fend by him,
which was in the following laconic manner : Do but hear him ?

Ewan Edwards, of Creigian v Bleiddiau, was a natural
genius, and a fweet player on the Harp. He died in June
1 766, and in the 32d year of hisage. His epitaph I have co-
pied from his tomb in Cerrig Drudion Church yard, Denbigh-
{hire, which is as follows :

Dy goffa wydd dryma dro, gan vonedd
Dy wyned i ’r amdo ;

Am ganiad mae travm gawyno,

Gan gri dy wyned i’r gro.
Dy vawynder dyner dannau, veed velus
I viloedd o’ glufdiau :

Blith ydeedd dy blethiadan,

Ymhab cwr a phirion ceu.

Hugh Elis, of Trawfvynydd, had finne tulent on the Harp,
and was eftcemed one of the beft performers of the national
Welfh tunes of his time. He was buried in Towyn Church-yard
Meirionvddthire, and the infcription on his tomb-ltone is as fol-
lows; (and faid to have been written by William Naunney
Wynn, Lfq. of Maesy Neuadd :)

o the memory of Hugh Llisy, Harper, who was drowned in
the Difynni, Auguft sth, 1774, in the 6oth year of his age.

The Nvmphs of the flood were rutting, plague rot ’em,

With the Genius of Muiic when he went to the bottom

Their care and attention would elfe have {upported,

The child of the Harp, whom the Mufes all courted.
Mr. gm&n Parry, of Rhiwabon, who died abeut 18 years ago,
was Harper to the late Sir Watkyn Williams Wynne, and to ~
his father. There was a mufical conteft on the Huarp, between
Mr. Parry, and Hugh Shin Prys, of Llanddervel, and Foulk
“Fones, the Trumpeter, was appointed to be the judge; in which
Parry proved viGor. Parry and ! vani/iliiams \he Harper, jointly
publifhed the firlt Book of Welih tunes ; but the original melo-
dies are very much mutilated.

This Fzan Williams accompanied the pfalms on the Harp,
as a fubltitute for an organ, in fome {mall Church in London.

The moft diftinguifhed performers of the prefent day, on the
Triple Harp, or Welth Hacp, ave 7homas Fones, Efq. late of
Richmond, and native of Coraen,
of Glanbran.

2 Sicn Tudur died in April, 16c2,
I
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Meirionydd ; and Sackville Cear < A/ C
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Dug yr Angau, dig wrengyn,
Dylwyth beirdd o'r dalaith byn.
Cerddorion p6b cerdd wrawl,
Cymdeithion mwynion eu maw! ;
Prydyddion parod addyfg,
Penceirddiaid mwyn blaid o’'n myfg ;
Telynorion gweifion gwch,
Crythorion croyw-waith hirwych.
P’le i’r ai dawn pilerau d [z, '
Plaid penceirddiaid cywirddy[g ?
Dawyn a wnaetbh, drwy alacth drweb,

Duw, vawredd ein divyrweh !
Huwyr weithian am Hiraethawg,

Gamrau rbwydd drwy Gymru’r hawg ;
Bu ordd pur-iaith Bardd parawd
Brwynog yn gyff bren gwin gwawd ;

A Lewis, ffriw awchus ffracth,

Fab Edward wvwy wybodaeth.

Torres am Rifiart lorwerth,

Nen bren, goed nen gwawd a'i nerth,——
Od acth hwnt mae’n adwyth byn,
Duw, dan unclo Dai Nantclyn s

Dug y gawr bu ’n deg ei gdn ;

Dylai >n wwir Delyn Arian.

D wyn leuan, lin Delyniawr,

Ydyw vwleh, ac adwy vawr.

Dat Maenan Duw a’ mynodd,

'r Nev, ar wyl, byn vu rodd ;

Sion ab Rhys heb ¢i barbau,

Bencerdd Nevawl ei bynciau ;

Rhobinyn y gicina gmd
Ab Reinallt, Nev bo 'r enaid !

Siams a@’i grwth, wvalfiemsy grog,
‘Eutyn daid; dyn godidog.
Sién ar dant, afynwr dyn,
Braify yttoedd vab Rhys Guttyn ;
Qi briddaw y mae breuddwyd !
Baroted llaw Robert Llwyd !
Bwrw Ivan, ber avael,
Paun llawen bardd, Penllyn hael.
Sion rhyw ldn [ynbwyrol cedd,
Ednyved, aed i Nevoedd !
Rifiart ab Sion o V'én wawr,
Hawyl groyw iaith Hywel Grythawr.
Davydd vab Hywel, divai,
Grigor, a'i ragor ar rai.
Lewys dilwyr lwys Delyn,
Apla gwr, ab Hywel Gwyn;
Cael a wnaed, wrth ein coel ni,
Colled am Vorgan Celli ;
A Thomas, urddas harddwych,

Glyn Gwy, oedd Grythor glan gzuj'rb
Rhobert a ddibarebwyd,
_Heb wan llefg, ableuan Llwyd 3
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lovely company from this country ; the performers
on all lively mufical inltruments, and their com-
rades, the courteous encomiafts : the fkilful poets,
and the harmonious chief muficians ; the fweet
handed Crowthers, and Harpers perfet in their art.

The pillars of learning are gone :
A band of Mafters of Mufic!

God deprived us in a lamentable manner of our
molft agreeable diverfion.

Wales will mourn a long time for Grifith Hiraeth-
awg : 3

Fobn Brwynog, that prompt fupporter of pure
language and poetry.

The {mart, eloquent, and knowing Lewis ab
Edward.

The growing fund of poetry is fallen by the death
of Richard Iorwerth.

It is a great diltrefs that Dai Nantclyn is departed ;
God took away a melodious mufician ; indeed he de-
ferved a filver Harp.

The lofs of Evan the Harper is a great breach :
Dai Maenan has his holiday’s reward in heaven.

The Pencerdd Fobn ab Rbys, with his divine cho-
rufles, is no more ! |

Sweet Robin ab Reinallt, God have mercy upon his
foul !

Likewife that eminent mulfician ?ame.r Eaton, with
his chiming Criwth ;

And that wife, and brave profeffor of the ftring,
Fobhn ab Rhys Guttin.

The interment of the nimble-fingered Rober:
Llwyd left us in a trance.

The fweet notes of the harp, by that boon of
pleafure Evan Penllyn, ate loft.

‘The melodious and neat John Ednyved; may he
be in heaven !

Richard ab Shon from famed Anglefey, continuer
of the charming founds of Howel Grythawr :

And the tolerably fkilful Dawid ab Howel Gr:-
gor.

The pure ftrains of that proficient’s Harp, Lewis
ab Howel Gwyn.

Alfo, according to our belief, we fultain a lofs
for Morgan Cells.

And the elteemed, able Crowther, Thomas Glyn
Gwy.

The noted, and never-failing Robert ab Evan
L lwyd.

Rhobert
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Rhobert ab Rhys wr bybarch,
Rhbwydd bwne, mawr yr baeddat barch ;
Aeth ir Nev yn gartrevol,
Ni vynai *n bwy vyw’n eu hol :
Ew ae yn hawdd o’r van hon,
Gyda métb gyd y meithion ;
Y llonydd a llaw uniawn ;
" U lain néd, acyn léniawn——
Duw a’i gyrchodd dég orchwyl,
Gydag év, i gadw gwyl.
Vi iach orcheft, ni chyrchir.
Eu bath ond byn byth o’n tir.
. Galar i bawb, gwael yw'r byd,
A gwael vydd y Gelvyddyd :
Leilai ’r gerdd yn 61 wylaw,
Leilai y ddyfg lwli a ddaw.
New i'w *neidiau vwyn adail
Nawdd Dduw byn, ni ddaw eu hail ;
Acthant i'w cartrev nevol :
Yo ar bynt awn ar eu lhol.——

The deferving and worthy Robert ab Rbys quickly
followed them to the blefled habitation. He cone
tentedly refigned this world with fuch worthy com-
panions, quietly, righteoufly, fpotlefs, and pure.

It was God’s pleafure to fend for thefe men, to
hold a feaft with him in heaven. .

Adieu {kill! no fuch men will be fetched again
from our country !

All people may lament ; the world is impoverifh-
ed, the art will now decline !

Mufic and Poetry will fuffer diminution ; the fci-
ence will be neglefted, and harmony ceale !

May their fouls enjoy the heavenly manfion! peace
to their manes ! their like will never be feen again.

They are gone to the celeftial abode, let us quickly
prepare to follow them.

-

« There is a curious anecdote recorded of Arnaud Daniel, a Troubadour, who made a voyage into En<
gland about the year 1240, where, in the Court of King Henry the Third, he met a Minfrel, who chal-

lenged him at difficult thymes. The challenge was accepted, and 2 confiderable wager was laid ; and the
rival Minftrels were fhut up in feparate chambers of the palace. The Kking, who appears to have much
snterefted himfeif in the difpute, allowed them ten days for compofing, and five more for learning to fing their
refpe@ive pieces ; after which, each was to exhibit his performance in the prefence of his majelly. The
third day the Engli/b Minfirel nnounced that he was ready. The Troubadour declared he had not written
a line ; but that he had tried, and could not as yet put two words together. The following evening he over-
heard the Min/trel pralifing his fong to himfelf. The next day he had the good fortune to hear the fame
again, and learned the air and words. At the day appointed they both appeared before the king. Arnaud
defired to fing firt, The Min/irel, in a fit of the greateft furprize and aftonithment, fuddenly cried out
This is my fong ! The king faid 1t was impoffible. The Min/trel fill infifted upon it ; and Arnaud, being
clofely prefled, ingenuoufly told the whole affair. The king was much entertained with this adventure, or-
dered the wager to be withdrawn, and loaded them with rich prefents. But he afterwards obliged Adrnaud
to give a Chanfon of his own compofition®.”

About the end of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, flourifhed Twm Bdch, (or Thomas Pritchard,) who was the
Orpheus on the Harp at that ¢e  He was born at Coity in Glamorganthire ; died (A.D. 1597)1n London,
and was buried in St. Sepulchre’s church. That Poetry {ympathized with the fifter Art for the lofs, we
may be convinced by the following bipartite Englyn, written upon his death, the two firft lines by Hugh

Griffith, the fequel by Rbys Cain.
4 ’ dan Ah, fee ! our laft, beflt harper goes:

Sweet as his ftrain be his repole !
Extiné& are all the tuneful fires,
And Mufic with Twm Bdch expires :
No finger now remains to bring
The tone of rapture from the {tring.

T iach i Dwm Bach, aeth i'r bedd ;=bellach
E’ ballodd Cynghanedd :

Ni wn w6, yn un wedd,

A wyr viwfig ar vyfedd’.

In the reign of George 11, Powel, 2 Welth Harper, who ufed to play before that Monarch, drew fuch
tones from his inftrument, that the great Handel was delighted with his performance, and compofed for
bim feveral pieces of Mufic, fome of which are in the firt fet of Handel’s Concertos, particularly the fecond,
and fixth, which are admirably well calculated for the Harp. He alfo introduced him as a performer in his
Oratorios, in which there are fome fongs, Harp obligato, that were accompanied by Powe! : fuch as

« Praife the Lord with chearful woice,” in Efther : * Hark !he firikes the golden lyre,” in dlexander Balus :
and < Fly, malicious fpirit” in Saul, &c. —— .

s Millot, tem. I1. p. 491. and Warton’s Englifb Poetry,, vol.Il. p. 235.
+ A M S, of Lnglynicn in the library of Jetus College, Oxford.

1 Haying
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Having now condued nearly to our own time the fhort hiftory I intended ; I make a little paufe before
I bring it to its conclufion, to examine fomewhat more minutely the caufes that conferred fuch peculia.
rity and excellency on the Poetry, and Mufic of Wales. The laws, manners, and fortunes of nations have a
principal influence in giving an original charalter to national arts. The firft care of the Welth laws was the
freedom of the people. They were free, and their manners accordingly were at once generous and impe.
tuous ; gentle, hofpitable, and focial among their friends, and full of refentment and revenge againft their
enemies. They inhabited a country where they found, in the works of nature, what they afterwards copied
into their own, the beautiful and fublimg¢. They were equally addicted to love, and war : when they
forfook the camp, they did not return to agriculture, commerce, or the mechanic arts, but paft their lei
{ure in hunting, and other manly fports, and games, in' converfe with the fair ', and in recounting thei;
exploits, amid(t libations of mead, at the tables of lords, and princes. Hence they learnt to write verfe and
found the Harp. ¢ Love firft invented verfe, and form’d the rhime,
¢¢ The motion meafur’d, harmoniz’d the chime.”
Another caufe, which operated with equal power on our poetry, was the ftrength and beauty of the lan-
guage in which it was conveyed ; if it may not with greater truth be faid, that by the Poetry thofe inherent
properties of the language were called forth. The charalter of Wellh Poetry, and its dependence on the
language, have been fo well difplayed in a differtation on the fubje&t by the Reverend Mr. Walters,* that I
am unwilling to make ufe of his fentiments in any other words than his own.
¢« The Welfh language (he obferves, ) is poffeffed of native ornaments and unborrowed treafures. I
rivals the celebrated Greek in its aptitude to form the moft beautiful derivatives, as well as in the elegance,
facility, and expreflivenefs, of an infinite variety of compounds, and deferves the praife -which has been
‘given it by an enemy 3, that, notwithfianding the multiplicity of gutturals and confonants with which it abounds,

it has the [oftnefs and harmony of the Italian, with the majcfty and expre/fion of the Greek.
“F Of all the tifflues ever wrouglit

Ni phrovais, dan ffurvaven, On the Parnaffian hill,
-Gwe mor gaeth a’r Gymraeg wen*. Fair Cambria’s web, in art and thought,
Difplays the greateft fkill.

¢ The glory of a language is a copious rotundity, a vigorous tone, and a perfpicuous and expreflive
brevity ; of which a thoufand happy inftances might be produced from the Cambro-Britith MSS.* Their
compafs reaches from the fublimity of the ode to the concifenels of the epigram. Whoever explores thefe
ancient and genuine treafures will find in them the molt melodious numbers, the moft poetical diction, the
moft nervous expreffion, and the moft elevated fentiments, to be met with in any language .”
- A language, however fortunate in its original conftruétion, can never attain fuch perfettion without a
very high degree of cultivation ®. It is evident therefore that at fome remote period the Welfh themfelves were
highly cultivated, and had made great progrefs in learning, arts, and manners ; fince we dilcover fuch
elegance, contrivance, and philofophy, in their language. Some authors have attributed this refinement of
the Cambro-Britith diale& to the Druids.. From this opinion I diflent ; becaufe I obferve that Taliefin and
his contemporaries, by whom they were followed and imitated, do not afford fuch fpecimens of polithed
numbers and dition as the Bards who lived under the later princes have exhibited. The Eiffeddvod was
the fchool in which the Welfh language was gradually improved, and brought at laft to its unrivalled per-
feQion. * The Bards,”” fays the ingenious critic 1 have before quoted, ¢ have been always confidered by
the Welfh as the guardians of their language, and the confervators of its purity.

The metre of Welfh poetry is very artificial and alliterative ; poflefling fuch peculiar ingenuity, in the
fele@tion and arrangement of words, asto produce a rhythmical concatenation of founds in every verfe. To
an Englifh reader it may feem a laborious way of trifling : but every language has peculiar laws of harmony.

! Lord Lyttelton from Giraldus Cambrenfis. Hift. of Henry II. ¢ Dr. Lleaelyn iuﬁcniuuﬂy"rtfcrs the curious and delicate
vol. I p. 5. ftruéture of the Wellh language to its peculiar property of vary-

1 A Differtation on the Welfh Language, 8vo, Cowbridge, | ing artificially, euphonia gratia, its mutable initial confonants j
muking it fuperior in this refpect to the Hebrew, and the Greek.

1771.

?? The author of the Letters from Snowdon. See Hiftorical and Critical Remarks on the Britith Tongue,
¢ Edmund Prys, 1). D.Archdeacon of Meirionydh. 8vo. Londonm, 1769, p. 58, &c. Likewife Antigue Lingua
s See alfo Cyvrinach y Beirdd, or the Secred of the Poets, in | Briiannica, by Dr. Davies, 8vo, London, 1621.

Carte’s Fiflory of England. vol 1. page 33. and in the 2 vol. of | P The

this work, or Dardie Mufeum, p. 8,
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The ancient languages of Greece and Rome were not clogged with a fuperabundance of confonants, and were
chiefly compofed of polyfyllabic words and vocal terminations. Their poets therefore made their metre
confift in quantity, or the artful diftriburion of long and thort fyllables. The o!d Britith language abounded
with confonants, and was formed of moncfyllables, which are incompatible with quantity ; and the Bards
could reduce it to concord by no other means than by placing at fuch intervals its harfher confonants, fo
intermixing them with vowels, and fo adapting, repeating, and dividing, the feveral founds, as to produce
an agreeable effect from their ftruture. Hence the lyws of poetical compofiiion in this language are fo
ftrict and rigorous, that they ‘muft greatly cramp the genius of the Bard, but that there is, in the language
itfelf, a particular aptitude for that kind of alliterative melody, and is as effential as harmony in Mufic,
which conftitutes the great beauty of its poetry. To the ears of natives, the Welth metre is extremely
pleafing, and does not fubjeét the Bard to more reltraint than the different forts of feet occafioned to the
Greck and Roman Poets’. There are traces of Cynghanedd, or rhythm, in the poetical remains of the
Druids. It was known to the Bards of the fixth century, but they ufed it fparingly, and were not circum-
fcribed by the rules, that were afterwards adopted. From the Norman conqueft to the death of Liywelyn
the laft, they were more ftri¢t. From Llywelyn to Elizabeth the laws of alliteration were prefcribed and
obferved with the moft fcrupulous exatnefs. A line not perfectly alliterative was condemned as much, by
the Welth grammarians, as a falle quantity by the Greeks and Romans °. '

The Bards, like other poets, were oftentatious of their wealth ; for, they had no fooner learnt the extent:

of their power than they began to wander at will through all the mazes of Cynghanedd.
They gave other relative proofs of an unrivalled profody. Not content with the mellifluence of this

soupler, written on a harp,

Mac mil o leifidu melyfon, 9 Within the concave of its womb is found,
Mae mél o byd ym mola bon ° : The magic fcale of foul-enchanting found :

they fought after more liquid meafures, and produced fuch f{pecimens as the following Englyn gorcheftal i
Br,v Sidan, or fkilful Epigram on the Silk-worm, compoled entirely of vowels,
O’i wiw iy i weue &, a’i weuau

O%i thyau y weua ; ’ ¢ 1 perifh by my art, dig mine own grave ;

E’ weua ei wé aia’, - <« I fpin my thread of life ; my death I weave.”
_ A'i, weuau yw ievau id *.
In grandeur the following diftich on Thunder could not be furpafled : \

Tén a dzir yn ymwriaw, The roaring thunder, dreadful in its ire,

1wW’r taranau dreigiau draw "'.—D.G. Is water warring with aérial fire.

But it is exceeded in difficulty by the fublequent Englyn, compofed entirely of vowels and the confonant 7 .
Unwwn enynwn yn noniau—cin Iin,
Yn ynni’n awenau ;
Eon awn yn y iawn iau,
Uniawnwn ein anianau ", L Hophins.
Such [pecimens deferve not to be read with ridicule or difgult: they were not defigned to dilplay the fkill
of the poet, but the powers of the language. _
Something now remains to be faid of the Wellh Mufic. Though the fupernatural power and effes, fabu.
loufly alcribed to the Mufic of antiquity, are now held in juft derifion ; itis not difficult to conceive, that
(notwith{tanding its known f{implicity) by its affociation with poetry, which it rendered more articulate and
expreflive, it might operate with much greater fuccefls on the mind and affetions, than the artificial melody,
and complicated harmony of modern times. The ancient fragments of melody and poetry are beautiful,
becaufe they refemble the beauties of nature ; and nature will ever be beautiful while it refembles thofe beay-
ties of antiquity. ‘ x
There 1s a certain ftyle of melody peculiar to each mufical country, which the people of that country
are apt to prefer, to every other kind, Some of the dignified old Welth Tunes cdnvey to our ideas, the

7 Northern Antiquities, 8vo, London, vol. I, p. 401, &=. | genioufly anfwered in another, compofed in the lik

8 The Wellh had hix or ﬁ:'verf Eiiﬁcr:ut kinds of this conlonant | vowels by the Rev, Mr. Gra::-w. ﬂﬂﬁm; .D:'dn’au;rcz n‘i}':::’zzn’jr
harmony. Northern Antiquities, vol. IL p. 197, &c. Gwailh Beirdd Mon, 8vo, London, 1763 p. 35. i

o Walters’s Diflertation or the Wellh Language, p. 52. " Walters’s Diflertation, p.53.

w Tlyfau yr bén Ocfoedd, by Leawis Morris, See this Englyn in-l ? From a Manufcript.
10 ancient
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ancient manners and conviviality of our anceflors. There are others that recal back to our minds, certain
incidents which happened in our youth, of love, rural fports, and other paftimes ; they likewife excite in
us a longing defire of a repetition of thofe juvenile pleafures ; and perhaps it is on account of thele effects
they produce, that they are fo well remembered, and continue to be fung with fuch delight by the natives.
The attachment to national tunes, when once eftablifhed, inftead of offending by repetition, is always upon
the increale. "The mulfic, as well as the poetry, of Wales, derived its peculiar and original charaéter from
the genius of the country: they both fprang from the fame fource; its delightful valleys gave birth to
their foft and tender meaflures, and its wild mountainous fcenes to their bolder and more animated tones ',

And where could the Mufes have chofen a happier refidence ? Here the eye is delighted with woods and
valleys at once wild and beautiful : in other parts, we are aftonifhed with a continued tract of dreary
cloud-capt country, ¢ hills whofe heads touch heaven ’-~——dark, tremendous, precipices rapid rivers
roaring over disjointed rocks——gloomy caverns, and rufhing cataralts. Salvator Ro/a’s extravagant

~ fancy never indulged itfelf in grander, or more wild profpecs! Nor bhas Claude Lorraine’s inimitable pencil
ever delineated fcenes that excelled fome of the valleys of Wales!

It is not to be wondered at, that the venerable Cambrian fongs poflefled fuch influence on the minds of
our ancellors, when we confider their beautiful, and various change of ftyle, and time ; tranfitions abrupt
as the rocky profpects of the country, and fudden as the paffions of the people:

¢ Mankind it forces to be gay, or grave,
“ Amorous, Religious, Effeminate, or Brave.”

The moft ancient ftyle of Welfh mufic is the grave, and fo/emn, which was confecrated to religious pur-
pofes **.  The next, diftin&t from the former, is {trikingly martial and magnificent .  Another is plaintive,
and expreffive of forrow, being appropriated to elegies, and the celebration of the dead . Another is of the
pafloral kind, and of all, perhaps, the moft agreeable ; coming nearelt to nature, and poflefiing a pleafing
melancholy and foothing tranquillity, [uitable to genial love . There are alfo, dancing "L'unes, or jigs,
which are extremely gay and infpiring " '

Of thele ancient melodies I have recovered fome genuine remains; and their effets are not wholly loft
or forgotten. A new era of Cambria-Britith harmony has rifen in our times, and the wonderful things
related of it in former ages have been already realifed. '

The trembling {trings about her fingers crowd,
And tell their joy for every kifs aloud :
Small force there needs to make them tremble fo ;
Touch’d by that hand, who would not tremble too ? Waller.
The harp in the hands of the Britifh fair *, has acquired new honours, and a more irrefiftible influence ;
« and never produced fuch tranfport and enthufiafm when ftruck by a Cybelyn, or a Cadwgan®, ag it now
excites, aflilted by the liquid voice, and diltinguifhed beauty of our modern female Bards.
‘ EDWARD JONES.

Y Vawyna’n Vyw, Merch Megan, Pen Rhaw, Mentra Gewen, 13-
veriad y Gerwyn, Erddigan Caer-Waun, dlfen Dén, Croefo 'r
Wenynen, &c. Dadl Dau, Miacynder Meirionydd, &c.

* Hoffedd Modryb Marged, Ceffylyn Rhygyngog, Gyrru’r Ryd
o'm blaen, Fidde Fadate, Tri ﬂ;mrr Zén, Confet Davydd i&

'3 Whoever defires to fee this idea purfued to fome length,
may find it ingenioufly “and philofophically de¢veloped, with
reference to the native mufic of Scotland, in Dr. Beattie’s Ef-
fays on Poetry und Mufic.

* The fine old Pfalms, which are chanted in fome of the
churches in #ales, particularly in thole where modern finping
is not introduced. Likewife, Cér-Aedan, Cor vinvain, Car-
wryeg, Cor- Alchan, Cir- Ffniwr, Cor y golovn, Cor- Elvyty Hob-
y deri Danno, Hai Diwn, e, Some tpecimens of thele Choral
Songs, arecarefully difplayed from an ancient manufcript in
the original mufical notes, fuppofed to be Druidical, which
the reader will {fee a {fpecimen engraved on a bock, delineated
in the print, ortrophy of the muiical inftrumentg, further on
in page 89, of this volume.

% Triban, or the Warrior’s Song, Yriban Morganwwg, Gor-
boffedd Gwyr Harlech, Riyvelgyreh Céadien Mergon, Dowweh Pr
¥ rawydr, Erddigan troi ’r tant, Shenkin, Syr Harri Ddii. Sikbyl,
Ffarael travy ’r Fall, Torriad y Dydd, Cudyn Gewyn, Dlodau’r
Grilg, Urfuia, Tyb y Tywyfog, &c.

1 Morva Rhuddlan, T Galon Drom, Davydd Garreg awen,
Gorddinen, ﬂfa‘:fzﬁ':wﬁ Gruffydd ab Cynan., Cavynvan Brydain,
Anbawdd ymadae!, Alavynen Min, Symien ben Bys, Tr Hén Lon,
Gadacely 1ir, &c.

" Nis Galan, Ton y Ceiliog Di, Mawynen Cynwyd, Winifreda,
Yr Eos lais, Ar Fyd y Nas, Codiad yr Hedydd, Blodau’r Dyffryn,
Creigiau’r Eryriy Dijlyll y Donny Serch Hudol, Fiaravel Viengéid,

Gwilym. Hob y Dyliv, &c.

' ¢ The harp is the favorite inftrument of the fair fex, and
nothing fhould be fpared to make it beavtiful : for, it fhould be
a principal object of mankind to attach them by every means
to mufic, as it is the only amufement that may be enjoyed to
excefs, and the heart {Lill remain virtuous and uncorrupted.””
Dr. Burney’s Hiflory of Mufic, vol. 1.

“ ['hewr bufinefs thould be to pradlife merely for the amufe-
ment of thenifelves, their own family, and particular friends,
or rather for domeftic comforr, which they were by Providence
defigned to promote ; wiz. To calm the boifterous pafiion—
to relieve the anxieties and cares of lifc—to infpire ghearful-
nefc—to appeafe the nerves,when irritated with pain, ficknefs,
orlabour of mind orbody—to foothe the peevifhnefs cf in‘ancy
and old age—and to raife the mind to a feeling and love of
order. She who fhall improve the natural talents, with
which women are born, of doing all thefe things, will not have
mis {pent her time by applying a few years to mufic.”

Stillingflect’s I rincipie and Power of Harmony, p. 15 1.

* Cyhelyn, any Cadwgan, were celebrated performers on the

Harp, and compolers of Welfh Mufic, See p. 38.
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THE FIRST CHAPTER,

OF THE

THREE MEMORIALS .OF BRITAIN.

For thee I dare unlock the facred Spring,
And Arts difeles’d by ancient Sages fing !

The following curious narrative; defcribing the principal profeflion of the Bards, is extra@ed from an ancient folio manufeript
which was pointed out to me in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, by the Rev. Mr. Price ; marked KKK, and page 207,
&ce I did not think myfelf at liberty to make any alterations in this tranfcript,” further than to modernize the old
uncouth orthography, fo as to make it more intelligible to the gencrality of readers.

T HE office, or function of the Britifh or Cambrian Bards, was to keep and preferve y Tri Chiv Ynys Pry-
-dain : that is, the Three Records, or Memorials of Britain, otherwile called the Britith Antiquities ;
which confift of three parts, and are called 7ri Chiv : for the prefervation whereof, when the Bards were
graduated at their commencements, they were trebly rewarded; one reward for each Cdv, as the ancient
Bard Tudur Aled recites, and allo his reward for the fame, at his commencement, and graduation at the
royal wedding of Ewan ab Davydd ab Ithel Vychan, of Northop in Inglefield, Flintfhire, which he, in

the Cerdd Mariinad of the faid Evan ab Davydd ab Ithel Vychan, records thus :

Cyntav neuadd i’ m gréddwyd,

Vu oror ll\s <" Eryr llwyd ;

Am dri chév 'm dyrchavedd,
T'n neithior—Ilyma ’r tair rhédd.

The firft Hall, wherein I was initiated,

Was the Court of the Grey Eagle;

For by the Tri Chév, I was elevated,

In the Nuptial Fealt : behold, the three Gifts!

Which thews that he was exalted, and graduated at that wedding for his knowledge in the faid 7ri Chév,

and was rewarded with three {everal rewards.

L1
]

The firlt of the three Cév, is the hiftory of the notable aéts of the Kings, and Princes of Britain, and

Cambria.

The Second of the three Cév, is the language of the Britons, of which the Bards were to give an
acccunt of every word, and fyllable therein, when demanded of them ; in order to prelerve the ancient lan-
guage, and to prevent its intermixture with any foreign tongue, or the introdution of any foreign words
in it, to the prejudice of their own, whereby it might be corrupted or extirpated.

The Third Cév, confifted of the pedigrees, or defcents of the nobility, their divifion of lands, and

the blazoning of arms *'.

** Arms took their origin from the example of the Patri-
archs: for, holy writ intorms us, thatthe 12 Tribes of Ifracl
were diltinguifhed by fignets..  Sce Exodus, chap. 28, and chap.
39 ; Numbers, chap. 2 ; Plalm 20 5 and Daniel, chap. 6. j

Coats of Arms were in ufe among the O/d Britons from the
remotelt period; although arms were not generally diffufed
among different nations until the Holy Wars.

The Cymbri,or Britons, had their bodies and thieldsdecorated
with various colours, animals, birds, &c. which at firit de-
noted valour, atterwards the nobility of the bearer; and in
procefs of time, gave origin to armorial enfigns. See Tacitus IV,
Cafat’s Commentaries, DBook V. chap. 10; and Plutarch’s
Life of Marius. Alfo it is recorded that K. Arthur bore on
his fhield, in the battle of Coed Celyddon, the image of the Vir-
gin Mary. See Lewis's Ancient Hiff. p. 182 ;3 and pp. "y, &,
9, and 10, of this work ; alio Gewilym's Heraldry.

The Arwyddvardd, Entign-Bard, or Herald at Arms: his

The

duty was to declare the genealogy, and to blazon the arms of
nobles and princes, and to keep the record of them ; and to
alter their arms according to their dignity and deferts. Who
were with the kings and princes in all battles and aétions. As
for their garments, I think, they were fuch as the Prydyddion
had ; that is, a long apparel down to the calf of their legs, or
fomewhat lower, and awvere of divers colours. Alfo, the Song
of Vicory defcribes, that the Ancient Chiefs wore divers co-
lours. Fudges, chap. 5, ver. 30.

According to the primitive law of Dyvnwal Moelmid *, the
Ancient Britons divided this land according to this manner ;
Tri hyd y gronun haidd, or thrice the length of one barley-corn,
mak sth a moedwedd, or inch ; three mod: eddy or inches, maketh
a palv, or palm of the hand; three palv, or palms, maketh 2
troedvedd, or foot s three teet, or troedvedd, maketh a cam,
pace, or {tride ; three cam, or ftrides, to the maid, or leap
three naid, or leaps, to the grwn ; that'is the breadth of a butt

* Dyvnwal Moclmud, (or Dunwalle Melmutio,) was fupreme king of Britainand the firft monarch that confitated laws in thisifland, and the firft that wore
a crown of gold.  Fle reigned ahout 440 years before the time of Chrift.  Ponticus Ferunnius fays, thar Dywnzeal wasa very comely perfon, and had yellow hax,
curling down to his thighs,  Lewiss Ancient Hifl. of Britain, p.39: and Brampion Monach. Foiv, inszr Hifk. Angl. &oript, dntig, Colr 950, § mmmmmn
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OF THE THREE MEMORIALS OF BRITAIN. §9

The ancient Bards had a ftipend out of every plow-land in the country, for their maintenance ; and alfo
a perambulation, or a vifitation, to make once every three years, to the houfes of all the gentlemen in the
country, which was called Cy/ch Clera, being for the prefervation of the faid Tri Chév : at which perambu-
lation they colleted all the memorable things that were done and fell out in every country that concerned
their profeffion to take notice of, and wrote them down ; fo that they could not be ignorant of any memo-
rable ats, the death of any great perfon, his defcent, divifion or portion of lands, coat of arms, and children,
in any country within their diftri®*. At thefle perambulations, the Bards received three rewards, being a
fixed and certain {tipend, from every gentleman in whofe houle they were entertained ; and this reward
was called Clera.

Cerdd Voliant, is a poem of laud, or praife, cnmp!nl'ed in commendation of a gentleman, or lady, in his

or her life-time.

Cerdd Varwnad, is an elegiac poem, compofed to record the ations, and to lament the death of re-
nowned perfons.

Thole men, that are termed above by the name of gentlemen, are called Gwjr Bonbeddig* ; and there is
no man by the law entitled to the appellation of Gu'r Benbeddig, but he that is paternally defcended from the
Kings, and Princes of Britain ; for Bonbeddig is equivalent to Nobilis in Latin : and the paternal genealogy of
every gentleman muft afcend to fome royal perfonage, from whom he orignally held his land, and his arms.
A gentleman, fodefcended by father, and mother, is ftyled, or entitled by the law, Bonkeddis Cynbhwynawl,
which fignifieth a perfect nobleman by father, and by mother. This title, Bonbeddig, is the highelt that a-
man can have; and remaineth in his blood from his birth to his death ; and cannot be-conferred by any
man whatever, nor any, that hath it really, be deprived of it. All other titles may be taken from man, may
become extiné by his death, or othercafualties, but this remaineth in his blood to his pofterity, fo that he can-
not be fevered fromit. Common perfons of late years have taken upon them the title of Bonbedd, or Noble ;
but they are not really fo, though fo called by courtely, by reafon of their wealth, offices, or merit ; thefe,
however, being only perfonal, and Bonbedd being permanent. You may underftand hereby that the gentry
of the country had a fpecial intereft in the Tri Chév, or the hiftories where the aéts and deeds of their
anceftors and kinfmen, and the prelervation of the language, arms, delcents, and divifions of lands, were
recorded 3 and therefore, the ftipend paid by them to the Bards was not inftituted without good caufe ; nor
their entertainments in their perambulations allowed them without good reafon ; as all the hiftories and

of land, or tér : and mi/ of thofe tir, maketh a melltir, that is,a
thoufand tir, or a mile: and that was their meafure for length,
which has been ufed from that time to this day : and yet, and
for fuperficial meafuring, they made three Ayd gronun haidd, or
barley-corn length to the modvedd, or inch ; three modvedd, or
inches, to the palv, or hand’s-breath ; three pa/v to the troed-
wedd, or foot ; four troedvedd, or feet, to the veriau, or the fhort
yoke ; eight troedvedd, or feet, to the mai-iau, and twelve
troedvedd, or feet in the geffeiliau ; and fixteen troedvedd in the
biriau ; and a pole, or rod fo long, that is, fixteen feet long, is
the breadth of an acre of land ; and 30 poles, or rods of that
length is the length of an erw, or acre by the law ; and four
grev, or acre, maketh a tyddya, or mefluage ; and four of that
tyddyn, or mefluage, maketh a rdandir ; and four of thofe rban-
diredd maketh a gave/, or tenement, or hould ; and four gawvel
maketh a trev, or townfhip; and four frew, or townthips,
maketh a maenol, or maenor 3 and twelve maenol or maenor, and
dwy drév, or two townthips, maketh a cwmwd, or Comot ; and
two cawmewd or Comot maketh a cantren or cantred, that is, ahun-
dred towns, or townfhips : and by this reckoning, every tyddyn
containeth four eraw ; every rbandir containeth fixteen erew ;
and every gavel containethfixty-fourera. Every town or town-
fhip containeth two hundred and fifty-fix erew, or acres; thefe
eraws being fertile arable land, and neither meadow, nor paf-
ture, nor woods ; for there was nothing meafured but fertile
arable land, and all others were termed waftes. Every maenol
containeth four of thefe townfhips; and every cwmwd con-
taineth fifty of thefe townfhips ; and every cantred a hundred
of thefe townfhips, whereof it hath its name. And all the
countries and lord’s dominions were divided by cantreds, or
cantrev ; and to every one of thefe cantreds, comots, maenors,
towns, gavels, were given fome propar names. And Gwlad, or
country, was the dominion of one lord or prince, whether the
Gwlad were one cantred, or two, or three, or four, or more ;
fo that when I fay, he is gone from gwldd to gwlad, that is,
from country to country, is meant, thathe is gone from one
lord or prince’s dominion to another prince’s dominion ; as,
for example, when a man committeth an offence in Gwynedd,
or North Walesy which containeth ten sanireds, and fleeth or

goeth to Powys, which is the name of another country and
prince’s dominion, which containeth ten other cantreds, he is
gone from one country, or dominion, to another, and the law
cannot be executed upan him ; for, he is gone out of the
country. Tegingsis a country, and containcth but one can-
tred; and Dyffryn Clwyd was a couatry, and did contain but
one cantred. And when any did go from Tegings to Dyffryn
Clawyd, for to fly from the law, he went out from one country
to another : and fo every prince or lord’s dominion was
Gwldd, or country of that lord or prince ; fo that Gw/dd is
Pagus in my judgment. Sometimes a cantred doth contiin
two comots, fometimes three, or tour, or five ; as the Cantrev
of Glamorgan, or Morganwg, containeth five comsts, And after
that the Normans had won fome parts of the country, as one
lord’sdominion, they conftituted in that {fame place a Senefcal,
or Steward, and that was called in the Britifh tongue Swy-
ddog, that is, an Officer ; and the lordfhip that he was Reward
of, was called Swydd, or Office, and of thefe Swyddeu
were made fhires. And Swydd is an Office, be it great, or
(mall ; and Swyddog is an Officer alfo of all ftates, as a Sheriff
is a Swyddog, his Sheriffalty, or Office, and the thire whereof
he is Sheriff is called Swydd : fo that Swydd doth contain as
well the fhire as the office of Sheriff, as Swydd Amwyrhig
is the fhire or offize of the Steward, Senefca!, or Sheriff of
Salop, &c.
' See pp. 26, and 33, of this work.

 *The greateft and higheft degree was Brenin, or Teyrm that
is, 2 King ; and next to him was a Twy/og, or a Duke ; and
next to him was a Jarll, or an Earl; and next to him was an
Arglwydd, or a Lord ; and next to him was a Barewn, or Baron ;
and next to that is the Breiry or Uchelwr, which may be called
the Squire ; next to this is a Gwr-sdng, that is, a Yeoman ; and
next te that is an Alltud ; and next ro that a Caeth, which is a
Slave, and that is the meanelt amongf thefe nine feveral de-
grees. And thefe nine degress had three feveral tenures of
lands, as Maerdir, Uchelordir, Priodordir. There be alfo other
names and degrees which be gotten by birth, by office, and by
dignity ; but they all are contained under the nine atorefaid de-

l grees. See Leges Wallicas, p 155, and Silas Taylor, on Gavel-kind.
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53 . OF THE THREE MEMORIALS OF BRITAIN.

alts of the kings and nobility were colleted, and all the battles recorded by them, and exprefsly remem.-
bered in the Cerdd Voliant of fuch noble perfons as had performed fervices in the field, and in their Cerdd
Varwnad ; fo that there could be no perverfion of truth, in compofing hiftories from three years, to three
years. There was, befides, a fevere punifhment inflicted by the law, upon the Bards, of long imprifonment,

lofs of place, and dignity, befides great difgrace, if any of the m fhould record, for truth, any thing but the
truth, in any hiftorical treatife whatfoever.

No man defcribed, any battle but fuch as had been an eye-witnefs thereof; for, fome of the chief Bards
were marfhals of all battles : they fat in council in the field, and were the king’s, or general’s intelligencers
how the aQion went on; {o that they could not be ignorant of any circumftance, or thing, done in the field.
They did not write of battles by hearfay, nor of affairs by relation, unlefs it were fome fudden, or unex-
pe&ted fight or fkirmifh; for, in all battles of moment, they were prefent, as I fhall prove at large ia -
another place.

Our hiltories were not written by a {chool-malter, that travelled no farther for his knuwledge than a
child’s journey from his breakfaft to his leflon ; nor by any monk, that journeyed no farther than from
mafls to meat ; nor by any apprentice, that had no other education than from fhop to market; nor by any
perfon of low birth, condition, or calling ; but by Bards, nobly delcended, barons, and fellows to lords
and princes. King Arthur, and two of his knights, Sivr Tryfan, and Sir Llywarch, were Bards, as this
verle teftifies '

Arthur acfdwn a Thryftan, Arthur, with broken fhield, and Tryfan * woo’d
A Llywarch ben cyvarch cén. The mufe ; but Liywarch was the moft belov’d.

The Pen-bardd, or Bardd Teulu, was of fo high a vocation, that he {at at meals next to the pen-feulu,
(who was called princeps familie, ) and bad fuch refpect and honour done unto him, that it was the office,
of the pen-teulu, who was the fourth perfon of the’land, to prefent the Harp to him, when he performed a
fong, in the prefence of the king, at the principal feftivals of the year, Chriftmas, Ealter, and Whitfuntide.

The chief Bards were very often of the king’s council ; and, the chief Bard in the land was befides
allowed a chair in the royal palace on feflivals, when the king and his family {at in [tate. As a fymbol of
‘this, at the commencement of the Bards, for their graduation, their chiefelt title was Pencerdd ; and the
head Pencerdd had a jewel in form of a chair beftowed upon him at his creation, or graduation ;3 which he
wore {ufpended from his neck by a ribband or chain. He then was called Bardd Cadeiriawg, which is a
chaired Bard, and he fat in a chair in the king’s hall, or any where elle, by virtue of his dignity as fupreme
Bard ; which it was not lawful for any other Bard to claim, but only the Bardd Cadeiriawg, who had won
the chair upon difputation publicly before the king at commencement time, or at a royal wedding.

‘When the Bardd Cadeiriawg was dead, that formerly enjoyed the faid jewel, it was fometimes yielded to
the chief Bard of knowledge and worth by the others, without difputation, (if his fufliciency in his pro-
feflion was known to furpals all the relt ; and fo he had it pro confeflo, ) that he was the chief Bard of kno-
ledge in that dominion. But, if any Bard whatfoever challenged to difpute for it, it could not be given
him (pro conf¢ffo ;) but he difputed for it, and thereby accomplifhed the proverb, (viz. win it, and wear it;)
for, he could not wear it, unlefs he won it by a trial of fkill, or was yielded unto him by all the other Bards,
upon convi&tion of his pre-eminence, and fingular knowledge and worth, above all thereft ; for, the dignity
of a Bard amonglt the ancient Britons was very houourable. The Bards were men of high defcent, often
of the blood royal, and called their kings and princes by the title of coufins, and fellows, as Bléddyn Vardd

called Llewelyn ab lorwerth, (whom the Englith ftyle Leolinus Magnus,) Prince of Camébria, his coufin, in
thele verfes :

Collais a gerais o gar, ac /rgfwydd I have loft him I loved, my kind{man and lord;
Erglyw ein tramgwydd, trymgwyn anwar ; Pity our dire fall ; fad and violent is our complaint *
Collais chwe teyrn cedyrn cydvar, I have loft fix mighty chiefs, who were one in wrath;
Chwe Eryr cedwyr cadr cu darpar ; Six warring eagles, of irreliltible onfet.

Liewelyn @’i blant blaengar—wrodorion, For Llewelyn, and his fons, a promifing race,

A’i haelion wyrion ;—ocr cu galar ! And his generous grandfons, direful is our moan !

That was Llewelyn himlelf, and Dawid, and Gruffyth, his fons ; and Owain gbchy Llewelyn, and David
the three {ons of Gruffyth-ab Llewelyn. So did Cynddelw, the great Bard, who called Madog-ab M Lr{:dydd

3 Sir Tryflan was {o eminent a performer on the Harp, that he charmed La Bel

Dr, Hanmer's CJJruer,p 52 ; and pp. 13 and 14 of this work. ffody daughter of the king of Ircland. See
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the Prince of Powys his lord and fellow, or fellow-lord, in his poem made in commendation of the faid
Madog, viz. | | ' ‘

Cyvarchav £m rbi rad obaith I will greet my prince, hopeful in grace
Cyvarchav, cyvarchais 6 canwaith ; A hundred times have I greeted him

In provi prydu o v'iaith-eurgerdd, In eflaying poetic lore, in my language of golden fongs$
Y'm arglwydd gydymaith. ‘ To my lord, ahd companion.

And, in like manner, Ilo Gdch claims kindred with Ttbel ab Rﬁbérr,' of Coed y M ynyd&, Tegengl, in his
poem made to the faid Ithe/, wherein he writes as follows :

Hyd ar untro cloy cléd, Higheft in the terple of Fame

Er dn llwyth o Ronwy Llwyd, Is the great grey-headed Gronwy ;

Poft dievrydd, pais dryvrwyd ; A ftaunch pillar, clad in the clofe-woven coatofmail;

A'n hén-veiftr gwys yn hanvod : It is known, that we are of the fame ftock as our aged chief :
Cyd wer/og Cév diweir-falm, Often have he andIfung together withthe voice of gladnefs s
Vum ac ev yn dolev dalm, Sweet to me is the remembrance.

Thus, we find, that the ancient Bards, in the time of the kings and princes, were their kinfmen ; and in
the following age, after the princes, they were a-kin to the nobility of. the country; as Il Géch to
Ithel ab Robert, of Coedy Mynydd ; and Llewelyn Géch ab Meurig Hén to the noble family of Nannau.
Neither could any mean perfon, in the time of the Cambrian kings, prefume to ftudy the learning, or pro-
- feflion of a Bard ; but, when the princes were extin, this limiration ceafed allo, and men of inferior
birth, having good’qualities, were admitted to ftudy the fcience of the Bards, and to proceed in their
profeflion to their graduation ; but under the title and vocation of Prydyddisn, or Poets.

After the diffolution of the ancient government of Cambria, and the reduétion thereof under Edward
the Firft, that monarch, not refpe@ing the honour nor the dignity of the ancient Britifh laws, antiquities,
or rights, endeavoured to the utmoft of his power, (as did all his fucceflors, until Henry the Seventh’s
time,) to deftroy and extinguifh both them, their fame, and antiquities *.

At this time the nobility and barons of Wales received fuch old Bards, after the death of the princes, as
were then in being, into their protettion ; and encouraged them to take pupils that were fit and apt for
that profeflion, and gave them all their flipend rights, privileges and entertainments, as fully as when the
law was in force. But now, alas! the great knowledge of the Bards, their credit and worth, are alto.
gether decayed, and worn out ; fo that they are extinguifhed among(t us.

The Prydyddion, or Poets, at this time, likewile are of no eltimation, for divers reafons : neither did the
Bards continue their records, fince the law was extinguifhed by the death of the pririces, whofe ats they -
were bound to preferve ; fo that there is no hiltory written by them fince the death of Llewelyn ab Gruffyth
ab Llewelyn, the laft Prince of Cambria ; for, they had no princes of their own to fet forth their adts, and
all the worthy ats of the Wellh, fince the death of their princes, and their annexation to the crown of
England, were all aflumed by the Englifli kings, under whom they fetved as fubjefts : thus all the allions
and deeds of the Cambrians were vailed over with the Englifb title, and fhadowed by the Lngli/b bannetj
as Virgil faith

< Hos ego verficulos feci, tulit alter honores ;
€ Sic vos non vebis,”’ &c.

As for the a&s of fome of our countrymen, fince the reign of our princes, I will (God willing !) another
time, and in another place, fet them forth. And, in refpect to the language of the Britons, as that is one
of the 7ri Chov, and part of the antiquity of Britaix, I intend to write concerning the fame, [o that it may
be more eafily read, and perfetly underffood. I fhall then proceed to the hiltory of the kings of Britain,
and Cambria, as 1 have found it in fome of our ancient books ; one whereof I have fet forth, at this time,
as the foundation of a greater work hereafter, which mulft have its chief dependance on this book ; and
therefore, before I enter upon that of antiquity, .which treateth of the ats and deeds of the Kings, and
Princes of Britain, and Cambria, 1 will begin with the foundation of grammar, and treat of the letters and
charaéters with their true and perfeé found, tone and accent thereof, as they are uled in our modern

language°.
+ Sce p. 38 of this work : and Warrington’s Hifl. of Wales. | Welfs Biflorian, awho flourilbed A. D. 1560 ; or, by William
5 Hail, Bards triumphant, born in huppier days. Salifbury, Eiq. of Cue Di. Llanfannan, in Denbighihire,

6 [t feems probable, that the preceding curious account, of the three | author of a Wellh and Englyh Didionary, Grammar, and one of
Memorials of Britain, was written by Humfirey Lhoyd, the{ the tranflators of the Bible inia Welll ; be flowrifbed d. D). 1547.
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TLYSAU PENNILLIONTY:

MELYSBYNCIEU CYFEDDACH BEIRDD CYMRU :

THAT IS,

POETICAL BLOSSOMS ; or FESTIVE SONGS,
EPIGRAMMATIC STANZAS, and PASTORALS, of the WELSH-BARDS.

¢ On themes alternate now the Swaing recite ;
¢ The Mufes in alternate themes delight.”

HESE have been tranfmitted to us by oral tradition from time immemorial, and {till are the domeftic
T and coHoquial Poetry of the natives of Wales ; a people uncommonly awake to all the impreflions of
« Love, Hope, and Joy, fair Pleafure’s fmiling train ;
« Hate, Fear, and Grief, the family of Pain.” Poge.
The memorial verfes, which in the time of Cafar® were never committed to writing, and which the
Druidical Difciples employed fo many years in learning, were Penniliion, conveyed in that moft ancient

metre called Englyn Milwr.
When the Bards had brought to a very artificial fyftem their numerous and favourite metres, thole which

they rejetted * were left for the drefs of the Ruftic Mufe, the Awen of the multitude. When Wales be-
came an Englifh province, Poetry had been generally diffufed among the lower clafles of the people. . From
that period they forgot their former favourite fubjects of war and terror, and were confined to love, and
the paflions which are nearly allied to it, of pity, and of forrow ; fo thefe fort of Pennillion were naturally
retained, and admired, on account of the tender beauties contained in them.

At length, towards the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the conftitutional {yftem of the Bards became almoft

extin® in Wales*®; and the only Poetry that furvived was poured forth in unpremeditated Pennillion

around the hearths of hufbandmen, and in the cots of thepherds. 'What contributed to keep alive, under
every difcouragement of foreign oppreflion, the poetical vein of the Wellh peafantry, was their primitive
fpirit of hofpitality ™ and focial mirth; which aflembled them to drink mead, and fing, and dance, around
the harmony of the Harp, Crwth, and Pipes; and what has preferved from very diltant times many of

The word Pennill is derived from Pen, a Head : becaufe | year 1730,under the fan&ion of the late Lord Chancellor Talba.
thefe ftanzas flowed extempore from, and were treafured in | And, about 18 years ago, 1 revived this ancient cuftom of the
the Head, without being committed to paper. JPennill may congrefs of the Bards ; I gave a medal tothebelt Poet; a medal
alfo fignify a brief head, or litile g!jcﬂ. to the beft Singer with the Harp; and another for the belt col-

8 See Czfar’sCommentaries: De BelloGallico, lib.VI. c. 13. le&ion of Penmillion ; which meeting was held at Corwen, in
s¢ 7 rhai hynny sy iroddi teffuni’r Beirdd i ganu arno, naill ai Meironethybire. Since that time it has been continued annually
mewwn Englynion, Unodl union, Cywydd, neu ryw un o’r pedwar | at different towns in North Wales : wiz. at Bala, Dolgelley, St.
Mefur ar bugain, ac nid meawn Dyr?’y Carol, neu ryw wael gerddi, | Afaph, Llanrwf, and at Denbigh. Thefe meetings have fince
g rhai ni va wiw gan priv veirdd gynt gymmaint @'t cr bayll, o | been judicioufly patronized by the Guwyneddigion Society ; and’
heraydd nad oes Rbeolau perthynafol iddynt.” Statud éruifudd by fome few of the gentry of Wales. Likewife, we helda
ab Cynan ynghylch cadw kifteddvod. And fee pp. 28. & 30. | Gorfedd, {folemn-meeting, or Supreme Congrefs cf the Bards of
This proves that Pennillion were then frequently compoied | the Jfle of Britain, according to the ancient form of a Druidical
and admired. ' Afferably, for the fiuke of recovering fomething of the Druidi-
1> There have been meetings of the Bards held in different cal Mythology, and Bardic Learning. This mecting was
parts of Wales, fince the reign of Elizabeth, although perhaps, | held on Primrofe- bill, near London, Scptember 22, 1792.
not by royal proclamation. One Eiffeddvod was held at Caer- | See fome account of it in the Gentleman’s Alagasine,
marthen about the year 1460. Another Eifteddvod was held in | vol. LXIL. p. 956. See alfo pp. 38. and 46. of this work.
1570, under the aufpices of William Herbert, Earl of Pembroke. 1 ¢¢ Among this people there is no beggar to be found: the
Anether was held at Beaupré Caflle, in South Wales, in 1681, | houfes of all are open for the welcome reception of il comers.
under the authority of Sir Richard Baffet. Another was held | Munificence they efteem beyond all virtues ; and the genius of
at Mu:.ﬁ_rnffditﬁ, ia Montgomeryfbire, about the year 17003 and holpitality is fo well underftood, that the ceremcny of cifer-
an account of it was written by Jago abDewi. ~ Another meet- | ing entertainment to {trangers, and of atking it, is here un-

g was held at Zfirad Ywain, in GWrgagﬂ'ir:, about the *knuwu." Giraldus Camlreafis.
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POLRTICAL BLOSSOMS, ot PASTORAL SONNETS, and EPIGRAMS. Gs

thefe little fonnets, is their fingular merit, and the affetion with which they are remembered. Some of
theold Englith fongs, which have been a thoufand times repeated, ftill continue to pleafe ; while the
lullaby of the day is echoed for a time, and is then configned to everlafting oblivion. The metre of thefe
ftanzas are various; a {tanza containing from three, to nine verfes; and a verfe confifting of a certain number
of fyllables, from two, to eiglir. One of thefe metresis the Triban, or Triplet 3 another the Awd! Gywydd,
or Hén ganiad, The memorial Ode of the ancient ftrain ; another, what in Englifh Poetry would be called
the Anapzftic. There are feveral kinds of Penni/l metres, that may be adapted and fung to molt of the
following tunes ; and fome part of a tune being occafionally converted as a fymphony. One fet of words
is not, like an Englifh fong, confined to one air, but commonly adapted and fung to feveral.

The (kill of the Pennill-fingers in this is admirable. According to the metres of their penillion, they
ftrike into the tune in the proper place, and conduct it with wonderful exaétnefs to thefymphony, or the clofe.
While the Harp to which they fing is perhaps wandering in little variations and embellifhments, their fing-
ing is not embarraflfed, but true to the fundamental tune. This account explains the ftate of our Mufic, and
Poetry, defcribed by Giraldus, as they exilted in his time ; when the Welth were a nation of Muficians and
Poets ; when Cdr’s, or Mulical Bards, were frequerit among them ; and when their children learnt from
their infancy to fing in concert *..

In his time it was ufual for companies of young men, who knew no profeflion hut that of arms, to enter
without diftin¢tion every houfe they came to. There they enjoyed the free converfation of the young
women, joined their voices to the harmony of the Harp, and confumed the day in the moft animated
feftivity . ¢ Even at this day, fome vein of the ancient minftrel{y furvives amonglt our mountains.
Numbers of perfons of both fexes affemble and fit around the Harp, finging alternately Pennillion, or {tanzas,
of ancient or modern compofitions.”’

¢ With charming fymphony they introduce g
““ Their pleafing fong, and waken raptures high ;

¢ No voice exempt, no voice but well can join’

¢ Melodious part.”

« The young people ufually begin the night with dancing 3 and, when they are tired, affume this fpecies
of relaxation. 'They alternately fing, dance, and drink, not by hours, but by days and weeks; and mea-
fure time only by the continuatice of their mirth and pleafure. Often, like the modern Improvifatori of
ftaly, they {ing extempore verfes ; and a perfon, converfantin this art, readily produces a Pennill oppofite
to the lait that was fung.” Many have their memories ftored with feveral hundreds, perhaps thoufands, of
Pennillion®, fome of which they have always ready for anfwers to every fubject that can be propofed ; or, if
their recolletion fhould ever fail them, they have invention to compole fomething pertinent and proper for
the occafion. The fubjets afford a great deal of mirth : fome of thele are jocular, others fatirical, but moft
of them amorous, which, from the nature of the fubjelt, are beft preferved. They continue finging with-
out intermifiion, never repeating the fame {tanza, (for, that would forfeit the honour of being held firit of the
fong,) and, like nightingales, fupport the conteft through the night. The audience ufually call for the tune:
fometimes a few only fing to it, and fometimes the whole company. But, when a party of capital fingers
affemble, they rarely call for the tune ; for, it is indifferent to them what tune the Harper plays. Parilhes
are often oppofed to parifhes ; even counties contend with counties ; and every hill is vocal with the chorus*.

In thefe rural ufages, which are belt preferved in the mountainous counties of Merionydh, and Caer-

narvon ; we have a diftant pleafing glimpfe of ancient innocence, and the manners of a golden age, enjoying
themfelves with Metre, Mufic, and Mead.,

Mannau mwyn am win a médd, _ Places of joy, for Mead, and Wine,
T annau miwfig ton mafwedd ! Soft maple-found, of ftrings Divine *.

Whoever confiders the unaffeted fenfe, and unadulterated paflions conveyed in thefe fine little pieces of
antiquity—fentiments which all would hope, but few are able, to imitate —together with the fweet and
foothing air of our mufical compofitions, which are moftly in the Lydian meafure, will not wonder that

' Cambrie Deferiptio, cap. 12, and 13.  See alfo pp. 29. and | wifdom of the Ealt, &c. he {poke 3000 prover’s 3 and his

35. of this work. Songs were a 10c5.”” Firfl Book of Kings, chap. 4,

* See Lord Lyttelton’s Hiflory of Henry 11. vol, IL. p. 69. * See Penhant’s Fourney fo Snowdon.

? This cultom appears to have been very early ; for Sacred|  * The Harps and Crwth are ufually made of the Sycamore
Hillory informs us, that * Solomon’s wifdom excelled all the { tree.

R like
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like our national proverbs, they have been fo long preferved by ¢radition, that the fame (tanzas are remems
bered in all the counties of Wales, and that the natives are fo enamoured with them, as to be conftantly
chanting them whenever they meet with a Harp, or Crawth. Nor will he blame my prefumption, when,
for an effufion of tender fimplicity, I place them in competition with the affeCting tales of the Scots
Ballads, and the delicate apsicia of the Greek Epigrams.

¢ Trom words fo fweet new grace the notes receive ;

« And Mufic borrows help, the us’d to give.”

TLYSAU PENNILLTON¥

- Muwyn yw llin, a.main yw llais, Beauteous in form the Harp appears,
¥ Delyn warnais newydd ; Its mufic charms our ravifh’d ears ;
Haeddai gléd am vdd yn vwyn, Lefs varied ftrains awake the grove,
Hi ydyw llwyn llawenydd : Fill’d with the notes of fpring and love ¢
Ve ddaw’r adar yn y man, Hither the Mufes oft fhall throng,
I diwnio dan ei denydd! Infpire the theme, and {well the fong !

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂnﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂGDDGGDGDDGDDDDDDUQD

Hardd ar Verch yw llygaid c?:f, >Tis Man’s to conquer, fierce in arms,
Hardd ar Viéb yw béd yn hy’ ; Woman prevails by gentle charms ;

Hardd ar Varch yw pedrain lydan, ' Firm vigour marks the generons Steed,
Hardd ar Vilgi yw myn'd yn vuan ! And lightning wings the Grey hound’s fpeed.

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂGBDGUUDGGEDGGDDDDDDEDDUGDB

Ve ellir myn’d i lawer Hair, From wake to wake, from plain to plain,
A H'Jﬁ'rddff:'f tair The curious fwain may rove ;
O oriau, A perfeft Nymph he feeks in vain,
A charu Merch o lawer plwys To meet his conftant love:
Heb wybod pwy Frequent and fair, like faplings tall,
Sydd orau; ~ Whole bevies throng around ;
Mae'n anbawdd dewis derwen-dég, But ah! what fapling of them all,
Heb ynddi vrég, Without a flaw is found !
Tn rhywle !

GGDGUGDDDGGDDDGDGGDEGDGGGUDDDDDDDDDGODU

Y Sir Von 5 mae fuo tannau ~ In Mona's ifle, melodious notes refound,
Tn Nyffryn Clwyd mae coed avalau ; In Clwyd’s rich vale, nectareous fruits abound ;
7y Sir Fllint mae tdn i *mdwymns, Flint’s verdant tratt conceals the ufeful ore,
- A lodes lindeg i'w chovleidio ! Much for its minerals fam’d,for lovely women more.

# LEvery language has peculiar beauties. The thoughts and wordsof thefe Pennillion are fo uncommonly fimple and exprefive,
that I do not prefume to offer the annexed Englifh [tanzas as an adequate tranflation, but merely (for the fake of the Englith
reader) as 2n imperfeét {ketch, and idea of them. At the fame time, | muft not omit my grateful acknowledgments to thie Rev.
James Lambert, and the Rev. R. Williams, of Vron, for their poetical affiitance in feveral of the following Englith verfes.

Few have been fo happy in the concife ftyle of writing as my countrymant Mr. Fobn Owen, of Plis Da, 57 (S
Pwllbeli, Caernarvonjbire, the noted Eptgrammatift, and Poet Laureat to Queen Elizabeth ; who died A. D. 1622, e

buried in St. Paul’s Cathedral, London: he wrote feveral books of Latin Epigrams, which are much admired for their brevity,
and [terling wit. -

¢« How does the little Epigram delight,

« A nd charm us with its miniature of wit !

¢ While tedicus authors give the reader pain,

« Weary his thoughts, and make him toil m vain ;

«« When in lefs volumes we more pleafure find ;

¢ And what diverts, {till belt informs the ind.” Talden.,

10 Tro

e



PENNILLION, or POETICAL BLOSSOMS, PASTORALS, and EPIGRAMS. 63

1. 1.

Tro yma d'wyneb venaid vityn, Turn, lovely Gwen, be good and kind,

A gwrands ar giyn dy gariad } _ And liften to thy lover’s pray’r ;

Gwn nad ces un mib yn vyw, Full well I know, there’s none fo blind;

Na fercha liw dy lygad! But muft adore my charming fair.
2. | 2.

’R ydwyv yma wval y gweli, | Defpife me not for being poor;

Heb na chyvoeth na thylodi ; [ am not very rich, ’tis true;

Os meiddi gyda mi gyd-vydio, But if thou canft my lot endure,

Di gei ran o’'r vuchedd honno ? I fhall be rich enough in you!

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Llin y Delyn, llin y tannau, The Harp in Howel’s arms reclin’d,
Llin Cyweirgorn aur yn droiau ; Warbles refponfive to his mind ;

Tan ei vyfedd O! na v'afai, What joys would thrill this ravifh’d brealt,
Llin vy nghalon union innau! So to his manly bofom preft !

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Dy liw, dy liin, dy law, dy lygad, Thy colour, fhape, thine eye, thine hand,
Dy weén dég, a’'th yfgavn droediad ; Thy nimble ftep, and witching {mile ;
Dy lais mwyn ath barabl tawel, Sweet voice, foft [peech, my life command,
Am peryglodd am vy boedl ! And nearly did my life beguile !

00000000U0000000000000000000000000000000

Blodeu °r vlwyddyn yw ©* Anwylyd ; My love’s the bloflom of the year,
Ebrill, Mai, Mebevin, hevyd ; The fummer monthsin her appear ;
Liewyrch haul yn twynnu ar gyfgcd, The fhade enlightvens as fhe paffes,
A gwenithen, y genethod. She is the gem of charming laffes.

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Déd dy law ond wydyn coelio, If doubtful of my truth you ftand,
Dan vy mron, a gwilia "mriwo ; Place on my breaft your lovely hand ;
Ti gei glywed, os gwrandewi, Yet gently touch, nor aid the fmart,
Suin y galon wdch yn torri! That heaves my fond expiring heart !

006000000000000Q0000C000000000000000000000

Ow! vy nghalon, torr, os torri, O break at once, my heart, in twain,
Paham yr wyd yn dyval boeni ! Nor pine with flow unceafing pain :

Ac yn darved b6b °n ychydig, Nor thus with gradual woes decay,
Val id glds ar lechwedd llithrig ! As ice on mountains melts away.

a000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Er melyned gwallt ei phen, What though the ringlets of her hair,

Guwybydded Gwen May with the radiant gold compare,
Lliw'r ewyn ; The charming maid fhould know

Vod llawer gwreiddin chwerw’n ’r ardd, That many lovely flow’rs that rife,

Acarno hardd | From bitter roots, and fcent the fkies,
Viedeiiyn ! In many a garden grow !

Guwyn
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Gwyn eu bid yr adar gwylltion How happy is the wild-fow!l’s ftate !

Huwy gdnt vyn'd P van y vynnon ; To the fea, or mountains flying ;

Weithiau 'r mér, ac weithiau i'r mynydd, . True and conftant to its mate,

A dyvod adrev yn ddigerydd. Free and happy, living, dying.
6000000000000000080000000000000000000000

Blin yw caru yma ac accw, A mighty pain to love it is,

Blin b6d beb, y blinder bwnnw * And ’tis a pain, that pain to mifs ¢

Ond or blinderau, blina blinder, But, of all pains, the greateft pain,

Cir anivyr, caru yn over! It is to love, and love in vain.

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Rbhaid i gybydd gadw ei gaban, In bis lone cell the mifer ftays ;

Rhaid i ieuengétid dorri allan ; The young man walks abroad, and plays ¢
Hyd y* médd mae’n rhaid i minnau, And I, till death my paffport brings,
Ganlyn mwynion dynnion dannau. Muft found the harp’s extended ftrings.

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

1.

1.
Aelwyd ferch [ydd rbwng vy nwyvron, My heart’s the feat of fond defire ;
Tanwydd cariad ydyw'r galon ; AffeCtion fans the gentle fire;
A’r tén bwnnw byth ni ddervydd, And conftancy augments the flame,
Tra parhdo ddim o' tanwydd ! That burns eternally the fame !
2. Z»
A ffyddlondeb yw 'r meginau What wonder then, my throbbing breatt,
Sydd yn chwythu ’r tén i gynnat, _ Is with fuch inward heat poffefs’d ?
A maint y gwrés nid rhyvedd gweled, ‘Whence all the melting paffions rife,
Y diir yn berwi, dros vy llygaid! And burft in torrents from my eyes.
080000000000000000000000000000000000000
Hawdd yw d'wedyd daccw’r 'Wydﬂva To fpeak of Snowdon’s head, fublime,
Nid eir drofti ond yn ara’ ; Is far more eafy than to climb :
Hawdd i'r idch, a vo °’n ddiddolur So he that’s free from pain and care,
Beri'r clév gymmeryd cyffur. May bid the fick a {mile to wear.

]

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

T Havod Elwy *r Gog ni chan,

Ond llais y vrén From Elwy far, the Cuckoo fings,
~ Syddamla ; And funs adorn the tky ;
Pan wvo bi decca, ym mbib tir, But there the Raven flaps his wings,
Mae hi yno ’n wir And fnows eternal lie ;
T'n eira.

¥

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Weithiau yn brudd, ag weithiau yn llawen, Sometimes grave, and fometimes merry ;
Weithiau a golud, weithiau ag angen ; Sometimes rich, and fometimes needy 3
Weithiau ag aur, ac arian ddigon ; Sometimes ftor’d with gold, and filver,

Weithiau yn brin o dddr yr @von! Sometimes fcant of river water.

&



&

1.
M;i ddymunais, wil o weithiau,
Vod wy mron o wydr golau,
Val y gallai ’r Viin gae! gweled
Vod y galon mewn cacthiwed.

2.
Ni bu wverch erioed gan laned,
Ni bu verch erioed gan wynned,
Ni bu néb o verched dynion,
Nés na hon i dorri"nghalon.

POETICAL BLOSSOMS, or EPIGRAMMATIC STANZAS, AND PASTORALS. 63

g )
How oft, tranfportéd, have I faid,
Oh! that my breaft of glafs were made !
Then might fhe fee, angelic fair,
The love, her charms have kindled there ;

2.
There never was a maid fo fair,
There never was fych thape and air ;
There never was.of woman kind,
One half fo fuited to my mind.

000000000000000000000000000000000

Trwm yw’r plom, a thrwm yw'r cerrig,
Trom yw calon pob dyn unig ;

Trymma peth dan haul a lleuad,

Canu’n iach, lle byddo cariad !

Sad, and heavy finks the {tone,

On the lake’s fmooth furface thrown ; |

Man opprefl’d by forrow’s weight

Sadly finks beneath his fate ; :
But the faddeft thing to tell,

Is to love, and bid farewel !

000000000000000000000000000000000

Gwych gan gerlyn yn ei wely,

Glywed [t y troellai’n nyddu !
Gwych gan innau Duw a’drycho,
Glywed [iin y tannau'n tiwnio !

Happy the mifer e’er will be,

His wealth to fee augmenting round ;
But that is gay which pleafeth me,

‘When notes agree with voices crown’d !

000000000000000000000000000000000

Guwynt ar vir, a haul ar vynydd,

Cerrig llwydion yn lle coedydd ;

A giylanod yn lle dynion,

Och ! Duw pa vodd na thorrai’nghalon !

‘Wild o’er the main the tempelt flies,
The radiant fun deferts the fkies ;

Grey ftones the naked heath deform,
And loud and piteous howls the ftorm ;
Shrill fcreams the hungry gulls between,
And defolation blafts the fcene.

What heart fuch terrors can endure,
Save in thy aid, my God, fecure!

000000000000000000000000000000000

Mae gan amled yn y varchnad,
Groen yr Oen, a chroen y Ddavad ;
A chan amled yn y llan,

Gladdu’r Verch, a chladdu’r Vam !

As oftin the market the {kin of the Lamb
As the fkin of the Ewe is feen:
Normore common in ch urch-yards tobury the dame,

Than her daughter of blooming fifteen.

'}

000000000090000000000000000000000

Myn'd i'r ardd i dorri pwyft,
Guwrthod lavant, gwrthed lili,
Gwrthod mintys, a rbés cocbion,

A Dewis pwyfi o ddanad! poethion !

For my brealt a nofegay chufing,
Every fragrant flow’r refufing ;

I pals’d the lilies, and the rofes,
And of the nettle made my pofies * !

000000000000000000000000000000000

I.

Gwyn vy m'd, na vawn mor happus,
1nyb d, achael vy newis,
M;i ddewifwn o flaen cyvoeth,
Lendidpr d, a chariad perffaith!

.
Ve gair cyvoeth ond cynnilo,
Ve gair tir ond talu ’m dano ;
Ve gair glendid ond ymovyn ;
Ni chair mwynder, ond gan Rywun.
r

I.
From pleafure’s univerfal ftores,
Nor wealth, nor power my heart implores ;
But beauty’s fair, ingentous face,
And faithful love’s fincere embrace.

2.
Beauty, too venal, may be hir’d,
And land be purchal’d, wealth acquir’d ;
But happinefs that ne’er was bought,
Mutt in One fair-one’s arms be fonght.

* Alluding to the choice of a wife.

S Rhywun
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) | 3.
Rhbywun fydd ! a Rfywun etto ! Some Fair there is, fome chofen Fair,
Ac am Rywun’r wy’'n myvyrio ! Whofe charms, my conftant thought and care,
Panvwyv drymma’r nbs yn cyfgi, i My {leeping breaft too keenly move,
Ve.ddaw Rbhywun, ac am deffry ! And wake me from the dreams of love.
' 000000000000000000000000000000000
Os collais i vy nghariad ldn, Should I lofe my faireft love,
Mae bran i vrén For a dove there’s {till a dove
Tn rbywle ; s 4] ' Somewhere or other to be found ;
Wrth ei bédd y bo hi byw, At heart’s-eafe may fhe ever be'!
Ag’ wllys Duw | What-ever heav’n defigns for me,
I minne’ ! May fhe in peace and joy abound !
J 000000000000000000000000000000000
" Nichin Cég ddim amfer gaua’, In wintry months the Cuckoo will not fing ;
Ni chin Telyn beb ddim tannau ; Nor will the Harp refound without a ftring ;
Ni chin Calon bhawdd i¢ch’ wybod With one bright thought the bofom cannot glow,
Pan wo galar ar ei gwaelod ! Opprefs’d by grief, and overcome by woe.
000000000000000000000000000000000
Clywais ddadwrdd, clywais ddwndrio, Whifpers I ’ve heard, and harth report,
Clywais ran o'r bjd yn beio ; And half the world reprove the reft,
Erioed ni chlywais neb yn datgan, But none in all this valt refort,
Vawr o'i hynod veiau ¢i bhunan ! Who much of their own faults confeft.
000000000000000000000000000000000
Guwell na ’r gwin yw ’r Médd pir hidlaid, On Mead.
Diod Beirdd yr hén Vrutaniaid ; Ne&ar of bees, not Bacchus here behold, :
Gwin a bair ynvydrwydd cynnen, Which Britith Bards were wont to quaff of old ;-
Ond yn y Médd, mae dawn yr Awen ! The berries of the grape with furies {well,
But in the honeycomb, the Mufes dwell !
Ses alfo page 21.
000000000000000000000000000000000
Yn bén, ac yn feuang,:j yn gﬂﬂ" ac yn ﬁdf, The men will be cuurting, tho” me thﬂy dfrpirt,
T merched [y ’n giora, a minnau ar yr 6l ; Young women and old, both the foolith, and wife ,
Pam y mae ’r meibien i’m gweled mor wael, Ah, why am I doom’d 1o efcape their fond view,
A minnau gan laned a merched [y'n cael 7 When I am as fair, as the Nymphs they purfue ?
, 000000000000000000000000000000000
Mi dv oddi-yma ©r Havod Lom, * What though the journey ’s long I trow,
Er béd yn drom wy frwrnai ; Yet hence to Hawved Lom I'll go 3
Mi gdv yno ganu cainge, There chanting many a tuneful fit
Ac eifte’ ar vaingc y fimnai 3 Safe in the chimney-corner fit,
Ac ond odid dyna’r van, And, haply, on that happy fill,
Y byddav dan y borau. The morn’s return fhall find me ftill.
000000000000000000000000000000000
Rhbaid i bawb newidio byd, - The ftage of life we all muft leave,
Ve wyr pob ebud angall ; And death will yield us eafe;
Pa waeth marw o gariad piir, As well may love our breath bereave,
Na marw o ddolur arall ¢ As fome more flow difeafe.
0000000000000000000000C0000000000 |
Chwi, rai yfgavn ar eich troed, Ye, light of foot, who run for Fame,_
T ’ngrymmus oed eich blodau; With manly bloom elate ;
YVmwnéweh i ffoi, chwi *gewch glid ; Out-ftrip—you 'll gain a deathlefs name —
O diengweh rbag nid Angau. The winged fhaft of Fate.
Caniad
——— —
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Caniad y Gdég i Veirionydd *.

Er a welais dan y fer,

O lawnder, glewder gwledydd ;
O gwrw dd, a gwyr {w drin,
A gwin arvin avonydd :
Goreu biry a goreu bwyd,

A ranwyd i Ve'rionydd.

Eidion du a dynn ei did,
Ondodid i ddyn dedwydd,
Idorri ei gwys ar dir ac dr,

A braenar yn y bronnydd ;
Goreu tynn, fei gwyr y tid,
Morwynion gwlad Meirionydd.

Da ydyw'r gwaith, rhaid d’weyd y gwir,

Ar vryniau Sir Veirionydd,
Colwg cer o'r gwaela gawn ;
Mae bhi etto’n llawn llawenydd :
Pwy ddifgwyliai’ canai’'r Gag,
Mewn mownog yn y mynydd ?

Pwy fydd lin o bryd agwedd,
Ond rhyvedd mewn pentrevydd ?
Py [y mbeb hyfwiaeth dda,

n gwlwm gyd & i gilydd ?
Pawy fy'n ymyl dwyn vy ngho' 2
Morwynion bro Meirionydd.
Glén yw'r gleifiad yn y llyn,

Nid ydyw byn ddim newydd ;
Glén yw’r vronvraith yn ei th),
Dan danu i hadenydd »
Glanach yw, os d’wedai ’r gwir,
Morwynion tir Meirionydd.

Anwyl yw gan adar bid,
Eu rhyddid hyd y coedydd ;
Anwyl yw gan vaban lacth

Ei wammacth, odiacth ddedwydd,

Ob ! ni ddwedwn yn vy myw,
Mor anwyl yw Meirionydd.

Mawyn yw Telyn o vewn i,
Lle byddo Teulu dedwydd ;
Pawb a@’i bennill yn el gwr,
Heb fon am bwrs y cybydd :
Mwyn y can o ddeutu ’r tan,
Morwynion glén Meirionydd.

Er bod vy nghorph mewn buven b d,

Xn rhodio b d y gwledydd,
Y cael plefer mir a thir,
Ni chav yn wir mor llonydd ;

- Myned adre’ i mi [y ’raid :

Mae’r Enaid ym Meirionydd.

2.

6.

67
The Cuckoo’s Song to Meirionydd.

What e’er I've feen beneath the fky,

To chear the heart, and charm the eye,

The {prightly board, the [parkling glals,

While fwift and [weet, the minutes pals 3

All thefe, befide her rivers clear,

Of dear Meirionydd s plains appear.

To break the fods, and draw the chain,
The fturdy Ox will ftoutly ftrain ;
O’er furrows (tiff, and fallow dales,
His nervous vigor never fails :

Far ftronger chains to draw the heart,
Meirionydd’s matchlefs Maids impart.

Tho, dark and dreary, bleak and bare,
Meirionydd’s rugged rocks appear ;

Tho’ on her mountains nature frowns,
Contentment ev’ry valley crowns.

Who could expe&t the Cuckeo’s fong,
The mouldring mountain-heath among ?

How finely form’d in fhape, and face,
The ruddy Nymphs of rural race !
‘Where can fuch-induftry be feen,
As on the crowded village green ?
Ah ! who alone all hearts can gain ?
Meirionydd’s blooming village train.

Fair in the Dee’s delightful ftreams,
The filver-fhining Salmon feems ;
Fair, the T)ru/b’s mottled brealt,
Brooding o’er her mofly neft,

But fairer, lovelier, to my mind,
Are dear Mcirionydd’s Damlels kind,

‘Wild in the woodlands, blithe and free,
Dear to the bird is liberty ;

Dear to the Babe, to be carefl’d,

And fondled on his Nurle’s brealt
But in my heart I hold more dear,
Meirionydd’s dufky deferts drear.

How [weet the Harp’s harmonious found,
When the alternate Rbhymes go round :
‘What for the Mifer’s hoard care we,

The happy fons of Harmony?

But fofter, {weeter, every ftrain,

Sung by Meirionydd’s tuneful Train.

On fea, or fhore, where €’r I range,
Tho’ oft the buly fcene I change,
No reft Ifind ; but anxious roam,
To fpend my happieft hours at home,
Meirionydd, matchlefs Land, divine,
My very heart, and foul are thine.

-

* This Song was originally the compofition of the Jate Mr. Lewis Morris : I have now the pleafure to prefent my readers
with a new Englifhverfion of this elegant native Ballad, which contains all the alliterative beauty, charaderiftic of Wellh
Poetry ; which was verfilicd, at my particular requeft, by my late friend, the Rev. Richard Williams of Vron, in Flintfhire.

Gwna
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Gwna Havdy clymmedig,

Ac adall o goedwig ;

A thyn y glau ewig i glywed y Gég,
A newid yn ffyddion,

Gufanau’n gyfonion,

Tan dirion coed irion cadeiriog.

Now the twining arbour rear,

Now the verdant feat prepare ;

And woo thy fair and gentle love,

To hear the cuckoo in the grove :
Through the fmiling fealon range,

And with faithful lips exchange ~
Mutual kifles with the maid,

Seated in the folding fhade.

©00000000000000000000000000000000

0! Yarglwydd Dduw cyvion, pa beth J¥'n eich bryd,

A’i dringo pob cangen, o’r bén byd y brig ?
Y brigyn fydd uchel a’r codwm fydd vawr,
Ve geir eich cwmpeini, pan ddeloch i lawr !

Ye Gods ! is it poffible you fhould intend,

With courage undaunted this tree to afcend ?

The branches are lofty, the falling is fore, _
Yeour former acquaintance may fee you once more !

00000000000000000000000000000000

D’ acew Lwyn o vedw gleifion,
D’accw’r Llwyn fy’n torri *ngalon ;
Nid am y llwyn yr wy'n ochneidio,
Ond am y Verch a welais ynddo !

See where the verdant grove of birches grows,
That grove fo fatal to my heart’s repofe :

Yet not for thatI figh in fuch defpair,

But for the maid I faw (enamour’d) there.

000000000000000000000000000000000

Ond ydyw byn ryveddod,

Vod dannedd merch yn darvod ;
Ond tra bo yn ei genau chwyth,
Ni ddervydd byth md'i thavod.

A woman’s charms will pafs away,

Her eyes grow dim, her teeth decay ;
But, while fhe breathes the vital gale,
*Tis ftrange her tongue fhould never fail.

00000000000000000000000000000000

Pennill ar y Dég Gorchymmym.

Arver o bump, riv aur borth,
Ymogel y faith magl fwrth ;
A gwna’'r Dég yn %r di warth,

A dbs i Néw, dewis nerth. R. Cain.

An Epigram, on the Ten Commandments.

Ufe well five, fly from feven;
Keep well ten, and go to Heaven.

0000000000000000000000000000000000

A-mi’n rhodio’ monwent eglwys,

Lle ’r oedd amryw gyrph yn gorphwys ;
Trawn vy nbhroed wrth vedd vy ’>nwylyd,
Clywyn vy nghalon yn dymchwelyd !

Along the church-yard as I {tray’d,

Where many a mould’ring corpfe is laid ; L

My conicious heart its pain confeft,
As on my love’s green fod I preft.

0000000000000000000000000000000000

1.
Dioval ydyw'r aderyn,
Ni hau, ni véd, un gronyn;
Heb ddim goval yn y bjd, ond canu byd y vhwyddyn!

2.
Ve wwytty ei fwpper beno,

Nis gwyr ym mb’le mae ’i ginio ;

Dyna’rmédd y mae’e’n byw, a gadaw i Dduw arlwyo!

3
Ve eijtedd ar y gangen,
Ganedrych ar ei aden ;

Heb un geiniog yn ei god, yn llywio bid yn llawen ;

I.
Blythe is the bird who wings the plain,
Nor fows, nor teaps, a fingle grain;
Whofe only labour is to fing,
Through Summer, Autumn, Winter, Spring.

2.
At night his little meal he finds,
Nor heeds what fare may next betide,
The change of fealons nought he minds,
But for his wants, lets Heaven provide.
2.
Oft on the Branch he perches gay,
Oft on his painted wing looks he,
And, pennylefs, renews his lay,

Rejoicing in unbounded glee.
Kén




| CORNISH, AND WELSH SONNETS. 6g
Kién Kerniw, A Cornifh Song.

I. A
Pa le erew why moaz méz vean whég, - . Where are you going, my fair little maid,
Gen alax thég hagaz bléu melyn ? With your rofy cheeks and your golden hair ?
Mi a moaz a ha leath ha firr a whéy, I am going a milking, Sir, the faid :
A delkiow fevi gura muzi tég ! The ftrawberry-leaves make maidens fair *
2. 2. L
Ka ve moaz gan a why, méz vean whéy, Shall I go with you, my fair little maid, | '
Gen alaz thég hagaz bléu melyn ? With your rofy checks and your golden hair ?
Gen oll an collan sirr a whég, With all my heart, kind Sir, the faid, |
A delkiow fevi gura muzi tég’! ) ' The {trawberry-leaves make maidens fair.
3. B
Pa le ’r ew an Bew, mbz vean wheg, Where is the cow, my pretty little maid,
Gen alax thég hagaz bléu melyn ? With your rofy cheeks and your golden hair ?
En park an mow, ha firr a whég, ‘ In Parken-pig, kind Sir, fhe faid,
A delkiow fevi gura muzi tég ! Where ftrawberry-leaves make maidens fair .

THE inhabitants of Wales and Cornwal are the only Aborigines* of this ifland now remaining ; both of
which, as well as their fraternal tribe of Bretagne, in Fraace, all [peak the ancient Britifh language * ; dllow-
ing their dialeéts to be now greatly corrupted, owing to the length of time they have been [eparated. The
Welfb language was common toall Britain, prior to the Saxon invafion. The natives of Cornwal, and part
of Dewonfbire, began to lofe their o/d Celtic diale? in the reign of Elizabeth, and it is now almolt extin&® ;
although the people of Cornwal ftill retain many of their ancient cuftoms, and diverfions ; fuch as huuting,
hawking, archery, wreftling 4, hurling °, and finging three men’s fongs; alfo, they ufed to perform what
they call Chware-mirkl, miracle-play, or Cornith Interludes®, At Redruth, there were till very lately, the
evident remains of an amphitheatre, and another, near the church of St. Juft, vulgarly denominated a
round ; and the ufes of thofe rounds anciently were to att religious, and other interludes. There is a Cornith
play, in MS. with an Englifh tranflation, in the Harleian Library: and two other Cornifth MSS. in the
Bodleian Library, NE. B. 5. 9. which contain [everal interludes, or Ordinales. Sze p. 97. of the 2d vol.

TLYSAU PENNILLION.

Cleddweb fi pan fyddwyf farw, When death-fhall call, do thou my Love,
¥Yn yCoed o dan y Derw ; Inter me in the oaken grove ;
Yno gwelir llangc-penfelyn, A golden-headed [wain fhall p lay,
Uwch fy mben yn canu ’r Delyn. A dirge, to foothe my dormant clay !
Weithiau ’n Llundain, weithiau Ynghaer, Sometimes in London, far I rove,

Ac weithiau >n daer am dani ; | Sometimes to Chefter town repair ;
Weithiau ’n gwafgu 'r Fin mewn cel); Sometimes carels my deareft Love,

Ac weithiau ymbell oddiwrthi ; Or fondly daily with the fair :
Mi gufanwn flodeu Rbis, Her ‘lily-hand now I would kifs,

Pe bawn yn agos atti. | And call her {mile an earthly blifs * !
TYny Miry byddo ’r Mynydd, Low ye hills in Ocean lie,
Sydd yn cuddio sir Feirionydd ; That hiding Meirion tower {o high ;
Na chawn unwaith olwg arni, One diltant view, O let me take,
Cyn im calon dirion dorri ! Ere yet my longing heart f(hall break.

-

' A fimilar cuftom flill prevails in Wales: when women ‘ ¢ See Sir Thomas Parkyn’s Cornilb hug Wrefilsr 3d T Ltion.
have freckled faces, they frequently wath themfelves with | * At a village called St. Clecre, in Coinwal, there ure the
Tanfy and buttermilk to make them fair. remains of an ancient monument ditingnifh -d by the nume of
e e R e e e
b rigines o € 101l. [ - ¥. 10. AN iedorus § 7 Lurezv s vuriey o iy P T Ne- p *:*rr_ § Arcbso-
Sgcﬂh- . i lfﬂgiﬂ Britannica. Aund Pryce’s f'.’rrf.laa.’a;m Cornu Britannica.

3 See alfo the firlt page of this Book, and page 37. ¢ David Thomus.
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Tra bo Ména Mér o’i deutu, ~ 'While round old Mona roll the waves,
Tra bo ddwr yn avon Gonwy, While Arvor’s bafe the Conway laves ;
Tra bo Varl dan graig y Dibyn, While Mar! 1 remains beneath yon fteep,
Cadwav galon bir i Rywun. My conftant heart for one, V'll keep.
e e e
Mae adar gwlidd Baradwys, Through all the grove the feather’d race devote
Au tin glaer, ar y twyn glwys To Heaven the Song, and fwell the varied throat .
Au cyd-gainge, yn gwau coed-gerdd, . They bid the Mufe in unifon rejoice, 1
Hyd y coed, yn budo Cerdd. Ddd ab Gw.  And join her dulcet notes ta Nature’s voice §v
O! mor gyrnes mynwes Meinwen, Oh ! how lovely is my Love,
O ! mor vwyn yw llzoyn Meillionen ; Oh! how happy coos the Dove,
O ! mor velus yw ’r Cufanau, + Oh! how blefled are the bliffes,
Gyda Serch, a mwynion eiriau !’ Crown’d with love and mutual kiffes ! Ed. Js.
V? anwylyd oedd dy dday lygedyn, Croefo 'r Gwanwyn tawel cynnar ;
Gwn mai arian byw fydd ynddyn’ ; Croefo 'r Gig a’i llawen llavar ;
Tn dy ben y maent yn chwareu Groefo’r Tés i rodio ’r gweinydd ;
Val y [ér ar nofwaith oleu! A Gair lonn ag awr llawenydd.
e —————
Bu'n edivar vil o weithiau,
O waith fiarad gormod éiriau ; Os ei i'r coed i dorri gwialen,
Ni bu erioed mor wvath beryglon, Meddwl vid yn gall vy machgen ;
O waith fiarad llai na digon. Guweds ei chael, a myn’d i w nyddu,
- Tebyg ydyw'r Delyn dyner, - Gwel véd llawer din yn methu.
[ Verch wen a’i chnawd melufber ;
Wrth ei theimlo mewn cyvrinach, Tebyg ydyw Morwyn ferchog,
" E ddaw honno vwynach, vwynach. I Vachgen drzig yn nbj cymmydog 5
S o —————————— A vynni vwyd? na vynnav mono
Nid ces ymorol wawr am ferch, Ac etto er hynny, marw am dane !

Na chwaith am verch naturiol ;
T ’mhéb lle mae cryv a gwan,

Am arian yn ymorol ! Muwyn a mwyn, a thra mwyn yw merch,
S A mwyn iawn, lle rhoddo ei ferch ;
Pan baffio Giér ¢i ddeugain oed, Lle rho merch ei ferch yn gynta’,
Er b6d wal coed Dyna gariad byth nid cera.
Vn deilio ; |
Ve vydd fwn goriadaw’r Bédd, T
T peri i'w wédd I.
Newidio ! Gwae a garia vaich o gwrw,

:ﬁ‘
Ow v’ anwylyd, rhéd ar gais,
] wrando ar lais

T ei vol i vid yn veddw ;
Trymma baich yw bwn o'r beichiau,

7% ot Baich ydyw o bechodau ! ..
I’r llwyn bedw tecca ericed, 2. )
Dan gyfged llingoed Hwn yw mam y cam, a'r celwydd, \[
Llangar. | Mwrdwr, lledrad, oc anlladrwydd ; |
———————— ; '
| Gwna'r criv yn wan, a’r gwan yn wanndch, |
7> Arglwydd Dduw, pa beth yw byn, T el yn ffil, a'r 5l yn ffélach ! ]
Ni vedra >nd fyn Veddylio? v
Lle bo mab yn vwya ,fﬁ-’rfbi | $ A manfion houfe in Creuddyn.
Ni vyn un verch Mo bone. § Beaumaris Bay, a Poem, by Richard Liwyd, p, 12 & 35.

Robine
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Robin-gdch ddaeth at y rhiniog
A’s ddwy aden yn anwydog ;
Ac ve dd’weuda mo'r yfmala,

Mae bi’n oer, ve ddaw yn cira.

Mae llawer Aval ar vrig Pren,
A melyn donnen idds ;

- Ni thdl y mwydion dan ei groen,

Mo’r cym ’ryd poen Pw ddringo !
Huwnnw wvyad cyn diwedd Ha’
Debycca, a fiwra o furo.

e SO

Mae ’r coedydd yn glifu,
Mae ’r meillion o’'m deutu,
Mae dail y briallu,

X'n tyvu ymbob tidyn ;
A’r adar diniwed,
Y'n lleifio gan vwyned, | =
Fw clywed, ai gweled

Mewn gwiw-lwyn. E. Morris,

Mae’n y Bala viawd ar werth,
Mae °n Mawddwy berth i lechu ;
Mae 'n Liyn-Tegid ddiir a gré,
Mae ’n Llundain 6 yn pedoli :

Ag 'n Ngaftell Dinas Brdin,

Mae ffynnon lin i *molchi !

Blin yw dawnfio ar bigau dir
A blin yw ciir y galon!
Blinach ydyw colli ’r Vun
A bithau ei' bin yn wvodlon !

Dervydd aur, a dervydd arian,
Dervydd melved, dervydd fidan ;
Dervydd pob dilledyn belaeth,
Etto er hyn, ni ddervydd hiraeths

~ Rbois vy ferch ar wvlodau ’r Dyffryn,
A rhoes bithau ei Jerch ar rywun ;
Ve rhoes bwnnw ei ferch ar arall,
Pa’r un o'r tri fy’ vwyav anghall ?

Tro yma dy wyneb, gwen tro *n inion ;
Gida yr golwg, Gwen tro ’r galon :

A chyda ’r galon, Gwen tro ’r "wyllys,
I jachdu carcharor clhwyvus.

Betty bich anwyl [ydd lodes bir-lin,

Ai gwyneb gwynn gwridog, a dannedd méin mén ;
Ai dau lygad gleifion, a dwy-ael vel gwawn,
Vy nghalon a@'i carai pe gwyddwn y cawn,

7t
Ni bydd r:'n beb wrés lle bydds,

Ni bydd dir beb wlybrwydd ynddo ;

Ni bydd ’wvallen dda hsb valau ;
Na bywidl flydd heb dduwiol fFrwythau:

Yr wy ’n dy garu er yn Encth,
Er yn Vorsoyn, er yn Vammaeth ;
LEr yn Wraig ni wedra ’i beidio,
Ni wna’s lai, na’th garu etto.

A Welfh farmer had been fowing barley, and, on
his return from the field, was alked, what he had
been doing ? upon which he returned the following
{prightly witticifm :

““ Bum yn claddu hén gydymmaith,
A godedd yn vy mben i ganwaith ;
Ac yr wy’'n ammeu, er ei briddo,
Y cyvyd yn vy mhen i etto.”
e ——————————————
Och, na bawn i draw ’n y wron ;
Braich ymmraich a Gwen i bron ;
Tn cyd feinio yn gywir galon,
Bedair braich tan beduir bron.

Os collais i vy nghariad orau,
Colli i wnelo ’r coed e blodau ;
Coll'i ¢in a wnelo °r adar,
Duw a gadwo ffrwyth y ddaear.

—_— D

Mentra Meinir t)r’'d ar «'dl,
Di gei ragorol Gariad ;
Ni thynav arnad léd v dis,

Ond wyt yn detwis Dywad !

Y

Minnau glywais vid yn rhyw-vidd,
Pr Byd bwn wyth ran ymadredd ;

Ac i'r Gwragedd anghlod iddym,
Vyn'd a faith o’'r wythran rhyagddynt!

EEEEEE—————————
Pedwar pir mefur miwly

Ar bugain fydd wvreifgwydd vrig;
Doedyd y gwyddydd eu gwau,
Ni wyddyt mo'u rhinweddau,

Ni chlywai nib ag oflev b:ry
Ond pobl Aber-yddon ;

Y rhain a’u llais a geidw cu le.
I ddilyn tannau tynnion.

Tros y mir y mae vy nghalon ;
Tros y mir y mae vy’ chneidion!
Tros y mir y mae v'anwylyd,
Sy 'n vy meddwl i bsb munyd!

Lervd
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Darvi'r caru, darvu yr cerdded,
Darvu 'r Veinir gael bodlondeb ;
Darvu i minnau vwrw'r galar,

Am bib frwrnai a rois yn over.
F'__

To the Tune of Morva Rhuddlan.

Ladies glén wawr a man,
Dyma gdn gynnes ;

Cléd i Viin, bardd ei lin,
Liwdeg v'un lodes :=——
Trwyn a gén, g ei gwin,
Elen angyles ;

Llygad main, blodau ’r drain,
Talcen brenbines : -
Ni bu goes yn ein hoes,
Oi bath gan Saefnes;

Ni bu ’riced y wvath droed,

Ar belw Gwyddeles. L. Morris.
#

Moes dy law, cei law am dani ;
Moes dy gréd, cei gréd os mynni 3
Moes dy veddw! addwyn ffyddlon s

Yn lle rhain, cei gorph a chalon ?
H

V’anwylyd benna o vewn y byd,
A ddoi di gid a myvi;

Ti a gei vwynder yn dy VYW,
Os cawn gan Dduw gyd-oefs ?

T —————— e ————————
Main a chymwys val y vedwen,
Berth ei lldn wal hardd weillionen;
Tég ei gwawr val bore bavddydd,
Hon yw nbd, holl glid y gwledydd !

#

Serchog iawn yw blodau ’r meufydd,
Serchog hevyd Cén, a Chywydd :

Ond y ferch [y'n dwyn rhagoriaeth,
Yw ferchogrwydd mewn cym’dogaeth !

ﬂ
I ba beth y byddai bridd,
A throi llawenydd heibio;
Tra bwy *n ivange ac yn lon,
Rhbov hwb ir galon etto :
Hawb ir galon doed a ddel
Mae rhai na wél mo'u digon,
Ni waeth punt, na chant mewn cbd,
Os medrir béd yn wvodlon.
—————————
1. |
Dyn a garo Grwth, a Thelyn ;
Sain Cynghanedd, Cdn, ag Englyn ;
A gar y pethau mwya tirion,
. Sy'ny Néw ymblith angylions

TLYSAU PENNILLION ; or, POETICAL BLOSSOMS, AND PASTORALS.

1.

Yr iin ni charo Dén, a Chaniad,
Ni chair ynddo naws o Gariad ; _
Ve welir bwn tra bytho byw,
T gds gan ddyn, a chds gan Dduw.

—— e
Da gan odar mdn y coedydd ;
Da gad wyn weillionog ddolydd
Da gan i brydyddu 'r havddydd,
T y llwyn a béd yn llonydd!

R R —
Lawer gwaith y bu vy mwriad,
Gael Telynior immi ’n gariad ;

Gan wvelyfed fwn y tannau,

Gyd ar bwyr, a chyda ’r borau.

Gwych ydyw ’r dyffryn, a gwenith ag yd,
Muwynddil a maenol ag aml le clyd ;
Llinos ag Eos, ag adar a gin;

Ni cheir *n y mynydd ond mawnen a thén,

1.

Betty vel lili bér lan,

Dynes llawn deniau cyffurgan 3
* Loyw bearles lwys birlan,
Dirion a mwyn, danedd-miin.

3.
Geneth a bronnau gwynnion,
Angyles yngolwg y meibion
Vy-nghywely, vy-nghalon,
Veindw hardd, v'enaid yw hon.

Pan wo feren yn rhagori,

Ve vyda pawb aiolwg arni ;

Pan ddaw unwaith gwmmw! drofii,
Ni bydd mwy o sén am dani. ~~

Pan vo'r haul yn t'wynnu ’n wrefog,
T mae cweirio gwair meidionog :

Yn eich blodeu gwen lliw ’r eira,

Y mae ’n oreu i chwithe wra.

Mae nbhw ’n dwedyd byd y Sir,
A minnan ’n divyr wrando,

Nis gwyr undyn yn y wlid,
Puwy ydyw ’nghariad etto;

Ac nis gwn i’n dda vy bin,
Oes gennyv dn a'i peidio.

Cafeg winau, coefau gwynion,
Groenwen denau, garnau duon :
Garnau duon, groenwen denau,
Coefau gwynion, Cajeg winau.
Siin
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Sidn vwyn, Sian vain,

Siin gain, Siingu,

Stdn druan hynny bene ;

Sidn beraidd lais, Siin biredd lwys,
Sidn gymmawys imi ymgommio :

Tra bo uchel hediad brin

Ni’llynga i Sidn yn ango® ! R. Cain,

Sidn liwus, Sidn lawen,
Sian aurbleth-benvelen ;
Sian dyner ei thonen,

Sidn irwen yw bon

Sidn imi yn gariad,

Sian lana’n y tair-gwlad ;

Sian drwyad, Sidn doriad, Sién dirion. H. Morys.

Dy ddwy wevus Befi bir

Sydd iraidd dyner aeron,

Ac mor velvedaidd gain-wedd gi,
Vel grweunydd bl dy ddwyvron ¢
Ond yw ryvedd tig dy liw,

Mor galed yw dy galen !

Pennill, to the Tune of Ar hjd y Ngs.

Nid ai i garu vyth ond hynny,——ar hyd y nés;

- Am cydymmaith evo mywi, ar byd y nés :

Rhag i hwnnw brivio ’n falstor,

Dwyn vy miyd oddiar vy nhrenfiwr,

Dyna’r gwaith a wnacth € neithiwr,=—arbyd y nés.

Pennill, to Ar hyd y Nés.
Heén wraig ar vin y mynydd—ar byd y nés,
A chanthi Eneth loweth lonydd—ar byd y nés ;
Pwy debygech ddaeth iw charu,
Clochydd Llangwm gwedi medduwi,
Nis-gwn i ga’dd o vargen ganthi 2—Ar byd y nis.

Cdry Cybyddgiod ag Arian

A phwy [ydd na chir ei hunan ?
Myvify’n caru Merch yn anghall,
Ag yn bychanu péb peth arall,

Tn y Bala mae bi ' bydio,
A’i dwy vron vel cira ’n HNuchio ;

Dygwn vy ngorchymyn atti,
Marged vidyn ach Ivan ydi !

Siin fydd vwyn, a Sidn fydd lin,
A Sidn fydd gyviawn govleid ;
Pe cawn i Siin rf:wng braich a bron,

Mi wafgwn hon yn galed.

Yoais attoch glds cich llygad,

Trwy bir ferch, a fyddlon gariad ;
Yvweh chwithau, dwy-ael veinion,
At y mwya’ a gdr eich calon.

Nid ves i mi ond dau elyn,

Guwyn vy myd, pe byddwn rhyngddyn ;

Pan vo Meinir yn vy mreichiau,

Y gelynion vydd y gliniau ! Parch. Wm. Wyna.

Och ’r mér am véd mor erwin,

Och i'r tonnau am davly cymmin !

Och ©’r gig na ddoe i ganu,

Arvryn tég writh ben Ballawndy *.
* A place in Anglefey.

Lie bo cariad ve ganmolir,
Odid vawr yn vwy na ddylir ;
Ond lle bi ’r eiddigedd creulon,
Ve wydd beiau mwy na digon.

Telyn wen a thannau man,
A mwnws arian bydsl ;

A bair i lawer mdb drwy ferch,
Gael cwmni merch naturiol.

Awel iachus [y *n mbhen Berwyn,
Lle'i weled llawer dyffryn ;

Ac oni bae y’' Rennig ddiffaeth,
Gwelwn wlid vy ngenedigaeth.

Mae’r Gég yn bér leverydd,
A’i miwfig yn y meufydd,
A gwenu y mae ’r gweunydd,
Dan dywydd hirddydd héiv »
Ar gerdd ynghaerau gwyrddion,
Y tir gan vwyeilch taerion,
Llawenydd pynciau llawnion,
Y din byvrydlon vriv.

Gwen ei breft, a gwen ei bronnau,
Gwen pib man, ond gwrid ei gruddiau
Gleifion lygaid, doeth ymadrodd,
Glendid hon yn llwyr am lladdodd.

s T S
Hawdd-vyd i ddydd yr Awen,
Pan veddwn gynt yn vachgen ;
A chyda’r Gig yn canu ’n vwyn,
Ynghyvor llwyn yn llawen.

Englyn i Lyn Tegid, near Bala, Meirionydd.
Lynn croyw-dddor, llynn gloyw-ddir, lynn glwys,
Liynn Tegid, Llynn at agwedd gymwys ;
Llynn cann, a llé yn cynwys,
By/god pér mewn dyvnder duwys,mm— Jn. Roberts,
U Oa
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On a pack of Hounds.
Llais y ctién d'u [ion yn _feinio,
A wna i ddyffryn union ddeffro ;

Mace bagad yn teuru,
Vy méd i ’n eich caru,
A minnau sy’ wvelly

Aeth eu llév trwy °r holl bentrevydd, _ Hebammau ;
Bryniau gwylltion, bronnau gellty dd : Ni welai néb purach
Rhbéd eu miwfig °r b d y meufydd,  I'ch caru ffyddlonach,
Sain eu prefgerdd [y *n y pryfgwydd, Ddirgelach na mwynach
I ’w lhwys agwedd a’u llais bygar, Naz minnau.
Clyweh eu llév vél clych eu llavar !
Ed. Ddd. of Margam.
: 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Gldn wraich, glan ddeuvraich, gldn ddwyvron,
Glin enaid, glin anadl a chalon ;

Urddedig glén vorddwydion,

A gldn bjth pe bai glo’n y bin.

Fair Olwen has fuch wond’rous charms,
*Tis Heav’n to be within her arms $
And fhe ’s fo charitably given,

She wifhes all mankind in Heaven.

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Yr hwn y bore gwyrdd-lis vydd,
A gwawr o newydd arne ;
Ond pan y torrer ev brydnhawn,

Y7 vuan iawn mae *n gwywo.

Grafs in the morn is green and bright,
And of the frefheft call ;

But, ah ! cut down before the night,
Fades by a fudden blaft .

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

ENGLYNION, or, LYRIC SONGS, and EPIGRAMS.

Englyn I Gdfan Mereh.

Sippias védd, gwiwvedd gyvion, go vafwedd,
Gwevufau melyfion !
Duw a vwriodd diverion,

M¢él-gavod, hyd daved bon! *

* So fweet a kifs the golden Sun gives not,
To thofe frefh morning drops upon the rofe 3
Nor fhines the filver Moon one half fo bright,
Through the tranfparent befom of the deep.

An Englyn upon a Woman’s Kifs,

From lips delicious in their bloom
Rich mead I fipp’d that breath’d perfume,
And kindling rapture drew !
For Heaven hath on my Fair-one’s lip
(Which ev’n the bee might love to fip,)
Diftill’d ambrofial dew !
(or thus ;) -
Rich mead I fipp’d, my heart delighting,
From lips delicioufly inviting ;
Lips, that fuch honied fweets diftill,
I ne’er can kifs, and fip my fill |

e

®_* To give the Englifh reader a more fuﬂ; idea of the ele-
gance, fimplicity, and brevity of thefe Welfh Sonnets, I have
feleGted a few ftanzas from the Englifh poets, which poflefs
that fimilarity of ftyle and beauty, except the harmony of
C}ﬂ%ﬂﬂffﬂ or concatenated alliteration, which is peculiar to

the Wellh poetry. See alfo pages §3, §4, and67.

O thou by Nature taught,
To breathe her genuine thought,
In numbers warmly pure, and {weetly {trong :
Who firlt on mountains wild,
In fancy, lovelielt child,
Thy babe, and pleafure’s, nurs’d the powers of fong.
Colltn’s Ode to Simplicity,

By foreign hands her dying eyes were clos’d ;
By foreign hands her dying limbs compos’d;
By foreign hands her humble grave adorn’d ;
By (trangers honour’d, and by ﬁ:lngcrs mourn’d ! Pope.

O come foft {fweetelt Sleep!
Thy balmy bleflings give ;
I'or death is life with thee,

Without thee death to live. dAnonymous,

——r

I'll fing of Heroes, and of Kings,

In mighty numbers, mighty things 3

Begin, my Mufe,~but lo the ftrings,

To mfer great fong, rebellious prove,"

The ftring will found——of nought butlove.  Couley.

S b A . T e Py e

} The rofe is fragrant, but it fades in time ;

The violet fweet, but quickly paft the prime ;

White lilies hang their heads, and foon decay ;

Aund whiter fnow in minutes melts away. Dryden.

On Worldly Bleflings.

The firkt of human gifts is Health,
The next on Beauty’s pow’r attends ;
The third, poffefling well-earn’d Wealth,
The fourth is Youth, enjoy’d with Friends.

ENGLYN
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Englyn upon the celebrated Greyhound of Prince Liywelyn ab Iorwerth.

Claddwyd Cilhart 1 celvydd, ymlyniad The remains of fam’d Kilibart, fo faithful and good,
Y’mlaenau Eivionydd ; The bounds of the Cantred conceal ;

Parod ginio w gynydd. ; Whenever the doe, or the ftag he purfued,

Parai'r dydd, yr heliai Hydd ! His malter was fure of a meal.

t+ Thereis a general tradition in North Wales, that a wolf had entered the houfe of prince Llywelyn. Soonafter the prince
returned home, and going into the nurfery, he met his dog Killbart, all bloody, and wagging his tail at him ; prince Llywelyn,
on entering the room, found the cradle where his child lay overturned, and the floor ﬂgnwirig with blood ; imagining that the
greyhound had killed the child, he immediately drew his fword and ftabbed it ; then, turning up the cradle, found under it
the child alive, and the wolf dead. This fo grieved the prince, that he ere®ed a tomb over his faithful dog’s grave: where
afterwards the parifhchurch was built, and %m:s by that name, Bedd Gelbart, or the grave of Killhart, in Caernarvon/bire. From
this incident is derived a very common Welth proverb : ‘¢ ¥r avy 'n edivaru cymmaint a’r Gawr a laddedd ei Vilgi,” i. e.** 1repent
as much as the man who flew his greyhound.” Prince Llywelyn ab forewerth married Foan, a daughter of King John, by Agatha,
daughter of Robert Ferrers, earl of Derby ; and this dog was a prefent to the prince, from his father-in-liw, about the year
llﬂs. .

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Englyn i'r Gadair gich, yn Nilgelleu. An Englyn written on the Ducking Chair, at Dolgelleu.
Chwi ’r Gwragedd rbyfedd eu rhiéch, y/geler + Ye vixen dames; your neighbour’s peft,
TJgowlizveh pan fynnoch ; Unlefs your tongues in future reft,
Eich bernir a ’ch bai arnoch, Know that (with all your faults) your fate,

Gyda ’r gair, ©'r Gadair GAch. Wm. Phylip.  Is the red chair’s degrading feat.
' 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Bronvraith bér araith bererin, deilgoed Tiriondeb d’wyneb a’m denodd, da ¢hw,
A Duwiol-gerdd ddivlin ; Dy olwg a’m dalledd,
Oer woreugwaith ar wvrigin, Y galon véch, gdl iawn védd,
Cywir-ddoeth vidd cerdd o’th vin ! Dy degweb di a’i dygodd.
Lle bo cariad, bréd mewn bron, yn llechu Moes gufan i'm rhan er bwy, moes vil,
Lloches yr annerchion, Moes ddu?"l’ﬂ: moes ddeu VWY,
Vo drig lufgiad llygad llon, Moes ugein-mil, moes gan-mwy ;
Lhwybr y goel, lle bo 'r galon. Moes yma, am V’oes im vwy.
The Unfatiable Kiffer. Moes gufan am ei geifio, wen imd
Miin lén! moes gifan, moes gant ; moes ddwfin, Dan ammod eu rhivo,
Moes ddau-faith bedwarcant : - Val byn moes i'm wil beno,
Ddi-nacca moes ddau naweant, Aur grair, moes rivedi 'r grd,
Driwyth mil, dyro o’th mant? ¥ Davydd ab Gailym. G?r cheftion bynodol Hugh Morys.
Englyn i Gdfan. Clywais, nid gwag-lais, gwiwgloch, y boreu
Cyfylitiad fippiad fuwppér, Gov icfin Bereidd iawn blygein-gloch ;
Guevufau’r melyfber ; Wawch oi benglog chwiban-gloch,
Gwin _folas o gain feler, Maéb lér, mawl claear mal cldch !
Siwgrvan parch, cyfegrvin pér. b
Pﬂ’_ﬂ}g__},__ s i Un arall o gyngor.
Dy gufan bychan di bechod, digriv, Bydd vuwyn wrih vwyn o'th védd,
Val-deigryn o wirod ; Bydd anvwyn wrth anvwyn o’th anvedd g
Medrufaidd medri ofed, Un anvwyn, nid da *n unvedd,
Er miyn Duw ar vy min déd. , Na rby vwyn, ond mewn rhyw vidd.
. _ 1 A Riddle on a Bee-hive
N; fb“'u’ Jreee glév o glhwyvon, [y eer, Twyfog coronog cu rinwedd, cefbog
Lé'i fiarad a’m Wenvron 3
. Mewn cafiell yn gorwedd ;
Na gyrru ferch, na gair sén, A mil : .l
Na’m gwél un o’'m gelynion ! S A e
S i Gyda bwn i gadw bédd.

1 He firft folicits of the Fair, one fweet kifs, then a hundred and twelve : fourthlv. £
thouland cight hundred ; and laftly, twenty-four thoufand, The ﬁu:: ::;;1 E;‘l kiﬂ';’ d:;:hn nduf= Ii'r::l ﬁ;l::?d“di fifthly, one

7 ENGLY.
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ENGLYNION. CYWYDD Y CUSAN ; or Song of the KIS

The extempore Compofitions of the Poets of North By Gruffydd Hiraethog, of I?r:nbighﬂlir&, who
Wales, at thegreat Eiffeddvod, or Bardic Congrefs, flourifhed about A. D. 1522.

- : : : : This Poem is elteemed one of the mol elegant and
which was hCld " CH.EI’WYE, e Flllltﬂlll‘ﬂ, in the malfterly compofitions in the Welfh language, with refpect

year 1567, to the fkilful arrangenient of itsalliterations and the fweet-

g i . - . 0 nefs, and eafy flow of its harmonious founds. Perhaps, no
This 1s a very curious relick of that pery:d, and di PIB‘YS_ fpecimen can be feletted from the Rafia, of Joanes Secunins
the alliterative melody, and refinement, m great perfec Nicolaius ; nor from Owid, that excels this Song, oa the
tion, which is the very effence of Welfh poetry ; and now fubjed of Love.

firlt exhibited from the prefs.

Cefais, un cofus W
Mawr-gldd Eifteddfed, is dail—ac irwydd, S MRS TUR Tnoh

Cyfa is bwngc wefus bér,

I Gacrwys wich adails : Cyflegriad trwfiad traferch,

Mawr gyfa fydd mur g6f fail, {

M 4 5 o1y e . Cyflegr min, cus goreu merch.
OF ARC. Y tAe RGN B b Cael hwn fydd calon hawthad,

Ceubren frig laflen onnen lys-liw—haul Cwrets ¢ hirnych cariad ¢

Ar heol eglurliw : Cyd afael byncio deufin,

Caerau ’r hon, uwch-cwr y rhiw, Ciniaw gwell na’r can a gwin,

Caerwys eglurlwys glaerliw. Huw Llyz. Cyffro enwog, hoff rinwedd

Yn oed Duw Iefu, iawn Iér—gwiw roddiad, Cariad, mal cymmyfgiad médd :

Y graddiwyd pob Cerddor, Cain dlofwawd, cnawdliw iefin,

Pymtheg cant, prif fiyniant pot, Cawn flas facc, neu falmfey win.

A thrygain, a faith rhagor. Huw Pennant. Cym’rais win, cymmar ofai,

| - cd N Cla ’n iach o b6b clwy’ a wnai;
Gofod E.‘ﬂ"dfﬁ’dﬂ gwiicl=—dawn i, Corph iechyd fywyd heb fir,
Dan onnen frig uchel ;

Clywed ei hanadl claiar.
Gorau tréf, heb gwrt rhyfel, ywed e1 hanadl claiar

Cyflaeth min eur-frig haf-loer,

Gris Duw i Gaerwys y del. Bt Rew: Cynnes i fynwes f’ai oer;

Twr 1l§s i Gaerwys, ag erioed—o0 dwf, Cnoad manfwyn cnawd mein-ferch,
A dyfodd dros fan-goed, ' Cnewyllyn o fiwgr-win ferch.
Braifg onnen capten y coed, Cawn tinrhodd, cu iawn anrheg,
Bron © hengyff brenhin.goed. Wiliam Llyn: Caru obr toft croywber tég :

Cwmin a fiwgr-win, Os 1ach,
Cawn flis anys felyfach.

Croyw orau fédd Creirwy fin,
Cyfryw On nis cai frenin ;

Clyd ennaint, clau had annerch,

Cyfgod Eifteddfod, nid oes dig—gwiriach,

1 Gaerwys urddedig ;

Cofio ’r braint, cyfa yw ’r brig,

Cwrt ’glwyﬂfraint is cart glasfrig. Sién Phylip

Tan onnen loywlen liwlwys—naw cin Clo cauad fafn, cliccied ferch.
Mae ’n cynnal yn Nghaerwys ; Calennig loyw eurfrig loer,
Danyn’ cawn dewn i’n cynnwys, Cariad, triagl car tra-oer ;

R4dd i bawb, herwydd ei bwys.  Bedo Hafhefb. Claf flyfiad, cariad cywraint,
Cael hwn, a weryd cul haint *.
Celfyddyd rhag clwyf oddel;
Cariad enneiniad o n¢f !
Cyfeddach, nis cai fawddyn,
CAf oes hir, o cefais hyn.

Dan Onnen lafnen dyna lwys naid—beirdd,
Gyda barn penaethiaid 3

Digél Eifteddfod gaid,

Yn Nghaerwys drwy gynghoriaid. SimwntVaughan

Yn Nghaerwys cymhwys ac ammod—ydyw, Clo min yn clymmu einioes,

Ni a adwyny bennod ; Claim ar hwn, cael im’ 2’1 rhoes.

Mae dyfyn a berthyn bod, el Another MS. has thefe additional L'nzs
A ’ ' ) Sidn Tudur. ychwynad ci wych annerch

Nos da Wyddfﬂ. . EIHEﬁﬁd e Cyfodiad, gofodiad ferch: ’

Cyfur clat o’i oeraf waith,

Ein gmddau ninnau ﬂWﬂ'Waneg"'dewl Cuel aur dwbl, cariad obuith,
dammeg ; Cywraint gyweirgorn caru,

EdW}'II PEWb cu dda &5 Cweiriau fais o’r clr a fu:

Yn Tth’ﬂII‘ yna ar DﬁEg: Croywder anhepcor ydoedd,

Cofiad flas, cafod-fel oedd.
Can liw’r &d ceim loer ydoedd,

Yn dwyn braint hir, dan bren tég. Owen Gwynedd.
| Cael parch rhaid celu pwy oedd.

Ffon
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Ffons grem, lan, linon. ldth,
Ddwys, lwys-liw eurlliw ir llath ;
Bigog, wachog, vechan vich,

Tw yr ffon gron, lon, linon- loth

Englyn. i. Vilgi Melyn.
Nidyn, € melyn cymalau, gwire-twybe
Gelyn hydd brych winas ;
Nid cynt yw na gwynt yn gwai,
Nid yw'r gwynt gynt nag yntau.

Y Gig luofog liw afur==iaith gynnar
A'th ganiad mor eglur,
Boreu viwfig brau vefur ;

Gelyn ¢iddig farrug fir.
A — T e S T

Ar ol pob man, llan a lle, a chwirw,
A charu merchede’

’R 6l rhodio, treiglo péb iré,

Tég edrych tuag adre!

Goreu yn g Siroedd gowir iawn Seren,
Gynmwys vain ganol gynes vwyn geinwen ;
Gariad wen ebrwydd goren dan wybren,
Diwnus i llewyrch daionus a llawen :
El; gardd, Gwen hardd, privardd ai praw,
Hom 0 vaw! hylaw wvel Helen.

Tri pheth, a bariaeth y.byd, o’'m gwirvedd,
Am gyrrodd mewn advyd,

A annau a'i hodlau o byd,

Tevyrn, a Merched bevyd.

William Cynwal’s prognoffication upon the
colour of the new Moon.
Guwilied batwb, bob gwlid y b'ech,
T User lds, y llawr a wlych ;
- Llawer o'r gwynt yw "r Llser gich,
Lber wen ydyw 'r feren [ych !

Arwyddion ©r Tywydd, o waiih Davydd Nanmor-
Creffweh wawr o vawr i véch,
T lloer lds llawer a wlych ;

Liid a gwynt yw *r Lleuad géch,
Un wenn y [y'n anian fych.

The following Englyn is faid to have been an-ex.
tempore compofition of Davydd ab Edmwnt, at an
Ejfeddved for the chair-:
D@’r, Tdn, Awyr, Sér, Terra, a Maen,

A wnaeth mdb Maria :
Angylion Néw, plant Eva ;
Gwyllt, Gwdr, Gwrllt, Gwydd, Nés, a Dydd da!

Englyn ¢'r Eira.
Mae tiw glig byd teiau ’r glyn,
Gwe'r awyr yn gorewi’r dyffryn ;
Cnibd barrug ar gnawd Berwya,
Hulin mewn gwédd, halen gwyn.

H- Mﬂ?fu

Clywch byn telu o cbdr,
Cufanay o’'m cufenir ;

Gwen ara’ liw gwawn orer,
Gun i"w liw, ganu llawer.

Cael Telyn wine ddyn oedd iacl, a phepnill
A phemuu cyvrinach ;

A man o'r bid meinir bdch,

Wch a vidd a chyveddach.

Englyn, a Thelyn, a Thin ; a Choden
Ag y chydig Arian ;

Cwrw iachus, a Chifan,

Y Vin lwys, dyna vyw *» lin. D. G.

Englyn i Wallt Merch.
Euraid fad iawnblaid fidanbleth, wwcl ben
Gwych Baenes ireiddbleth ;
Dabys glirblaen a difgleirbleth,
Gwawr ddinam yn flam ei phléth,

To a pack of Hounds.

D. E. 1758

. Clywais vawl argais vel organ,—beraidd

Y boreu ’r eis allan;

. Pob mén lais, pibay mwynlan,
- Hyd y Coed, buaid a’i cin.=—
. Cydlais yw'r adlais erioed—yn Cweiria,

Carol pryves vein-droed ;

Llais mwyn glan-gais mewn glyn-goéd,
\ Cainc bydd cwm, cin cywydd ceed.

E. HWJ‘:
Melus-lais cu-adlais cton, =y boreu,
Sy’ beraidd ar wyndwn ;

. A Chorn [ dd yn chwyrnu fiin
._ 1'n ganiad,—awn ac unwn !

-

Sion Tudur yn gyrru cenadon at & Gariad.

- D#’r Clwyd di arfwyd diweirferchy—dy donn ;

Di ’dwaenoft béb llanerch :
Dwg arwydd, dwg fadrwydd ferch,

- Dwg Ann wen deugain annerch,
Lhwynog dau eiriog diriaid—dos ymaith,

( Da_frommi Vytheiaid)
Dwg arwydd iawn rbwydd mae 'n rhaid,
P'm gwawr Ann, a’m gwir enaid.
Y Wennol wybrol obry, béd umnwaith,
Di ’dwaengft bhéll Gymru ;
Héd at Ann, rhaid it bynny,
Mag nyth it y'mben éi thy.
Y Guwynt traws belynt tros héolyddy—bron,
A brynisu a gelitydd ;
Annerch Ann-wen, feren [ydd,
Gain eiphryd, gan ei Phrydydd,
Siin Tudur, o Wicwair yn Sewydd Fflint, *wr bonbeddig,
a’i Cdnt, 1580,
Englys i Tom, Cléch Eglwys Cri d-ycheems
Ai m}: yw ’r Gléch drag ai{}wﬁz Eﬂfﬂ?’ﬂ-‘rfﬁﬂ#

Mae’n rbywyr ymadaw ;
A digllon wyr a’u degliaw,
Cyn y nis yn canu ndw.

Y. Parch, W. Wynn.
X An Epitaph
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Aﬁ EPITJ;.PH, on Lorp HerBERT of Cherbury *;

Written by himfelf. Ob. 1648.
The monument which thou beholdeft here,

Prefent Edward, Lord Herbert to thy fight;
A man who was fo free from either hope or fear,
To have, or lofe this ordinary light,
That when to elements his body-turned were,
He knew that as thole elements would fight,
To his immortal foul fhould find above,
With his Creator, peace, joy, truth, and love !”

® He was one of the molt accomp'ifhed Noblemen of his
time ; both afcholar, a poet, a mufician, a {tate(man, anda
true knight of chivairy : he alfo wrote his own life, when
he was paft fixty ; which was afterwards publifhed from his
manufcript, by the late Lord Orford.

Craig y Deryn, near Towyn Meirionydd,

Is one of the moft beautiful and Rriking features of the rocky
mountains of Wales ; and 1s called Craig y Deryn. or the
Rock of Birds, on account of the immenfe number of cor-
mor ants, reck-pigeons, crows, hawks, and other fmaller
birds, which inhabit and breed in that rock. The late Rev.
Evan Evans has defcribed it very elegantly, as well as the
melody of its birds, in the following Englynion, about A. D.

1773 .
1. Brynnyr Aderyn ar diroedd, uchel
lachav man dan ’ Nevoedd ;
Caer * gynt yn y creigiau oedd,
I vilwyr mewn rhyveloedd.
2. Maen’ weithian yma’n nythu, min Adar
Mawyn ydynt yn canu ;
Clywir lais y claiar Id,
Yn diddan gyhydeddu.
3. Mae’r Vrin, a’r Aran, ar Oror, y graig
Y'n groyw yn eu tymmor ;
Unan’ yn y gdn in’ gér,
Peraidd yw llais pbb piiror.
4. Hedyddion mwynion uweh mynydd, feiniant
Tn gyffonaw! beunydd ;
Wi! o'r fain goelvain gelvydd,
Mewyn yw y din ym min dydd. -
5. Clywch ddeth-! firiol vefurau, mwyn ydynt
Min Adar y Creigiau ;
Eu hacanwry a’u can vrau,
Pencerdd nis gwyr eu pynciau.
6. Miwfiz [ydd ddiddig i ddyn, naturiol
Yw Cantorion Telyn ;
Melyfach, rhwyddach er byn,
Yw d’araith Graig Aderyn !

A delcription of a celebrated Oak-Tree, 180 feet
in length, which grew at Gasllwyd, near Dolgelleu; ia
Meirionethfthire.

Derwen wvelen-wen vlaenwych, Gwmpaffog
Gampufol ’w hedrych ;
Coeden rwyddwen ireiddwyeh,
Vawr rywiog-wédd, wrigeg-wych.
Brenbinbren brith-len y berth-lwydy Méfbren
Dewis-braff th roddwyd ;
Union tw’ gwych pren tég wyd,
Tri gain-llith, twt y Ganllwyd.
Pennill on the fame.
Brenbinbren y Ganllwyd,
'Oedd dirion a dorwyd,
Mewn barineth ve ’i bwriwyd,
O'r aelwyd lle ’r oedd ;
Ve dyvodd yn gddpen
(Ni vifioda un vefen)
Ar goedydd Glyn Eden,
Gléan ydoedd.

Specimens of Englynion in Latin.

Englinici, feu Rythmi, Brittanico more concatenati.
Vellem a carne vili, qua premor

Cum primis diffolvi,
Cupio a te capi

Salvator amator mi.  Edm Prifeus, Archidi, Muirion.

Pallium non dedi puelle (ut dicis,)
Non decit amare ;

Senex ego fum fane,

Tardus et rarus in ré,

Gardd lis, gardd ddulas, gwyrdd ddeiliog ; Glaforig
Eglwyfvren dra’wreiddiog ;

Guwyrdd goed enw, gardd gadwynog,

Gloyw is y glynn, glis ei glig.  Difgy b1 W. Penityn,

Englyn i faith weithred Trugaredd,
DidViyd, a Died par Dj—a Dillad,
Diwalla ’r Carchardy ;
Gwilta ’r Cliv yny gwely,
I’r Marw par gael daear dy,

Y'n Flrainc y mae gwin yn ffraeth ; yn Llundain,
Mae llawnder cynnaliaeth ; .

Tn Holand *menyn helaeth ;

7™ Nghymru, Llymru a Llaeth t. Hugh Liwyd Cynvael,

* Upon Bryny Penmaen, clofeby Llanvibangel y Pennant, in the hundred of X /fum-aner, formerly ftood Caflell Tréw Seri.

+ The origin of this Englyn is too curious to pals over. - KHugh Llawyd Cynvael was an excellent poe

T, and lived at Cynwael, in

Ardudwy, Meirionethfhire, about the year 1620. When a young man, he made a ftone-bench to put at his door ; his fifter-
in-law, (or wife’s fifter) wasthe firflt that fat on it. Melly, faid he, you have had the maidenhead of this bench, and you muft

pay me three kifles for it. The demand was fatisfied. Some time after, his wife died, whereon he went to London ; leaving
his filter-in-law, now married, and her hufband, in pofleffion of the houfe. He entered into the army of Oliver Cromavelt,
wherein he had a commiflion ; and was in the army ﬂ%m:raf Monk, at the reftoration of K. Charles Il. After having been
from home a great many years, and grown old, he returned to his native country ; and, going to his own houfe, on a fine
fummer’s evening, he faw his fifter-in-law, her hufband, and children (all grown up,) fitting on the ftone-bench, eating
flummery and Milk, (Wallice, Llymru a llacth) ; he alked them in Englifh if they would lodge him thatnight ? but none of them
knew a word of Englifh; they, however, mnjt‘:&uring what he wanted, fhewed him a bed, the beft in the houfe,and afked himto
partake of their fare ; which hedid; and, being fatisfied, he in Welfh recited the above £nglyn. What, then you are a Welfh-
man, my friend ? exclaimed his fifter-in Jaw. Yes, faid he, I am ; it is many years fince I had three kiffes from the lady who fir(t
fat on this bench ? This made him known, and all was joy. He then took out of his pocket a large purfe full of gold, and gave
it to his fift¢r-in-law; here, faid he, take this, as a reward for your hofpitality to the old Englifh franger, who is now more than

fourfcore years of age ; he requires o more for itythan a bed every pight, and flummeryand milk every day, whilft he lives.
i 1. Let
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5. Let us now praife famous men, and our fathers that begat us.
2. The Lord hath wrought great glory by them, through his great power from the beginning.
3. Such as did bear rule in their kingdoms, men renowned for their power, giving-counfel by their underftanding, and declar-
ing prophecies.
4. Leaders of the people by their counfels, and by their knowledge of learning, meet for the people, wife and eloquent ia
their inftru&ions. "
5. Such as found out mufical tunes, and recited verfes it writing.
7. All thefe were honoured in their generations, and were the glory of their times.—Ecelefiafficus, Chap, XLIV.
¢ For thee my tuneful accents will I raife,
* And treatof arts difclos’d in amcient days ;
* Once more unlock for thee the facred {pring.””

I HAVE hete fele€ted fome documents which tend farther to elucidate the occupation of the bards,
and muficians, their privileges, maxims, and adages ; which are extratted frem the old Welth laws *, from
the Ancicnt Britith Triads of the ifland of Britain, and from other manufcript Triads.

* T e Drunids an ' Bards were {uppofed to be the firlt framers of Laws in Britain. The firlt written laws are faid to
be rhofe of Dyvnwal Moelmud, king of Britain, about 440 years before Chrilt, (called the Moelmutian laws.) After thar,
the laws of Martia, queen of Britain, (or the Mercian law), which were afterwards tranflated into Saxon by king Alfred.
Then the laws of kin; Howel, about A. D. g40, which contain moft nf the former laws of Britain, and are tranflated by Dr.
Wotton, and Mofes Willizms, and called Cyvreithieu Hoawel Dda, ac Eraill ; the laws of king Howel the good, and others ; or,

Waliicae. And from thofe laws many of thefe Triads are extradted. See alfo Origines Furidiciales, by Dugdale, p, 54
And Silas Taylor, on Gravel-kind, '

'

‘Tri anbepgor Brenbin ynt : The three indifpenfibles of a King :
Ei Offeiriad wrth vendigo ei vwyd a chanu offeren :  HisChaplaintofay graceat meat,and to chant prayers:
A’i Tngnad llys wrth ddofbarth pethau pedrus : The Judge of the court to inveftigate dubious things :

A’i Deulu wrth ei anghenau.  Leges Wallicae, p. 310. And his family ready to attend his neceffities.~—
| _ The three things indifpenfible for a Gentleman,
Tri anbepgor Gwrda, (alias) Breyr : or a Baron:
Ei Delyn, 4'i Vryccan, A’i Dawlbwrdd. L. Walli p.30x. His Harp, his Cloak, and his chefs-board.——
Men who became freemen from flaves, when they
were of the three following profeffions :

A learned Scholar in languages, a Bard, and a
Smith.

Tair Celvyddyd ni ddyly mab Taeog ei dyfzu heb ~ The three Arts which the fon of a Tenant ought
gennad ei Arglwydd : | | not to follow, without the confent of his Lord.
YJgolbeicdod, a Barddoniaeth, a Govaniaeth : Canys Literature, Bardifm, and a Smith’s trade: forif a
o duddevyr Arghwydd b.d pan rodder corun 7 Yfgol. Lord fuffered it until the fcholar was polled, or until
baiyy n uyn iel y Givyn éi evail, neuVardd wrth ei the Bard compofed a Song, or until the Smith fat upa
gerdd, ni ellir eu caethiwo gwedy bynny. L. Wal. p. 307. Smithy, they could not be deprived of their freedom

afterwards, —

Tri wir Hid a Lledrith Tnys Prydain : The three men who were Magicians, and Enchan+

‘ ters of the 1le of Britain :
M -nyw mib Teirgwaedd, Eiddilig Cor, a Mdthmab Menyw, the fon of Teirgwaedd, Eiddilig the dwarf,
Mathonwy. Trioedd Ynys Prydais 31. ' and Maith, the fon of Mathonwy. ‘

Tri priv Hid Vuys Pridain . The three chief Magicians of the Ifle of Britain :
The Magician of Maith, the fon of Mathonwy, who
tanght Gwydion, the fon of D6n ; the Magician of
Uthyr Bendragon t, who taught Menyw, the fon of
Teirgwaedd ; and the third was the Magician of -
Rhuddlwm Gawr {, who taught Coll, the fon of
Collvrewi §. =

' + This was myrddin Emrys. } Gwythelin Gor, A. D. 460.

§ Bleiddyd ab Rhiin, or Bladud, the fon of Rhin, king of Britain, about anno mundi 3085, is {aid to have been a famous ma-
gician ; in fome manufcripts he is called Bk;fd{n Cloytiy (Bleddyn the magician) : Lelan 'l"ays_, his great knowledge of natural
ilofophy got him that name among the vulgar. He built Caer Badon, or Bath, and is faid to be the founder of the hot-
hs. Stow fays, Bleiddyd, or Bladud, ere€ted an univerfity at Stamford, which continued till St. ffuﬁm’:: time ; and that he
was the firlt who taught necromancy in Britain.— Brut y Brenbinoedd, by Tzﬁﬁﬂ; and Letvis’s Ancient Hfﬂf:q of Britain,p. 34.
Camden calls him Bleddyn Ddoeth; or Bleiddyn the footh-fayer; and fays, Phiny aﬂ'pres us, that this art magic was in fuch won-
derful elteem among the Britons, that even the Perfians feemed o have hence derived it from them. Piiny, Lib, 111, cap. 1.

6 Tr

Tri meib rhydd o gaeth :
Ygolbaig, Bardd, A Gév. L. Wallicae, p. 364,

Hiid Mith mab Mathonwy, a ddyfgodd i 'Wydion mab
Dén ; a Hid Uthur Pendragon, a ddyfgedd ;
Venyw,méb Teirgwaedd ; a’r trydydd, Hid Rbuddlwm
Gawr, a ddyfgodd i Coll méb Collvrewi.  Tricedd 32.
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Tri Priv Ledrithiawg Ynys Prydain :
Coll, mab Collvrewi ; Menyw, mab Tqirzwéfdd :
@ Drich, eil Cibddar. Trivedd 33.

Y Tri Sanctaidd limys ¥ nys Brydein :
Llinys o Fofeph of Arimathea;
A Liinys Cunedda Wiedig 3
A Llinys Brychan Brycheiniawg. Tricedd 42,

Drwy Loegr bu dair gwelygordd,
O Saint Cymru ’n neutu ’r Nordd,
Ac ym Mon ac uweh Conwy,

O ryw y tair e roed dwy. L. G.

Tri Thhws Cenedl, ni ddylir ew rhannu eithr ber-
wydd eu ffrwythau : Melin, Cored, a Pherlian §.
( A’r rbai bynny ni ddylir eu rhannu na’ i cychwynnu
namyn rbannu eu ffrwvythau 'r néb &’i dylyo;) Sew
achos y gelwir yn dri Thiws Cened], wrth allel o
bawb o'r genedl véd ynghyd am danynt.

§ Gewerth cyvraith y [ydd ar béb avallen o’s berllan.
L Leges Wallisae, p. 416.

Tri Anivail y [ydd cymmaint gwerth eu Troed a’i
benaid :
March, Hebog, a Milgi.
Tri Arv cyvreithiol :
Cleddyv, @ Gwayw, a Bia & deuddeg faeth. L. Wal.
Tair Gwlédd anrbydeddus Ynys Prydain :
Gwledd Cafwallon yn 6 gyrru Iwicaffar o’r Ynys bon;;
Gwlédd Emrys Wledig, ar ol Gorchvygu y Saefon ;

- A Gwiédd Arthur Vrenin, Ynghaer-Llson ar Wyfp.
Trioedd.
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ANCIENT BRITISH TRIADS, OR SENTENCES.

The three chief Enchanters of the e of Britain
Coll, the fon of Collvrewi ; Menyw, fon of Teir.
gwaedd ; and Drych, the fucceflor of Cibddar, —

The three Holy Lineages of the Ifle of Britain :
The Lineage of Jofeph of Arimathea®;

The Lineage of Cunedda Wiedig 1 ;
And the Lineage of Brychan Brycheiniawg . ———

* Arrived in Britain, A. D. 63.
+ Reigned about A. D. g50.
I Reigned about A D. 440

The three Family Beauties:
A Mill, a Wear, and an Orchard .
(Thefe things ought not to be feparated, nor re.
moved, becaule their produce is to be divided
amongf(t thofe who have an iatereft in them.) The
reafon they are called the three Family Beauties, is,
becaufe all of the tribe can participate in them.—

There is a lawful price onevery apple-tree in an axchard.

There are three Anumals whofe foot is as valuable
as their whole body :
A Horfe, a Hawk, and a Greyhound.——
The three lawful Weapons :
A Sword, a Spear, and a Bow with twelve arrows,
The three honourable Feafts of the Ifle of Britain -
The Banquet given by King Cafwallon, after repel-
ling Julius Cafar from Britain € ;
The Fealt of Aurelius Ambrofius, after he had con-
quered the Saxons ** ;
And the Feaft of King Arthur, after his conquefls .

@ Cafwallon, or Caffibelan, in a pitched battle gave Czfar a complete overthrow, in which Cxfar made a fpeedy retreat, and

embarked in his fhattered fleet about midnight tor the Centinent,leaving all his age behind him. Lacan {ays, ¢ Territa

wefitis oflendit terga Britannis ;" i. . He fought the Britons out, and then he fled. And Propertive fays, * Te manet invigus
S?amdna marte Britannus ;*’ i. e. By Roman force unconquered yet. See an account of the

Banguet in page 6, note 5. Nariian
Library No. 6067, pp. 7, 3y aud 22.  Dryeb y Priv Ocfoedd. Dio Caffiusycit a C"\P' xliii. And Semmes Britannia, p. 193.
Julius Cefar was very fond of jewels, and all forts of curious toys, which he fr

equently gave to his favourite Iadies. Pearle
were then the great mode, and there was a fithery of them in Britain; partly on which account he is faid to have vifited this

ifland. He made a ‘pr:fent of one of them to his beloved Servilia, valued at no lefs than £. §0,000. Blackwsil » Memoirs ofthe
Court of Auguflus, Vo! II1. p. 270. _

®s Emrys Wledig, or Aurelius Ambrofius, a warlike monarch over all Britain, about A.D. 487. After his conqueft of
Hengift, and other Saxon chiefs,he fummoned all the nobility and clergy of Britain to Mouat-Ambri, in Wikfhire, to celebrate
a grand fealt of Pentecolt, the {olemnity whereof he continued the three following duys.  Gildas C. 26. Tyfilio’s Hiffory of
Britifb Kings, B. 8.C. 12. Bede, L. 1. c. 16. And Lewis’s Hifl. of Brit. p. 169. . -

++ dr:ﬁnr, fon of Uthyr Pendragon, after he overcame the Saxons in 12 battles, was made chief fovereign over all Britain,
and Ireland. He took Norway, and placed Lat, or Letbus, on the throne ; he then fet fail for Gaul, to affift his nephew
Howel againft Frolld, whom he flew in fingle combat, after that fook the city of Paris. When Arthur returned to Britain, he
inﬂimteg The Order of Knights of the R Tablk ; and further, to celebrate his viories, he gave a mragnificent Pentecoft feaft ro
all the nobles of Britain, and thofe of other countries where he had conquered; which was held ax Caer-Lieon, on the rives
Uik, in Monmouthfhire, about the year §30. See more in page 37 ; and in the 2ad Volume of this Work, page 20, to 26.
Brut y Brenbinvedd. Enderbic’s Hff, of Wales, p. 195. Lewis's Hiff. of Britain, p. 156, And Mundy's Chronicl.

Tair priv Lys Arthur : The three chief palaces of King Arthur:
Caer-lleon ar Wyfg, y Nghymru ; Caerlleon, on the river Ufk, in South Wales ;
Celliwig, yn Nyvnaint, ncu y Nghernyw ; Celliwig, in Devonthire, (or Cornwal) ;

A Phenrbyn Rhionedd, yn y Gogledd, Trioedd 57,  And Penrhyn Rhionedd, in the North, ——

There are three privileged perfons who frequent
palaces: e
The genealogical Bard; the Bard of the Harp;
and the Bard of the Crwth, e

Tri Din a gyvannedda llys :
Bardd Caw, Bardd Tant, @ Bardd Criuth,

Tair
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Tair Cerdd raddol y [ydd :

Prydydd, Telynwr, a Chrythor.
Tair uuben gerdd y [ydd :

Prydu, Canu Telyn, a dywedyd Cyvarwyddyd.
Tri chyffredin byd :

Gwraig, a Chlawr-tawlbwrdd, a Thelyn.

Tri Chiv Beirdd Ynys Prydain :
Cév Clyw, cbv Cén, a chév Coelbren.
Dég tri’ Arbennig :
Dég prenau Paradwys ;
Dég tant Telyn Davydd Brophwyd ;
A Dég gair Deddv.
Tri pheth gweddus i Wr eu béd yn et Dy :
Ei Wraig yn ddiwair ;
Ei Glufteg yn ei gadair ;
Ai Delyn yn gywair.
Tri pheth y fydd ddawnus i Ddyn :
Meddwl! yn dda, a dywedyd yn ddd, a gwneuthur
yn dda.
Tri pheth a ddylai dyn yfyried :
O bd Ié y dacth 5 yn mhd le y mae ; ac i bd le yr d.

Tair bendith ni adint ddyn mewn newyn a noethni

Bendith ei Beriglor ; Bendith C'erddora lin Cerdd ;
a Bendith ei Arglwydd priodawr,

Tri pheth y ddylai pawb ddiolch am dano :
Gwahodd, Rhybydd, ac Annerch.
Tri chds beth Doethion Rhuvain : .
Milgi hwyr ; a Bardd anm:gri%.- ; a Gwraig bagr
ddrig.
Tri Chadarn Byd :
Arglwydd, a Drid, a Diddym.
Tair Sail Docthineb :
Teuenctid i ddyfgu ; Civ i gadw’r addyfg ; a Synhwy-
roedd i ddatgan y dy/g.
Tri phriv anhepgor Awen :
* Llygad yn gweled anian ; Calon yn teimlaw anian ;
a glewder & waidd gyduvyned ag anian,
T air dyledfwydd Bardd :
Iawn ganu, iawn ddyfgu, ac iawn varnu.
Tair rhagorgamp ar Gerddawr :
Cyvlawn ddynodiant ar bib peth ; eyviwyr vanegiant ;
a chyvlwys ganiadaeth.
Tri dyledogrwydd Cerddawr

A Poet, a Harpift, and a Crwthilt.

81

There are three Graduated Songfters, or Muficianss

‘There are three Primaries of Song :

To compofe Verfes, to perform on*the Harp, and
to recite Hiftory, ——

The three univerfalities of the world :

A Wife, Chefs-board, and a Harp. ——

The theee Memorials of the Bards of the Ifland of
Brirain : Memorials of Tradition, memiorials of
pong, and memorials of Letters.

The three primary Triads of Tens :
The Ten Trees of Paradife, (or Eden);
The Ten Strings of David’s Harp;
And the Ten Commandments.

Three things proper for a man to have in hishoufe :
A virtuous Wife ;

His cufhion in his Chair;
And his Harp in Tune.

Three things commendable in a man:
To think well, to fpeak well, and to a&t well. —w=

Three things a man ought to confider :
Whence he came; where he is ; and where he is
to go.
Three things that will fecure a man from hunger
and nakednefs : The blefling of his Paftor ; theblefs.
ing of a Bard linéally defcended of Songfters; and
the blefling of his Lord proprietor, ———
Three things for which every one ought to be
thankful : Invitation, Warning, and Compliment.
The three hateful things of the wife men of Rome;
A flow Greyhound ; a Bard without pleafantry :
and an ugly wicked Wife,——
The three Mighties of the world :
A Lord, avaliant Hero, and Nunennty,(urVacuum)
The three Foundations of Wifdom :
Youth to learn ; Memory to retain inftrucion ; and
Abilities to illuftrate it. —ee

The three primary requifites of Genius :
An Eye that can fee Nature; a Heart that can feel
Nature ; and boldnefs that dares follow it *, —
The three duties of a Bard :
Juft compofition, juft knowledge, and juft criticifm.
The three honours of a Mufician :
Strength of imagination ; profundity of learning ;
and purity of morals, ——
The three excellencies of a Minfkrel

Grymufder atbrylith ; cyviawnder dyfg ; a glendid Profound dilcrimination of all things ; complete il.

ei gampau,

luftration ; and luminous compofition. ——e=

_ * Poctic Triads, in 2 Differtation on Bardifm, p. Ixv. of the Preface, to the Heroic Elegies of Llywarch Hin, by Mc. W, Owen.

X - Tri
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Tri diben Cerdd :
Cwellid’r deall ; gwellav’r galon ;
a diddanu’r meddwl.
Tri pheth a bair caffiu C‘frdduwr
Cybyddiaeth, Dyvrllydrwydd, a goganu dyntion da.
Y pethau hyn & ddyly Cerddor eu gochel :
Llynna, Putteinia, a Chlerwriaeth.
Tri anbepgor gwrswrth-gerdd :
Lliw, a Throed, a Chluft.
Tair dwyfogaeth Serchog :
Digrivweh, Haelionis a Syberwyd.
Tair ymlidiad Serch :
Cowydd, Englyn, a Llatai.
Tri llavarwch Serchog :
Hiwddydd ; Cig; a Llatai.

Tri'chyvediad ferch :
Annerch, Caru, a Chufan.

Tri o wir y cyngan ferch arnynt :
Gir digriv diwladaidd ; Gwr hael dewr ;
a Gwr bonheddig tég.

]

Tri Bardd Caw y fydd :
Privivardd ; Pof-vardd ; ac Arwydd-vardd.

The three intentions of Song :
To improve the Underftanding ; to curre& the

Heart ; and to foothe the Mind, ——e—
Three things that will caufeaMufician to be hated:

Covetoufnefs, Sottithnefs, and to Slander good men,
Thefe things a Mufician ought to refrain from :
Drinking, Fornication, and Strolling.

The three indifpenfibles for an inftrumental Mu-
fician : —A Hand, a Foot, and an Ear.
The three conductors to Love :
Mirth, Liberality, and Elegance. =
The three procurers of Love:
A Poem, a Song, and a Confidant.
The Lover’s three incitements to Eloquence :
A Summer’s day ; the Cuckoo’s note ; and a Mef-
fenger with Love-gifts, ——
‘The three exciters to Love:
A Prefent, a Courtfhip, and a Kifs, s
The three perfons who fhall profper in Love:
A merry man, void of ill manners; a Gallant
liberal man ; and a Handfome man of noble birth.
There were three enfign Bards, or Bards of the
bandage :—The primitive, or chief Bard ; the lyric,
or modern Bard ; and the heraldic Bard *. ——

# The fupreme Bard, and herald Bard are extin& ; the harp Bard, and Poetic Bard are thofe that remain. See p. 33, 34

Tri rbyw gerddor y fydd :
Clerwr ; Teuliwr ; a Phrydydd.

Tri pbeth a berthyn ar Glerwr :
Goganu 3 Gwarthruddio 3 ac Ymbil.
Tri pheth a berthyn ar Deuluwr :
Haelioni 3 Digrivweh 5 a Derbyn dé beb ymbil.

Tri pheth a berthyn ar brydydd :
Clédvori, Digrivhau, a Gwrthwynebu gogangerdd
y Clerwr.

Tair priv vefur prydyddiaeth : fev,
Englyn; Cowydd; ac Awdyl.

Tair Enaid Cerdd Davawd [ydd :
Synwyr 3 Meéfur; a Chynghinedd.

Tri pbeth a berthyn ar wvefuro :
Ymddangos yn eglur ; Cadw rheol Athrawon ;
a bid yn warrant i'r Difgyblion.

Tri braint y [fydd i bennill 0 Gowydd :
Penceirddiaidd ; Ddyfgyblaidd ; ac ifelréddd, new
dinceirddiaidd.

Tri pheth fydd gymbwys i gynghorwr :

Gelvyddyd 5 Duwyn ewyllys da ; a Rbyddid ymadrodd

There are three forts of Songfters:
The provincial circuiter, or itinerant Songfter ; the
family Songfter ; and the hiftoric Poet. ——
Three things belong to the circuit Songfter:

To lampoon ; to put one to the bluth ; and to intreat,
Three things appertaining to a family Songfter :
To promote Liberality; Pleafantry and Wit; and

to receive Gifts becomingly, =——
Three things requifite for a Poet :
To celebrate, to delight, and to overcome the fatire
of the itinerant rhapfodilts.
The three principal kinds of Welfh Metres :
Unirythm, or clofe Metre ; Parallel Metre ; and the
Ode, or Lyric.—==S¢ page 30, 53 and p. 8, of the 2d Vel.
The three Effences of vocal Song :
Senfe; Metre ; Alliteration and confonancy. e~
Three things belonging to Compofition :
Clearnefs of ftyle ; adherence to the rules of the
Doctors of the Art; and to be a true ftandard for the
Difciples. ==
Therearethree gradationsin poetical Compofitions:
That of the head Bard, or Mafter : that of the
Difciple ; and that of the lowelt order, or Poetalter.
Three things proper for a Counfellor :
Learning; bearing good will; and fluency of fpeech,

Lilymmg
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Llymma ddewis bethau Gwr : nid amgen, Thele are the choice things of man:
Nai Vrenin yn gyviawn, a'i Arglwyddyn hdel ; His King juft, his Lord liberal ;
A’i Varch yn vawr, @’i Vilgi yn vuan, His Horfe attive, his Greyhound fwift,
A’i Hebog yn chwannag 3 a’i Dir yn dirion, His Hawk full of defire ; his Land fertile,
A’i Yehain yn gryvion, @'i ddevaid yn rhywiog, His Oxen ftrong, his Sheep of a good breed,
A’i Vich yn birion : a't Vawyd yn iachus, His Swine long : his Victuals healthy,
Ai Ddiod yn vain, a’i Didn yn oleu, His Drink pure, his Fire bright,
A’i Ddillad yn glidion, a’i Dy yn ddiddos, His Clothes comfortable, his Houfe dry,
A'i Wely yn efmwyth, @’i Wraig yn ddiwair ; His Bed ealy, his Wife chalte ;
A’i Vorwyn yn lanwaith, a’i Was yn ddiwyd, His Maid notable, his Servant induftrious;
AiVib yn gywir ; a@’i Gdr yn garedig, His Son faithful, his Kinfman affetionate,
A’i Gymmydog yn ddidwyll ; a’i Velin yn agos, His neighbour without guile ; his Mill near,
Ai Eglhwys ymbell 5 @i Dad y/prydawl! yn gall, His Church ata diftance ; his fpiritual Father wile,
Ai Dduw yn Drugarog. And his God merciful, o & 8

Saith Gomp a ddylai vid ar wr : TheSeven Excellencies whichamanoughtto poffefs.
Bid yn Athraw yn ei Dy ; | To be an Inftru¢tor in his Houfe ;
Bid yn Oen yn ei ¥ flavell ; To be a Lamb in his Chamber;
Bid yn Vardd ar ei Vwrdd ; | To be a Bard at his Table ;
Biéd yn Ddd yn ei Eglwys; To be Devout in his Church ;
Bid yn Ddoetb yn ei ddadl ; To be Wife in Debate ;
Bid yn Lléw yn y drin; To be a Lion in Battle;
Bid yn Varch yn ei wely. - And Manly in his Bed.

Deuddeg Gair Gwir : ' Twelve true Words :-
Llawr y Ddacar, [ydd galeta’. The terreftrial Earth, is the hardeft.
Dau efgus Gwraig, fydd barodta’. The two Excufes of a Woman, are the readieft.
Tri chin Ceiliog, fydd foreua’. The three Crowings of the Cock, are the earlieft.
Pedwar cornel y Byd, fydd bella’. The four Corners of the World, are the fartheft.
Pum’ gorcheft Crift fydd ddyfna’. The five Miracles of Chrift, are the moft profound,
Chwe Eidion-dit ufudd, [ydd ufudda’. Six docile black-Oxen, are the moft teachable.
: et Thefeven chearful Stars, (orPlanets, ) arethebrightelt,
Saith Seren firiol, fydd firiold’. The eight Parts of S peeclE , OF Diale?i’ts of the 'g‘fnrld
Wyth ddoeth Ymadrodd y byd [ydd ddeetha’s are the wifeft 1‘
Naw Pren- pér, [ydd bereiddia’. The nine prolifick Trees, are the fweeteft.
Dég Gorchymyn, [ydd eirwira’. The ten Commandments, are the trucﬂ':
Un Angel ar-ddég, [ydd lana’. The eleven Angels, are the moft beautiful.
Deuddeg Apoftal, [ydd benna.’ The twelve Apoftles, are the fupreme Miflionaries.
e St SRR R L = PO

OF THE POETS, MUSICIANS, HISTORIANS, AND HERALDS.

ACCORDING to the Welfh, the Metrical Bards were divided into three Claffes ; and the Subjets they

treated of were as follows. o
To Satirize ; , |
The Clirir, or Circuit Vocal Song- [ To Ridicule,or Taunt; | < Two Clérwyrufvallyftoodbefore

fter* ; and his Pofeflion comprehended | To Mimick,or Takeoff; | the company, one to give inrhyme, at
the following particulars : To Sue for, or Intreat; [ the other’s Extempore, toexcite mirth
To Lampoon; and laughter with their witty quibbles.”

| To Reproach.

+ ¥ Saith briv Addy[ ; neu, Saith Vreiniol Gelvyddydau : The Seven Lib:cral Scienccs.t -
Geiriaduriaeth, new Llythyreg ¢ Arcithyddiaeth, neu Arawduriaeth:| Grammar : Rhetoric: Logic : Mufic : Arithmetic : Geometry :
Darbawylicg, new Ddadlyddiaeth : Cerddoriaeth : Rbivyddiaeth ;) and Aftronomy.

] ' Dacar-vefuriaeth : Séryddiaeth.~—— _ _ ‘ . | |
Mﬂda?l?ifi'g;;:::al ::14:{ g{ﬂtt‘tt“}' touched upon, and corre&ed, in fharp and inveéive verfe, the vices of men, and of the times;

. : i ly written, but 1s compofed ex-
aen Y , Dychan, or Gogannu = 1. e, Lampooning, and Cenfure. IIF 1S not only 3 comp« .

:;I;;I::: c:llltii w:;rfd“:r:;’ul tiflficﬂl:ncfﬁ: hnfh of I':'ltmﬂl"jl' and genius, by the gymnaitic, or tnntmf:rﬁal poets of this kind. This
is alfo m?l!cd, by the common people, Canu Serthedd, a Brynti, a Mafwedd : vo ridicule reciprocallyy to fing colloquially, to

mock, and to difgrace ; vulgarly termed, to fing levities; or obfcenities. S
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8¢ OF THE METRICAL BARDS, MUSICIANS, HISTORIANS, HERALDS, &c.

The Tfu:’tfwr, Family Songfter, or Bard  To dwell with, and to folace his patron ; that is, to divert and
of Dumeﬂn;: Eloquence * ;  whofe pro-J enliven the time by mirth and pleafantry. To infufe liberality,
feffion required the following branches: ( toreceive gueils, and tofolicit,inapoliteand becoming manner.

* The province of the Domeltic Bard is wit ; he exprefles, in molt facetious verfe, thofe things in i ' *
lau ghter and _dr_:hght beyond expetation, by fome happy double entendre. ft is com monly callfd canf aﬂiﬁt};ﬂ,‘;? ?ﬂﬁ;f
ynnaw ﬂ"'ﬂﬂj girien amm'up':,_dr _j:mdd_}"ﬂ#flr yn Mgﬂﬂ faers tra gwers; that is,' Lo ﬂﬂmpﬂﬂe {on g5 © £ onire K. 5 pttn Sich :’qu{qmal
words, and to charaterize in dialogues. _Th= poets of this clafs compofed as well extempore, as in writing. They alfo fan
love fongs, or Amatory verfes, in every kind of metre, with delicacy and elégance, without giving offence ; fuch as hnng&
arguments, tales of lovers, and married folks ; and are called Cana Cerdd o gariad, nea Gordderch-gerdd ; that 1ri.~-". to fing cour
teoufly, to fing of love, or to wooe. - o & y

To Teach anight :
To Sing aright :
And to Judge properly of things.
His three [ To Satirize without ribaldry :

Excellences 4 To Commend a married woman without obfcenity *

Prydydd, a Bardd; ov HP‘?H: were And to Addrefsa Clergyman fuitable to his caHI:r}:g.
and Bard 1 ; whofe occupation ] He was to commend a pleafant difpofition of mind; to praife Libﬂralitj:*
was ‘-ﬂ‘-:rﬁf)““g: &ec. _tn which and to celebrate the Science of Mufic, and the Art of Poetry. ’
appertained the following bran- ., delight his hearers ; to oppofe the bitter Invettive of the Clerwyr ;

hes; viz. ik B Bk
CHES > and to avoid fatirizing any other perfon. To be obedient, liberal, chafte,
and to make himfelf perfe(tly beloved.
He was to avoid fteadily the feven deadly fins ; which are, Extortion,

Theft, Pride, Fornication, Gluttony, Indolence, and Envy; becaufe thefe

things deftroy the Genius, Memory, Imagination, and fame of the Bard.

® Prophetic, confifting of verfes that forctel events, or foothfaying; and by thofe who, conceiving in their
minds divine impulfes, think they forefee things that will happen, called Prophwydoliacth, or Darogan. Such

Metaohyfical, |2re the compofitions of thofe whom we call Myrddin Wyllt, Myrddin Emrys, Talicfin, chief of the Bards 3

dt.h:i.F gil:her’ Rhobin Ddis of Anglefey ; Rhys, the Bard, &c.
an ; Thaology was alfo recited in every kind of verfe, whatever relates to God, and the knowledge of things

divine. Thisis termed Canu i Dduw a'i Saint, ac o Ddaioni, ac yn erbys pechawd ; to fing of God and his
faints, in praife of good, aud deteftation of evil ; as are the Poems of Fobn Cent, Cynddelw, Teilo, T alicfin, &c.

Hiftory was recited in all kinds of verfe ; and comprized the adtions, together with the praife, or cenfure of noble perfons.
Thefe poets are vulgarly called Pos-weirdd. _

Heraldic, which defcribes the pedigrees and genealogies of noblemen and gentlemen, together with the arms and bearings
upon their drefles and ftandards ; what different actions they have th:p‘.fr:lvus performed, and the quarterings received from
others ; that the rewards of their merits, after the cuftom of the ancieats, which were heaped upon them as ornaments of
praife and glory, or on account of their own valour, or that of their anceltors, may be knc_:-wn and aﬁ:ribf.-d to their refpe&ive
owners. The poets that record this fubje&, and beltow t_heﬁ:.r:wards, are called Araydd-veirdd, or Heraldic Bards; who fhould -
be well fkilled in the gencalogies of kings, and in the hiftories of the three primitive Bards of the ifland of Britain.

Elegiac, mournful, or Songs of Lamentation, or Sorrow, in which the Welfh, at their funerals, lament the lofs of the de-

ceafed. This is commonly called Cerdd Marawnad, and Cywydd, neu Awdl Marawnad, neu Alar-gerdd. Epitaphical, is alfo placed
on the monuments of the dead, to commemorate, Oras an encomium on them ; and that is called Bedd-gerdd, or epitaph.

Ethic, and Gnomologic, in which not a few moral precepts, or laws are written by the Bards, in rhyming verfes.
Mathematical, in which many things relating to Geometry, Mufic, Arithmetic, Aftronomy, and Aftrology, are celebrated

by the Welfh Pocts, and Bards. ‘
Phyfiological, in which difcourfes are made of nature, in Welfh poetry: not a few of our countrymen have handled thefe

matters in their native tongue, which are commonly called Cerdd anianawl.
Georgicaly in which many of our poets have treated of fithing, bunting, agriculture, together with the times, and feafons

of country matters ; and of Mechanical employments.

Neither have there been wanting among the Welfh, ancir.:ht poets in the comic, tragic, buffcon, and medical, line ; many
of whofe works are ftill preferved by our countrymen in ancient manufcripts. They have alfo written innumerable works of

Welfh poetry not to be defpifed, many of which ftill remain among us.

By thefe things, it appears, ( Clerwriaeth, the calling of an Itinerant Mufician.
that there were three branches < Teuluwriaeth,thecalling of a Family Mufician, or Bard of Domeftic manners.
of Vocal Song ; which are, [ Prydyddiaeth, the calling of a Pcetical R hapfodift.

X Prydydd, a Poet ;
The three Edifying Songfters were,d Bardd, a Bard ;
Hanefydd, an Hiftorian.

Three things are the effets of an edifying fong : it cherifhes the mind ; increafes the memory and affec-
tion ; and fupprefles evil thoughts.—— )

There were three frivolous (Clerwr, the low Itinerant Minftrel :
Songfters, Pfeudo Bards, or< Barddy Blawd, the Meal Minitrel :
Minftrels : Hidawl, the Juggler, or performer of Legerdemain.

And the confequences of thefe trifling Songfters, or Minftrels were ; their fongs being vulgar, and de-
feQive of fenfe, tended to corrupt morals and increafe fin.==Tranflated from Dr. . D. Rbys’s Welfb and Latin Gram.
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Of the Various Degrees of Bards, Muficians, &c *,

‘The four
Graduated

orders of
Bards : wviz,

There were

eight orders
of Mufici-
ans : viz.

The four
[nferior or-
ders, Non-
Graduares,
or Minftrels,

Uiz

Priv-vardd ; the Primitive order, Inventive, or Chief Bard ;

Pos-vardd ; the Diplomatic, or Modern Bard :
Arwydd.vardd ; the Enfign, or Heraldic Bard. Whoever
Prydydd, neu would be a herald Bard, fhould be well verfed in the Hif-
Bardd Cow ; a° tories and Genealogies of Kings, and Princes ; and entirely
buwnw o dri |?3cquainted with the excellencies of our three Primary Bards ;
\ fuch as, Myrddyn Emrys, Myrddyn ab Morvryn,and Taliefin

rbyw; fev
Telynawr Pen Beirdd ; and in the fcience of Heraldic Bardifm, or per-
Crythawr ; fet fkill with refpet to the enfigns, arms, families, and
Datceiniad : noble deeds of the princes, and nobility of Wales.

That is,

The Poet, or
Invefted Bard ;
of which there
were 3 kinds:
viz. the Harpilt;
the Crwthift ;

and the Singer,

And of the above, he that is called Cadeirvardd, or Pencerdd, (i. e. Chaited
Bard, or Chief Bard,) is fuch as wears on his breaft the Ariandlws ; which is
in the form of a chair of gold, or filver, or a jewel of a harp, (the reward of
merit, ) as a token of diftinction of his being a graduated Teacher, or a Do&or
of Mufict; of which, fee a delineation of two of them in page 8g.

The Piper;

The Juggler ;

The Crowder that plays on the three-ftringed Crwth;
And the Tabourer.——e— .

And the fee of each of thefe four Minftrels was a penny, and they were to
perform ftanding, -

* Cambrobrytannice Cymraecave Lingue Inflitutiones, by Dr. Fohn David Rhys, pp. 146, 147, and 303.

+ Michael Drayton, in Song the IVth of his Poly-olbion, elegantly and faithfully records the various perfonages concerned in
the Eifleddvod, or Congrefs of the Bards, where they contended for the prize : .

’Monglt whom, fome Bard: there were, that in their fucred rage
Recorded the Defcents and Aéts of every age.

Some with their nimbler Joints that ftruck the warbling String ;
In fingering fome unfkill’d, but only us’d to fing

Unto the other’s Harp ; of which you both might find

Great plenty, and of both excelling in their kind,

That at the ’Steddva oft obtain’d a Vi&or’s Praife,

Had won the Silver Harp, and worn Apollo’s Bays :

Whofe verfes they deduc’d from thofe firft ﬁd:n times,

- Of fundry forts of Feet, and fundry fuits of

Imes.

In Englyn’s fome therc were, that on their Subjeét ftrain ;
Some makers that again affect the Loftier Vein,

Rehearfe their high conceits in Cowydd’s ; other-fome

In Awdls theirs exprefs, as matter haps to come ;

So varying ftill their Moods, obferving yet in all,

Their Quantities, their Refls, their Ceafures metrical :
For, to that Sacred Skill they moft themfelves apply ;
Addiéed, from their Births, fo much to Peéfy,

That, in the Mountains, thofe who fcarce have {een a Book,
Molt fkilfully will make, as though from Art they took.——

From the Drvid:, Bard:, and Owyddion, the above various Orders originated ; which again were ccrrupted, particularly
among the Englith, and branched into a variety of other profeflions ; fuch as Minftrels, Jefiers, Buffoons, Magicians, Con=

jurers, Fortune-tellers, and Witches,————

Z The



86 FRANCHISES OF THE BARDS.

The following were the Fees, or Donations, appointed by the Statute of Prince Gruffydd ab Cynan, about
A. D. 1100, to be given to all the Bards, and Muficians, according to their different degrees, by all his
- Subje&s and Vaffals who pofleffed an eftate by inheritance of Five-pounds a year, and upwards. In another
MS. I find it was regulated, that only One fhould go to a perfon whofe domain was Ten-pounds a year,

and Two to a Yeoman, who-had Twenty-pounds a year ; and, according to that proportion, to a.perfon
of a higher rank., .

Fees at each of the three Fees at common Wed- Fee for a Pedigree of a
great Fettivals ; vis, Fees at Royal * dings, Wakes, and Cplrb- Bride and PBridegroom, Fees for 2 Poem.
Chriftmas, Eafier, and Weddings. Clera, or Clera Circuits, at their Wedding,
Whiifuntide. . once in three years.
Pencerdd, neu Vardd. XL pence, and XL pence; and if LXXXI pence,and
Head Bard, Chief Bard, nr{fqme gift extraor- appointed Cyf Clér XXIV pence. — if a Teacher, he
Prefiding Bardofthediftrict; { dinary, his fee was doubled. ‘ was to have a gar-
ment, a weapon, 2
1
Primaryr Sllldtllt, ora Cilﬂ"' K.L xL c? Pﬂnﬂtp h s —— Lxxlﬂ
didate for the degree of a e Fraety era fee. PERESL:
Pencerdd :
Difgybl Difgyblaidd ; XXV pence; ano- i XL pence for his
8econdary Student, or aJ ther hfsc:n{‘ayi 26 iﬁ; ;nce, VIII it Cowydd.,
DH-ICEPIEI difiiplﬂd H pence. *
Dg‘;&ﬂc’ y/bds Graddol ; ,
ProbationaryStudent,or the { w1 . , V1 pence. AL CHOSR
loweft clafs of Graduates : {K L aence ALY proke : e
Dif H_tﬂr i3 R I;Ilu fixed falary, but
1/gy as be » OF the good will of the — ——
Under-Graduates : {VI PCIJ.CE- Vi pence. dnn&r, —_—

If he went with IT pence;butifhe —
other Bards upon a knew the pedigree
mufical peregrina- of only one of

Teuluwr ; Family Bard,
and Genealogift : ———

Cyff Clér ; the butt, or LXXX pence,and tion, he was enti- them,a penny,and
. ebjeét of ridicule, being al- — e  thebeltdoubletbut tledtoadouble fee; the bounty of the
ways chofen out of the moft one of the Bride- according to How- guells.
witty & fatiricalChief Bard; groom. els Laws.

7" Clérwyr, the Provincial, or Itinerant Bards, were to have a Penny * for every plough ; that is, for
every day’s tilling that a layman did on his farm : and, where money could not be had, they were to

recover by diftrefs of goods.

Here follows, a part of The Statute of Prince Gruffydd ab Cynan t, by the confent of the fovereign of the
kingdom, with full licence, namely, that there [hould be privileges for the profeffin of Vocal Song, and for
Inftrumental Mufic of the Harp, and of the Crwth, to enjoy Five free acres, which are called Pump erwrydd
Beirdd a Chantorion.  ( By e:w, here is not meant an acre of land, &c. but the appropriated time wherein
the Bards were to. go about their Clera, or Mufical Circuit, and is called ewr-rydd, becaufe they were at
liberty of fo doing within the limited time :) wiz. 1ft, ewr-rydd, from Chrifimas-day to the Purification of
the Virgin Mary: 2d, from Eafter day to Afcenfion-day: 3d,: from Whitfunday to Stly Creiriau, or the
Sunday of Relicks: 4th, when a gentleman built a manfion-bouje, be was to give fees to all the Bards within
his province, according to their degrees 5 but this building-fee was afterwards anaibilated by confent of the
gentry, and anather, at their annual Wake, conflituted in its place: 5th, at Weddings, or the gift of a Virgin ;
and, if /be married a fecond time, then the muficians received no fee.”’

And of the three fciences above-mentioned, namely, Vocal Song, Harp Mufic, and Crwth Mufic, there
are three degrees in each ; that is to fay, Graduated, or higheft order ; the Dikipline ; and the lowelft, or

Inferior Minftrelly,~—

& Tt will be neceflary to obferve,that the comparative value | gue Inflitutiones, a very rare book, written by Dr. Fobn Davydd
of a penny, in the year 11cc, was equivalent to 10 pence now. | Rhys, of Llanvaethlu, in Anglefey, printed in 1592, and page
It was incumbent on every teacher to have a copy of | 295. Hetcok his Doétor’s degree at Sienna, but was educated

this regulation, containing the Laws of the Bards, to fhew |at Oxford. He returned to his own country, where he prac-
to his difciples, when they came to receive his inftru@ion in | tifed with great fuccefs. At the rerqlu-:ﬁ of Sir Edward Strad-
Lent, &c. Prince Gruffyad ab Cynan, the Jaw.giver and re- |/ing, of S§¢. Donat’s, he compofed his book. _I-Ie tells us, he
formner of the abufes of the Bards, died A. D. 1137, (accord- | wrote the firlt part at Mr. Morgan Maredydd’s, in Radnorfbire ;
ing to € aradoc of Llancervan’s Ififiory of Wales.) atier he had | the reft at a place of his own in Brecknocklbire, as he fays, at
reigned above fifty years.— 1 he above eatradls of the Statute | the age of feventy, and under tb;e fhade of a hawthorn grove.
of Prince Gruffydd ab Conan aretranflatedfrom a parchment roll | Pide his Preface, and Pennant’s Tour in “’ul?a.—ﬂc e further
1 the Afhmoiean Mufetm. Oxford 3 from a manufcript in |particulars of the rememuc of the Bards, in the priceding

n.y colledion ; and from Camérobrytannice Cymraecave Lin. | page 27, &c. -~
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OF THE WORKS OF SOME OF THE ANCIENT BRITISH AUTHORS. 8y

The following curious and concife memorandums of feveral of the Bards, and of what they have written,
were tranfcribed from a manufcript at Mr. Evan *Bowen of Pen yr Allt, in the parifh of Llanidloes, Mont-
gomeryfhire, and now firft tranflated into Englith. The original appears to have been written by the cele-

brated Herald Bard, Rb;s Cain, about A. D. 1570.

¢ Richard Brocleton, one of the council for the Marches of
Wales, wrote the Hiftory of all Britain ; fearching the records
in the Tower of London for what was loft amongft the Bards.

George Owen Harry, Liord of Kemeys, in Pembrokethire, (or
Montgomeryfhire,) wrote a Hiltory of Britain. Fl ab. 1604.

j’mﬁr Lewis, efq. barrifler at law, wrote the Hiltory of Great
Britain, from the firft inhabitants thereof, till the death of Cad-
awalader ; and of the kings of Scotland to Eugeneu, or Owen,
&c. which work was printed in a folio volume in A.D. 1529.

Jeuan Liwyd, ab Davydd, ab Sion, efq. wrote of all Britain.

Thomas Fones, of Tregaron, wrote of Great Britain.

. Fohn Mills, of 'T'ré ’r Delyn, gent. wrote the Hiftery of all
ritain.

Thomas ab Llywelyn, ab Ithel, of B6d-Vary, Denbighthire,
wrote the Hiftory of all Britain.

obny ab William ab ‘fobn, gent. of the fame county, wrote
the Hiftory of Britain,
Of the county of Glamorgan :

Sir Edward Manfel, knight, wrote the Hiftory of the Ifland
of Britain, and other countries.

Sir Edward Stradling, knight, wrote the Hiftory of Great
Britain, &c, about 1560 ; and 1 received from it much infor-
mation.

Rbys Ambeuryg, of Cottrel, gent. wrote concerning all Bri-
tain ; his book is one of the fairelt and moft intelligent works
in Wales ;3 and he communicated much to me.

Anthony Powel, of Tir Iarll, gent. wrote of all Britain, and
other places ; he was a learned Poet, and a Chief Burd.
Hﬁwr! Swrdawal, Malter of Arts, and a chief of Song, wrote

obn Wyn, ab Griffri, of Montgomeryfhire, gent. wrote the
Hiltory of allWales ; and his books are, as far as they go, good
authorities to all Wales; 1 have fome of them that may be feen.
Robin lachwr, or the Genealogift, of North Wales, about
A. D. 1610, wrote of the Three %’rincipu!itics of Wales; he
was a good recitative Poet, good vocal Songfter, and well
verfed in Antient Poetry
Morys ab Bacyn, ab Rbys Trevor, of Bettws, in Cydewain,
gent. wrote a Hiftory of all Wales ; his books are in my pof

ieflion, to be feen at this day.”
Rbys Cain. Cetera defilerantur.,

There are feveral Welth manufcripts of Bonedd y Saint, ac
Achaw’r Saint Ynys Prydain, or the noble defcent and genealogies
of the Saints of the Britith Ifle, who were the original founders
of Churches, and religious houfes in Britain, which fill go by
their names. There is alfo a2 Latin manufcript of the Liver of
the Welfh Saints, in the Cofron Library, marked Pefpatian, A.
XIV which is faid to be written by Rythmarch, archbifhop of
St. David’s, the fon of bifhop Sulien, about the year 109o. He
was a man of the greateft piety, wifdom, and learning, that
had flourifhed a long time in Wales, excepting his father,
under whofe tutelage he was educated ———

Y Greal, which implies a Mifcellany, or a Colle&ion. St.
Gregory, and others, call it Sain Greal, or St. Gréal. This
Holy Colle@ion of Legends, was an ancient Book of divers Anec=
Jotes, or Stories, written in Welth ; which I have formerly
‘een, (fays my author Lewis Morris,) at Hengewrt Library, in
Meirionethbire, very fairly written on vellum, containing 560
the Hiltory of the Three Principalities of Wales, from Adam, | pages in 4to. And there is another copy of the fame book in
to the firll king, in a fair Latin volume ; and from Adam to | Sir Roger Moltyn’s Library. = Pincentius, in his Specul. Hiff.
the time of king Edward the L.: alfo, he wrote a Welfh Chro- | mentions the fame book of hiftories, and fays it was called
nicle, which is now with Owain Gwynedd, Chief Batd, and | Gréal from a Gallic word, (Welfh, I {uppofe, Gradalis, or Gra-
a teacher of his fcience. duley fignifying a little difh, where fome choice morfel was

Leavis Morganwg, Chief Bard, wrote the Hiltory of the } put ; and that it was not to be found in Latin, but common
Theee Provinces of Wales, in a liberal manner. And Meyryg | m Gallic. Dr. Davies, in his Di&ionary, fays, Grzal is a cer=
Davydd, and Davydd Benwyn, Bards, of Glamorgan, had his | tain Hiftorical Book, containing various Hiftories ; and that
books, which were valuable, and well written. 't was very difficult to be got, becaule it was {o {carce. —“ On

Howel Davydd ab Ieuan ab Rhys, M. A. a Poet, and chief all the parchments of Emrys, room could not be found for all
Bard, wrote the Hiftory of all Britain, in Latin ; and of the | the information of this man ; his reports were to vs in /d/,
Three Principalities of Wales, in Welfh ; and his books were | like thofe of the Grzal, &c.”” L. M. the Bard, fays this to
well written, and valuable. . Elffe ab Gr. ab Einion, who was uncommonly verfed in hif-

Jeuan ab Hywel Swrdwal, A M. wrote a fair book in Welfh, [ tory. — In Mr. Edwerd Lbwyd’s Archeologia Britannica, p. 262,
of the Three Principalitics of Wales, from the time of Cad- |itis titled 2floriac Saint Greal ; and in the Britith Triads, No.
walader, to that of king Henry the VI.; and was a Primi- | 61,it is callcd Z/loria y Gréal In an ancient table, once belong-
tive Burd of tranfcendent-merit,—— ing to Glafionbury, this work is quoted : Ac deinde fecundum quod

Iolo Gich, A. M. and Chief Bard of North Wales, wrote of | kegitur in libtro quo dicitur Graal. Joleph ab Arimathea, &c.
the Three Principalites of Wales. He was one of the molt | Ufber prima, p. 16, Dublin edition. Capgrave, in the Life of
celebrated Bards, of the Primitive Order, that ever was known. | Jofeph of Arimathea, quotes a book : Qui fanflum Graal ap-

Guttyn Owen, Chief Bard, of Maelawr, wrote an account of | pellatur, &c.
Anian, bithop of Bangor, about the year 1291, procured a

the Three Principalities ; and thofe are very perfe&, and
fairly written. commiflion from Chancery, to enquire into the tenures of the
Teuan Brechwa, of Deheubarth, in South Wales, wrote a well- | bifhoprick : which furvey is called The Bifbop’s Extent Book,
authenticated Hiftory of the Three Provinces ; and hisbooks | and is {till inbeing. He alfo drew up, as I judge by agree-
ment of his clergy, (that feeming to have been part of the

1 have feen with Hugh ab Davydd, of Kidwelly, gent. and 1
received in them, from that gentleman, a great deal of valu- | aéts confented to, and determined ut his ecclefiaflical fynod, held
able information. May God bleis him ! at Llanvair Garth Branan,) a Mifll, or Pontifical, 1or the fer-
Davydd ab Edmund, who won the Bardic Chair of South | vice of his church and diecefs ; which M Jai I take to be one
Wales, in a Royal Congrefs of Bards; he was a native of | of thofe diverfities or ufes in finging, herciofore obferved and
Hanmer, and wrote an account of the Three Principalities, | pra&tifed in our church, and taken notice of in the Preface, or
rder, which follows the A&s of Unitormity, printed before

as appears by his books.
Gutto 'r Gg'n, Chief Bard, and one of the Bards of William [our Liturgy, or Common Prayer Bouk. This Myfii! was loft

Herbert, earl of Pembroke, wrote liberally of the Three Prin- | in the troubles in Wales, in the reign of Heary IVth ; and
cipalities, which was well approved. again in the time of the great Rebellion ; afterwards it was

Davydd ab Howel, ab Howel ab Evan Vychan, Chief Bard, | happily recovered, and reftored to the church, where it il
wrote of the Three Principalities ; and his books are fair and | remains. This Pontifical, or Liber Bangor, is a {mall folio of a
valuable. (Probably this was Prydydd Brycheiniog, who flou- | moderate thicknefs, and contains 32 ¢ffices, and has abun-
rifhed about 1440.) dance of Anthems, with mufical notes to them for finging. —

Howel ab Sir Mathe, wrote a Hiftory of all Britain, and his The generous care and induftry of Sir William Grufiydd,
books are to be feen with me, (Rkys Cain;) they are fair, j or Penrhyn, knight, and chamberlain of North Wales, about
valuable, and intelligent. the year 1§23, who preferved the ancient records from pe-

Gruffyd Hiraethog, chief Bard, and deputy Herald at Arms; [rifhing, by colle@ing as many of them as he could retrieve

for all Wales, under Garter ;3 wrore a Hiftory of all Britain, |from moth and corruption ; and then caufed thofe fcattered

and other countries. Among his difciples were. §imewnt Pychan, | rolls and fragments to be fairly written by one Fenkyn Gawyn,
in two large volumes of parchments, for the information of

chief Bard ; Wiliam Llyn, chief Bard ; Wiisam Cynwal, chict
Bard ; and Fohn Philip, chietf Bard. I have his Books, which | polterity. One whereof, is that book k:gt always in the
Chamlerlain’s office, called, The Extent of North Wales 3 and the

gre fair, and valuablg. .
other he tranimitted into the Audi ?; at London, where

Fohn Brwynog, chief Bard, of the ifle of Anglefey, wrote
the Hiftory of the Three Principalities ; and bis books are | it is preferved to tois day. Alfo, Sir Fobn Wynn, ot Gwydr,
fair and perfe&. ‘ had formerly a copy of The Extent of North Wales.——E. F.
6 | The
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CHRONOLOGY OF THE BARDS, AND POETS.

The Names of fome of the early Bards, Poets, and Authors, which were omitted in pp. 13, 14, 15, and 10,

Flouriflied about A. D.
Caw, a Bard, who flourithed about the year 450
mentioned by Cynddelw ; Cathlau clau Cerddau
Caw. (He was brother to Aneurin; feea note
- in page 17.)
Gwyddelyn, Gwyddy! Gér, or Liddilig Gor,
a noted Bard, and magician to Rhuddlwm
.Gawr, about the year
Teilo, or Teilaw, a Bard, and the 2nd Bifhop
of Landaff, (Teilaw ab Enfych, or Enllaig, méb
Hudwn dwn,) about the year
Ugnach ab Mydno, of Caer Sé¢on, near Con-
way, a celebrated Bard, about 540. See vol. IL. p. 16.
Y{colan, a Bard, about 570
Gwrnerth, a Bard, about 610
Affer, a famous writer, bifhop of St. David’s
and afterwards, of Salifbury
Melgin, or Maelgyn, wrote a book, *“ Le
Arthurii Menfa Rotunda.” — ——540

E—— —

879

Gwgan Brydydd, a Bard, about — 1090
Gruffydd ab Gwrgeneu, a Bard, @ — 1200
Gwyddvarch Gyvarwydd, a Bard, 1206

- Einion ab Madawg ab Rahawd o 1250
Gwilym Ryvel, a Bard, and a warrior 1260
Elidyr Sais, a Poet, — - 1290

~ Hywel Voel ab Griffri ab Pwyll gwyddel,
Cafnodyn Vardd,
Jorweth Beli, a Bard,
Lljwelyn Dd ab y Baftard, a Poet, 1370

 Gruffydd Gr{g, a Poet, 1380
Dr. Sién Cent,or Gwent; adivineand a Bard, 1390
Llywelyn Llogell, a Poet, 1400
Elor Goch, a Poet, 1450
Robert Leiaf, a Herald Bard, 1460
Davydd ab Edmund, a Poet, 1460
Rhys Nanmor, a Poet, near St. Dayid's, . 1460
Davydd Nan’mor, a Poet, of Nanhwynan,

in Meirionydd,
Lewis Dwyn, a Poet,
Tudor Penllyn, a Merionethfhire Poet,
Ieuan ab Tudyr Penllyn, a Son, ditto,
Tudor Aled, a Poet, who lived at Gaurth-

Gerin, in Chwiban, near Llanfannan,
Llywelyn ab Gyttyn, a Poet, and Crythwr

Davydd Llwyd ab Llywelyn ab Gruffydd,
Inco Brydydd, a Poet,
Meredydd ab Davydd Vychan, a Poet,
Davydd Gorlech, a Poet,
Evaa Dyvi, a Memunyddﬂ'urr: Poet,
Rhys Brychan, a Poet,
Rhys Gele, y Prydydd Brith.
Richd. Davis, Bard, and Bithop of St. Afaph, 160

1300
1320
1380

—
im—
—

—

— ‘1460
1460
1460

1480

1490

1480
148¢C
1490
1500
1500
 f{olo

e—

T*. ab Gr. ab H. y Gadair, of Anglefey, 1580
Bedw Havhefp, a Poct, about — 1590
-Rhys Goch, a Lyn Dyvrdwy, a Poet, 1540

460 |New Teftament into Welfh;

520| Britifh, or Welfh Tongue, in the year —

Flourifhed about A. D

Evan Drwch y Daran, a Poet, —- 1§70
Rhys Cain, a Herald Bard, -— 1580
Davydd Benwyn, Prydydd o Vorganwg, 1586
Capt. William Middleton, a Poet, 1590

William Salifbury, of Cae Di, in Llans
fannan, was very learned ; he tranflated the
publithed an
Englith and Welfh Dictionary, in the year
1547 ; and a Grammatical Introduétion to the
1567

Arthur Kelton, Hiftorian, 1548

Dr. David Powel, of Rhiwabon, Hiftorian, 1550

Humfrey Llwyd, of Denbighfhire, D. M.
and Welfh Hiftorian,

Dr. John DG, or Dee, of Nant-y-Groes,
Radnortfhire, a famous Aftronomer, 1570

Sir Jn. Price,of Llanvyllin, Britifh Hiftorian, 1573

—

1550

John Owen, of Plis D, in Caernarvonthire,
the famous Epigrammatift, — 1600
Robin Iachwr, a Herald Bard, — 1610

'James Howel, of Brin-Llangammarch, near
Brecknock, Hiftoriographer,

Lord Herbert, of Cherbury, in Montgome-
ryfhire, the famous knight-errant, and Hiftor. 162 4

Hugh Llwyd, of Cynvael, a Poet, of Mei-
rionethfhire, about 1620. See p. 78.

Robert Vaughan, Efq. of Hengwrt, in Mei-
rionethfhire, Antiquarian, and Hiftorian,

Nicholas Lloyd, of Flintfhire, wrote Di¢Ziona-
rium Hiftoricum,

John Gwilym, of Herefordfhire, a Herald,
land Rouge Croix purfuivant ; he publithéd his

celebrated work, entitled, ¢ The Difplay of
Heraldry,” in folio, about 1

Myles Davies, of Tre 'r abbat, in. Flintfhire,
wrote Athenz Britannice, or Critical Hiftory
of the Oxford and Cambridge Writers, about 16go

Dr. John Davies, Canon of St. Afaph, (was
the fon of a weaver at Llanvertes, in Denbigh-
fhire ;) he was a famous linguift, and author of
Aﬂngwf Lingua Britannice, a Welfhand Latin,
and Latin and Welfh, Ditionary ; which he
publifhed in the year 1632. He affifted alfo
in tranflating the Bible into Welth, which was
correctly publifhed in the year

Edmund Prys, of Trawfvynydd, or Tyddyn
Du, Rector of Ffeftiniog and Maentwrog, and
Archdeacon of Meirionydd; was interred under
the Communion-table at Maentwrog, in the
year 1623. He was the moit celebrated Bard
of his time, and one of the tranflators of the
Bible into Welfh, and verfifier of the Pfalms.

John Phylip, of Llan-Enddwyn, 1590

ﬁﬂihamPhyh ;of L!an-ddwyu.e, Merioneth. 1669

Rowland V}’chan, of Llanuwchllyn, Merion-
ethfhire,

Hugh Cadwaladr, nf Llanuwchlyn,

Sion Davydd, Las, of Penllyn, Bard to the
Nannau Family,

1620

1660

1660

AT g ——

610

1620

1668
1667

 r—
e Y,

1691

For the lift of {ucceeding Bards, Irefer my readers to the end of Dr. Davies’s Didionary, and to Mv. Ed, Llwyds Archaolo.p.z55

The
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The mufical inftruments, anciently ufed in Wales, are as different from thofe of other nations as their
mufic and poetry ".—Thefe inftruments are fix in number, the Telyn, or harp 3 the Crwth ; the Pibgorn,
or Horn-pipe*; the Pjbau-céd, or Pib-braich ; that is, the Bag-pipes, or the arm-pipes: the Tabwrdd,
Tabret, or Drum ; and the Corn.bue/in Cornet, or Bugle<horn. Of thefe an accurate reprefentation is
attempted in the oppofite trophy.

The Harp, the principal of thofe I have enumetated, which appears to be the moft ancient, and indeed
the queen of all mufical inftruments, derives its origin from the remotelt-period. The Seventy *, as well as
Fofephus *, have rendered Kinnor to be the fame as the Harp : and we find, in facred hiftory ¢, that Fubal,
the feventh from Adam, is ftyled, The Father of all fuch as handle the Kinnor, (or Harp,) and the Hugab, (or
ancient Organ,) which were before the flood ; and the origin of any invention cannot well be carried higher.

Jb, who lived among the Idumeans, about 1520 years before Chrift, does not only fpeak of mufic and
finging, but alfo gives us the names of the mufical inftruments then in ufe ®, Ezekie/’ and Jfaiah ® repre-
fent Tyre as a city wholly given up to mufic. The antiquity of mufic appears allo from the hiftory of
Facob ; who, having ftole away from his uncle Laban without acquainting him of his defign, was purfued
and overtaken by him on the mount of Gilead, where he upbraided him for what he had done, in this
manner, Wherefore didft thou flec away fo fecretly, and fleal away from me ? and didft not tell me, that Imight
bave fent thee away with mirth and with fongs, with Tabret, and with Harp ° ?

It will be neceflary to obferve, that the mufical inftruments of the Greeks, and Latins came to them from
the Hebrews. The Greeks, a vain-glorious boalting people, pretended that the greateft part of their mufi-
cal inftruments were the invention of their gods, or their ancient poets. They fcldom reprefented Mer-
cury, Apollo, Orpheus, Arion, or Pan, without fome mufical inftrument in their hands : but this falfe pre«
tenfion of theirs is fufficiently contradi¢ted by the Holy Scriptures themfelves, Religion, the gods, mufic, or
poetry,owe not their origin to Greece,butare the growth of a far morediftant foil'>. The Latins aremore fincere
and ingenuous ; they acknowledge they received their mufical in(truments from the Eaft.  Fuvenal/ fays,

Fam pridem Syrus in Tyberim defluxit Orontes,
£t linguam, et mores, et cum tibicine chordas
Obliquas, nec non gentiliadympana fecum vexit ™ ,———— s

It is very extraordinary, that all authors who have treated on this fubje, have not difcerned that the
Harp, and the Grecian Lyra were two diftinét inftruments ; and it is evident, that neither the Gregks, nor
the Romans ever had our Iarp, nor is it to be found on their coins, nor {culptures. Another proof may
be educed from Venantius Fortunatus, (the bifhop of Poictiers, about A. D. 609,) who fays, that both the

_Harp, and the Cruwth, were inltruments of the Barbarians, or Britons.
Romanufque Lyrd ", plaudat tibi, Barbarus ** Harpi,

Gracus Achilliacé, Crotta Britanna canat. Venantius Fortunatus, L. 7, Carm. 8.
* See Venantius Fortunatus, lib. 7. carm. 8. “ f Wit (f Atlas (i
* The dances which are called hornpipes, probably derive 7 %ho: b";r?ighaﬁ:: {p::.;rTr oi':znpgl;::ng}
their name originally on account of their being played upon “ And graceful exercifé, refin’d ’
the Horn-pipe. | : “ : : ki
3 Plalms, XLIIL. v.4; XCII. v.3; XXX. v. 2,3; CXLIV. EheSavage race of buman king 3

“ Hail, winged me(lenger of Fove,

¥. 0. 1] y: _ | !
+ Fofephus’s Antiquitics of the Jews, book VIII. chap. 111. 8. “ g;i?;;gﬂ;fz?fliﬂﬁf;;::‘;z?ﬁ |
xiﬁ;"fﬁﬁ chap. 1V. werfe 21, And Ecclefiafticus, chap. ¢ Thy praife fhall all its founds infpire, &c.
, V. 1y §.

¢ They fend forth their little ones like a flock, and their] “ O Mercury, (fince the ingenious Amphion moved rocks by
children dance, They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice | *“ his voice, you being his tutor, ) and thou, my Teffudo, expert
at the found of the organ. Job XXI. verfe 11, and 12, ¢ to refound with feven ftrings, formerly neither vocal nor

7 Ezekiel, chap. XX V1. verfe 13, | ¢ plealing, dut now agreeable to the tables of the wealthy, and

* Tuke an harp, go about the city, thou harlot that haft | ¢ the temples of the Gods,”” &c.—Horace, book III. ode |
been forgotten ; make fweet melody, fing many fongs, that f13.— |
thou mayeft be remembered. Ifaiah, chap. XX1I1. verfe 16. Mercury is called the parent of the lyre, becaufe having

9 Genefis, XXXI. verfe 27. found the fhell of a tortoife, and fitted ftrings to ir, he firic
© Ecclefiafticus, chap. 44 3 and in the account of Seth, and § formed an idea of that kind of mufic. Hence teffudo fignified
Enos, &c. . a lyre, by reafon that it was originally made ot the black or
" Tuvenal, fatire 111. hollow fhell of the teflude aguatica, or {ea-tortoife which Mer-

** \n Horace's Hymn to Mercury, book 1. ode the yo0th, The jcury found on the banks of the Nile,
origin of the lyre is faid to be as follows :
- A a The



o1 OF THE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS OF THE HEBREWS, &c.

* The antiquity of poetry is another argument for that of mufic ; as they are both {uppo’ed to be coeval
with man. Nature furnithes art with all her materials, and lays the foundations of all her improvements.
As Poetry and Mufic were infeparable among the ancients ’; who knew no poet that was not at the fame
time a mufician, and who called making verfe finging, and verfes JSongs. What has been faid of poetry,
may likewile be applied to mufic. There is a natural mufic which preceded, and gave birth to the artificial:
both tend to the fame end, namely, to exprefs the fentiments of the poet in fuch founds and terms, as have
a correfpondence to what he feels within himfelf, and would infpire others with,

David, the fecond King of Ifrael, was the greatet mafter of the Harp of his time, as well as a poet ; he
compofed a great number of the pfalms, or hymns, both for voices and mftruments ; which he inftituted in
the tabernacle of the Lord, to infpire men’s hearts, and to enliven their affeftions towards God =, {This
accomplifhed prince, may truly be called a prieft, prophet, and Bard.)  The prophet tElifba, Lkewife,
thought mufie neceffary to excite. him to a fit difpofition, for receiving the impreflion of the fpirit of God
and faid, *¢ but now bring me a Minftrel ; and it came to pafs, when the Minitrel played, that the hand of 1be
Lord came upon him >.

We have every realon to believe that mufic was in a high degree of perfection among the Hebrews to-
wards the latter part of David's reign, and in the time of King Solomon, &c ; and, we are informed that
Afaph, Heman, and jeduthun, were the princes, or prefidents, of all the temple-mufic, in thofe reigns,
Thele four and twenty Lewvites, fons to the three

Afaph had four fons, Jeduthun fix, and Heman fuurtecn_.
grand prefidents of the mufic, were fet over four and twenty bands, or companies of
them had under him eleven officers of an inferior rank, who prefided over the other fi
Thefe feveral companies feem to have been diftinguifhed from one another,

them in their art.

ments on which they played *, and by their places in the temple,
middle ; thofe of Merari, on the left ; and thofe of Ger/fhon, on the right hand *.
played on the Kinnor, or Harp; the fons of 4/aph, on the Nebel,
Metfilothaim, a kind of tinkling bells, or Cymbals. ¢ The number of them, with

™ In ode 32, Horace invokes his lyre, and calls it Barbiton.
¢ We are now called upon. If, in idle amufement in the fhade
“ with you, we have played any thing that may live for this
‘‘ year and many ; come on, aflit me with a lyric ode in
¢ Latin, my dear Barbiton,—firft tuned in Greek by the Lef-
¢ bian citizen Alceus *,”’ &c.

% Alcaus was the contemporary, countryman, and friend, of Sappho. Horac®
fays, in book 11. Ode 13, that Alceus played with the golden plefirum, (an in-
firument with which they ftruck the firings of the lyre.) Likewife, probably
the inftiument called peflis, or peffen, is fo termed, from its being played with

a fick, or a quill.

Virgil defcribes Dido’s fealt to Eneas, Lib, 1. w. 744, &e.
In which, the fame inftrument is termed Cithara. ¢ The
““Jong haired fopas founded on the gilded Cithara what great
¢ Atlas had taught ; he fang of the changing moon, and the
¢ courfe of the fun; the origin of mankind and other ani-
‘“ mals ; the nature of the elements, the heavenly conftella-
‘¢ tions, and the caufes which operate the change of feafons.”
—Hemer calls the inftrument, on which Achilles played, the
Phorminz, which implies the fame as Teftudo. Jiad, book1X. —

The Greeks call the Lyra; Kithara ; Barbitos ; Phormin s
and Chélys +. The Romans have made ufe of the fame terms,
to which they have added T¢ffudo ; all of which imply a tor-
toife, a fhell, or an inftrument made of that form. (The back
of the lute and the-guitar are frequently carved in that thape).
The lyra of Mercury had at firlt but three ftrings ; Orpheus is
faid to have added a fourth ; and Pindar mentions his lyre as
having feven. It is evident from Maccabees, that the l;m-,
or harp, and the cithara, or guitir, are not the fame, fince they
are mentioned in the fame as two different inftruments. 1,
Maccabees IV. v. §4 ; and XI1II. v. §1,—Notwithftanding all
the accounts, given by the Greeks and Romans, it is not im-
probable but the cithdra, or guitar, is derived from the Cithern
of the Hebrews ; (which according to Mercennus, is a kind
of fiddle with fix ftrings). See alfo Maccabees, asbetore quoted,
~—Galilie ufes the term fyre for the lute, and other inftruments
of that clafs : but the true diftin&ion between the viol and the
violin {pecies arifes from the difference of fize, and the number
of their ftrings, refpectively, the viol, meaning thatfor concerts,

T Pliny mentions a fith called Cirbdra or a folie, And another called phorcus’
wePliny, XXXL1I, and 11,

— e e

muficians. Each of
ngers, and inftructed
by the inftru.
Thofe of the family of Kvohath ftood in the
The fons of Yeduthun
or Plaltery ; and the fons of Heman on the
their brethren that were

of what fize foever it be, having fix
whether it be the treble, the tenor, the violoncelio, orthe bafs,
having uniformly four. In fhort, all the infiraments of that
genus are characterized by the ahppelfutiun of the Citbara,
whether a lure, a guitar, a viol, a ddle, or a kit.

The Englifh make ufe of a fimilar loofe and vulgar term,
when they want to exprefs any mufical inftrument which they
do not well know the name, by the term hurdy gurdy ; which
in fadt isy an old Englifh inftrument that confi{ts of a bladder
upon a {tick, with a ftring or two firetched acrofs the bladder,
which are faltened to each end of the ftick, and played upon
with a bow.

The rebeck is a three-ftringed fiddle. The cithern has fix
frings : alfo, a mandolin, or a fmall puitar layed with a quill,
1s fometimes called a cittern. The lute is E(fﬂﬂnlﬂd to be a very
dncient initrument, as being mentioned in Plalm Ixxxi. &e. it
originally had fix (lrings, but now has a much greater number.
The theorba, or arch-lute, fometimes called cithara bijuga, from
its having two necks, with a great number of ftrings : the
Spanifb lute, and the guitar, are called cithara Hifpanica. The
lute is always ftrung with gut, and played upon with the fin-
gers. The orpharian, bandore, or guitar, arc generally ftrung with
wire, and moltly played with a quill. (Salinas aflerts, that the
inftruments of the above clafs take the name ot lute, {from thejp
halieutic, or boat-like form. ) Thecrwth;the tiddle;viol d’amoup.
viol de gamba ; the bariton ; &c. are all played with a bow,—

"$ Cefar, in his Commentaries, book 1V. chap. 22, &c. calls the
Britous, barbarians ; and Tacitus the fame.—-¢ The appellation
ot barbarians was given by the Grecds to all the world but
therafelves ; the KRomans gave it to all the world but the Greeks,
T.” A note from Mr. Beloe’s tranflation of Herodotus.

' Timagenus fays, that mufic was the moft ancient of all
ftudies ; Lord Herbert, of Cherbury, on the Religion of the Gene
tiles page 204, Piutarch, Libello de Muficé. —Quintil. Lib. I,
orio, 1

* 1 of Chronicles, chap. XXV. v. 6 and 7.—1II. Chronicles,,
chap. X X1X. chap. V. v. 12. —Of the drefles of the Levites,
&c. fee Exodus, chap. XXVIII. chap. XXXIX. and Lfaiab,
chap. I1L. 1. Chronicles, chap. X X111, v. 5. & 8,

s 1L. Book of Kings, chap. I1L.v. 15,

4 | 8 ﬂérﬂﬂi#frr, XXV- iy 3] 5’ 6 I-Il Caﬁr'#n._ ﬂhﬂp. V. Y. 12.

s L Chronicles V1. 33, 34, 39.
inftru@ed

ftrings ; and the violin,
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inftru&ted in the fongs of the LorD, ever all that were cunning, was two hundred, fourfcore and eight *.”’—
‘¢ Moreover, four thoufand praifed the Lord with the inftruments which I made, (/aid Dawvid,) to
praife therewith *.” -

Lefs perhaps is known concerning the mufical inftruments of the ancient Hebretws than any other part of
the holy feriptures. The writings of Mo/2s, the Prophets, and the Chronicles, mention eleven forts of mu-
fical inftruments : but, according to Ca/met’s Critical Differtations, they had fixteen®. And, as the Cymry,
Ancient Britons, or Welfh, are faid to be originally of the Tribe of Gomer*, the eldeft fon of Fapheth ;
therefore, their mufical inltruments, probably were thence derived.

The inttrument upon which King David performed, was the 9133 Kinnor, or Harp ¢ 3 which is likewife
called the Hafur ; that is, the tenth, or ten-ffringed inffirument : This is the inftrument David played upon
before Szui*. It was made of the wood of the algum-tree ; a fpecies of fine cedar. It wasthe Harp that
the Babylonian captives hung upon the willows, growing upon the banks of the Eupbrates . Alfo, the
women played upon this inftrument®. , It was very common at Tyre ; and was chiefly defigned for the
eighth band of muficians belonging to the tabernacle in the time of Dawid*'. This ancient Kinner, which
is fo often mentioned In fcripture,'and called by Daniel, Kitros '*, was according to all the fathers who
have given us a defcription of it, an inftrument of a triangular form, whole ftrings were ftretched from
the top to the bottom, and whofe hollow part, whence the found proceeded, was at the bottom; they
played upon it at the top, with the fingers*. The Kinnor'* (or Harp) is rendered in the Septuagint, by
Kinnyra, Pfalterion, and Cythara ™. It wasin ufe before the flood *.

The Nable, Nebel, or Pfalterion, was likewile a mufical inftrument of very near the fame fhape with the
Harp ; only, it had twelve {trings 7. And, Owid tell us, they played upon it with both hands, as we do
on our Harp “:

Difee etiam duplici genialia Nablia palmé
Plettere : conveniunt dulcibus illa modis.

Sopater, quoted in Atheneus, tell us * : the Nable of the ancients was a ftringed inltrument ; and called
Sidonian, becaufe the Phanicians were fuppofed to be the inventors of it.  The fepruagint, commonly tranf-
late Nebel by Pfalterion *°, and that it was of the form of the letter delta*' A ; iy, was made ule of in the
pompous and folemn ceremonies of religion. = The Rabbins fay, that they never made ufe of lefs thag two
Nebels in the temple, nor more than fix **. The Nable, and the Hafur would feem to be the fame, were
they not exprefsly diftinguithed in Plalm XCIL wupon the Hafur, and upon the Nable; and by the diftinct

number of their {trings,—=— {
: N 4

The ancients fpeak likewife of a g {tringed infltrument called Trigdnos, or triangular ; which, by the re-
femblance of its figure, appears to be fomething like the Harp. Fuba fays it was invented by the Syrians %,
others give it the epithet of Phrygian, or Perfian**. Diogenes, the tragedian, quoted in Athenaus, fays,
that the Bactrian and Phrygian damfels worthhipped the goddefs Diana, in fhady groves, with the found of

to excel ; which, according to Calmet, {hould be, with harps

* 1. Chronicles, chap. XXV. v. 7.

* 1. Chronicles, chap. XXIII. v. 5.

3 Calmet’i Critical Differtations on the Old and New Tefta-
ment, done into Englith, with addilional notes, by Tindal.

uarto. p. 71.
Q.i Genefis, chap. o

S Pfaims, XLIIL v. 43 XCIL v. 3; XXX. v. 2, 3; CXLIV.
v.9. And ofephus’s Antiquities of the Fews, book VIII,
chap. I11. 8.

¢ 1. Samuel, chap. XVL. v. 23.

And the fervants of the Hiram, and the fervants of Solo-

mon, which brought gold from Ophir, brought algum-trees, and
precions {tones, And the king made, of the algum-trees, ter-
races to the houfe of the Lord, and to the king’s paiace, and
barps and pfalteries for fingers. And there were none fuch
feen before in the land of ' Judah.—I1. Chronicles, chap. IX. v.
11 and 12.—1. Kings, c. X. v. 12.—11. Samuel, c. VL. v. 5.

¢ Pfalm, CXXXVIL. 2.

9 Ifaiak, XXIII1. 16. 1. Cbhronicles, XV, 20.

o faeidel, XXVI. 13.~Jfaiah, as before cited.

1 1, Chronicles, XV.21, (Pfalm VI. and X1I.) Our Englifth
tranflation of this place is thus : with harps on the Sheminith |

to prefide over the Sheminith, or eighth band of muficians.

'* Daniel, 111. 5, 7, 10.

3 Calmet’s Critical Differtation.

14 =99 Kiflapa Yarrngior Kinp.

' St. Feromywho wrote about the year 400, {ays,the KIOAPA,
(kithara, or cithara), is of the thape of the Greek letter delta, A,
had z4 ftrings, and was played vpon with the fingers,

'“ Genefisy chap. IV.v. 21.

7 1. Kings, X. 12, and Il. Chronicles, I1X. 11. Pfalm,
XClL. v. 3. Fofephus’s Antiquities of the Jeaws, book VII. chap.
XI1I. 3. Plalm XXXIII. v. 2. :

® Quid,lib. 3. de Arte.

9 Atheneus, lib. 4, cap. 33y p. 175, and Eufebius, in Pfalm
XXX.

* The Pfaltery, as handed down to us, is a flat inftrument,
or a kind of dulcimer of a triangular form. I have feen others
of the upright fort, which had ftrings on both fides of them,
one of which WT hm;gl}}grum)(};rmany. i

** Caffiodorus, (and St. Jfidorus), Prafat. in Plalm.

¥ Calmet’s Critical Differtations by Tindal.

# _Athenaus, 1. 4. c. 23, p. 175.

*“ Vide ecundem, 1. 14.c 19, p. 036,

the
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the Peltis, and Perfian Trigonos. A Greek author, named 7o/zppos *, fays, the Egyptian priefts played upon
it on their feftival days. The Trigon, or akind of triangular Harp, is reprelented, in Voyage Picturefque de
Naples *, from an ancient painting in the mufeum of the King of Naples 3.

Having now inveftigated the probable origin of the Harp amongft the Hebrews, it will be neceffary to
endeavour to trace its fource, ufe, and progrels, among the Ancient Britons, or Welfh; and, what will
greatly affilt to elucidate this fubjeét is, that the Cymry, or Aboriginal Britons %, have retained their primi.
tive cuftoms more pure than any other Celtic tribe. ¢ Every nation has their peculiar talte, genius,
temper, and fancy, indelible by any revolution of time, government, or education.”

Cz/far fays, that Druidifm is fuppofed to have originated in Britain *.  This religious order was a branch
of the Bardic Syftem ; allo, we are informed, by Ammianus Marcellinus, (and others,) that, 7/¢ Barps

Jang of the exploits of valiant heroes, in fweet Tunes, adapted to the melting notes of the melodious Harp, Vherefore,
the Harp was a Bardic inftrument; and was played by them, from the earlieft period, both at their facred
ceremonies, and at their other celebrations °. *

Diodsrus Siculus, who wrote about 45 years before Chrift, fpeaking of the Britons, or Celts, fays,
¢ Among them they have poets, that fing melodious fongs, whom they call Bards ; who, to their mufical
inftruments like unto Lyres, chant forth the praifes of fome, and the cenfures of others. There are like-
wile among them philofophers and divines, whom they call Druids, and are held in great veneration and
efteem. Prophets, likewife, they have, whom they highly honour, who foretel future events 7.”’

Diedorus Siculus, -out of Hecateus, delcribes the Hyperboreans, (which are the Britons, according
to Carte’s Hiftory of England, Rowland’s Mona Antiqua, and others,) and fays, ¢ There is an ifland in the
ocean over againft Gau/, (as big as Sicily,) under the Artic Pole, where the Hyperboreans inhabit, fo called
becaufe they lie far north. That the foil there is very rich and fruitful ; and the climate temperate, info-
much as that there are two crops in the year. They fay that Latona was born there, and therefore that they
worfhip Apollo above all other Gods ; and, becaufe they are daily faying fongs in'praife of this God, and
afcribing to him the higheft honours, they fay that thefe inhabitants demean themfelves as if they were
Apolld’s Priefts, who has there a ftately grove and renowned temple of a round form, beautified with many
rich gifts. ~That there is a city likewife confecrated to this God®, whole citizens are moft of them
harpers, who playing on the Harp, chant facred hymns to Apollo in the temple, fetting forth his glorious
alts. The Hyperboreans ufe their own natural language : but, of long and ancient time, have had a fpecial
kindnels for the Grecians ; and more efpecially for the Atheneans and the Delians. Awnd that fome of the
Grecians pafled over to the Hyperboreans, and left behind them divers prefents, (or things dedicated to the
Gods,) infcribed with Greek charaters ; and that Abaris® formerly travelled thence_into Greece, and
renewed the ancient league of friendfhip with the Delians . (To thefe accounts are added, fehools of
philofophers, which could be no other than thofe of the Druids, Bards, and Ovyddion ™)

A

_ * Cefar’s Commentaries, book VI. chap. Y 3. But Borlafe’s
oyage Pittorefque de Naples et de Sicile par Mr. Saint | Antiguities of Cornwal gives the fullelt account of the Druids.

Non ; tom. 2d, p- 45 ; et p. 137. ® See p. 3. and p. 27,~ dmmianus Marcellinus, book XV. ch.

’ %afcppa:. apud Thom. Galle, Not. ad Jamblic.

= "Wy SRR
: I

3 The Hebrew Shali/bim 1s another fort of inftrument, which
the Seventy have rendered by Gymbala, and St. Ferom by Sifira.
It is mentioned but once in all Scripture #, and that it is in the
defcription of David’s triumph after his vitory over Goliah.
The women came out to meet Saul and David, finging and
dancing, with tabrets and with Shalifbim. This term is derived
from a root fignifying three; and thereforefome willhave it to be
an inftrument of three ftrings, others an inftrument of a tri.

angular form, which feems to be the moft probable. Thofe, |

who now play on the cymbal, were wont formerly to accom-
pany it with the found of a triangular inftrument, made of a
rod of fteel, on which were rings, that moved up and down
thetriangle, by means of an iron rod, which they had in their
left hand, whillt they held up the inftrument in their right by
a ring, to give it a free motion. It isnotunlikely but that the
{criptures, by the word Skali/bim, mean thisancientinftrumentt.
® I Samuel, XVIIL 6,

+ Calmet's Colleétion of Critical Differtations on the Old and New Tefta- |

ment with additional notes by Tindal, pp. 95y 98.==And Pigmirins de Swrvis,
p. 88.

* Cefar’s Commentariesy hook V. chap. 10,
It

9s (who lived in 390/, Carte’s Hiflory of England, vol. 1, p. 61
and p. 43+~ Atheneus, lib, VI.—Strabo, lib. L. lib. 1V.—Dio-
dorus Siculus, lib. V. chap. 2 ; and lib. II. chap. 3.—Lucan,
hib. L. 447.—~ And Tacirus, lib. 1V. cap. 54 ; lib.gﬂv. 30, 31,
—Tyfjlio’s Britifb Hiflory.— Fabian's Chronicie, p. 32, ed. 1553,
| —and Lewis’s Hiflory of Britain, chap. XXXV. lib. 67.
IIT Diodorus, the Sictlian, tranflated by Booth, book V. chap.
. p- 189.
* Leawis’s Hiflory of Britain, p. 35, {ays there was a temple
of Apollo in London. By :
* Abaris is {aid to have taught Pythagoras the doérine of
F tran{migration of fouls. Carte's Hiflory of Britain, p. 61 to 693
and Lewis’s Ancient Hiffory, p. 7. See fome account of Abaris,
the Britifh Philofopher, or Druid, in p. 8 of this work
*®, Diodorus, the Sicilian, tranflated by Booth, book 1L chap.
[II. and p. 77, &c.
" Carie’s Hiflory of England, vol. 1. p. 61, 62, 63, 64, 65,and
67.—~S8trabo, lib. IV.—dmmianus Marcellinus, lib. XV. chap. 9.

~—Herodotus, lib. 1V.—Pyihagoras, chap, XI1X.—And Row-

{land’s Mona dnliqun, p. 76.

Blegywryd
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Blegywryd ab Seifyllt, King of Britain, about 160 years before Chriflt, is faid to have been a celebrated
mufician, and performer on the Harp, therefore, he was called the God of Mufic'. Likewife, the ancient
Welfb Laws mention the Harp, as one of the indifpenfible accomplifhments for a gentleman®; and
they enumerate three diftin& Harps, thus;

The three lawful Harps :
1. The Harp of the King ;
2. The Harp of a mafter of mufic;
3. And the Harp of a gentleman.

Tair Telyn gyvreithiawl y [ydd :
1. Telyny Brenin ;
2. Telyn Pencerdd ;
3. A Thelyn Gwrda.

Guwerth y ddwy gyntav : chweugaint a dal bob un ;
a phedair ar hugaint ar eu Cyweirgorn. Telyn Gwrda,
triugaint a dal, a’i Chyweirgorn deuddeg. ceiniawg,
Leges Wallicae, pp. 413, 226, 267, and 307.

The two firft were valued at 120 pence, each 3
and the Tuning key, at 24 pence. The Harp of
a gentleman, (or baron) was valued at 6o pence;
and its Tuning key 12 pence . ——

Therefore, from all thele various inftances, we may fairly infer, that the aboriginal Britons had the
Harp, prior to any other nation *, except the Hebrews *. ——— |
In former times, a profeffor of this favourite inftrument, the Harp, had many privileges ; his lands were
free, and his perfon facred, by the law ®. It was the office of the ancient Bard, to ﬁng to his Harp before,
and after battle, the old fong, called Unbeniaeth Prydain, or the Monarchal Song of Britain; which con-,
tained the exploits of the moft worthy and diltinguilhed heroes, and to infpire others to imitate their
glorious example ’. ¢ But heed, ye Bards, that for the fign of onfet
“ Ye found the ancientelt of all your rhymes,
¢« Whole birth tradition notes not, nor who fram’d
¢ Its lofty ftrains °.”’ - "

The famous Hallelujah victory deferves to be mentioned, which was gained by the Britons, under the
condu& of Germanus, over the united forces of the Saxons and Piéts, about A. D, 447, at Gwydd-grug, (or
Mold,) in Flintthire ; where the place of battle is called to this day Maes Garmon, i. e. the field of Ger-
man °. Likewife, the church of Ll/anarmon is dedicated to St. German, and called after his name ; and
probably the image, which is ftill to be feen in the church-wall, was intended to reprefent that faint,——

When Colgrin was befieged in the city of York, by king Arthur, in the fifth century, Badulf aflumed the
chara&ter of a Harper, and by that f{tratagem he gained admiflion to devife with his brother ™. King
Alfred alfo made ufe of the fame difguife, and by that means he had an opportunity to reconnoitre ‘the
Danifh camp, which was then in Somerfetfhire "«m——

In the beginning of the tenth century, Anlaf, king of the Ifles, invaded the north of Eng[and with a
prodigious army of Danes; he was refolved to explore the fituation of the Engli/b camp, and the condition °
of their army, before he engaged ; and difguifed himfelf like a minfirel, went into it as far as the king’s tent,
where he played upon the Harp with fo much fkill, that he was eafily admitted. King Athe/an was then
at dinner with his chiel officers, who were all agreeably entertained with the mufic ; but, the repalt bemg
over, the mufician was dilmifled with a handfome reward ; which difdaining to carry off, he buried it in the
ground. A foldier who had formerly ferved under him, obferving the action, was confirmed by it in his
fulpicion that the difguifed Harper was 4n/af, and gave notice of it to Athel/tan, who blamed the man for
not difcovering it fooner, that he might have feized his enemy. However, in cunfequence of the informa-

* See the 1lt and 2nd page-—Ty/ilio’s Britifb Hiflory.—Fa-
bian’s Chron. f. 32, ed. 1533.—And Lewis’s Hif. of Brit. p.
67, and chap. XXXV,

* Leges Wallicae, publithed by Dr. Wotton, and Mofes
Williams, p. 301.—And p. 56 and. 79 of this book.— Bede, lib.
IV. chap. 24.

3 Sece pp. 10, 11, 12, 26, 27, and 28, &c. of this work.

Likewife, the Ancient Britifb Triads, in p. 79, 8o, 81, 82, 83, |

84, %5, and £6.

¢ ¢ Qver the Celty reigned Bardus, a man famous for his
invention of verfes, and mufic. And Caius fays, * Quin et
primos muficos (telte Cefare,) Britannia peperit, quos Bardos
olim dicebant, atque achuc Cambri dicunt, a Bardo quodam
Britannorum Rege, homine inventione carminum et mufices
inclito, ut Berofus memoriz tradidit.”* Lewis’s Hiff. of

p. 8. Chap. VI.—Sce alfo p. 26, 27 and 79, of this work,

S Genefisy chap, IV. verfe 21.

6 SEE pp- 27, 28, and 79.—Leges Walicae, p. 35,68, 307,

? g::p 27 of this book, and Leges Wallicae, p. 36.— Diodo-
rus Siculus, lib. V. r:hap 2 fays, * Thr: Celts, in tlme of war,
march, obferving time and mealure, and fing the Peanrs,
when l:hf:y are jult ready to charge the enemy.”

* Mafon’s Caraflacus,

* Carte’s Hifory of England, vol. 1. p, 182. Gildas, a Britifh
author, who wrote in the fixth century, alludes to this vi&tory
as obtained by the bleflings of God, without any human affit-
ance, Gildas Eﬂﬂ n. 17y 18.—Ulber’s Antig. Brit. pp. 179, 180.

o Tyfilio’s Britifb Hif. Book XI[. Chap. L.—Lewis’s Hiff.

. 181.
W Spelman’s Life of Alfred, p. 63,

B Ig tion
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tion, Athelftan prepared himlelf for the danger, and proved victorious the following day. This happened

at Waundune, near Brumford; in Northumberland *.—=—
Giraldus Cambragfis, who wrote a defcription of Cambria, about the year 1188, fpeaks of the hofpi-

tality and liberality of the Welfh, in his time, as follows ; ¢ There is no beggar among thefe people 3
for their holpitality is common to every body : generofity they prefer to every other virtue. Travellers,
when they enter a houfe, deliver their arms to be laid by, and immediately are hefpitably entertained,
being offered water to wath their feet, which is the manner of invitation with this nation. Their young
men, therefore, who are devoted to arms, and hunting, roam from houfe to houfe, and make every place
their home, unlefs they are called out to defend their country. Thofe who come at early hours are
entertained with the converfation of young Women, and with Tunes on the Harp, all along to the
evening : for here every family hath its damfels, and Harps afligned for this purpofe. |

Every family too is here well fkilled in all the knowledge of the Harp. In the evening, when ftrangers
have ceafed coming, an entertainment is prepared, according to the number and dignity of the guelts, and
according to the abilities of the family ; when the kitchen is not loaded with divers dithes, and with in-
citements to appetite ; nor is the houfe adorned with tables, and towels ; thefe people ftudy nature more
than ornamerit. They lay before the guelts large difhes of herbs. The malter and miltrefs of the feaft
are carefully ferving their guelts, nor do they ever eat themfelves before the company have been fatisfied ;
that, if there thould be deficiency, it may fall to their own fhare *.” : |

«“ Jreland makes ufe of only two inftruments, namely the Harp, and the Dram. Scot/and has three,
namely the Harp, the Drum, and the Crwth.” And Wales has the Harp, the Pipes, and the Crwth. The
Irith too make ufe of ftrings of brafs, oftener than thofe made of hide, or gut 3.”

Giraldus likewife gives a curious account of the effetts of mufic, and fays,  The fweetnefs .of mufic
" notonly delights with its harmony, it has its advantages alfo. It not a little exhilirates dejeted minds
it clears the clouded countenance, and removes fupercilioufnefs and aulterity, Harmonyis a kind of food
to'the mind. Whatever be our purfuit, mufic aflifts application, and quickens genius. It gives cdurage
to the brave, and affifts the devotions of the pious. Hence it is, that the bifhops, abbots, and holy men,
in Ireland are ufed to have the Harp about them, and pioufly amufe themlelves with playing it; for
which reafon, the Harp of holy Kejeinus* is held in fuch a great eftimation by the original inhabitants. Be-
fides, the warlike trumpet fends forth 2 mufical confonance, when its clangor gives the fignal for the
~attack. Mufic has its effects on the vicious, as well as the virtuous. The ftory of Alexander is well known ;
fo is likewile that of David driving the evil fpirit from Saul. Mufic has a power to alter our very nature.
Hence the Irifh, the Spanifh, and fome other nations, amid{t their funeral wailings, bring forth mufical
lamentations, either to increafe, or dimimifh their grief. Jidor hath faid, that without Mufic no inftitution
or difcipline is perfe€t. The very world is faid to have been Harmonioufly created .”

Galileo®, in his Dialogue on Ancient and Modern Mufic, written in the year 1582, has given a very
interefting paffage refpeting the Harp, which I fhall infert here literally tranflated: ¢¢ Among the {tringed
inftruments now ufed in Italy, we have, in the firlt place, the Harp ; whichis in fa& nothing but the ancient
Cithara, with a great number of f{trings, differing fomewhat in form, but that chiefly owing to the tafte
_ of the artifts of thofe times, the number of ftrings, and their degree of tenfion ; the extreme highelt and

lowelt comprifing upwards of three oftaves. This very ancient inftrument was brou ght to us from Ireland, -
(as Dante " has recorded,) where they are excellently made, and .in great number ; and the inhabitants ol
which ifland have pratifed on it for many and many centuries ; its being alfo the particular badge of the
kingdom, and, as fuch, frequently painted and {culptured on their public edifices and cdins, the people al-
ledging, as the caufe of it, that they are defcended from the Royal prophet David. The Harps ufed by
them are much larger than ours, and they are ulually mounted with ftrings of brafs, and fome of (teel, in

the acute part, of the {ame kind as the Clavichord, (or a kind of Spinnet.) The performers upon them

' Carte's H‘ﬂar_y of England, vol. 1. p. 322.—And Malmej- | monaftery of Glenda’lock, in the county of Wick'oww ~Lives of
bury, Lib. 11. the Britilb Saintsy vol. L. p. 336, 4to.—And Hanmer's Chronicle,

* Cambrie Deferiptio, Chap. X.— For a farther account of the | p. 8o, fol.
mufic of the Wellh ; fee p. 35 of this book.=—Lyttelton’s Hift. of | * Giraldus Cambrenfis, Chap., XII.
Hen. I1. book 11. p. 68, 4to. ¢ Vinc. Galileo’s Dialogue on Ancient and Modern Mufic, p.
3 Giraldus’s Topog. of lreland, chap. XI. 143, &c. folio edition, printed at Florence in t§82, and atter
* Probably this was 8¢, Coemgen, Keivin, or Coemgenus, who | that in 1602. Galileo was an admirable performer on the .

flourifhed about the latter end of the fifth century ; {cholar of | Lute.
§t. Petrock the Briton. Coemgenus founded the eelebrated 7 Dantv flouriflred about the year ;300.

are
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are wont to let the nails of both their hands grow to a
in the manner we fee the quills on the jacks of the Spinnets. The number of {trings

among the Jews the Cithara,
.Lhe diftribution of the {trings of one of thefe Harps,

far as 60 ; whereas we read, that
ftrings.
means of a very obliging gentleman of Ireland
of the Harp with a double row of S2rings,
(without a thadow of reafon) affert, that
that none but themfelves can play

which was a

delcribe it, for the fake of thofe who may defire it’
Jour oitaves, and one tone ; not major, or minor,
above [a:d to be contained in a key'd inftrument.
flat, is double C ; and the higheit ftring is D in alt
ftrings on the left fide are to be diftributed according

that are in the oppofite row to thefe, that is on the right fide,
mult give, as we may fay, the chromatic kind, agreeable in its

follow next, afcending the fcale,
ones, on the left fide.
ones on the right, as may be feen in the example -,

of each diatonic be altered, and tuned in one or

and let thefe be arrang’d in the place of thofe in the diatonic,

proceeding was fo ordered by its author for the
particularly in making diminutions, and lengthening

times C, five D, four E, four F, four G, four A, four B flat, and four B natural.
unilons of A. Four fharps of ¢, four fharps of f; four tharps of g,
make the number of §8 firings. But there are wanting,
the four fharps of 4, and the four flats of a; for which, in thofe modes, or melodies, where thefe
occur, their unifons which are among the chromatic ftrings, are accommodated

») I found, on careful examination, to be the fame as

they have lately invented it,

upon it, or underftand its temperament, which they hold in fuch
great eltimation, that they have ungratefully denied it

are to be tempered diatonically, according to
The 13, that follow next above the firft

96

confiderable length, trimming them with great care
are 54, 56, and as
or Pfalterion of the Prophet, had only 10
(which I obtained a few months ago, by
that
; although fome
endeavouring to perfuade the vulgar,

few years ago introduced into Iraly

to many ; in fpite of whom, however, I will here

: The 38 frings, which are mounted on the Harp, contain
as fome have imagined, but of the meafure which I have
The loweft (tring, therefore,

: when

as well for a fharp as for a
they are to be tuned for B flat, the 16 lower
to the nature of the common diatonic, and the 14
(leaving apart the unifon of D, and A))
nature to the faid diatonics. The 1 5 that
the mode of the 16 lower
16, are now to do the office of the lower
It then you want to play in B natural, let the flats
the other of the chromatic, inftead of the B flat ;
both on the right, and the left. Thjs mode of

convenience and facility of the fingers of both hands,

founds. We find thus among the faid ftrings; five

Four unifons of D, four
and the four flats of ¢ ; which in all
for the perfe&ion of the diverfity of harmony,
ftrings
to them; which unifons pro-

duce a great facility in the'diminutions, as appears manifeltly in pradtice ; which facility is the caufe that
they are generally diftributed in the manner I have mentioned.”’

‘“ The Harp is fo fimilar to the Epigonium and the Simicum ’, thatit m

them ; nordol think he would be much miftaken,
the fame manner and proportion in the one as in the
not introduced till after they began to play

ay with reafon be faid to be one of

who thould maintain, that the ftrings were tuned in
other inftrument, feeing that thefe inltruments were
in confonant parts ; and what diftribution is belt adapted to

this, has been fully explained.” See more of the double {tringed Harp, in page 99.

' Galileo continues as follows : ¢ And let all others of fo bad
a difpofition remember, that if thofe men diltinguifhed in di-
vers noble profeflions, had not with fo much labour of their
cwn, and for the benefit of pofterity, left behind fo many vo-
lomes concerning thofe arts, they would now be perfeétly ig-
norant of them, and the fame of thofe would now be wholly
obfcured. Whereas by means of the exceilence of their writ-
ings, they live for ever in our memory, and cvery one may
" thercby become very fkilful, and at the fame time (we may
truly fay) happy ; if in fa@ happinefs in this world confifts in
nothing but to know and underftand the truth of things. |
Prompted by whofe example, the noble and virtuous minds of
our times readily take pains to learn the fciences, for no other
purpofe but to tacilitate and illuftrate them by their writings,
without ever refufing, or concealing, any thing they know, to
thofe who do not know it, and with to learn it. Thofe un-
grateful perfons do not perceive, that the little they know,
they have learnt from the one and the other ; who, if they
had been tenacious, or unwilling to impart, thefe muft needs
have been very unhappy.” :

* In the p]gz:, or IEEL of the ftrings of this Harp, defcribed
in Galileo, p. 144, it had 29 ftrings, in each of the two rows ;
that is, D. at top, and DD at bottom, in the right-hand row;
and C at top,and CC at bottom, in the left=hand row. It feems

they were tuned in different keys, as occafions required thgm_;
and part of one row, and part of the other, ferved for the incie

dental flats and fharps ; the remainder were unifons in both

the rows.

¥ +¢ To tell you briefly what I think of the Epigonium, and
the Simicum, I hold that the matter and form was a wooden
frame, in both fomewhat fimilar to that of a Hoarp. However,
I fubmit to the better judgment of thofe who underftand the
matter better than I do. The Epigonium was invented by Epi-
gonius of Ambracia, the head of a tamous {e&, a little before, or
after, Socrates, as we are told by Porphirius, in his notes upon
the mufic of Ptolemy. Which Epigonius (as is afferted by Fulius
Pollux) was the firit who ufed to ftrike the trings with the fin-
gers, inftead ot the pleétrum ; which manner of touching the
trings, together with the number of them, argues that he
played in confonant parts ; which manner was terwards (as
we learn from Suetonius Tranquillus) followed alfo by Nero ;
that author tells us, that Nero, having once appeared publickly
in the theatre, in the midft of feveral muficians, firft played
very pretty prelude with his fingers, and then began to [{ng."
Galilea’s Dialogue on Mufic, p. 39. — As to the Simicum, {fome
fay it was invented by Simicus, and that it had 35 ltrings, that
is, 22 diatonic notes, befides the unifons, and perhaps chroma-
tics. Probably it muft have been invented prior to the Ep; .
gomum, which had 40 firings; 20 of them are faid to have
been diatonics, and the others were unifons and chromatics.—

G?ﬂfmau‘: Mufical Dictionary, p. 149. And Galileo, pp. 39
and 40,

Returning
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¢« Returning now to the invention and origin of modern inftruments, { fay, that (on account of the agree.
ment of the name, of the form, and of the number, difpofition and matter of the ftrings, although its
profeflors in Italy fay, that they have invented it ;) from the Harp, moft probably the Harpfichord had its
origin 3 which inftrument is nothing but a horizontal Harp : and, from it, may be derived the key'd inftru-
ments of touch '.”’ |

We have likewife another proof that the Italians had not the Harp ; Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus, (a writer
in the reign of Augu/ftus,) {peaking of Evander,and Carmenta, fays, among other inventions, they intro-
duced into Italy the ufe of the Lyre, the Trigon, and the Lydian Pipes, when, before, paltoral Reeds
formed the only mufical inftruments *, —=——

The moft ancient Irith Harp now remaining, is that which is {aid to have belonged to Brian Boiromb,
king of Ireland, who was flain in battle with the Danes at Clontarf, near Dublin, A.D. 1014. His fon
Donagh, having murdered his brother Teige, in the year 1023, and being depoled by his nephew, retired
to Rome, and carried with him the crown, the Harp, and other regalia of his father, which he prefented to
the Pope, in order to obtain abfolution. Adrian the IVth, furnamed Breakfpear, alledged this circum-
{tance as one of the principal titles he claimed to this kingdom, in his bull transferring it to Henry IL
Thele regalia were depofited in the Vatican, till the Pope fent the Harp to Henry VIII. with the title of
Defender of the Iaith ; but kept the crown, which was of maffive gold. Henry gave the Harp to the firft
earl of Clanricard, in whofe family it remained till the beginning of this century ; when it came by a lady
of the De Burgh family into that of Mac Mahon, of Clenagh, in the county of Clare, after whofe death
it pafled into the pofleflion of commiflioner Mac Namara, of Limerick. In 1782 it was prefented to the
right honourable William Conyngham, who depofited it in Trinity College Library, Dublin ; where it ftill
remains. This Harp had only one row of [trings ; is 32 inches high, and of extraordinary good workman-
{hip ; the found-board is of oak, the pillar and comb, of red fallow; the extremity of the uppermolt bar,
or comb, in part is capt with filver, extremely well wrought and chiffeled. It contains a large cryftal fet
in filver, and under it was another {tone, now loft. The buttons, or ornamental knobs, at the fides of the
bar, are of filver. On the front of the pillar, are the arms, chafed in filver, of the O’Brien family; i. e.
the bloody hand, fupported by lions. On the fides of the pillar within two circles, are two Irifh wolf-dogs
carved in the wood. The ftring-holes of the found-board are neatly ornamented with efcutcheons of brafs,
carved and gilt ; the founding-holes have been ornamented, probably with filver, as they have been the
objett of theft. This Harp has 28 ftring-fcrews, and the fame number of firing-holes to anfwer them,

confequently there were 28 ftrings *. The bottom, where it refts upon, is a little broken, and the wood
very rotten, The whole bears evidence of an expert artift .

' Galileoy p. 1435 &c. Kircher likewife imagines that the

Harp firlt furnifhed the idea of a Harplichord.

* Dionyfiusy, Lib. 1. p. 26, edit. 1586 — Dion. Hal. Lib. II.
Carmenta was a prophetefs, and mother of Lxander ¢ {he left
Avrcadia, and came mnto Italy, with her {fon, about A.M. z276o.

Polybiuiy Lib IV. {peaks at large concerning the delight of
the rcadians in Mulic : for he fays,  That {cience is ufeful
to all men, but even neceflary to the Arcadians, who are ac-
¢ultomed to great hardthips. For, as their eountry is rough,
their feafons inclement, and their paftoral way ot life hard,
they have this only way of rendering nature mild and tractuble;
vherefore they train up their children, from their very infancy,
ull they are 3oyearsof age,in fimging hymns in honour of Gods
and Heroes. It 1s no difgrace among them to be unacquaintd
with other fciences, but to be ignorant of Mufie is a great re-
proach. From thefe manners of the Arcadians arofe the
#iction of the Poet, that Pan, the god of the Arcadians, in-
vented the pipe, and was in love with the nymph Echo. For,
Arcadia, being mountainous and full of woods, abounds with
echues 3 whence not only the inhabitants of that country, but
alio the mountains, woods, and trees, are faid to fing.”” Sece
the V1tlth Eclogue of Firgil, and the Xth, 25.

We learn trom famblichus, that the found of the fmith’s
hammers, taught Pythagoras to invent the Monochord, an in-
ttrpyment for mealuring the quantities and proportions of
founds geometrically., This philofepher, obferving that the

diverfity of found was owing to the fize df the hammers, fuf.
pended four equal ftrings, fultaining weights of twelve, nine,
eight, and fix pounds ; then, ftriking aﬁ:rnamiy the {trings
which fuftained the twelve, and fix pounds, he found that the
diapafon or o&tave was formed by the proportion of two to one.
Thetwelveand eight pound weightstaughthim, that the digpente,
or fifth, was in the proportion of three to two ; and the twelve
and nine pounds, that the diate/faron, or fourth, was as four te
three. I muft refer the curious reader, for further fatisfaion,
to the twenty-fixth chapter of Jamblichus,de Vita Pithagorae.—

3 The Harp of Mr. Jonathan Hehir, of Limerick, which
was made by John Kelly, in the year 1726, contains thirty-
three ftrings, is five-feet high, and feems to be made of red
fallow. Itdoes not appear that the Irifh Harp had any more
than one row of ftrings, until Robert Nugent, a Jefuit, intro-
duced the Harp with a double row of itrings, in the 15th
century. Grat. Lucius, p. 37. Though it was more proba-
ble that the Irith had it from the Welth ; becaufe, the Bard,
Dawydd Benwyn, who flourifhed about the year 1580, men-
tions his Harp having 29 ftrings, or more ; which probably
were in two rows.—And Merfenne’s Treatife on Mufic, publifh-
ed in the year 1632, delcribes a Harp with three rows of
ftrings ; and I never heard of any country’s having a triple
Harp but the Welth:

+ ColleBanea de rebus Hibernicis, Number 13. Encyclopedia
Britannisa ; printed at Edinburgh, 4to. Vel. VII1, Part I,
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How the Harp originally came to be the armorial enfign of Ireland is a matter which has often been a
fubjeét of inveftigation among the curious. According to Tindal’s Hiftory *, all the ancient pennies that
have the head in a triangle were Irifh coins, which triangle is fuppofed to reprefent the Irith Harp. Others
think the triangle alludes to the Trinity. King 72bn, and his two fucceflors, were the earlieft monarch’s
who ufed the triangle conftantly on their money”. From this triangle, perhaps, proceeded the arms of
Ireland. There is a groat of king Henry the VIJIth, which has on one fide of it the arms of England, on
the reverfe a Harp crowned, and Frane. Dominus Hiber. which is the firft time that the Harp appears
diltin&tly reprefented on the coins. It was ftruck about the year 1530 %

According to a paper which was delivered to the Royal Irith Academy, Dublin, the following account
is given of the arms of Leinfter* ¢ In the fuite of the firft Milefian princes were a celebrated Bard, and
a Harper, both in great favour ; on the partition of the country, Heber wanted to retain both ; this was
oppofed by his brother Heremon, equal in power : to avoid difputes the choice was to be determined by lot,
which fzll to Heber, who chofe the mufician; and, as this contelt happened in Leinfter, to commemorate
the event, as well as their love of mufic, the Harp was afflumed as the provincial arms.” See farther in
the preceding page. . |

There is a coin which feems to have relation to Ireland, where a crowned king is, or David piaying on
the Harp, over which is the crown of England and Floreat Rex ; on the reverle, a mitred Bithop, (or St.
FPatrick, the Briton, who reformed the Irifh %,) holding a double crofs, and ftanding between a church and
a ferpent, which he feems to drive away. There is another of St. Patrick preaching to the people, with a
trefoil in his right-hand °.

It appears by Sir William Segar’s MSS. in the Herald’s Office, London 7, that he was prefent when it
was debated before the privy-council, and the commiflioners for executing the office of earl-marfhal, on
the acceflion of James the Firft to the throne of England, what would be the proper mode of quartering the
Royal arms ; and, it being determined that the Harp for Ireland fhould be in the third quarter; Henry
Howard, earl of Northampton, one of the council, who (as Segar fays) fhewed no affetion to fuffering
the fame, rofe up, and faid, ¢ that the belt reafon he could obferve for the bearing was, that it refembled
the country, in being fuch an inltrument, that it required more coft to keep it in tune than it was worth.”

Stanibur/¥’s Hiftory of Ireland® relates, ¢ that, whillt the Irith were at {upper, a Harper ufually attended,
who was often blind, and by no means fkilled in mufic, fo that he fometimes offended the accurate ears of a
connoiffeur. Yet, by {triking the ftrings, he uniformly delighted the commonalty with his rude harmony.”
Again he fays, « therelives in our age (viz. about the year 1584) a man of thé name of Cru/fus, who,
according to every one’s opinion, is very eminent on the Harp. e very much abhors that confufed
found which is produced from unftretched ftrings, and are in themlielves difcordant. On the other hand,
he keeps fuch rules with regard to his meafure, and agreement of melody, and obferves o much concord
in his mufic, that he wonderfully delights his auditors, infomuch that they do not hefitate to declare, thart he
is rather the only, than the greatelt Harper. 'Whence it may be deduced, that the Harp has not hitherto
been wanting to Muficians, but Muficians to the Harp. The Irith alfo ufe the Bagpipes, which appear
among(t them an incentive to warlike valour ; for, as other foldiers with the found of Trumpets; fo
thefe, with the found of Pipes, are infpired with ardour for the fight *.”’ ——u—

* Tindal's Hiflory of England, Vol. 1. p. 281.

* Ibid. p. 287.

3 Simon’s Effay on Irifb Coins, g4to. And Ware’s Antiguilies
of Ireland, Voi. 11. chap. 32. It feems probable that the g‘larp
was borne in the arms of the kings of England prior to Henry
the V1ilth, becaufe Cole, vifcount Ennifkellen, traces his de-
fcent from Henry the lII. &c, (Sir John Cole was created
lord Ranclagh, and the prefent defcendant is Charles Jones,
vifcount Ranelagh:) another reafon that favours this opinion is
they bore a golden Harp with filver flrings in their coats of arms,
which 1 believe is the only tamily that has it, except the Royal
Family, and ghe motto is, ** Worfhip God—Serve the King.” 1
have fome récolleéion of haviug feen the Harp in the armo-
rial bearings of Henry the 111, or the 1Vth, though I cannot
be certain, and | only mention this, in hopes that fome judici-
ous perfon will take the trouble,toinveltigate farther inuncient
and anthentic Books ol Heraldry. The city of Dorcheiler af-
{umes the Harp in its bearings, or arms ot England. Likewife,
the archbithop-fee of Derry, in Ireland, has the Harp for its
enfign.

*+ A paper written by Mr, O’ Halloran, on the arms of Ire.

land, which was fent to the prefident of the Royal Irifh Aca-
demy, Dublin, in the year 1786.

 Giraldus Cambrenfis Topographia Hibernie, Chap. 16 : and
the notes in p. 13 of this work.

S Lvelyn on Medalsy p. 133,
Vol. 11. chap. 3z.

7 Vol. IIL. 1132. in Coll. Armor.

There is a molt perfe¢t Harp on the great-feal of king James
the I. who was the happy uniter of three kingdoms under
one head, and called it Great. Britain ; and the firit of our
monarchs that quartered the arms of thofe three kingdoms in
one thield, by the addition thereto of the infignia of Seot/and
and Jreland, to which his motto of Tria in Uno Junda feemeth
to have relpeét, which is alfo tamped on his coins.  §anford’s
Genealogical Hiflory, p. 546.

* Rickard Slangugﬂi, Dublinienfis, de Rebus Hibernia Geflis, p.
38, &c. See more in Holinfbed's Hifl. Book 1l. Chap.8. And
in Spenfer’s View of the State of Ireland.

v It does not appear that the Irifh had the pipes in Giraldus’
time: fee the preceding page ¢§.

- Cc

And Ware's Aniig, of Ireland,

About
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About the year 1400, the fcience of mufic had made fuch progrefs in Scotland, that one of its princes,
Yames Stuart, the firft of that name, (who was educated while a prifoner in England, at the command of
Henry the Fourth,) is reprefented by the Scotch hiftorians as a prodigy of erudition. He civilized the
Scotch nation. Among other accomplifhments, he was an admirable mufician, and particularly fkilled in
playing on the Harp®.  Yohn Major mentions, that this Monarch’s Cantilene were commonly fung by the
Scotch as the moft favourite compofitions, and that he played better on the Harp than the moft fkilful Irifh,
or Highland Harper *

¢« The amufements of the Highlanders by their fire-fides were, the telling of tales, the wildeft and moft
extravagant imaginable : mufic was another: in former times the Harp was the favourite inftrument,
covered with leather, and {trung with wire 3, but at prefent, is quite loft there 4.”’

Buchanan, in his Hiftory of Scotland, {peaking of the inhabitants of the Hebrides, fays, ¢ Inftead of a
Trumpet, they ufe the Bag-pipe. They delight very much in mufic, efpecially in Harps of their own
- fort, fome of which are ftrung with wire, others with inteltines of animals ; they play on them either with
a pleltrum, or with their long nails. Their only ambition feems to be to ornament their Harps with much
filver, and precious ftones. The poorer fort deck theirs with chryftal, inftead of gems. They fing verfes
not unikilfully compofed, which almoft always confilt of the praifes of their men of valour, nor do
their Bards treat of hardly any other fubjet . Munro’s Account of the Natives of the Weftern Iflands
of Scotland, fays, ¢ They delight in mufic, efpecially in Harps or Clair/e’chau decked with filver, after
the manner of the Britons™®,” ——

It appears the Bards were formerly in high eftimation in Scotland, as well as in Wales, and Ireland, and
were retained in the family of every great lord. 1 find there is fome veltige of it ftill remaining, that of
Tulli-bardin, in the county of Perth, whence the duke of Athol derives the title of marquis of Tu//i-bardin.
Likewife, the late earl of Eglingtoun, informed me, that he had a portion of land amongft his eftate,
near Eglingtoun-caftle, in Scotland, called the Harper’s land, which ufed to be allotted by his anceftors
to the Bard of the family 7.

I am informed, that, about the clofe of the laft century, John Glafs, and John Macdonald, Bards hy
profeflion, whu refided, and were refpeted as fuch, in the houles of two Highland Chiefs, travelled f; ifty
miles, and met by appmntment at Lochaber, to vindicate their own honour, and that of their refpeltive
Chiefs, at a public meeting, in a poetic and mufical contett.

I fhall now quote a foreign author, as it tends to furnifh farther information refpeting the Harp, and
one who, I fhould imagine, was no bad judge of fuch matters, both as a theorift and a pra&itioner. His
name is Thom. de Pinedo, who wrote notes upon Stephanus de Urbibus, in the year 1678 ; where he has
inferted a thort Differtation on Mufic, in which are thefe words: ¢ I was incited to give an account of
mufical intervals, by the learned differtation of Foan. Albert. Bannus ; in which he defires fome one will
give a new conftitution of mufic, by placing hemitones between all the tones, fo that the art of mufic
may be rendered complete, and fit to move the paffions. I will gratify his deﬁre? which I am enabled to
do by my fkill on the Harp with two rows of firings, the queen of all mufical inftruments; in which, on
account of the number of its {trings, viz. 39, may be feen, as in a glafs, all the mufical intervals ; and ‘by
whofe fweet harmony, arifing from the difcordant agreement of ftrings, ftruck with the fingers, inftead of
a ple&trum, I have long not only amufed myfelf, but have allo relieved the mifery attendmg an undeferved
banifhment from my native country % —

For a confiderable length of time has the Harp contributed to keep alive the elegant pleafures of feveral
polifhed nations, but more particularly the courts of Britain ; and probably this inftrument was afterwards
acquired byother nations, when the Btitifh tribes fpread themfelves over the neighbouring ifles, and countries.

i

' Lefley. de Reb. Gefl. Scot. Lib. VII. pp. 257, 266, 267.
Edit. 1675, 4to.

* Majory Geft, Scot. Lib. V1. cap. 14. fol. 135. Ed. 1521, 4to.

2 Strings of gold, or of filver wire in Hurps, or Harpfi-
chords, I think would yield a found almolt twice as ftrong as
thofe of brafs, and thofe of {teel ; the latter produces a feebler
{found than thofe of brals, as br..lng both lefs heavy and lefs
dudtile than gold.

* Mﬂ or. ﬁml Pennant’s Tour in Smffﬂmf Iﬁ‘, ; Bvo. edit.
It wil bt. neceflary to obferve here, that the '-?r:ntr:h have no
fuch a thing as an Ancient and ..r‘furﬁ:ﬂ!:c Manufcript, like what
the Irith, or the Welth arg geflefled ot.  T'hofe who wifh for
a iurthr:r ;:zrnf I retert !,60 Johnfon, Mr. Pinkerton, and
otaers.

* Buchanan’s Hiflory of Scotland, Book 1. (Written about the
year 15065.)

 Munro’s Hiftory., And Lewis’s Ancient Hiflory of Great-Bri-
tain, p. 234, fol.

? Alfo, Gilbert le Harpour held lands in Cheflterton, War-
wickfhire, of thE kl“L, by grand fergeantry,=Blount’s Tenures,
by Beckaith, p.
The furname nf Hﬂr ery without doubt, firlt originated from
that profeflion. A Harp was formerly borne by the name of
Haqﬁbam and was confirmed to Robert Harpham, of Marfleet,
in the county of York, by William Ryley, E{q. Norroy at Arms,
about A. D. 16357, Guilin’s Heraldry, fixth edition, p. 295.

S Stephanus de Urbibus ; Artic. llmnth And Bk.nj"unm

Stillingfleet’s Principles and Power of Harmony, Chap. V.

To
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To confirm what | have faid before, that the Harp was the moft noble and favourite inftrument of the
Cymry, or Ancient Britons and Gauls, I will cite fome documents, which tend to elucidate its progreffive
improvements, from the works of the old Bards, and from the beft Englifh and other writers ; nor could

authors exprefs their opinions of it ftrongly enough, but by inculcating that it was ufed in Heaven. Inthe
book of Revelation of St. Fobn, it is called ¢ the Harp of God *.”’—<¢ And I heard the voice of Harpers

T 2

harping with their Harps: And they fang as it werea new fong before the throne *,”

¢« 'With faintly fhout, and folemn jubilee,

¢¢ Where the bright feraphim in burning row

¢ Their loud up-lifted angel-trumpets blow,

¢ And the cherubic hoft, in thoufand quires,

¢ Touch their immortal Harps of golden wires ;

« With thofe juft fpirits that wear vitorious palms,
““ Hymns devout, and holy pfalms

‘¢ Singing everlaltingly.”——ilon. And Revelation, Chap. XV.

—— ¢ And the found,
«“ Symphonious, of ten-thoufand Harps, that tun’d
‘“ Angelic harmonies.” Milten.

‘¢ Sing unto the Lord with thank(giving, fing praife upon the Harp unto our God."”—2/a/m 147, v. 7.
- %¢ Take the Plalm, bring hither the Tabret, the merry Harp, with the Lute.”——p/u/m 81, v. 2.

Mi vumy ngwynvryn, ynlljs Cynvelyn ; I have been at the court of Cyavelyn, on Tower-hill
M: vum va-dd Telyn i Léon Llychlyn.” , I havebeen chief Bard of the Harpto Léonof Lochlin,
¥ Divregawd Taligfin. The Serious Muje, by Taliefin, A.D. §40.
 Dimmai ni thalai °’r Telynorion, The Harpers were not worth a halfpenny ;
Nid llai y prydai y Prydyddion.”” —— But never the worfe were the Poet’s lays.
Dofbarth yr ymryfon, Talicfin- Crilicifm on the conteff of the Bards, by Talifin.
See note §, tn page 26+
« Telynior tal ei awenydd, | This Harper, bleft with lofty Mufe,
“ Trwythiw beirdd mewn traethaubydd.” G. Glya,145¢c The Bards in briny floods imbrues.—Quwen’s Di8ionary.
Englyn ¢r Ilgywair Véch. Stanza on the J/gywer, or {mall Harp *.
¢ Per! per! Ifyywair oes cainc, mawr voliant How {weet, I/zywer, is thy charming found,
¢¢ Mor velus gan ievainc ; ‘ Which makestheyouthful heart withtranfport bound 1
¢ Aml o ofgedd mélus-gainc, | Thy various notes, mellifluous and ftrong,
¢ Aur bibau cerdd ar bib cainc. Flow tuneful as the golden pipes of fong *!

* So called from the key which it was tuned in ; or, perhaps, a little Harp, fuch as was formerly ufed to play on horfeback,
the bottom of which had two crofs feet, fomething like a camp {tool, to keep it ftcady on the horfe’s fhoulders.

My countryman, Sir John Gower, the father of Englifh poetry, and preceptor to Chaucer, has the
following paflage ;
Ve taught her till MHe wag certapne
Dt Harp, Cirole +, and of Riote, -
dlith many a tetone, and manp a note s, Confeffio Amantis, wrote about the year 1380, fol. 178.

An elegant Couplet which was written on a Harp :

“ Mae o leifiau melylion, Within the concave of its womb is found
¢ Mil o hyd ym mola bon.’’ " The magic fcale of foul-enchanting found.

“ His word is more than the miraculous Harp.” ———=Siakepeare’s Tempeft, 48 I1. ferne 1.

¢ The office of a phyfician isto put the curious Harp of a man’s body int tune.” === Bacon.

* Revelation, Chap. XV. verfe 2. 2 3 D. Samwell.
* Revelation, Chap. X1V. verfes 2 and 3; and Chap. V.| « Query, Whether Citole is the fame with Cittern, or Guite
verics 8 and 9- tar ; or derived from Ciffella, a little chelt, meaning the dul=
We know not what they do above, cimer ; a performer uponit was called Cyteller, or Cylteller.
_Save, that they fing, and that they love, e ! Sce more in page 90, and 9z,

¢ Fur
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“ For now to forrow muft I tune my fong,
¢« And fet my Harp to notes of faddelt woe.”

« Angelic Harps are in full concert heard,

A DISSERTATION ON THE WELSH HARP, &c.

“ And voices chaunting from the wood-crown’d hill.”’ e Thom/5e’s Seafon:.

“ Yon white-rob’d Bards, fweeping their folemn Harps,
¢¢ Shall lift their choral warblings to the fkies,”" mm——— 3u/on's Caraucus.

¢ Hark! his hand the Harp explore ;
¢ Bright-eyed fancy hovering o’er.”

e e (5 ray’s Ol

¢ A golden Harp with filver ftrings fhe bore.” ————Cowley’s Complaint.

¢ A bevy of fair women, richly gay

¢ In gems and wanton drefs; to th” Harp they fang

¢ Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on.”

Englynion Molawd y Delyn,———

Telyn i b6b Dyn doniawl! —divafwedd
Ydoedd Viwfig nevawl ;

Telyn vwyn-gdn ddiddanaw! !

Llais Telyn a ddychryn Ddiawl! !

Nid ocs hawl i Ddiawl ar Ddyn—mwyn cywraint,
Y mae’n curo ’r Gelyn ;
Bwriwyd o Saul yfbryd fynn,
Diawlaidd, wrth ganu’r Delyn.
Rev. Gronwy Owen, who flourifbed about the year 17 50.

For expreflion,and variety, the Harp has no rival, which will be acknowledged by all who know how
the heart is foothed by its delicate and fofter founds, as well as animated by its more powerful, and

l!fﬂ'ﬂ-

Poetical Bloffoms in praife of the Harp.

l Ni ddaw diawl i annedd dyn,

At bael, lle bydds Telyn ;
Velly Davydd §* herwydd byn, a ganodd
E giliodd y gelyn.

Pan vo meddwl dwl mewn dyn—ac yfbryd
Drwg afbri’n ei ddilyn ;
Dwylaw ar dannau’r Delyn,
A dola van gwacethav gwin.
W. Jones. Llangadoan, 17570.

{prightly tones. This is elegantly exprefled by a Welfh Bard in the following {tanza :

Divyrweh, didrweh, didrais, tawelaidd,
Yw Telyn byvrydlais ;

Cry’ odlau, cywir adlais,

Newolaidd wiw kwyfaidd lais.

O Harp ! within thy magic cells

Light, airy glee, and pleafure dwells
And gentle rapture rings ;

‘While clear-voic’d echo fends around

See more on the fame fubje& ia pp. 62, 72, and 77 3 and - 1he heavenly gale of tuneful found,

in the-nete below ',

' The following is a lilt of poems which were written by
different Bards to folicit a Harp, or in its commendation, &c.

Cowydd i ovyn Telyn, a chyweirgorn Arian dros Mr. Sién
Trevor, o Drev-alun, gan Mr. Siéncyn Gwyn, o Lanidlos ; o
waith Wiliam Lléyn ; written about A. D. 1550.

Cdwydd a barodd Davydd ab Gwilym, bencerdd Telyn, (nid
y Bardd o’r Deheudir,) ei wneuthuriovyn Telyn gan Edward
Sirk, pencerdd, o Delynior, o waith Hywel Retnallt; about 1480.

Cowydd i Delynior, o waith Tudur Aled ; about 1490.

Awdl i Efgob Bangor am efgeulufo Prydydd, a mawrhau
Crwth trithant ; o waith forwerth Beli : about 1340, —~—

Cowydd i1 ovyn Telyn i Sibn Rhifiart o gevn Caer, dros
Humphrey Wynn o Ynys y Maengwyn, a ganodd Siéz Phylip;
1580.

SCﬂW}'dd 1 ovyn
nodd Gwervyl, verch Guttyn,Tavarnwraig Tal-y-farn, 1560.
Cowydd Davydd Benwyn, i erchi Telyn Rawn ; 1584.—

Cowydd i ovyn Gordderch a Thelyn i Syr William Gruff-
ydd, Siambrlen Gwynedd, o waith Syr Davydd Trevor, o
Lanallgo, ym Mon ; 1480.

Cowydd iovyn Telyn gan Sidn Salfbri, o Lieweni, o waith
Thomas Prys, o Blis lolyn, Efq; 1580, ——

Cowydd Rifiart Cynaval, i erchi eEn. 1680, e

Cerdd Volawd i’r Delyn, o waith Davydd Fones,———

Cerdd i ovyn Telyn i 5i6n Prys, gan un ai enw Wiliam
Llwyd, Llangedwyn, o waith Cc:dwa!a«:?;,rr Roberts,

14

Telyn Rawn gan Ivan ab Davydd, a ga- |

[

From all th” accordant ftrings.

Cyffelybiad rhwyng Morvudd a’r Delyn, o waith Davydd
ab Gwilym. See page 206 of his works,——

Cowydd yn dangos fa gyvarwyddyd a ddylu v6d mewn
Bardd, o waith Jevan ab Lls. Fychan, 1470,

Cowyddau Edmund Prys, where he mentions the primitive
Bards, &c. ; No. 26, the 7th and 8th poems of this Pard’s
works, in the Welfh {chool : 1600. 3
““ A Deuddeg o Brydyddion, yn dalais dég dilys Dén.”’——

Awdl Glera, o waith Rhetin Clidro. “

Marwnad Rydderch Dauwaedd, Delynior, o waith Lesw
Morganavg ; about A. D. 1520, —~—

Mi glywais lawer iawn o {6n,

Am Robert Sign, o NamfTach * ;
Mi adwen hwn pe’dai ym Aon,
Wirth lais e1 ebillion bellach.

® Namffuch is near Cerrig y Drudion, in Denbighihire,

An E‘pimpﬁ intended for the late Mr. Parry, the Harper, who died

Odober the 7th, 1782,

Gwel vedd, a diwedd ar don, {ain peraidd
Sién Parry, Rhiwabon;
Blaenor y l'elynorion,
Carai ’r iaith, a geirian’r 16n -

See allo page 50.

. | The



A DESCRIPTION OF THE IRISH HARP, FROM AN ANCIENT POEM, &c. 103

The Bard, Davydd ab Gwilym, who flourifhed about the end of the 14th century, has given fuch droll
and interefting particulars refpecting the Irith Harp, as well as the Wellh Harp of that period, that I am
unwilling to omit any thing which may throw light on the fubject ; therefore fhall avail myfelf of it, by
giving a literal tranflation of his Cowydd y Delyn Ledr, or Poem on the Leathern Harp 3 which is as follows :
“¢ Grant, bounteous God, that the bleflings may dawn of the mirthful manners of Wales in times of yore !
The choiceft {pot ; a fair garden, for the enjoyment of life thou wert, whilft the time of Clera continued;
and the learning of the good old Cymry ! Now, alas! cold the news ; there is a noify ffrumming amongft
us, of difmal crazy fided Harps, or Leathern wickets. David had not one ftring from dead fheep ; long
profper the faith, The Minftrels of the ferious prophet David, with all the cunning of their divination,
never formed one Harp exquilitely pleafing, but of fhiny hair, yet pure the fong! Wilfe is the eafy and
{prightly defcription of the Harp {trung with glofly black hair.—The hair-ftrung Harp, a worthy gift ! by
the bounty of Heaven which came complete to Dawvid, and was, and henceforth fhall continue, from the
beginning of the world : an ample thought! till the day of doom ; awful contemplation !”

‘¢ There is none who would wifh for life among us, fhould he be fkilled in mufic ; for there is nothing but
the din of this Leathern Harp ; (fie on the office !) profperous it fhall not be, played with a horny nail of un-
pleafant form ; only the gracelefs bears it. For a learner, it will be difficult in a2 month to put it in tune—
the copper-tinted {trumpet; an ugly plague, like the naked curve of the rainbow, a frightful form. It is
the murmur of young fprawling crows, a pleafing brood affetted by the rain.—Having an ardent thirft for
perfection, I loved not its button-covered trough, nor its mufic ; nor its inteftines, founding eventful
difgult ; nor its yellowifh colour, nor its gaudinefs, nor its unconneéted angle, nor its bending pillar : it is
the vile that loves it. Under the preflure of the eight fingers, ugly is the fwell of its body, with its canvas
{mock : its trunk, and its hoarfe found, were but formed for an age-worn Saxon. Itis like the wild neigh-
ing and difmal roar of fome bay mare after horfes. The unceafing din through the night is a perfet
filter to the frightful yellow bag of Rbés'.”

¢ It is the noife of a lame goole among the corn; a fouealing, foolith, Iriflk witch; it is the rumbling
of the mill-ftream of crazy leap; and like the fhrieking, wry-necked hare. It is the wooden fickle of a
prude of yore, or the tottering fhin of an old woman,” | |

¢« Let every mufical Profeflor, {rom the Englith marches, as far as Monads ifle, learn to play upon a fair
Harp, with ftrings of jetty hair ; and to impart inftructions, as was ufual in the time of our old forefathers :
I proclaimit! As for the other, giftlefs, twanging one, let no difciple bear it in the face of day *.”

According to the above poem, Davydd ab Gwilym feems partial to the Harp {trung with glofly hair,
which formerly was curioufly plaited * : yet, it appears evident, from the ancient Welfh laws, that only
the under-graduates were obligated to ufe the hair-ftrung Harp until they took a degree?®. It feems alfo,
that the body of fome of the ancient Harps were covered with leather *; (fomewhat fimilar, perhaps, to

' The yellow plague, in the fixth century ; figuratively de-
fcribad to be a rerrible fiery ferpent.
® Barddoniacth Davydd ab Geilym, p. 277.
Sold by Willams in the Strand.
2 Tolyn Llyawelyn, {oll vedd,)
Y T’awyfog ben braint a?urafrf :

A thanneu rhamon, waith tazon rhewydd,

The tranflation of the fame,

The fiweet polifhed trunk, fair and light the load,
the form of a heart, between the brealt and the arm 3
a tone and found the ftrings produce :

- Ar eur-glod, cainc yr arglwydd To effeé this tone, four things concur ;
y .

3 . . .. _|wood, fkin, and hair, lovely and complete the gift 3
E::; ;11 lf;{::.tn; b}rD nggr: Cyneval, to folicit a | p. o® ool it be iy

The tranflation. |

The Harp of Llywelyn, the prince moft honoured through| A Minftrel, of nearly the fame period, likewife gives a des

ages, was completely filled with hair ftrings, curioufly braid-| gription of himfelf and Harp, in the following words :
ed, to hymn golden praifes to the Lord.

# « LEve a ddyly igan bob Cerddorion ievanc, pan ymada-| ¢ If';[ have my Harp, 1 cafe_fur no more,
wont a Thelyn rawn, amynnu bdd yn Gerddawr cyweithas ;| ¢ It is my treafure, I keep itin ftore ; AL
ac vn eirchiad bedair ar hugaint o ariant yn ei obrwy.”—| * For, my Harp is made of a good mare’s kin;
Leges Wallicae, Lib. L. p. 69, See alfo, pages 28 and 32 of|  The lirings be of horfe-hair, it maketh a good din.

this Book. ¢« My fong, and my voice, and my Harp doth agree,
s Lleddw lathr gaon vygr yfzavn vaich, ¢ Much like the buzzing of an humble bee:
Lilun calon rhawng bron a braich ; “ Yet in my country Ido make paftime. "
9én a Sawn o’'r Tannau [ydd, ‘““ In telling of prophecy which be not in rhyme.” ——
Bid i'r din bedwar deunydd, The Book of the Tvodutiiin of Knewiodes, b
Pren, Croen, a :RJE:EWH, cwbl-ddaws cils Jflﬂ'ﬁ:f B:: dr?. of 5 by
Ag Efgyra, rhaid i gfwgfgu.rh i mot s |
v &de 15S0 .
From a Poem of S10n Phylip, about g Dd ga
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the ancient Corwgl, Coracle, or Britifh boats, which were made of hoops, and covered with horfes hides,
as mentioned by Ce/ar, and Pliny.) 1 am informed by Mr. William Williams, that when a boy, he had
an old leathern Harp, which he ufed to play upon. The body eof it was hollowed, or fcooped, out of a
-piece of wood, and covered over with an ox’s fkin, which was fewed extremely tight at the back ; and the
pegs, which the ftrings were fcrewed with, were made of bone, or of ivory.

With regard to the compafs of the ancient Welth Harp, it is now difficult to alcertain this with precifion,
as it received various alterations, and improvements at different periods ; therefore, it is the fruit of deep
refearches of divers fpeculative lovers of mufic. The late Mr. Lewis Morris attributes its rife and progrefs
to the Bardic Druids, who had a great knowledge of mufic, when it was at the loweft ebb with all the
other European nations . There appears to have been 2 great deal of thought and art employed upon
the formation of this inftrument, and that it was not a work of chance! It may be a queftion worthy a
mathematician to anfwer, what curve the ftrings will form, fo as to bear all an equal ftrefs, fuppofing
them to incrgafe in thicknefs, from the fhorteft Treble to the longelt Bafs ftring, fo that none of them would
be more liable to break than another, and yet be equally tight under the fingers, according to their length,
when put in tune ?

On a farther inveftigation, I find there are mufical compofitions ftill in being, which I have already
mentioned in pages 28 and 29, that decidedly point out the compafs of the Harp at a very early period ;
fome of thofe melodies are faid to have been played about the year 520 * and they extend from G, the
firlt line in the bafls, to D in A/t ; (that is, 26 diatonic notes,) There are allo other pieces, in the fame
manafcript, of about the year 11c0, and fome later, which extend from double C in the bafs, to G in
Alt. According to Mercennus?®, the Cithara Antiqua, or Ancient Harp, had but one row of ftrings,
which confifted of twenty<our chords ; wiz. from G, the firft line in the bafs, to G, the fifth fpace in the
treble.

it appears by an addrefs, written to folicit a Harp, in the reign of Elizabeth, that, ¢ twenty-nine
ftrings, or more,” were then about the extent of the Harp* I fawan old Harp, that formerly belonged
to William ab Owen, of Pencraig Inco, in Caernarvonfbire, which is faid to have been made upwards of two
hundred years ago, about the reign of E/izabeth. It had one row of ftrings, confilting of thirty-three.
It was four feet nine inches high, and made of Pren Mafarn, or Sicamore wood, as all the Harps and
Viols are ftill made of, except the found-board, which is made of deal. Query, whether the fne Cedar
would not be better for making ftringed inftrements of, as King David, and King Solomon made all their
Harps, and Plalteries of Algum trees, or Cedar * ?

In early time, the fingle Harp was {mall and portable, and rather cenfined in the number of ftrings.
It was always obliged to be tuned when the key required to be changed; but, when any accidental fharp
was requifite in the middle of a tune, the performer ran up his hand clofe to the comb, and ftopped the
firing dexteroufly with his thumb, while he played it with his finger. Likewife, fome of the fingle-row
Harps had Gwrached °, which were, a kind of angular pegs ; the longelt end of each, ferved as a pin,
to keep the bottom, or knot end of the ftring faft in the found-board ; and the fhorteft angle of each of
them ferved for the ftring to vibrate againft, fo as to caufe a tremulous continuation of the found, not
very unlike the effe&t of a trumpet-marine. Sometimes thefe pegs were turned off the ftrings, about one.
fourth round, foas not to produce the tremuluous tones, me—

' Mr. Lewis Morris’s letter to the Cymmrodorion Sesiety, on ¢ Angyler bér rbang ceraint,
the firu®ture of the Welfh Harp. Alfo, Peter Ramus fays, A Uuniaidd yw, llawn o ddaint ;
¢ that Britain had twice the honour of inftruting Gaulby the Nodais doy ond ydyw ’flor,
Druids ®*, and by Alcuin+ ; which laft was of fingular fervice Naw a’r hugain, new’n rhagor,
to Charlemagne, in eftablithing the Univerfity at Paris.” A rhain yn_ffin er’s ennyd,
¥'n bér iawn o’r rbawn ar hyd, Davydd Beawyn, A. D, 1 584
“ ® Cefar’s Commentarics of kis wars in Gaul, Book V1. chap. 11. Thi . e . '
+ Alcwin flourifpocd in the latter part ﬁérh 8tb century. his poetical petition Ernbabl;r was written for an under-
Gough's Camden, Vol. 1, p. evii. of the Introdultion. graduate, becaufe it mentions hair ftrings : ——
% See page 92 —The firft kind of cedar is the cedar of
_ Lebanon. It is fometimes kept in the gardens of the curious:
2 See a!ﬂ_:r. Pennant’s Tour in Wales, Vol. L. p. 459, of the | the wood is of a reddifh colour, fomething refinous, of a ftrong
fecond edition. 4 aFm‘:_abIe {mell, and it is faid, it never will decay. Alfo, itis
: _ _ ufed in phyfic, as a fudorific.
* Merfennus, Liber Primus, de Inftrumentis Harmonicis,| ¢ The angular pegs are called Gawracked, probably from
propofito XL1II. p. 70, 16;2. -V their being crooked, like an old Hag.

In
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In procefs of time, the Double Harp, or Harp with two rows of ftrings, was invented, which fupplied
the deficiency, and obviated the difficulty, in fome degree, of the flats and fharps ; though they had 4
method of producing them long before, which .was by tuning, and by judicioufly ftopping the ftrings ;
the latter they executed, with great fkill, whillt they were playing: but, query, whether the found of
thofe could be fo clear as the other ftrings ? I have already delcribed the Double Harp, in the preceding
pages of g6 and gg.

The next improvement was the Triple Harp, or Harp with three rows of ftrings ; which probably was
invented in the fourteenth eentury ; though I have not been able to find any particurars refpecting it
fooner than about the year 1450, in a monody of the bard, Sign Lss, which contains the following

OF THE DOUBLE, AND THE TREBLE-STRINGED HARPS OF THE WELSH.

paflage :
Ve acth dy gymmar yn-vid, O, Reinallt! thy rival is dumb,
Durtur y Delyn Déirtud ! The turtle of the triple-ftringed Harp !
Ti fydd yn tewi a [int, Alas! thou has configned to filcnce
Telyn aur y Telynorion ! The golden Harp of Harpersi —m——

Davydd ab Edmwat.

See p. 44, &c.

Another poem, or petition, to folicit a Harp, has the following couplet :

Y digynnwr’ g'wéiriwr gorau,
Tra phér dynniad Tri phar dannau.

The beft, and gentle harmonizer
of {weeteft touch, with Three rows of [trings.

Cadwaladyr Roberts.

Galileo, in the year 1582, defcribing the double Harp, mentions the number of ftrings in Harps of that
period ; wiz.  fifty-four, fifty-fix, fifty-eight, and as far as fixty ' :** confequently, it feems more than
probable, that the latter was a #7iple Harp which he alludes to, as having fixty {trings. Mar/znnus, likewife,
in the year 1632, bhas delineated the triple Harp ; and fays, it extended four o&aves, but confifted
altogether of feventy-five firings *. ;

The prefent Triple Harp extends to the compafs of five o&taves, and one note ®. = The two outfide
rows are une diatonics, which are both tuned in unifons, and inany key that the performer means to play
in : the treble row of them conlfifts of twenty-feven {trings, that is, from A in &t down to Cin
the bafs ; and the oppofite row, or unifons, {which are played with the bafs hand,) extends from
A in g/t as low as double G in the bafs, which is thirty-feven ftrings : and the middle row, being the
flats and fharps, extends from a/to G- fharp, down to double B natural, in the bafls ; confifting of 34 ftrings.
All the three rows together, amount to zinety-cight firings. See this Harp delineated in the trophy of the
Mufica! Inftruments, in page 89.——In playing upon the Welfh Harp, as well as the Irith Harp, it has
always been cuftomary to incline it againft the left (houlder, and to play the treble with the left hand, and
the bafs with the right hand. But, the contrary is now more ulual in performing on the Pedal Harp,
which is, to relt it againft the right fhoulder, fo as to play the treble with the right hand, and the bafs
with the left. This recent cultom originated, probably, for the fake of making it more uniform, and
- familiar to thofe who play on the Piano-forte. « ‘Though, at the fame time it is evident, that the Harp(i.

chord firft originated from the Harp *.
There is one idea worthy of remark, the Druidic Bards had an extraordinary veneration for the number

* Vine. Galileo’s Dialogue on Ancient and Modern Mufic, p.
1413, &c.

4’ Merfennus, Liber Primus, de inftrumentis Harmonicis,
Propofito XLIII. p. 68 and 69.

3 Some of its prefent appendages were the additions of the
latter centuries.! I faw a painting, of an old Triple Harp,
which had only fifty-feven ftrings. Now there are fomeTriple
Harps that have above a hundred ftrings, including the three
rows together. '

It appears, by a Wellh {tanza, that Dawydd Morris, of
Débigam, near Llanrwit, who lived about 150 years ago, was
an eminent Harp maker at that time. Alfo it feems that a
white Harp, unvarnifhed, or uncoloured, was then not un-

common.
Oid Evan, who lived in London about the beginning of the
laft century, is faid to have been a famous Harp-maker, and

inftrudor of Fobn Richards, ot Llanrwst, in his art,

After him, Jobn Richards, who died about 25 years ago,
was the moft ce¢lebrated maker of the Triple Harp of his time.
In the latter part of his life, he was retained as a penfioner
at the late Mr. Gwynn’s, of Glan-bran, (a great lover of
mufic, in Caermarthenfhire ;) during that p:riuduyabn Rich-
ards made him upwards of fewenty harps ; becaufe Mr. Gwynn
had fuch a high opinion of his inftruments, that he defpaired

of ever attaining a good one, when John Richards died.——— -

+ The Manichordij, Clavicytherium, or Clawicimbalum, was
originally a kind of an upright Spinet, or Harpfichord ; and
fuppofed to have been conitrufted from the Harp. Afrer-
wards, it was made horizontal, and called Clavichord, Clari-
chord, or Virginal, becaule, it was played by Nuns, and young
Virgins. Atter that, it was fometimes termed Harp couched
orSpinet : then Harpfichord, Piano Forte, Grand Piano Forte,
&c.—= Merfennus de Inflrumentis Harmonicis, Lib. 1. p.6§— Lufci-

nius’s Mufurgia, p. 8 and 9» And fee the preceding page 97.—=
Three ;
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103 OF THE TRIPLE HARP, THE PEDAL HARP, &-.

Three'; for inftance, their Triads * ; their triplet verfes * ; their Harps being triangular, and their tuning
keys having three arms *; likewife, a little more than three centuries ago, the Harp received the addition
of a triple row of ftrings. The Harmonical Friad, or mufical confonance (of a fifth, a third, and funda-
mental note.) The Triple time, or mealure, in mufic: A Trio; a Canon®; &ec.

The next improvement on the Harp was the Pedals, by which addition this inftrument was
again reduced nearly to its original fize, and former {implicity of a fingle row of ftrings. The Pedal Harp
is ulually tuned in the key of E flat; and the ufe of the Pedals, is to make the occafional fharps, and
to alter it into the different keys without the trouble of tuning ; therefore, by thele mechanical pedals,
it evades thofe inconveniences which are fubje& to the Triple Harp, and is rendered much lefs com-
plicated, and commodious. At the fame time, ] am rather an advocate for the Triple Harp, becaufe I
admire its venerable and fiately appearance ; and particularly the {weet re-echoing effect of its unifons, which
are played with both hands, and are peculiar to that inftrument. Notwith{tanding, when it is compared
with the Pedal Harp, which has modern elegance, as well as conveniencés blended, confequently the
preference is given' in favour of the latter. The ufual compals of the Pedal Harp is from double G at
bottom to double D in a/4, confifting of forty ftrings: alfo, there are fome, that are of ftill greater
compafs. Sometimes the Pedal Harp is called the German Harp, becaufe its pedals are faid to have been
firft invented by a German. However, I fhall quote here what Dr. Burney fays on the fubjett:
¢ The Pedal Harp is very much prattifed by the ladies at Brufels as well as at Paris: itis a {weet
and becoming inftrument, and' lefs cumbrous and unweildy than our triple Welth Harp, The compafs
is from double Bb to I' in altiffimo ; it is capable of great exprefliqn, and of executing whatever can be
played on the harpfichord : there are about thirty-three ftrings upon it, which are the mere natural
notes of the diatonic fcale ; the reft are made by the feet. This method, of producing the half-tones
on the Harp by pedals, was invented at Bruffels, (about fifty years ago,) by M. Simon, who refides
in that city. It is aningenious and ufeful contrivance, in more refpets than one: for, by reducing
the number of ftrings, the tones of thofe that remain are improved ; as it is well known that, the lefs
an inftrument is loaded, the more freely it vibrates ¢.”’ ——

‘¢ The Harp pafled for the moft majeftic of inftruments; and, on this account, the French romancers
place it in the hands of their greateft heroes, as the ancient Greek-poets did the Lyre. It was in fuch
general favour, in the fourteenth century, that the old Poet, Machau, has made it the fubjet of a poem,
called Le Dic? de la Harpe, (the Ditty, or Poem, upon the Harp,) and praifes it as an inftrument too
good to be profaned in taverns, or places of debauchery, faying that it fhould be ufed by Knights,

cxplain the properties of certain numbers.

* What myflery might be in the number Thres, among the

Britons, is not eafy to determine, unlefs it were in regard to
its perteétion, as being the firlt of odd nambers, and con-
taining in it, a beginning, a middle, and an end. ¥or this
reafon it has been faid, that three was all. It islikewife called
the holy number,and was thought the moft proper and fit for
every thing that related to religion. There is now extant a
treatife in tolio, intitled, Myflica Numerorum Significationis, writ-
ten by one Peter Bongus, and publifhed at Bergamo, in the year

1585 ; the fole end of which is to unfold the myfteries, and

* Sze the Triads, in pages 10, 11, 12 ; and in 59, &c.
3 See pape 4 and 5.

¢ Alfo, Trimarchewys, or a Britith war chariot. had three
horfes, a charioteer and two attendants. * A tri March, agwys
or Guweifion”’ The Trefoil was much reverenced, and account-
ed the hufbandman’s Almanack, by reafon, when it fhutteth
in the leaves, it fortelleth rain. Their ancient feats are alfo
three-footed, or tripods, as well as their trevets, kettles, and
other implements. And Morgan {ays, that of old, the letter
T (7au,) was the Hieroglyphick of fecurity.

* A Canon, or {ong, in two, three, or more, parts. It is
extrao-dinary, though a fad, thatthe term Canon, appears as
far back as the fixth century, in Aneurin’s poem on the Months -
which runs thus : ¢ Mis Medi mydr y nghanon.” ;

In Seprember comes the metrical Canon.

A Canon is again mentioned by a Bard of the middle ages, |

in @4 poem of thanksfor a bow ;-

Brawd gawyn a brydai ganon,
Teg yw 0 Lan gatwyg 16n e Thomas Derllyz.

It is impoflible that the Ancient Britifh Bards fhould have

been ignorant of Harmony. They certainly knew it, long be-
fore Guido’s time. In the firflt place, the Harp is the earlicft
inftrument, it had the greatelt number of ftrings, and it was
the firft played with the fingers of both hands. Therefore, is
it probable,  that the Britons fhould have performed on the
Harp from time immemorial; and been obliged to.ftudy
twelve, or fifteen years before they paft their degrees ; and to
ufe both hands, and ten fingers, and yet to avoid falling into
fomething like counterpoint, or compofitions in parts? In fa&,
a third, a fifth, ora chord, are more eafily ftruck on the Harp,
than a fingle note, becaufe the firings lie convenient, and na-
tural for the hand. If any one wifhes for farther illuftration

on this head, fee pages 29, 35, 36, of this work. And proofs
from Ancient writers in Mr. Stillingfleet’s Principles of the
Power of Harmony, p, 132 and 133. '

6 Burney’s prefent flate of Mufic in Germany, Netherlands, and =
United Provinces, Vol. L. p. 59, fecond editiony otave. Likewife,
Dr. Burney mentions, that when he was 4t ienna, about
thirty-two years fince, * M. Mut, a good pecformer, play-
ed a piece on the fingle Harp, without pedals, which renders
it a very difficult inftrument, as the performer is obliged to
make the femitones by brafs rings with the left hand, which,
being placed at the top of the Harp, are not onlv hard to get
at, but difagrecable to hear, from the noife, which by a fudden
motion of the hand they occafion. The fecret of producing
the {emitones by Pedals, is not yet arrived at Pieana; and
the Double Harp is utterly unknown there. This player,
though highly efteemed, did not fulfil all my ideas of the

power of that inflrument.”  Mid, Vol I. p. 284.

Efquires,



OF THE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS OF THE WELSH, AND THE SAXONS, tof
Efqui‘res, Clerics, perfons of rank, and ladies with plump and beautiful hands; and that its courteous
and gentle founds fhould be heard only by the elegant and good. (At that period,) it had twenty-five

{trings 3 to each of which the poet gives an allegorical name : calling one /iberality, another sweaith, a third
politenefs, a fourth youth, &c. applying all thefe qualities to his Miftres, and comparing her to the

13

Harp “.
It does not appear that the Saxons had the Harp, nor letters *, prior to their arrival in Britain, which
was about the end of the fifth century, in the reign of Guwrtbeyrn, or Vortigern, the 82d king of Britain.

About the beginning of the eighth century, the Harp appears to have been in high eftimation among the
Saxons. Venerable Bede records, that at one of their fealts, for the fake of conviviality, it was agreed that
all the guelts fhould fing in their turn: as foon as Cedmon faw the Harp approach near him, he rofe up, for
fhame, from the table, and retired home 3. About that period alfo, it was ufual to learn both to read and
fing at fchools *. |

The manner of finging with the Harp, among the Britons, I have already mentioned, in pages 34, 33,
6o, and 61, of this work. Shakefpear alludes alfo to this cuftom of finging to the Harp, amongft the Englifh,
in the time of Henry the Fourth *. | n

The grand Coronation of Henry the Fifth, held at Weftminfter in the year 1413, is recorded by E/mbam,
from whom the following is literally tranflated . ¢ What feftival, I befeech you, ¢an be deemed more im-
portant than one which is honoured with the prefence of fo many royal perfonages ; but fuch a multitude of
chiefs, and ladies ; where the tumultuous founds of fo many trumpets compel the Heavens to re-echo
with a noife like thunder. The harmony of the Harpers, drawn from their inftruments, ftruck with the
rapideft touch of the fingers, note againit note, and the foft angelic whifpering of their modulations, are
gratifying to the ears of the guefts. The mufical concert alfo, of other inftruments, which had learnt to
be free from all fort of diflonance, invites to fimilar entertainment °.”

St. Dunftan, who lived in the tenth century, is reprefented by a writer of his life, that he could, like
Dawid, take the Pfaltery, handle the Organ, touch the Cymbal, and ftrike the Harp, And as David, with
his inftrument, calmed the difturbed fpirit of Sau/, fo did Dunffan, by his mufic, exhilarate the heart of his
Prince, after his being haraffed by worldly cares 7. This Saint’s Harp was indeed endued with a miraculous
power, which David’s never poflefled ; for, when fufpended on the wall of Dunffan’s cell, it would, without
the interpofition of aay vifible hand, pour out the moft harmonious founds °.

This reminds me of Zolus’s Harp, invented by Kircher, about the year 1649 °: which is fimply 4 box
with about 15 ftrings, or more, all tuned in unifon, or with an oltave : when this inftrament is put in a
window, the wind founds it, and fometimes produces a wonderful effect of harmony, and fwelling and
diminifhing of founds. If it was poflible to add tune, and time to it, it would be the moft perfe&t of all in-
- ftruments. The Zolian Harp is exquifitely defcribed, in a poem by Thomfon *°, and by others.

' ¢ Burney’s Hiftory of Mufic,”” Vol. II. p. 262. And Re ;uaﬂ':d round the table. Plutarch fymp. L. i. p. i. Athen. Dicp.
Medes de Fortune, par Mr. Machau.—On an antique ewer, du% . XV. Plato, de Leg. l. ii.
up near Soiffons, is a relllarclf_'intatim'} ri:;f fn;n: Tuti_i;ians;;nc ; * Beda, lib. V . cap. 6. —lib. 1L cap. 30.
which is a player on the Harp. e chapel of 8t. Fuliandes| |
Menefiriers, at Paris, was built in 1331, by Faques Grure and O InG}]::fjﬁhE:;td d?iﬁ'fsh}{l]zf tf:: }Vr.h- A& IIL. §c. 1.
Hugues de Lorrain, two of the Jongleurs, or Minitrels, of Philip| V™" ©J : iy
* de Valois, and on the portico of which are fome minftrels de- I can fpeak Englith, Lord, as well as you,
fcribed. See Burney's Hiflory of Mufic, Vol. 11. page 264. For I was trained up in the En lifth court ;
Likewife, I am informed, there is another church at Paris, Where, being young, I framed to the Harp
called §t. Fohn des Menefiriers, and founded by the Minftrels, Many an Englifh ditty.
m 1330. 6 - . .
"'%te Lﬁjd's Preface to his Archeologia Britannica ; At y| x TﬁT‘ de Elnbam Vits ¢t gyof. Hewry V. Edi. Hearne, cuf.
Cymry. ‘¢ Lewis’s Ancient Hiltory of Great Britain, page é1,| ~ C? 3 3;::
of the Introduion.” Andnote 10in plfcs 7and 8, andas| o

far as page 16, of this volume of the Bards. g ove Citbavic  Ridig
3 Bede’s Ecclefiafltical Hiflory, lib. IV, cap. 24. Among th:‘ émfpﬁﬁfﬁ:;; I:",l-arpam t{umm;r Cap. i1i. n. 12.

Greeks alfo, mufic was efteemed a neceflary accomplifhment :
and an ignorance in this art was regarded as a capital defe®.| ° Thorpe’s Antiquities of Kent, p 95 and 102. Darwent
Of this we have an inftance, even in Themiflocles himfelf, who| Church, in Kent, is faid to have been built about the year 940,
was upbraided with his ignorance in mufic. Cicero Tufc. &b. i.| and upon the font is fculptured the figure of King David,
~The whole country of Cynathe laboured under a fimilar re- playigg on the Harp, which f[,u'clbahd:w was executed in the
proach ; and all the enormous crimes commitred there, were| time of Dunftan. J4id. p. 94, fol.

attributed by the neighbouring ftates, to the negle of Mufic ;| * Kircher’s Mufurgia: and Hawkin’s Hift. of Mufic, Vol.
which may be faid, in fome meafure to comprehend religion, | IV. p. 218. .

polity, and morality. Atheneus, Polybius, and Ariflotle.—When | " Dodfley’s Poems, Vol. 1l1. p. 4 of the sth edition : Vol.
the lyre came more into ufe, it was ufual for all thofe that | IV. p. 267. And Thom/on’s Cafile of Indolence, Canto Ift, 39,
were at their entertainments to play upon it alternately till it] 40, and 41.

de vita Dunflani, et Angl. Sacr. Vel. IL. P 935 94,

Ee Since



10% A DISSERTATION on the MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS of the ENGLISH,

Since I have deviated a little from the fubjet, I will mention likewife, the Bel Harp *; and the Jews:

Harp, which properly thould be called 7aws-Harp, from its being played with the mouth 2, -

* The Bell Harp is fo called, probably, from the players
{winging it about, as a bell on its biafs, for the fake of varying
the tone. It is 2 fmall flat inftrument, about three feet long,
and {trung with fteel, or brafs ftrings, which are fixed at one
end, and ftretched along the found<board, and fcrewed at the
other end : its compafs is about two oftaves. In perﬁ:rminE
on this inftrument, it is held at the fides, and played only wit
the thumbs, which are both equipped with a littl:l_ai[uill, for
that purpofe. lts fthape is totally different from the Harp, and
rather more of the Lyre kind. But there is no reafon to fuppofe
thar the Bell Harp is ancient, as I find no mention made of

The

firaments (the Salt-Box, the Jaws-Harp, the Marrow-Bones
and Cleavers, andtbe Hurdy-Gurdy ) izt notice, whatever opinion
they may bave of the Qde itfelf.

N. B. Ibave firictly adbered to the rale of making the found echo
to the fenfe.
] May 30, 1763.

A BURLESQUE ODE, ox Samt CECILIA’S DAY,
Part I. Overture, Recitative accompanied.
Be dumb, be dumb, ye inharmonious founds,

I And mufic, that th’ atonifh’d ear with difcord wounds :

it under that name.

* The Welfh name is, 2flyrmant, and implies the mouth in
motion ; Which removes all doubt, that Jews Harp, is a cor-
ruption of Jaws Harp, or Faws Trump : neither is it to be
found in the plate of Jewifh mufical inltruments, given to us
by Calmet. 'The carlieft mention of it, that I can find, isin
Davydd ab Gwilym’s Ode on the wind. written about the year
1370, thus: * Zflyrmant yr yflormydd.”—~Mr. Pennant informs
us, (in his Tour to Scotland, p. 195,)that oneof gilt brafs was
found in Norway,  depofited in an urn. Likewife, there is a
print of a Jaws I-{arp, in Lufcinius’s Mufurgia, p. 28 ; publithed
in 1536. Therefore, from all thefe circumftances, it feems
rather ancient.

There isa moft admirable Burlefgue Ode, written in the year
1763, which greatly tends to illultrate this inftrument as well
as feveral others of the inferior Englith Minftrel infiruments,
that are now but little known ; therefore, I am induced to
quote it nere, as well, alfo, on account of its poetical humour
as for information.

“ AN Ope on Samvt Cxcivia’s Day, adapted to the an-
cient Britith Muafic : wiz The Salt-Box, The Jazws Harp, The
Marrow Bones and Cleavers, The Hurdy Gurdy, 9. With
an introduélion, giving fome account of thefe truly Britifh
Inftruments ; by Bonne! Thornton, Efquire,

Cedite, Tibicines Itali, wos cedite, Galli 3

Dico iterum webis, cedite, Tibicines.
Cedite, Tibicines, wobis ter dico 5 quatergue

Fam wibis dico, cedite, Tibicines.

Tranflation of the Motto .

Yield, yield, ye Fiddlers, French, Italians,
Yield, yield, I fay again—Rafcalians.
One, two, three Times I fay, Fiddlers, give oer ;
Yield ye, I now fay, Times 1, 2, 3, 4.

Alex. Heinfias,

—

OVERTURE. '

As the Mufical Infiruments, to which the following Ode is

ﬂnculiarly adapted, have (on account of the fa/fe taffe which
- has long prevailed ) grown into difrepute, and are confequently
very little known in the polite world, it will be proper to
give fome account of them.

The Judaic, or (as it iscommonly called), Jews Harp, fpeaks its
origin in its appellation ; and, indeed, the wery twanging of ils found

Jerms admirably qualified to accompany the guttural Hebrew language: |

though a learned critic of my acquaintance is ratber inclined to think,
that this inflrument is of a more modern invention; and Srom its
pofition, wben played upon, he conjedures, that Jews Harp is only a
corruption of its original name, Jaws Harp.

1 am forry I can give no certain account of thofe tawo incomparable
tnfiruments, the Salt-Box, and the Hum Strum, or Hurdy-Gurdy;
Lut it is reafonable to conclude, that the firft aas ufually performed
op at feffivals, and the other at funerals, and on ferious occafions.

7 e Marrow - Bones and Cleavers are undoubtedly our own in-
wention, and do bonour to the Britifh nation. T heje avere originally
made ufe of in our avars ; avhen our brave anceflors rufbed on their
enemies (like the ancient Gauls,) clafbing their weapons, and ready

No more let common rhymes profane the day.
Grand Chorus.
Grac’d with divine Cecilia’s name ;
Let folemn hymns this awful feaft proclaim,
And heav’nly notes confpire to raife the heav’nly lay.
Recitative accompanied,
The viler melody we fcorn,
Which meaner inftruments afford ;
Shrill Flute, tharp Fiddle, bellowing Horn,
Rumbling Baffoon, or tinkling Harpfichord.
- Adir.
In ftrains more exalted the Salt-Box fhall join,
And clattering, and battering, and clapping combine ;
With a rap, and a tap, while the hollow fide founds,
Up and down leaps the flap, and with rattling rebounds,
Recitative.
Strike, ftrike, the toit Judaic Harp,
Soft and fharp,
By tecth coercive in firm durance kept,
And lightly by the volant finger fwepet.
Air.
Buzzing twangs the Iron Lyre,
Shrilly thrilling,
Trembling, trilling,
Whizzing with the wav’ring wire.

A Grand Symphony, accompanied with Marrow-Bones & Cleavers.
L.
Hark, how thc banging Marrow-Bones
Muke Clanging Cleavers ring,
With a ding dong, ding dong,
Ding dong, d'ng dong,
Ding deng, ding dong, ding dong, ding.
Chorus.
Raife your uplifted arms on high
In long-prolonged tones
Let Cleavers found
A merry merry round
By banging%armw—bnuﬂs.

To be repeated in Furr Crorvus.

Recitative accompanied.
Ceafe lighter numbers : hither bring
The undulating ftring
Stretch’d out, and to the tumid bladder
In amity harmonious bound ;
Then deeper {well the notes and fadder
And let the hoarfe bafe flowly folemn found.
Air.
With dead, dull, doleful, heavy hums,
With mournful moans,
And grievous groans;
The fober Hurdy-Gurdy * thrums.

* This infirument, by the learned, is fometimes called a Hum Strute, o1

te Anock or cleave them dowon avith thefi very inflruments, on whick Bladder and Strirg ; and fometimes a tin canifler is ufed inftead of a bladder.,

they could beat Jo terrible an alarm. Indeed, fince the pernicious in-
troduélion of fire arms, the Marrow-Bones and Cleavers bawe
quitted the fcenes of buman flaughter, and are now confined entirely to
1he fhambles. /

If this Ode, and the performance of it, contributes to leffen our

Sulje tafle in admiring that foreign mufic, now fo much in vogue, bith
the awriter and the compofer’s intention will be anfwered.

Bryden and Pope bhawe been immortalized for their Odes on St.
Cacilia’s Day : But thefe were unbappily adapted to the common
infiruments, which ignorance and falji tafle have introduced among
us. 4 make no doubty but that all, avho fball be prefent at the per-

Jormance of thi; Ode at Ranelaghon the temth of Fuwe, will at leaff

PART 11,

In order that the hearers, as well as the rformers, may have

Jome relief, it has been judged proper to divide this Ode into two

parts ; but the paufe, in the performance, is intended to lbe very

thort ¢

Recitative accompanied.
With magic founds, like thefe, did Orpheus’ Lyre
Motion, fenfe, and life, inf} ire 3
When, as he play’d. the IiE’ning flood
otill’d its Joquacious waves, and filent ftood :
The trees, fwift-bounding; dane’d with loofen’d ftumps 4

commend me _for my endeavours to bring thye noble long-neglecied in.

And fluggifh Rones caper’d in aflive jumps.
| Ar,

e
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE ENGLISH MINSTRELS. 108

The Minftrels of the Saxons appear to have been fo fimilar to the latter Bards of the Welfh, that there
cannot be a doubt, but they firlt originated from them *; about the time when the ininerant Bards begari
to degenerate, and to branch into various occupations, when they loft the patronage afforded them at the
death of their own Princes : indeed they were nearly annihilated altogether, by the favage policy of Ed+
ward the Firft, and by the cruel edi¢ts of the Henries * : and, what ftrengthens this opinion is, their laws feem
fo congenial, that they muft have been modelled from thofe of the Bards ; only with this difference, that the
courfe of dilcipline was far lefs {tri&t among the Minitrels, and that they took the liberty of introducing
Fable into their Songs ; which was quite contrary to the laws of the Bards 3, It is rather extraordinary, that
no good hiftory of the Minftrels has yet appeared, though many of their fongs have : nor is their profeffion
rightly underftood, for want of fome judicious perfon to undertake te colleét and publifh their inftitution,
laws, occupations, immunities, pay, drefs, &c. ; and to give them, verbatim, to the public : when that is done,
I am convinced, that the true charater of a Minitrel will be found different to what it has generally been
reprefented . But in order to convey fome idea of that profeflion, I fhall exhibit here, a copy from a

curious manufcript, of the Steward’s charge to the Minftrels ; (which I was favoured with from Mr. Douce :)
. The

Ar. ' Secepages 33, 34, 8%, 86, and p. 102, note 4. And more

Each ruddy-breafted Robin particularly, fee The Battle of Flodden Field, an heroic poem,
The concert bore a bob in, with notes by Benfon ; page 2.

And ev’ry hooting owl around 3 * King Edward the Firft, and his fucceffors until Henry the

The croaking frogs, Sixth’s time, ena&ed fpecial laws, that Welthmen fhould not

~ The grunting hogs, enjoy their former libertics and cuftoms ; although they and
All, all confpir’d to raife th” enliv’ning found. their pofterity had beea fo liberal in granting privileges to the
Recitative, Saxons, who came into this ifland. According to various

~ Now to Cacilia, heav’nly maid, edics and decrees, efpecially one of Henry the Fourth, the
- Your loud united voices raife, Welfh were kept under the yoke of fervitude, and their own
With folemn hymns to celebrate her praife, proper laws abolifhed,and the Englith laws brought in ; pro-
Each iuftrument fhall lend it’s aid. viding, by general command, that no man fhould ufe the
The Salt- Box with clattering and clapping fhall found, | Welfh tongue in any court, or fchool. Breviary of Britain, by
The Iron Lyre _ Humphrey Lhawyd. Sce alfo pages 38 and 59 of this work 5 and
Buzzing twang with wav’ring wire, Leges Wallicae, p. 5§43, §47, and 548.
With heavy hum ; 3 See pages 31 and 58. |
The fober {'lurdf-Gurdy thrum, | ¢ In cafe any perfon fhould undertake fuch a work, I beg
And the merry merry Marrow-Bones ring round. leave to fuggeft a few more hints$, which may be ufeful in fuch
Laf Grand Chorus. anundertaking. Toobtainfarther particulars,it willbe neceffary
Such matchlefs ftrains Cecilia knew, to inveltigate the religious ceremonies in monaftic records
When angels from their heav’nly fphere, where Minftrels were employed '; of public celebrations ;

By harmony’s ftrong pow’rs fhe drew,
Whillt ev’ry Spirit above would gladly ftoop to

hear.”

I aminformed, that the famous Dr. Arne had formerly a l
Benefit Concert, in the Little Theatre, in the Haymarket,
on the 22d of November, in the year 1749, where he intro-
duced all thefe inftruments, and allotted to each of them a

Solo part ; and that this was the Ode to which he adapted them.

Games and Sports *3 Revels?, of dancing, mafking, and fe-
renades ; fefltivals at Chriltmas, Eafter, and Whit{untide :
church feafts of faints; church-ales; Whitfon-ales 4; Wakes*;
Bridals ; and Interludes ¢; Allhallows; feaft of St. Erken-
wald ; fealt of Purification of our Lady ; Midfummer-Day,
&c. Of Jeflters or Fools7; Waits *: Mummers *; Morris-
dancers '° 3 Merry-Andrews ; Magicians "5 Jugglers,

&c.

—ilf

- —

i See page 11 of this work.—Dede’s Church Hiftory.—Britannca Sanfla, (
or Lives of the mott celebrated Britith, E nglith, Scottifth, and Irith Saints, in
two volumes quarto.—

2 See the Ancient Britifb Games, in page 36 3 which are faid to be as old as

the time of King Arthur. Alfo Brand's Popular Antiquities, chap. xvri.
p. 201, &c.—King Charles’s declaration to his fabjeéts, concerning lawful |
fports to be ufed.— And the downfall of May-Games, by Tho. Hall.
3 Seean account of the Mafer of the Rewels.—Alfo, Dugdale fpeaks of the
Revels ofLincoln®s Inn, as appeareth in oth of Henry V1.—Hawkins's Hiftory of
Mufic, Vol. 1V. p. 39a3. Vol. Il. p. 193, 137 King Henry VIlith. had
a mafquerade at Greenwich. Likewile, fee Popular Antiguities by Brand.

4 Hawtkin’s Hiflory of Mufic, Vol. IV. p. 583. And the Anatomy of
Abufes, by Philip Stubs,

5 Brand's Popular Antiquities, p. 259:

6 Interludes are common in Wales, and they ufed to be the fame in
Cornwall.

7 Ajefler is well charalterized in Shakefpeare’s Tempefl : and is commonly a

incipal chara&er in'the Welth interludes : It firft originated, probably, from
the Teuluwwr, fec page 84.

8 Waits, are muficians of the lower order, who commonly perform upon
wind infiruments, and play in moft towns, under the windows of the chief
inhabitants, at midnight, a fhort time before Chriftmas ; for which they colle&t
a Chritmas-box, from houfe to houfe. ‘They are faid to derive their name of
WWaits from being always in waiting to celebrate weddings, and other joyous
events, happening within their diftri&. Alfo, fee Brand's Hiffory of Newveafile
g:m Tyney Vol. 11. p. 353 and 717. There is a building at Newcaftle, called

aits Tower, which was formerly the meeting-houfe of the town band of
muficians. Ibid. Vol. L. p. 16.

9 It is cuftomary in North Wales, about Chriftmas, for the young farmers,
both men and maids, to go about to their neighbours houfes, difguifed in each
othérs clothes, and fome'imes in Wafks. They are ca.led Gwracked, probably

from their affuming old charaters, or wizards. They a&t various antic diver- |

fions, and dance, and fing ; for which they get good cheer ; or ale, apples, and
nuts. Likewife, to convey a more perfeét idea of the Mummers in England, I
fhall infert here a traditional fort of thing, which is ftill a&ed in Oxfordfhire,

THE MUMMERS.
A Kﬂgﬂ enters with Ais fword drawny and [ays :

Room, room, make reom brave gallants all;
For me and my brave campany !

Where’s the man, that dares bid me ftand 7
I'll cuc him down with my bold hand.

St.George.  Here's the man, that dares bid you ftand,
He defies your courzgeous hand !

The Knight. Then mind your eye, to guard the blow,
And fhield your face, and heart alfo.

St. George gets wounded in the combat, and falls.

Doétor, Doétor, come here and fee,
St. George is wounded in the knee
Doétor, Doftor, play weil your parr,
St. Geoige is wounded in the heart !

The Doflor enters.
I am a Doflor, and a Dcébor good,

And with my hand U'll ftop the blood, ~——

| The Knight. What can you cure, Doltor ?

The Doftor. 1 cure coughs, colds, fevers; gout,
Both pains within, and achs without :
1 will bleed him in the thumb !»
8. George. O (will you fo?) then 1"il get up, and run !

Some more Mummers, er \Minfirels, come in, and they firg the folloawing fonnet,
accompanied by the Hurdy Gurdy.
¢ My father he killed a fine fat hog,
“ And that you may plainly lee ;,
¢ My moaber gave me the guts of the hog,
“ To ea Hurdy Gurdy."
Then they repeat the Jeng in full chorus, and dance,
In former times, it appears, that the firft nobility went about at Chriftmas,
in the charalter of Mummers. See Brard’s Popular Awtiguitics, cbap. XV 1.
p. 896, &c. In the third year of Henry the VIllth an act was made againt*

about Chriftmas, by the Mumuners.

Mummers ; vide the ftatutes,
10 The



THE CHARGE TO THE MINSTRELS.

¢¢ The Charge delivered in the Mufic Court of the Honour of Tutbury.
« Gentlemen of thefe Inquefts !
¢ The annual cuftom and ufage of this honourable and ancient Court, having now called you together;
fomething, I fuppofe, is expeéted fhould be faid .of the delightful Art and harmonious Science you profefs.”

“ Gentlemen, The nature of your Art confifts in raifing, and fkilfully regulating harmonious founds.
All founds (as the philofopher obferves,) arife from the quick and nimble elifion, or percuffion, of the air,
being either divided by the Lips, or reeds, of Pipes, Hautboys, Flutes, or other wind inftruments, or elfe
ftruck and put into motion by the tremulous vibration of ftrings, yields an agreeable found to the ear.
Now, it is your bufinefs, Gentlemen, to regulate, compofe, and exprefs, thefe founds, fo as to caufe the
different tones, or notes, to agree in concord, to make up one perfet concert and harmony.

¢ As for the Antiquity of Mufic, it will {uffice, that we read of 7ubal, the font of Lamech, the feventh
from Adam, (whom fome will have to be the Apo/lo of the Heathens,) being the father of all fuch as
handle the Harp and Organ, and probably, moft other forts of mufic **.”* ¢ After the Flood™ « - - - = «
----- - are firft faid to have had this Art; and, about the time of the confufion of tongues, Mifraim,
the fon of Ham, is faid to have carried this Art, with its company, into Egypt, where it was fo much
prattifed and improved, that fucceeding generations, who knew not the writings of Moy/fes, believed the
Egyptians were the firlt inventors of mufic. Laban, the Syrian, expoftulated with his fon-in-law, why he
would not let him fend him away with Mirth, and with Songs, with Tabret and with Harp.

But the Heathen writers are much divided about the author, or firft invention thereof : fome fay Orpheus,
fome Lynus ; (both famous poets and Muficians ;) others Amphion; and the Egyptians afcribed the
invention to Apollo ; but, as I before obferved, the facred Hiltory puts an end to this conteft, by telling us,
that Fubal, the fon of Lamech, and brotherof Noah, was father of all fuch as handle the Harp and Organ;
and, probably, many other kinds of mufic : for, what variety of inventions, as well as improvements, of
mufical inftruments, might be expefted from fuch a genius, in the fpace of feven or eight hundred
years experience ! This fabal (as I before faid) is by the learned thought to be the Apollo of the
Heathens; but, as facred, and profane Hifltory make them cotemporary, we may reafonably infer, that the
Egyptians held this fcience in the higheft efteem, from their making Apollo (the God of Wifdom) the

od of it.

’ There is not the fmalleft orb we behold amidft the glorious canopy of the Heavens, nor the minuteft
fpecies of the animal or vegetable creation throughout the terraqueous globe, as well in its make, motion,
and appendages, but in its motions, compofition and ceconomy , like an Angel fings. For, when we
confider the exquifite Harmony that vifibly appears through the whole creation, and the feathered race, as
one heavenly chorus, continually warbling forth their praife to the Great Creator ; I fay, when we permit
fuch thoughts as thefe to have due influence upon 415, we mulft conclude that the univerfal frame is derived
from Harmony ; and that the eternal mind compofed all things by the laws of mufic ; and which gives
plain and evincing hints to mankind, that as nothing but beauty, fymmetry, and true Harmony are dif-
covered through the creation, fo their duty to their Great Creator would be beft exprefled by a chain of
harmonious actions, agreeable to reafon and the dignity of their natures, and fuch as would really befpeak
God’s fervice to be the moft perfett freedom. ;

Thus is mufic a reprefentation of the fweet content and harmony, which God, in his wifdom, has made
to appear throughout all his works. With what noble and fublime contemplations ought the melodious
{cience of mufic, naturally to infpire our minds !

Thus Holy David, the Royal Pfalmift, well experienced the powerful effets of mufic. You feldom
meet him without an inftrument in his hand, and a pfalm in his mouth. Holy metres and pfalms he

109

—— —

10 The Morris dancers are folly defcribed in the laft edition of Johnfon and
Stephens’s Shakefpeare, in the notes at the end of the firft part of Henry
the Fourtb ; and a print of them from an ancient painted window. See alfo,
the notes to Love's Labour loft, a& III. There is a very curious pi@ure that
contains a gioup of Morris-dancers, at Lord Fitzwilliam's Houfe, on Rich-
mond-Green, which formerly was brought from the old palace there.’ it
was painted ty Finkenboom, about the' reign of Charles the Firft ; and chere
is @ bad print taken from ir, engraved by Godirey, in 1774. uery,
whether Morris is derived from mawr-revyf, powerful, warlike ; or from
mir rys, alea-faring hero? (Dr. Johnfon derives it from the Moors, and
fays it was probably a kind oi Pyrrhic, or military dance : fee the (word-dance
#Efﬂih@d in Brand’s Pﬂf'h dﬂhfﬂ'uill. lhlP- XIV. and tht .'rmi"l

4

p+ 404.) In fome Counties the Morris-dancers go about at Whitfuntide. But
Plor's Hiflory of Stafferdfbire mentions the Hotby-horfe dance, at Chriftmas,
chap, X. 66.—=eSome imagine that this dance firft took its rife from the
Druids, as well as many other feftival entertainments, and charaélers ; that of
the Buffoon, or Merry Andrew, who ufually bears a principal partin the Morrig
dince, it is faid to have been originally intended as a ridicule on the Druids, or 2
mock Druid, However, ] refer the curious to more on this fubjeét, in Brand’s
Popular Antiguities, chap. XIV.p. 174, 175; aid the appendix, p. 499, and
400 m=Likewife, Hawkins"s Hiftory of Mufic, Vol, LI, p. 135, s Feuller
en Dancing, by Weaver, 12mo. p.-171. ;

11 See p. 9o, &c.

iz Pﬂfﬁfﬁﬁuﬂi’ Ch’P- XLI?I h‘
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THE CHARGE RECITED TO THE MINSTRILS. 110

dedicated to the chief mufician Feduthun, to compofe mufic to them ; he was one in whom the Spirit of
God delighted to dwell ; no evil fpirit can fubdue that mind where mufic, and harmony are lodged. When
David played before Saul, the evil fpirit departed immediately. The ufe of mufic was continued in the
Jewith church until the deftruétion of the Temple, and Nation by Zitus ; and the ufe of it began in the
Chriftian church in the time of the Apoftles. The Chriftian Emperors, Kings, and Princes, in all ages,
and in all Nations, to this day, have had this divine {cience in great efteem and honour, as well for divine, as
civil ufes ; not only Jews and Chriftians, but moft of the heathen poets and philofophers, were fkilful
muficians. Homer, who was a fkilful mafter in that fcience, introduces Achilles quelling his rage againft
Agamemnon, by the help of mufic. And the poet feigned that Orpheus drew trees, ftones, and floods;
fince nought, fo {tockifh hard and full of rage, but mufic, for the time, doth change its nature. Plutarch
tells us of Zerpander’s appeafing a feditious infurretion in Lacedzmonia by his harmonious lays. Pytha-
goras is {aid to have foftened fierce Minas ; Afclepiades to have put a ftop to fedition ; Damon to have
reduced a drunken man to fobriety, and petulent men to a modelt behaviour ; and Xenocrates to have
brought madmen to themfelves, and all by the help of mufical founds. The evil fpirit was removed from
Saul, and he prophelied, and this by the efficacy of mufic. And E/ifba, when he was confulted by the
three Kings that marched againft Moab, called for a Minftrel; and, when the Minfirel played, the hand
of the Lord came upon him *. Mufic expels poifon by rarifying and exhilarating the fpirits. Perfons bit
by the tarantula have been (as by good authors we are informed) cured by mufic. Amphion was fo great
an orator and mufician, that by the power of his oratory, and powerful touch of his mufical Lute, the
{tones that built Thebes, a city in Egypt, danced after him to the place where they fhould be laid ; and
his moving oratory, fweet harmony and mufical founds, did fo creep into the ears, and fteal upon the
hearts of a people, rude and uncivilized, as engaged them to live peaceably together at Thebes, where he
was King. . _

Mufical facrifices and adorations claimed a place in the laws and cuftoms of the moft different nations.
The Grecians, and Romans, as well as Jews, and Chriltians, unanimoully agreed in this, as they difagreed
in all other parts of their ceremonies. The Greeks, and Romans had their college, or fociety of muficians,
whofe art they thought ufeful to introduce virtue, and excite courage. Tully tells us, that the ancient
Grecians (the politeft people of the age) did not think a gentleman well-bred, unlefs he could perform
his part at a concert of mufic, infomuch that Themifocles (though otherwife a great man,) was taxed for
being defective in this accomplifhment.

But to come nearer to ourfelves, hiftory tells us, that the ancient Britons had Bards, before they had
Books ; and the Romans, by whom they were conquered, confels the mighty power the Druids and Bards
had over the people, by recording in their Songs the deeds of heroic fpirits, and teaching them both Laws,
and religion in Rhymes and Tunes.

And the long continuance of this very Court of Minftrelfy* is a teftimony of the antiquity of Mufic
amonglt us. _ | |

Theodoric, in an epiltle to Boétius, fays, when this queen of the [enfes comes forth in her gay drefs,
all other thoughts give way, and the foul rallies its powers to receive the Delight which fhe gives ; fhe
cheers the forrowful, foftens the furious and enraged, [weetens four tempers, gives a check to loofe, impure,
wanton thoughts, and melts to pure and chafte defires ; fhe captivates the ftrayed faculties, and moulds
them into a ferene, fober, and juft, ceconomy.

I fay, Gentlemen, the force of mufic is wonderful ; how ftrangely does it'awaken the mind ; it infufes
an unexpected vigour, makes the impreflion agreeable and [prightly, gives a new capacity as well as fatis-
fattion ; it rifes, and falls, and counterchanges the paffions ; it charms and tranfports, ruffles, and becalms,
and governs with an almoft arbitrary power ; there is fcarely any conftitution fo heavy, or reafon fo well
fortified, as to be abfolute proof againft it. Ulyfes, as much a hero as he was, durft not truft himfelf
with Syren’s voices. Timotheus, a Grecian, was fo great a mafter of mufic, that he could make a man
ftorm and [wagger like a tempeft ; and then, by altering his notes and time, he would take him down
again and {weeten his temper 1n a trice.  One time, when Alexander was at dinner, this man played a Phry-

gan

* II Xings, ehap. II1. verfe 15.—1 Samuel, chap. X, verfes § and 6. _ : _

* The Minfirels feem to have been the genuine fucceflors of the latter Bards. The word Minfirel does not appear in ufe in Eni'
land before the Norman conquelt. The Minfirels continued down to the reign of Elfzahcth, in whofe time they had loft muc
of their dignity, and were finking into contempt and negleét. E;r. it_u‘ht.:u;:.u:l:::r.r 39 of Elizabeth, c, 4. § 2. Ands3 Lihe, Cnfhg_'
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i1 THE CHARCGE TO THE MINSTRELS, AT THE COURT OF TUTBURY.

gian air, the prince immediately rifes, fnatches up his launce, and puts himfelf in a pofture of fighting ;
the retreat was no fooner founded by the change of notes, but his arms were grounded, and his fire
extin&, and he fat down as orderly as if come in from one of Ariftstle’s letures.

Have you, Gentlemen, never obfetved a captain at the head of a troop or company, how much he has
been altered at the found of a Trumpet, or the beat of a Drum ; or what a vigorous motion, what an
ereted pofture, what an enterprifing vifage ? all of a fudden his blood changes in his veins, and his fpirit
jumps like gun-powder, and feems impatient to attack the enemy. Mulic is able to exert its force, not only
upon the affe@tions, but on the parts of the body, as appears from Mr. Derbam’s {tory of the Gafcoign
Knight, that once had difobliged him ; and, to be even with him, caufed, at a fealt, a Bagpipe to be played
when he was hemmed in with the company, which made the knight to be-p=s himfelf, to the great diver-
fion of the company.

But farther, Gentlemen, not only mankind, but the very beafts of the field, are delighted with mufic.
The bealts of the plough, their toil is rendered ealy, and the long fatigue they daily undergo, is infenfibly
{hortened by the rural Songs and cheering Whiltle of the drivers. Not only dogs and horles, (thofe docile
and fagacious animals,) but even the rugged bears themfclves, dance to the found of pipes, and fiddles.

Do but note a wild and wanton hesd, or race of juvenile and unbacked colts fetching mad bounds, bel-
lowing and neighing aloud, (the hot conditions of their blood, ) if they perchance do hear a Trumpet found,
or any mufic touch their ears, you fhall perceive them make a mutual ftand, and their favage eves taurned

‘to a modelt gaze, by the {weet powers of mufic.

The famous Mr. Fohn Playford tells us a remarkable {tory to this purpofe ; that himfelf, once traveiling
near Royllon, met a herd of ftags, about 20 upon the road, tollowing a Bagpipe and Violin : when the
mufic played they went forward, when it cealed they all {tood f{till ; and in this manner they were con-

du&ted out of Yorkihire to the King’s palace at Hampton-court.
But not only brute beafts, but even inanimate bodies, are affeGted with founds. Kirclher mentions a

large ftone that would tremble at the found of one particular organ-pipe.” Me#/ennus allo, among many
relations, tells us of a particular part of a pavement that would fhake as if the earth would open when the
organ played ; this is more probable than what he relates about antipathy, (to wit,) that the found of a
Drum, made of a wolf’s {kin, would break another made of a fheep’s fkin ; and that poultry would fly and
cackle at the found of a Harp-ftring made of a fox’s gut. The great Boyl alfo tells us, that he tried an
arch that would anfwer to C fa, and had done fo 100 years; and that an experienced builder told him, any
well-built vault would anfwer {fome determinate note ; and Mr. Derbam tells us, that one Nicholas Petter,
a Dutchman, could break round glaffes with the found of his voice.

It is the common, or civil ufe of mufic that concerns you, Gentlemen, that owe fuit and fervice to this
Court ; and in that, the world has not wanted examples, even of Emperors, Princes, and the greatelt and
moft illuftrious perfons have not difdained, both to learn and praltife your art. It is mufic, which gains
you admittance and accceptance in courts, and palaces. In fhort, Gentlemen, what feaft, what play, affembly,
or ball, what country-wakes, merriment, or entertainment, can be well held without fome of your fociety.
Our great dramatic poet fays, ¢ The Man that hath not Mufic in his foul,

““ And is not mov’d with concord of fweet founds,
“ It fit for treafons, ftratagems, and fpoils ; |
¢¢ The motions of his {pirit are dull as night,

¢ And his affetions dark as Erebus -

¢ Let no fuch man be trufted.’’ ———

And now, Gentlemen, having [poke a few words of the nature, antiquity. ufefulnefs, and wonderful
effects, of mufic, I fhall now proceed to inform you, that, as long as the ancient Earls, and Dukes of
Lancafler, who were ever of the Blood Royal, had their abode, and kept a liberal hofpitality at their Honor
of 'i’juréﬂry; there could not but be a general concourfe of people from all parts, for whole diverfions, all
forts of muficians were permitted likewife to come, to pay their fervices ; amongf{t whom, fome quarres
and diforders now and then arifing, it was found neceflary, after a while, that they fhould be brought
under Rules,and Laws ; and that the end of your attendance and fervice at this time, is the prefervation of

Taillefer, the Minftrel is faid to have been the firlt perfon that broke into the Englifh ranks at the battle of Haltings : and
of Berdicy another French Minftrel attached to the Conqueror, by whom he was rewarded with the gilt of three parifhes in

Gloucefteribice.  George Ellis’s Specimeus of early Englifh Poetry.
_ the
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- OF THE CHARTER GRANTED TO THE KING OF THE MINSTRELS. = iiz
thie dignity of this noble Science, and for putting thofe Laws into execution, by punifhing all abufes and
diforders happening by any of your fociety within this Honor ; for which end you have a Governor appoint-
ed you, by the name of a King, who has feveral officers under him, to fee the execution of the feveral Laws
and cuftoms, belonging to this ancient community. |

1{t. Gentlemen, you are to inquire into the behaviour of the feveral Minftrels, within this Honor, fince
the lalt Court. .

“2d. Whether any of them have abufed, or difparaged their honourable profeffion, by drunkennefs, pro-
fane curling and [wearing, finging lewd and obfcene Songs, playing to any company or Meetings, on the
Lord’s day, or by any other vice, or immorality, or by intruding into any company, unfent for, or by
playing for any mean or difgraceful reward ?

3d. Whether any of the Minltrels within this Honar, that fhould be the known malters of concord
and harmony, have been themlelves guilty of any brawls, quarrels, or diforders ?

4th. Whether the Minftrels within this Honor have been decent in their apparel, and fkilful in their art,
and relpectful to their fupreme, the King of the Minftrelly? Whether their laft year’s officers of the
Minftrelly have well performed the duty of their refpective offices 7

sth. Whether any Minftrels, that owe Suit and Service to this Court, have appeared, and done their Suit 2.

6th. Whether any Minllrels have exercifed their Art within this Honor, not being allowed, and inrolled
in this Court 7 And if you find any Minftrels within this Honor, to have offended in any of thefe particulars,
you are to prefent them. .

And, in the lalt place, Gentlemen, it muft be recommended to you, that you chufe Skilful, and Good
Men to be Officers of the Minltrelly for the enfuing year. The King is to be chofen out of the four
Stewards of the preceding year, one year out of Stafford/bire, another year out of Derby/bire, inter-
changeably ; and the four Stewards, two out of Staffordihire, and two out of Derbyfhire ; three of them
to be chofen by you, and the fourth, by the Steward of this Court, and the Bailiff to the Earl of Dewvon .’

The original Charter granted at Tutbury, in Staffordlhire, to the King of the Min/trels, by Fobn of Gaﬁnr,
duke of Laneajter, is dated ihe 22d of Auguit, 1380, in the fourth year of the reign of {weet Richard the
Second, and intitled, Charta le Roy de Miniftralx, which was written inold French ; fee Dugdale’s Monafticon
Anglicanum, Tom I. p» 355, and Tom IL p. 873, 2d edition ; and partly tranflated in Plt’s Hiftory of
Staffordfhire, Chapter the Xth, 69, 70, &c. and in Blount’s Ancient Tenures, by Beckwith, p- 303, &c.
with a further account of the manner of electing the King of the Minftrels, and his Officers. Likewife, in
all probability, there muft be more information on this fubjet, to be found.among the ancient records, in
the Dutchy Court of Lancafter, London; and in the pofleflion of the prefent Duke of Devon/bire, lord of Tutbury.

I muft not omit to mention a remarkable anecdote of the origin of the Minfirel furifdiction, in Chefhire,
which happened about the year 1214 ; and perhaps, the earlieft inftance of the kind among the Englifh.
Ranulph Bowen Blacndaval *, or Blundeville, the fixth earl of Chelter, who is faid to have atchieved feveral
military enterprifes againit Llewelyn ab Iorwerth, Prince of Wales , but one time meeting with the faid
Prince, and being fenfible of his inability to withftand him, was obliged to retire for refuge into the
taltle of Rhuddlan, in Flintfhire, wherein Llewelyn befieged him : in confequence of this, he fent exprefles
with the utmoft privacy to his General, Rager Lacy, conftable of Chelter, and earneftly defiring his imme-
diate relief. Thele exprefles found Lacy at Chefter, during the anniverfary of the Midfummer Fair ; and,
as the occafion was critically urgent, from the imminent peril of the earl’s life, the General immediately
marched with a tumultuous croud of Players, Muficians, and all the perfons he could poflibly affemble ; of
~ whom great numbers had been tempted to Chefter, by the celebration of this feftal anniverfary. Llewelyn,

' I'Le Neward who prefided at the court of the Min{lrels at | dential chara&er of that officer, and his facility of accefs to the

Tutbury, in Mr. Blount’s time, wus the Duke of Ormond, and
My I deward Fodenhis deputy. Theearl of Devon was then Prior.

The diliriéts of the Honor of Tutbury, under the Kiny ef
“the Minflrels, anciently comprehended the counties of Stafford,
Derby, Nottingham, Leicetter, and Warwick 5 and all the
Muficians within thofe counties paid their fuit, and fervice to
the King of the Minltrels. Blount's Ancient Tenures of Land,
by Beckweth, pp. 3¢9, 311, &c, ed. 1784.

In the reign of Edward the Fourth a ferjeant of the king’s
Minftrels occurs 3 and in a manner; which fhews the confi-

King at all hours, and on all occafions. Warton’s Hifiory of
Engiifb Poetry, Vol. 11, pp. 105, 134, &c.

‘T'he Che/bireMinltrel meeting was difcontinued in 1758 ; and
Tutbury in the year 1778, Shakefpeare flourithed about the
year 1010 ; Playford about 16703 Dr. Derbam, and Boyle about
1680; whoarcallmentioned in the above Charge to the Minfirels ;
therefore, it muflt have been delivered fome ume afterwards.

*This Ranulphtookthe name of Blaendaval from beingborn

}in_Puwis, at Album Monafierium, near the town of Ofwe/try.
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i3 OF THE ETYMOLOGY OFf THE HARP AMONG THE WELSH, &ec.

alarmed at the approach of this valt multitude, raifed the fiege with precipitation; by this means the
earl Ranulph effetted his efcape in triumph ; and the effufions of his gratitude formed his firft a&s of fové.
reignty, by rewarding Lacy with an exclufive prerogative over thole particlar trades, and myfteries, which had
been exercifed by thofe fortunate and fignal inftruments of his royal prefervation. The conftable’s fon,
John Lacy, referved his exclujive privilege over fome of thofe mechanic occupations, but granted the Minfre!
grerogative to Hugh Dutton, of Dutton’, and his heirs ; the fon of that Ralph Dutton, who is fuppofed to
have particularly marched at the head of the band of Minfrels. Thus configning the rule andjurifdi&ién
over this Minférel profeffion to that family, whofe anceftor had fo valiantly commanded them, in the capa-
city of a body of vi‘torious foldiers *.

It may be neceffary to add one thing more on the fubje&, which I ought to have mentioned before,
The Wellh term for the Harp is TeLyn %, which i not only of very high antiquity, bur its etymology
indicates, that it was applied to the fir/ fringed infirument, for, it means a thing fretched, or on the fretch ;
a name which could not, with any propriety, be applied to any one particular inftrument, if there were a
variety of them when it was fo applied. The root of TsLyN is T¢/, i.e. what is fraight, even, or .
drawn tight ; whence allo ANNEL, a freich, a tenfion, a prop, a [pringe ; and ANNELv, to fretch, to bend
& bow, to take aim. Hence it is very evident, that the name TELyN is coeval with the knowledge of a
ftringed inftrument amongft the Cymer1; and it followed, as a matter of courfe, that all the varieties
invented in after-time muft have fome other appropriate appellation 4. The antiquity of the word TeLvYN
18 fingularly corroborated by the circumitance of the coaft of France, where Toulon is fituated, being an-
ciently called the promontory of Cithariftes °, and the town itlelf Telo Martivs®.

The Anglo-Saxon name for Telyn is Peapp, or Papp, which is ufed through both the Teutonic and
Roman diale®s ? ; and, I believe, the earlielt mention of it under that name is by Venantius, about the
year 600", Ina manufcript of about the feventh century, in the monaltery of St. Blafius, quoted by
Gerbertus, prince Abbot of that monaltery °, there is a reprefentation of a Harp, intitled Cithara Anglica,
which is precifely the fame fhape as the prefent Harps, only more fimple, and with a fewer number of
ftrings. We find Harps fculptured, both in {tone and in wood, on feveral of the molt ancient Cathedrals
in England and Wales *° ; and drawn in old miffals, and illuminated manulcripts.

* The manfion and lordfhip of Dutton, in Chefhire, are now
the property of Mrs. Bullock, wife of John Bullock, efq. ot
Falkborne-hall, and reprefentative of the borough of Maldon,
in Effex. ' -

i Sce more onthe {ubje& in Lhewyd’s Hiflory of Wales, by
Daydd Powel, edition of 1584, pages 2906, 275. Sir Peter
Leicefter's Antiquities of Chethire, Part 11. Chap. VI. p. 141,
&c. ; and particularly in King’s Vale Royal of England illufira
ted, Part IE p- 2y-—Doomiday Book, Glouceflerfbire, Berdic,
Foculator Regis, babet iii villas et ibi V. car. nil redd. See Antftis,
Ord Gart. 1. 304. Jofcph Keebles Statutes at large, 39 Elizabeth,
Chap. 1V, § 2.10.—5tat. 43 Eliz. Chap. IX.—Stat. 4 Henry
1V. Cap. XXVIL —Stat. 1 Jac. I. Cap. XXV. z0.—~Walter

Heming’s Chronicle, Chap. XXXV. p. 591.—Hawkins’s Hilt. |

of Mufic, Vol. IL. pp. 43, 54, 61, 64, 106, 290, 296, &c.
Vol. II1. p. 479, &c. Vol. IV. pp. 265, 277, &c.—Burney’s
Hift. ot Mufic, Vol. 11, pp. 2068, 367, &c.—~Stow’s Survey of
London coutinued by Strype.—The Aeccount of Qi
Entertainment at Killingworth Caflle, Warwickfbire, &c.—And
Warton’s Hift. of Englith Poetry, Vol. L1. p. 105.

3 Telyn is mentioned by 7alighn about 540; fee p. 100,—
Alfo, in King Howel's Laws, as early as the year 914, and
probably much earlier, (becaufe thofelaws were only colle@ed,
and part written at that period, by Blegabred ;) which Ratutes
were fince publifhed under the title of Leges Wallice ; pp. 70,
162, 266, 267, and 415§, of that book ; and pp. 04, 97 of this
work.

Likewife, there is a townthip in Montgomeryfhire, called
Tre’r Delyn ; and another place near Llancarmon, in Glamor-
ganthire, called Cae’r Delyn, or Llan Caer Delyn. =

Two Englynion to folicit 2 Harp-key :

ueen Ilizabeth’s |

+ T am indebted to Mr. William Owen for his affitance in
the above etymology ; whom allo on other occafions I have
often confulted on'obfcure paffages,owingto his fingularknow-
ledge in the Ancient Britith language; thisgentleman is author
of Geiriandur Cynmraeg a Sacfoneg, or Welth and Englith
Di&ionary ; which work is now completed, and publithed

by Williams, No. 11, in the Strand. ———

$ Pliny. — Gough’s Camden, Vol. I. p. 135, of the account
of the fir(t inhabitants of DBritain,

¢ Antoninus, Camden fays, if you afk our Britons what
they call a Harp, they prefently will anfwer you Te/yn. And
if you could raife an ancient Phenician, and atk him, what are
fongs played on the Harp? he would anfwer you Telynu.—
Sammes’s Britifh Hiftory, p. 67.
? b}hnfun’s Di&tionary. :
® Venantius Fortunatus, Lib. 7. Carm. 8.—Alfo, {ce pp. g0,
and 94, of this work.

9 Gerbertusy, De Mufica Sacra, Tom. II. in Calcem.

* There is a Harp carved on the entrance into the Chapter-

{ houfe of Weliminfler- Abley ; another in the groin of the roof,

over one of the North doors of the #bbey ; and another in the
Eaft cloifter, over the door of the record-ofhice, of the Abbey.
Another en one of the capitals of the columns in the French
church at Canterbury, fuppofed to be about the year gco ;
Antiquarian Repertory, Vol. 1. p. 57. There are two Harps
carved on the outlide of the door ot the South ifle of the nave
of Ely catbedral, and on the under-part of the feats of the choir
of that cathedral : which latter was ereicd in the year 13:28.
And, on the front of Litchfield cathearal, there is a ftatue of
King David playing on the Harp. Allo, there are all forts
of ancient mufical inltruments faithfully delincated in Carter’s

Specimens of .dncient Sculpture and Paimting, Numbers 12y 13,
25, &c.—0On the Staffordihire Clogg, or Ancient perpetual
Almanack, there are hieroglyphics to exprefs the feltival
days ; from the firit ot March a Harp is the fymbol, thewingr
the fealt of St. David, who ufed to praile God on that inttru-
ment.—Plot’s Hiflory of Stafford/bire, Chap. X. pp. 420, 429,
&c.

Fforch gogwrn cildwrn coel-dant, chwip dyllwir
Chwap dwyllewr y mwyndant ;

Rbeolawr tendiawr tyndant,

Ci arv tég cywirva tant.

Cewpplysflorch aurdorch irdeg, ¢u rowndorch

_ytﬁr{m bleth -‘nnde;‘?
Casn irdorch canu aurdeg,
Cywreinfforch yn deirfforch dég ~——
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A DISSERTATION ON THE CRWTIH, AND OTHER MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 114

The Crwth is the fecond in rank of the Welth mufical inftruments: its antiquity is fuch among (ﬂe
ancient Britons, that there is every reafon to believe it to be the prototype of the Violin, and all the fidici-
nal infitruments '. The Crwt) is fo called from its protuberant, or bellying form, whence itis alfo a term
for abnx?ur trunk ; as Crawth balen, a falt-box*. - The found of the Crwth is very melodious, and was
frequently ufed as a tenor accompaniment to the Harp; but is now become extremely rare in Wales .

v

. female Harpift delineated, playing on a kind of

Afterall the moft diligent inveftigation into Greek, Roman,
and other antiquities, the only thing that ever I met with,
which had any fimilitude of form with our Harp, (the Hebrew
excepted, which | have already mentioned,) was in a folio
book intitled,Ser TurchifcheSchau-plak, &c. (or a Series of Prints,
faid to have been drawn from natural Turkifh figures, ) en-

raved by Melchior Lerick de rg, printed at Hamburg,

. D. 168¢, and plate 86, where there 1s affdrﬁnﬁi:brh. or

arp ; the
body of which inftrument is exa&tly the fhape of an Indian ca-
noc fet up an-end, and continued by a bar, nearly in a hori-
zontal pofition on one fide of the bottom of it ; which both
together form an angle, (fomewhat of the figure of a fhort-
footed fcythe with its blade upwards,) and filled with ftrings
which are fcrewed into the bottom bar. "The upright body, or

boat-like curve of this inftrument, mult have been made of |

very pliant woad, and psrhaps the only poflible way it could
have been formed to {uftain the great tenfion of the ftrings
without a pillar. The figure of this Harp appears fo extremely

fimple, that one is rather led to believe there was fuch an in- |

firument, and not altogether fancy. Likewife, I have feen
an illaminated Eaft-India drawing, where there wasan Angel,
or a Cupid, playing on a fimilar kind of Harp, formed fome.
what of the fhape of a lizard. Notwithftanding the poflible
exiltence of this inftrument, after all the diligent enquiries
which I have been able to make refpeéting it, I am informed,
from good authority, by Gentlemen who have travelled over
thofe countries, that no fuch an inftrument is now ufed either
in Turkey, Perfia, or India; therefore, fince it is not to be
found in thofe :eginns at prefent, it ftil remains a finub_;,
whether it ever exifted, and originated only from the imagi-
nations of the draughtfmen,——— ]

The Coromantee negroes of the gold coalt, in Africa, play
upon a mufical inftrument called the Bentwo, which is fome-

thing in the form of'an archer’s bow, and made of a piece of | by fome of the poets it is called Crota Britanna,
hoop of about three-quarters of a yard long, and ftrung with +

two {trings. ; '

Refpecting the Theban Harp, which was communicated by
Mr. Bruce to Dr. Burney, and faid to have been drawn from
an ancient painting in one of the fepulchral grottos of the firft
kings of Thebes : On this inftrument Dr. Burney makes the
following judicious obfervations : ¢ The number of ftrings,
the fize and form, and the elegance of its ornaments, awaken
refle@ions, which to indulge, would lead us toe _far from our
purpofe, and indeed out of our depth. ‘The mind is wholly
loit in the immenfe antiquity of the painting in which it s
reprefented. Indeed the time when it was executed is {o re-
mote as to encourage a belief, that arts, after having been
brought to great perfe&tion, were again loft, and again in- |
vented, long after this period.” If one may offer a conjec-
ture, after 10 judicious a critic as Dr. Burney, we have great
reafon to doubt the authenticity of the Theban Harp. In

‘which was built in the time of Edward the Second.

Pibau 'r trydydd: ac wyntau gan vont meirew a ddylyant eu gadaw
Vw Harglwydd.” Leges Wallicz, pp. 69 and 70.

¢ Every chief Bard, to whom the prince fhall grant an of-
fice, the prince fhall provide him an inftrument ; a Harp to
one, a Crwth to another, and Pipes'to the tl?'inl ; and when

ithey die, the inftruments ought to revert to the prince.” —

“ Wythved yw y Bardd Teulu : Telyn a gaiff gan y Brenin, a
modrwy aur gau y Vrenines pan rodder ei fawydd iddo, y Delyn ni
ad b :?i gantho, nac ar werth nac yn rhéd, tra vo byw.” Leges
Wallice, np. 35, 37.

“ The eighth officer of the houfchold is the Family Bard,
who fhould have his Harp from the king, and a gold ring
from the queen, when initiated into his office ; the Harp he
is not to part with, neither by fale, or gift, as longas he lives.”

And, fee ﬂyﬂ:c:ding page 94.

“ Tri gawyflyl ni ddygwydd yn benvaddeu : Telyn, a Phaeol, a
Phlu. Os rboddaidyn o'+ vidd un o’r tri hyny i vid yn benvadde,
eve a ddygewydd val gawyAyl arall, canys eve ei bun a lygravys e
vraint, pan y gwyfllodd.”” Leges Wallicz, p. 355. |

i» €. *“ The three pledges that fhall not be parted with; a
Harp, a Bowl, and Feathers! Ifa man fhall wilfully give
cither of thefe three to be conditional, it fhall go like another
pledge, but without redemption ; for, it is he himnfelf that has
difgraced his privilege in pledging them.” —Giraidus Came
brenfis’s Tofa{rﬂlpbj of Ireland, Chap. XI. and Hawkins's Hiff. of
Mufic. Vol. 111.

There is a baffo-relievo, of an angel playing on the Crwth,
carved on the upper partot the feats of the choirof Worcelter
cathedral, which was" built by King Edgar in the year ¢57.
Sce Carter’s Specimen of Ancient .S‘::u?‘ur: and Painting, No. 13.
Alfo, I am informed there is the figure of the Crwth amon
the outfide ornaments of the abbey of Melrofs, in Scotland,

* The Crewth, or Crota, was invented by the Britons (for,
) which is
commonly termed violin. Crot, or Crath, by the Britonsgl
fignifies the calf of the leg, the womb or belly ; as alfo by the
Syrians D9 (Crath,) and by the Grecians Kgwood;, fignifies
the womb, or a water-veflel. Baxier’s Wﬁm Antiguitatum
Britannicorum, p. 92, And, Richard’s Welfh DiSionary.e——
i In praife of the Cravth :
 Aur-lais gwin dyvais gan-dant, ar wiw grwth
¢ Gauir tailh pencerdd moliant ;
“ Gavael grawth chwimmath ei chwant,
“ > atbrylith Crawth Rolant*® Margaret Davies, o'r Goedcae-ds.
Alfo, R’:E;: Grythor, who flourifhed about 1580, wasefteem-
ed 2 good performer on this inftrument. And Fobn Morgan,
of Newburgh, in Anglefey, who lived about the end of the
laft century, was one of the lait good performersonthe Crwth.
See likewife gg. 38, 49, &c.
The Cravth s corrupted to Crowd in Englifh ; and a player
upon it was called a Crowther, or Crowder, and fo alfo is 2

the firft place, its antiquity, ornaments, and elegance, are {uf-
pefted ; and particularly the want of a pillar to fupport the
comb of it, which could not eafily be contrived to withftand
the tendion of the ftrings, even if 1t was made of mettle, and
with that lightnefs wi&l which it is defcribed. 1In the next
place,itis d’uﬁiﬁ:atcd as if it was made to ftand without fupport
i an equilibrium manner, which certainly is a very recent |
invention, even fo late as when the pedals were added tothe |
Harp; that is, about 40 years ago. _

I—f:]w::vcr, f!mr.: 1 ;ubrllhcd Iﬁ former edition of this vo-
lume, it has fince been afcertained, that Mr. Bruce has taken
an unlicenced liberty in ornamenting, and altering the origi- |
nal defign of the {aid T heban Harp ; ‘thch now appears to be
rude, and fimple, whe d with his drawing; fee|

common fiddler to this day ; and hence, undoubtedly, is de-
rived the common furname of Crowther, or Crowdecr. Butler,
with his ufual humour, has chara&@érized a common fiddler
and given him the name of Crowdero, in the following paflage,

¢ T, th’ head of all this warlike rabble,
¢¢ Crowdero march’d, expert and able,
¢¢ Inftead of trumpet and of drum,
¢ That makes the warrior’s ftomach come,
¢ Whofe noife whets valour ftrong.” &c.
' ' Hud. Part I. Canto 1I. v. 103.

Alfo, Dr. Johnfon, in his Diionary, derives the fiddle from
the Cravth.

“ Hark, how the Minftrels *gin to fhrill aloud
¢ Their merry mufic that refounds from far;

| CO
Vi dan la Ba m}_’agm Zypte, par vivant Denon § printed
at d:fifii,drﬁﬁi ;.g.lat: 135, Nos. 26, 20, 30,and 31 ; IE:-Thay
be fcen in other works, publifhed by our awn countrymen.

! Romanu/fque L_gl. plaudat tibi, Barbarus Hﬂ.l'?ﬂ_.

% The Pipe, thr; abor, and the trembling Croud,
¢ That well agree with puten breach or jar.”

9 v pencer’s Epithi

‘ 4" Croia Britanna canat. “ His Fiddle, is your r purchafe
Grecus Achilisaca, Gro Venanin dj,,,_;.,,,{ Lib. V1. Carm.8. . *“ Won in the fervice :!’ churches ;’ .
<t Pab pencedd o'r a eflynno Arglwy J’ﬁ:r_ra'd iddo, yr Arglwydd] &%  * And by your doom muft be all.,:d o !'!J

Jé&g 4 law idd, ﬂfﬂ, '@ﬂﬂgﬂ' T *
4

§ 4wy Crawth i un arall, G ¢ To be,or be no more, a Crowd. > Hw?.r.
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1t¢ OF THE CRWTH, AND OTHER MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS OF THE WELSH.

¥’ ) _
- o Dyvaliad Cricth, yn ol Gruffydd Davydd ab Howel ; A delineation of the Crwth, by Gruffydd ab

, Davydd ab Howel : (The original oppofite, is very
defcriptive, and feems to be a prodution of the 1 5th

century.)
Prennol tég biba a gwregis, A fair coffer, with a bow, a girdle,
Pont a brén, punt yw ei bris ; a finger-hoard, and a bridge ; its value is a pound ;
A thalaith ar waith olwyn, it has a frontlet formed like a wheel,
A’r bwa ar draws byr;:i drwyn, with the fhort-nofed bow acrofs ;
Ac 0’i ganol ‘mae dolen, in its centre are the circled found holes,
A gwar buwn megis gwr bén ; andthe bulging of its back isfomewhatlikean old man;
Ac ar ei vrefi gywair vrig, but on its brealt harmony reigns : ’
O’r Mafarn ve geir Miw/ig. from the {ycamore melodious mufic is obtained.
Chwe y/piged o's codwn, Six pegs, if we fcrew them,
A dynna boll dannau bwn; will tighten all its chords ;
Chwe’ thant a gaed o vantais, fix advantageous ftrings are found,
Ac yn y llaw yn gan llais ; which in a fkilful hand produces a hundred founds :
Tant i bib b's yfbys oedd, a ftring for every finger is diltinétly feen,
A dau-dant i’r vawd ydeedd. . and alfo two ftrings for the thumb.

The length of the Crwth is 20§ inches, its breadth at bottom g { ; towards the top it tapers to 8 inches.
Its thicknefs is 1 1% and the finger-board meafures 10 inches in length. This inftrument is much more
extenfive in its compafs than the violin, and capable of great perfettion, therefore, deferves to be con.
fidered. It has fix ftrings, viz. . |

1. Y crds-dant, 1. The acute, or fharp ftring,
2. @’i vyrdon. } 2. and its burden.
3. Byrdon y llorv-dant, } 3. The accompaniment of the low ftring,
4. T llorv-dant. 4. The low ftring.
5. T Cywair-dant, 5. The key note, (or g,)
e 6. @’i vyrdon. 6. and its bafs, |

The ftrings of the Crwth explained, and the ufual method of tuning them *: :

Then tune the sth Tune the 6th :
. Tune the 1/ : : The 2d ftrin The 3d fring o And th i
ft : ftring, or key note { fring to the L 3d fring nd the gth &ri
6th sth 4th 3d 2d1 firing. \e B thiie s y ] sth fring. to the firt. the fifth. to the 3d. g
—— = o } — a i T ‘-——I -
L J i - q E—: - il

, g: i, -©- -9-
. i = i

.The two lower {trings of the Crwth are often ftruck with the thumb of the left hand, and ferve asa bafs
accompaniment to the notes founded with the bow ; fomething in the manner of the Barifon. The bridge
of this inftrument differs from that of the Violin, in being lefs of a convex at the top, a circumftance from
which it is to be inferred that two or three ftrings are to be founded at the fame time, fo as to afford a fuccef-

o fion of concords. The bridge is not placed at right angles with the fides of the Crwth, but in an oblique
direfion ; and, which is farther to be remarked, one of the feet of the bridge ferves alfo for a found-poft;
it goes through one of the found-holes, which are circular, and refts on the infide of the back ; the other

* foot, which is proportionably fhorter, refts on the belly near the other found hole ; which the reader will
@  obferve,on cafting his eye on the delineation of it in the trophy, at bottom of page 89.

' According to a tranfcript from an old Welfth manuferiptin ;.  The following manneér of tuning the Crwth was copied
Sir John Sebright’s library, which mentions a clue that might | from a manufcript of the late Mr, Lewis Morris :
lead one to find out the ancient notes of the Crath; ittells| “ 2 medd i gyweirio Cravth :
me, ¢ that one finger of the Crowder keeps 3 keys, viz.| “ ¥'n gyntav codewch y Crafdant (13v) eyvawch ag y gellir heb
#  Bgowair, Craf gowair, and Lleddv-gowair: and that his indicial | es dorri ; yno codwch y Cyweirdant (59) bump not yn is ; a chodweh
& finger keeps the Go-gowair, and Bragod-gowair.” . This hint |y 64 awyrh nét yn#s na'r Cyweirdant ; ac yno gellir ¢i alw yn
might help a zealous invelftigator of antiquity to unravel the | vewrdin neu *n was iddo ; cyweiriweh yr ail dant (2d) wyth nit yn
myftery ; but unfortunately I have been deprived of my |is na’r eyntav, ac ve wydd yntew yn wyrdon i'r cyntav; a chyaveir-
ancient Creth by a fire, as well as ‘mr irreparableMofs of |iweh y trydydd tant (39), bump nit yn s ndhr cyweirdant ; yng
MARULC FpLs, &Co e t codwes y llorvdant (48) wyth nés yn uweh, oc velly ve vydd y 34
. s vyrden i'r 44y ar Crawth ya ¢i gywair naturiol,” '

o e 9 There
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A DISSERTATION ON THE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS OF WALES. - 1id

There was likewife the Crith Trithant, or Three-ftringed Criith, which was a fott of Violin, or mofe
properly a Rebeck ; fee the mufical trophy : the performers, or Minltrels of this inftrument were not held
in the fame eftimation and refpe, as the Bards of the Harp, and Cridth ; becaufe the three-ftringed Criith
did not admit of equal {kill and harniony, and confequently its power was lefs fenfibly felt : fee more in the
preceding pages 33 and 83.

¢ When the metry bells ring round,
‘“ And the jocund Rebecks found, :
“ To many a youth and many a maid;

¢ Dancing in the checker’d {hade.” Miiton.

The Pib-gorn', or Hornpipe, is fo called, becaufe both extremities are made of horn. In blowing, the
wind paffes through it, and founds the tongue of a reed concealed within. It has feven holes; befides
the aperture, and meafures about 19 inches in length. Its tone is a mediim between the flute and the
clarinet, and is remarkable for its melody. This inftrument of peace, or rural Pipe, is now peculiar to
the Ifle of Anglefey, where it is played by the fhepherds, and tends greatly to enhance the innocent
delight of paftoral life. A’fpecies of a country dance, termed Hornpipe, originally derived its name from
the horn—pipe, by being commonly danced to this inltrument. Alfo, there is a fort of Pipe ufed in
fome parts of South Wales called Cornicyll, (from Corniz, a diminutive of Corn,) which has a concealed
reed on the fame principle as the above, and the mouth-piece {crews off in order to introdiice it ; in other
relpects, this inftrument is made like a common clarinet.

The Pibau, or Bagpipes, I have omitted to mention at the beginning of this differtation, which evi-
dently appears to have been a common inltrument among the old Britons at a very early period, and is
recorded in King Howel’s Laws, about the year 942 *: and Morvydd’s pipes are mentioned as early as the
feventh century ; fee the preceding page 26. Likewile, according to Giraldus Cambrenfis®, in the year 187,
it appears, that neither the Irifh, nor their defcendants the Scots, had the Pipes at that period *. A praife.
poem on the warrior, Sir Howel y Vwyall, written by the Bard, lolo Géch, about the year 1400, contains

the following couplet :

«« A cherdd Chwibanogl a Chéd,
“ Gwawr hoenus, a gior hynod.”

With the mufic of the Bag-pipes,
enliven’d by the prelence of a noted Hero.

Afterwards, it feemis that the Irifh had the pipes, which they ufed as an incentive to valour ; fee p. ¢8.
The Bagpipe was formerly a paftoral inftrumentin England ; and Shakg/pear, who is faithful in national
cultoms, mentions the drose of a Lincolnfbire Bag-pipe 5 : alfo, Spencer °, and others, mention i, But, in the

ingale ; and to wear the fpotted fkin of a lynx. Pan’t Syringa

' The Pib-gorn, or Hornpipe, was formerly a common in-
firnment in Cornwall, as well as in Wales, which is evident
by the following paffages from Chancer :

¢« Controue he would, and foule faile

«« With Hornpipes of Cornwaile.

¢ In Flutes made he difcordance,
And in his mufick with mifchance
He would feine.”” &c.

Romaunt of the Rofe, fo. 135, ed. 1561.
¢« Merry Michael, the Cornith poet, piped thus upon his

oaten pipe for merry England.” Camden,

The mufical inftruments ufed by fhepherds were at firlt
made of car and wheat ftalks ; then of reeds, and of the elder-
tree ; afterwards of the leg.bones of cranes, and horns arfd
bones of animals ; andy of late years, pipes and flutes are
excavated of the box-tree, plumb-tree, cherry-tree, &c.

There is afort of flute called the Englifh tute, Fiffula dulcis,
feu Anglica, or the beaked flute.  Merfennus fays, that fome ot
thefe flutes were a prefent from England to one of the kings
of France, therefore were alfo called Fiffulas regias, or royal
flutes. The Recorder feems to have been the fame as the
Flagelet, Fife, or Helvetian Flute with feven holes, includ-
ing the blowing aperture ; likewife, there is a pipe with only
three holes, which is the affociate of the Tabor.
mentions Foba Price, who was a famous performer on thefe
inftruments.

Pan was efteemed, by the ancient Greeks, to be the Geod of
fhepherds, and to prefide over rural affairs. He is faid to
make fine melody with reeds, to fing as {weet as anight-

*
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was compofedof feven reeds, unequal in length, of different
tones, and joined together with wax, ritus indeed men-
tions a pipe confilting of nine reeds, but feven was the ufual
number. * Nec te paniteat calamo iriviffe labellum Virgil, B¢l 11,
31. 36. Pindar Pyth. Ode XIl.— Lucrét. 1.ib, V.—And fee
the preceding page 97, which appears evident that the Ro-
mans acquired their mufical inltruments from the Greeks
and the Greek had theirs from the Hebrews,—— P

* Leges Wallica, p. 70 ; and the preceding page 85 of this
book ; and note 1t in p. 114.

? Giraldus’s Topography of Ireland, chap. XI.—And

pages 35 and 95 of this work. In the molt ancient account of
this inltrument among theWellh, it is called Pibax, {Fiﬂuld,)
or Pipes :—Leges Wallice, p. 70. Therefore; we have reafon
to believe that the Dritons blew it with the mouth, inftead of
the bellows, like the Irith pipes ; (fee Staniburfli Dublinienfis de
Rebus Hibernia Geflis, p. 38, &c.) nor did they ufe the drone as
the Scots do, until a later period. A poet of the fifjeenth
century, in an Eaglyn on a piper, defcribes it thus ; |

Merfennus |

“ Garw lais o clywais nid clid, i Bibydd,
““ dr babi brat gofod.
“ Gerain ynglev, gryn anglod,
“ Gwydd gam yn gweiddi o’i God.”’ ——
* See 95, and the notesinp 114.
* The firft part of Henry the Fourth ; and the Merchant

of Venice, A& IV. fc. 1. a0
¢ Shepherd’s Calendar.—Fairy Queen, Book VI. Chap.

G

10, 5. 18.—~And Etans’s Old Ballads, V. L No, 3.~
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117 A DISSERTATION ON THE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS OF THE WELSH.

latter centuries, the Pibrash is more generally ufed in the highlands of Scotland than in any part of England
or Ireland ; and it has a moft extraordinary influenge, even at this day, on the native highlanders, in the
time of alion. The viGory of Quebec, in. 1760, is atttibuted by them to the. infpiring effe® of the #
Pibrach™. The rerm Pibra’ch implies the Arm-pipe, from its being blown with the arm. |

The Tabwrdd, Tabret, or Drum, was anciently an inftrument of mirth, ufed upon feftivals, public
dancings, and at celebrations, to accompany, other inftruments®. Sublequensly it was ufed in war, to’
dire& the foldiers in their march, attack, retreat, &c.; for which purpofe a larger drum was ufed than
the tabor. This inftrument is faid to be an Oriental invention.

The old Englith march of the foot was formerly in high eltimation as well abroad as with us; its cha-
raQeriftic is dignity and gravity, in which refpeét it differs greatly from the French ; which, asitis given
by Mer/ennus, is brifk and alert.  Sir Reger Williams, a gallant Welfh foldier of queen Elizabeth’s time,
(and who has therefore a place among the Worthies of Loyd, and Winflanley,) had once a converfation on
this {ubje&t with Marfhal Biren, a French general. The Martfhal obferved, that the Englifh march beaten
" on the Drum was flow, heavy,and fluggith: ¢ that may be true,” anfwered Sir Roger, ¢ but, flow asit is,
it has traverfed your mafter’s country from one end to the other *.”*

The laft, which perhaps fhould have been mentioned before, is the Corn Buelin, or Bugle-Horn, This
inftrument was ufually made in the form of a femi-circle, and received its general appellation from its
being the horn of the Bugle, Buffalo, or wild Ox, an animal formerly common in this iftand. ‘In the
reign of King Howel; there were three principal Horns belonging to the Royal patace; the account of
them I fhall extrat literally from the ancient Wellh laws : |

« Tri Chorn Cyweithas y fydd i’r Brenin,
ac a ddylant véd yn Vuelin : and thofe thould be nf_the: Buffalo :viz.

Ei Gorn Cyvedd, a yvo y Brenin ¢ honaw ; His banqueting, or drinking Horn ; the War Horn
@i Garn Cychwyn, o vo yn ei gyweithas yn waftad ; of his retinye, which was always in readinefs ; ang
a Chorn Hela yn llaw y Pencynydd : the Horn of the Chace, in the hands of his chief

A phunt yw gwerth pob un o horunt.” huntiman: And the value of each of them wag
- Leges Wallica, pp. 266. 3110 @ pound.—-

Three focial Horns are allotted for the ufeofthe Kin £,

“Or & y Pencynydd ynanrbaith gan Deuly y Brenin, U nhe ma&ef of the hounds went out on a foraging
neu gan Ld, caned ei Gorn pan wo iawn idde, adewifed €Xpedition, with the family of the King, or with his
eidion o'r anrbaith.” army, he blew his Horn when it was neceffary

for which fervice he was to choofe an ox from the
military booty.———

Laoger Wallise, p. 41.

* The Bagpipe feems to have long been in ufe, and probably
invented about the fame period as when the bellows wasadded
to the Regal, or the pipes of the Organ. Toward the clofe of
Nero’s reign, he vowed he would bring on the ftage, a ( Hydra-
slam, Choraulam, and Ultricuigrium.) Water-Osgan, a chorus of

+ Klutes and Bagpipes.—Suctonti Tranquelli, Lib, 11. Cap.
Hughes’s Tr tion of the fame : vide Nero. This is t?l
mention of any thing of this kind, that I can find. Alfo,
¢cording to the Supplement to Montfaucon’s Antiguities, tranflated

by Humpbreysy Vol. 111 Book VI1IL. Chap. 1. which fays, the

Latin name of the Bagepipeis Tibia Utricularis, and in Greek

exxavios. It farther mentions a bas-relief of this inftrument

in the court of the palace of Prince Sanita Crota, at Rome ;|

and a fimilar one under the arms of a fhepherd, in the cabinet
of Cardinal Albani. One thing more I fhall notice refpecting
the Bag-pipe, which in French is fometimes called Mufette
Gallica, and Cornamufe Bourdone ; the latter term evidently
originated from the Welth Byrrdém, and whence the Englith
word Burden, or Drone is derived. When any thingis got
into general circulation, this old proverb is commonly ap-
liedto it :

. Ev @ acth bynny ar Gyrs,a Phibau,”
1. ¢. ““ That is become the note of the Horns, apd Pipes.”’—

* Gengfs XX X1, 27.~Exedus XV, ;'..1;1.---.2'1,‘ir 2g X1, 4.~

}y}um C.KLIX- 3-—Vil'ﬂu'$ Gﬂﬂfﬂi:ﬁ- Lib- : ﬁ‘t—ﬂnd P-
85 of thiswork.

il

' b .

4.~ And| little books written by Crouch, under the fi&iu
e earlielt | Robert Burion, entitled Admirable Curiofities,
ac- | ders of England, Scotland, and Ireland,

prettyand deferiptive,that ¥ cannot forbea

““ Rbhegain garm rhyw gawn gormes,

‘“ Rbuglgroen, yn rhoi gwlaw a gwres,”
A Pozm on Thunder by David ab Gavilym-» Jee p. Q1 of this Werk.
* King drthur ; and, Henry the Vih, both conquered France.
The above loa-mot is recorded in one of thofe entertaining

ous e of
Rarities, amm.

The following paetical effufion on the Drum, by Scott, is fo

Il ] 2
““ 1 hate that Drum’s difcordant fnun:;fmducmg“hﬂh
Parading round, and ronnd, and rovnd s
"T'o thoughtlefs youth it pleafure yields,
And lures from cities, and from felds,
To fell their liberty for charms
Of tawdry lace, and ghtrering arms ;
And when ambition’s voice comminds
To march, and fight, and fall in forcign lands
I hate that Drum’s difcordant found,
Parading rownd, and round, and round 3
Lo me it talks of rayag’d plains,
iinfll burning towns, and ruin’d fivains,
nd mangled lymbs, and dying groans
And Widow’s tears, and Orp!%::i's mc:ans 3
And all that Mifery's hand beftows, =
To £l the catalogue of human woes,”

e —
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He likewife founded his fignal Horn in hunting, to animate the hunters and the dogs; and to call the
latter together . The matter of the royal hounds had the fame power of prote&tion within the found of
his Horn, while he was hunting *, as the Chief Bard poffeffed while petforming on his Harp % When his
oath was required in a court of jultice, he {wore by his Horn and his Leathes . By the old Welfh hunt-
ing laws it was decreed, that every perfon carrying a Horn was obliged to know the Nine Chafes ; and that,
if he could not give a proper account concerning them, he thould lofe his Horn 5.

This inftrument had lids occafionally at the ends of it, and was the cup out of which our forefathers
quaffed mead, for which they valued it as much as for it cheering and warlike found®. The merry Horn
was fometimes a fubje& of the Cambrian Mufe. There is a charning fpirited poem in the Rev. Mr.
Evans’s Specimens of the Welth Poetry 7, and verfified by the Rev. Richard Williams®, entiled Hirlas
Owain, from a large drinking Horn ufed at feafts in his palace; and compofed by the Bard Owain Cywveiliog,
Prince of Powys, about the year 1160, and immediately after his great vi&tory over the Englifh at Maelor;
which will give my Reader fome idea, how our famed anceftots uled to regale themlelves after battle," in

the days of Yore:

" Hirlas9, or the drinking Horn of Owen Cyveiliog, Prince of Powis.

UP-ROSE the ruddy dawn of day,
The armies et in dread array

On Maelor Drevred's * field ;
Loud the Britifb clarions found,

The Saxons, galping on the ground,
The bloody conteft yield.———

By Owen’s arm the valiant bled ;
From Owen’s arm the coward fled
Aghaft with wild affright

* From Chriftmas until the month of February, the Mafter of
the Hounds ought tobe with the King when ever he thinks fit. |
And, from the firt week of the month of February, he ought
to take his dogs, his horn, and his leafhes, to go a hunting of
the Roes during the {pring ; and from that time until the
fealt of St. John, at Midfummer, he ought to hunt the roes.
From the ninth day of Oéober it is right for him to go to
hunt the wild Boars, and from that time until the firft of
November. Leges Wallica, pp. 40 and 41.

* Leges Wallice, p. 43.

3 See the preceding page 27.

¢ Leges Wallica, p. 40. . L1

5 See the Wellh Hunting laws at the end of Dr. Davres,
‘and Richard’s Welfh Di&tionaries. ‘

¢ Corn Canu pieufo bynnag, dwygeiniawg a dil.”’ Leg. Wal. p. 27 4.

i. e. A common founding ﬁum of every denomination,
was valued at two pence.

¢ In the royal palace of the Ancient Britons, the Patron of
the Family received a hornful of the belt liquor from the hand
of the King, another from the Queen, and the third from the
Steward ot the houfehold. Leges Wallice, ;H: 16 and 17.

The Comptroller of the Hﬂﬁ&é was allowed the length of his
middle finger of fine ale, and up to the middle joint of the fame
finger of bragget,and up to the firltjoint of mead. Leg. Wal.p.23.

The Mg‘g{;f the Royal Hounds was allowed three hornfuls
of mead in every banquet ; that is, one from the King, ano-
ther from the Queen, and the third from the Comptroller, or
the Patron of the Family. Leger Wallice, p. 39.

The Cup.bearer ; his province was to keep the mead cellar,
and whatever it contained, complete ; alfo, to ferve out the
liquor, and diftribute it to every one according to his right.
He was entitled to a lawful waffail from every fealt in which
there was mead § that is, as much as the veflels that ferved
would contain of a, and half their fill of dragget, and the
third of mead. Leges Wamcch_pp. 45 and 46.

The royal Porter had a veflel in the hall for receiving his
waflail, the comptroller and all the cup-bearers with him, on

|

Let then their hauglity lords beware
How Owen’s jult revenge they dare;

And tremble at his fight.
Fill the Hirlas Horn, my boy;
Nor let the tuneful lips be dry

That warble Owen’s praife 3 _
Whofe walls with warlike fpoils are hung,
And open wide his gates are flung

In Cambria’s peaceful days,s——

out of the horns, and the bowls. He was al{o allowed a horg“al
from the King, anather from the Queen, and the third from
the Mafter of the Horfe, out of the waffail of the followers,.
which was Rtyled Gwirawd yr Eby[dyl, or the Wafail Cup of
the Apoftles; whom they probably invoked at the time of drink-

mng. s W » PP- 47 and 48.
Ei'hiﬁ cuftom was in frequent ufe in old timesP.P 'f‘.l?:;: ﬂ;:m'
invoked the higheft powers to affit the mighty draught: Help
GoTt tnde Maria.—And the Saxen Urpuws, when he con-
veyed certain lands to the church of T'arI, quaffed off the
horn, Deo et §t. Petro. Ulphus’s curious horn is fill pre-
ferved in the catheral at York.—(See the Archeologia, pub-
lithed by the Antiquarian Society, Vol. 1IL p. 8.)  On lefs
ferious occafions, on feltival days, the horn was emptied at

one tip; and then blown to fhew that there was no deceit.
Pm'.rezrmlq to Wales, p. 287.

In former days, Mead was the Nectar of the Ancient Brie
tons, and the Bards often celebrate it. Prince Llywarch Hén
fays, in one of his Poems, ¢ ¥n veddw védd Trén.”

i. e. The mead of Trén made me jovial.——

¢ Cyn myned mab Cynan y dan dywawd, :

“ Cefid yn ei gyntedd Védd a Bragawd.”” Meilir,

Before the fon of Cynan was laid under the fod,

The Mead,and Bragget wereliberally receivedinhishall.

¢ Gwlad Powys mamwys y médd.”’ Dr. F. D. Rbys’s Gramr.

The region of Powys, the mother of nead.————

“ Croyw wir, cryv védd,

“ Cov yw cyvedd”’ 8. Vychan, 17q0.

Pleafing is the remembrance of the clear ale, and ftrong
mead in the banquet.—

There is a place in Anglefey called Llannerch y Méidd, or the
Lawn of Méad. See the Mecad Song by Taliefin, in p.21. Alfo,
theWelfh formerly ufed Clary-wine,& Mulberry-wine. Seep, a1.

7 Specimens of Welfh Poetry, p. 7.

* Page 288, of Pennant’s Wales.

® Hirlas, the epithet of the Horn,
blue, or azure.

' Madlor is a part of the countics of Denbigh and Fliat,

from Air, long, and glds,

the three primary feftivals, vis. Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whit-
funtidey complimented bim, by giving waffail into his ve{fel

Hh

according to the modern divifion.

This
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This hour we dedicate to joy ;
Then fill the Hirlas Horn, my boy,
That fhineth like the fea ;
Whofe azure handles, tip’d with gold,
Invites the grafp of Britons bold,
The Sons of Liberty,—

Fill it higher ftill, and higher,

Mead with nobleft deeds infpire.
Now the battle’s loft, and won,
Give the horn to Gronwy’s fon §

Put it into Gwgan’s hand,

Bulwark of his native land,
Guardian of Sabrina’s flood,

Who oft has dy’d his fpear in blood.
When they hear their chieftain’s voice,
Then his gallant friends rejoice ;
But, when to fight he goes, no more

The feftal fhout refounds on Severn’s winding fhore.

Fill the gold-tip’d horn with fpeed,

(We muft drink, itis decreed.)

Badge of honour, badge of mirth,

That calls the foul of mufic forth !

As thou wilt thy life prolong,

Fill it with Metheglin [trong.

Gruffudd thirfts, to Gruffudd fill,

Whofe bloody lance is us’d to kill ;
Matchlefs in the field of ftrife,

His glory ends not with his life 2

Dragon-fon of Cynvyn’s race,

Owen’s thield, Arwyftli’s * grace,

To purchafe fame the warriors flew,

Dire, and more dire, the conflict grew ;

When flufh’d with mead, they bravely fought,
Like Belin’s warlike fons, that Edwin’s downfall
Wrought, ee——

Fill the horn with foaming liquor,
Fill it up, my boy, be quicker ;
Hence away, defpair and forrow !
Time enough to figh to-morrow.
Let the brimming goblet fmile,
And Ednyved’s cares beguile 3
Gallant youth, unus’d to fear,
Mafter of the broken fpear,

And the arrow-pierced fhield,
Brought with honour from the field.
Like an hurricane is He,
Buriling on the troubled fea.

* Arawyflli, the name of one ofthe cantreds of Powys,

See their fpears diftain’d with gore?
Hear the din of battle roar;

Bucklers, fwords, together clafhing,
Sparkles from their helmets flathing !
Hear ye not their loud alarms ?

Hark ! they fhout—to arms! toarms!
Thus were Garthan’s * plains defended,
Maelor fight began and ended.

. There two princes fought *, and there

Was MorachVervran’s fealtexchang’d for routand feat.

Fill the horn ; ’tis my delight,

When my friends return from fight,
Champions of their country’s glory,
To record each gallant ftory.—

To Ynyr’s comely offspring fill,
Foremolft in the battle ftill ; |
Two blooming youths, in counfel fage,
As heroes of maturer age ;

In peace, and war, alike renown’d,

Be their brows with garlands crown’d ;
Deck’d with glory let them fhine,

The ornament and pride of 277yr’s ancient line !=—

To Selyv fill, of eagle-heart,

Skill’d to hurl the fatal dart ;

With the wolf ’s impetuous force

He urgeth on his headlong courfe.

To Tudor next, great Madoc's fon,

They the race of honour run

Together in the tented field,

And both alike difdain to yield.

Like a lion in the fray,

Tudor darts upon his prey.

Rivals in the feats of war,

Where danger call’d, they rufh’d from far ;
Till fhatter’d by fome holtile ftroke,

With horrid clang their fhiclds were broke ;
Loud as the foaming billows roar,

Or fierce contending windson Za/garth’s* formy fhore.

Fill the horns with rofy wine,
Brave Moreiddig claims it now,

Chieftain of an ancient line,
Dauntlefs heart, and open brow.

To the warrior it belongs,

Prince of battles, theme of fongs !

Pride of Powys, Mochnant’s boalt !

Guardian of his native coaft !

> Gartian, the name of a fort or caltle, fome where near the Severn.
* Probably this alludes to the famous battle of Bangor-y.Guwygyr, in Tlintfhire, fought A, D. 633.

% Talgarily near Machyallaeth, ig Montgomerythire.

7 But,
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But, ah! his fhort-liv’d triumph’s o%r,

Brave Moreiddigis no more !

To his penfive ghoft we’ll give

Due remembrance, while we live ;

And in fairy fiction drefs’d,

Flowing hair, and fable veft,

The tragic Mufe fhall grace our fongs,

While brave Moreiddig’s name the mournful ftrain
prolongs,———

Pour out the horn, (tho’ he defire it not,)

And heave a figh on Morgan’s early grave ;
Doom’d in his clay-cold tenement to rot,

‘While we revere the memory of the brave, s

Fill again the Hirlas Horn,

On that ever-glorious morn,

The Britons and their foes between,

What prodigies of might were feen !

On Gweflyn’s plains the fight began ;

But Gronwy fure was more than man !

Him to refift, on Gweftyn’s plain,

A hundred Saxons ftrove in vain,

To fet the noble Meirig free,

And change his bonds to liberty,

The warriors vow’d. The God of day

Scarce darted his meridian ray,

When he beheld the conquerors fteep’d in gore,
AndGwe/?yn’sbloody fight,erehigheltnoon was o’er,

Now a due libation pour
To the {pirits of the dead,
Who, that memorable hour,
Made the hotftile plain their bed.
There the glitt’ring {teel was feen,
There the twanging Bow was heard ;
There the mighty prefs’d the green,
Recorded by the faithful Bard.
Madoc there, and Meilir brave,
Sent many a Saxon to his grave.

Their drink was Mead, their hearts were true,

And to the head their fhafts they drew ;

But Owen’s guards, in dread array,

Refiltlefs marchalong,and makethe worldgiveway.=

Pour the fweet tran{parent Mead,

(The fpear is red in time of need,)

And- give to each departed fpirit

The honour and reward of merit.

What cares furround the regal ftate,

What anxious thoughts molelt the great,

None but a prince himfelf can know,
AndHeav’n,that ruleth kings,andlays themighty low.

For Daniel fill the horn fo green,

Of haughty brow, and angry mien ;
While the lefs’ning tapers fhine,

Fill 1t up with gen’rous wine.

He nor quarter takes, nor gives,

~ But by fpoils and rapine lives.

Comely is the youth, and brave ;

But obdurate as the grave.

Hadft thou feen, in Maelor fight,

How we put the foe to flight !

Hadft thou feen the chiefs in arms,

When the foes rufh’d on in {warms !
Round about their prince they ftood,

And ftain’d their fwords with hoftile blood.
Glorious bulwarks! To their praife

The prince devotes his lateft lays.
Now, my boy, thy tafk is o’er,
Thou fhalt fill the horn no more.
Long may the King of Kings proted,

And crown with blifs, my friends ele ;

Where Liberty and Truth refide,

And Virtue, Truth’s immortal bride !

There may we all together meet,

And former times renew inheav’nlyconverfe fweet!

I was fortunate in meeting with one of thefe celebrated Horns at Penrbyn, near Bangor, in Caernarvon.
fhire, formerly the fpot where Roderick Molwynog, Prince of Wales’s palace ftood, and afterwards the feat
of the Griffiths’s. By the initials, and a creft on the Horn, I find that it belonged to Sir Rbys Gruffydd,
and fubfequently to his gallant fon Sir Piers Gruffydd, a diftinguithed naval officer, who fhared in the
honour of defeating the Spanifb Armada, and other valiant a&ions ; he was living in 1598. This Horn
was found many years ago in removing fome rubbifh clofe to the tower of the old houfe *; from the top
of which, probably, it had been dropped or loft, becaufe every chief Lord of a diltri&, formerly poflefled a
fimilar Horn, which occafionally was blown from the higheft turret of his houfe, as a fignal to call around
his vaffals in a cafe of danger. I made a corre& drawing of it, which I have cauled to be engraved in
the trophy of the mufical inftruments in p. 89, where the Reader will fee it hanging on the top of the

' The prefent owner of Penrbynis now Lord Penrhyn, who married a defcendant of Archbifhop Williams, and by which

marriage he came to that eftate.

Trumpets were firlt founded before the Englifh kings, by order of Offa, in the year 7 go.

triple
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‘triple Harp. ' The original is the moft elegant antique I ever faw; it is tipt with fculptured filver, arid
decorated with a beautiful filver chain * ,

In the time of the princely Bard Llywarch Hén, about the yeat 560, the Bugle Horn was then in equal
eftimation, both to excite heroifm, as well as for a mead cup, which appears by the following fragments :

Y Corn a’'th roddes di URIEN; Urien, loudly found the Horn that I gave theey

A’i arweft aur am i én, with the golden rim about its brim ;

Chwyth ynddaw o'th ddaw angen.  found it when thou art put to extremity;—=
From Llywarch Hén's Elegy on bis Sond.

Anoeth bydd brawd yn cynnully It will be a cruel tafk for a brother to circulate the bugle-liorn.
Amgyrn buelyn am drull, It grieves me to think of convivial banquets,

Rbhebydd viled Reged dull / fince the lord of Rbeged’s numerous troops are flain.

Anoeth bydd brawd yn cynnwys, *Tis unmeet to permit the circulation of the

Amgyrn buelyn, amwys drinking horns ! ’tis doubtful,

Rbhebydd wviled Rbegedwys. whether the noble Chief was implicated or not.

Handid Eurddyl avlawen benoeth, -  Eurddyl is forrowful, and aged ;
A lluofydd amgen, ftript of her ornaments, deprived of a general

Yn Aber-Lleu lladd Urien ! . that had norival ¢ at Aber-lleu was Urien flain | s
: From Llywarch Hén's Elegy on Urien Reged, King of Cambria. .

St. Patrick, the Briton, who was educated at Glaftonbury Abbey, and beiag illuftrious for his fan&ity,
was fent to Ireland, in the reign of Laogaire, fon of Nial the great, about A. D. 432, to convert the Irilh
to Chriftianity. Giraldus farther relates, ¢ that St. Patrick had a Horn, which was not of gold, but of
brafs ; that Horn was afterwards brought to Wales from Ireland ; but, what is remarkable of that Horn is

this, that, by applying the opening of ;he larger end to the ear, one may hear a {weet-founding noife
emitted through it, like the melody which is ufually fent forth by the naked Harp gently touched *.”’

The Bugle Horn appeatsalfoat a very early period among the Gauls ; for, Cz/ar, in the account of his
.~ wars, fays, * thereis an animal ir the Hercynian Foreft called the Uri, (or Buffalo,) and they who kill the
greatelt number, and produce their horns in public as a ptoof, are in high reputation with their country-
men. The natives preferve them with great care, tip their edges with -filver, and ule them inftead of
cups on their moft folemn feftivals *.”

The Udgotn, or Trumpet: God himfelf vouchfafed to give dire&tion to Mofes for the making of that
inftrument ; faying, ¢ Make thee two Trumpets of filver ; of a whole piece Jhalt thou make them 5 that thou

mayeft ufe them for the calling of the affembly, and for the journeying of the camps*.”” Among the Hebrews,
the privilege of founding the Sophar, or Trumpet, in religious ceremonies, was referved to

* The dimenfions of the Horn ate the following : the dia-

meter of the femi-circle 13 inches and §. The whole line of
the femi-circle 21 inches and §. The diameter of the drink-
ing end 2 inches and §. The diameter of the blowing end
rather above §. And it contains about half a pint.—

*» Giraldus’s Topography of Ireland, Chap. XVI.

Amongft fome papers of the late Mr. Edward Llwyd, the
antiquary, dated 1706, I find the drawing of a brazen horn
which was found at Belliniwr, near Carick-fergus, about 20
~ years before ; two others were found at the fame time. This
horn was then in the cuftody of Mr. Malcolm of Bellimagan, at
Antrim, in Ireland ; it refembles a fow-gelder’s horn, but has
no aperture in the fmalleft end, and probably the cap was on,
as there is a ring at the point. It was two feet long, and of
a curve fhape.

In Staffordfhire, formerly, there was a white Hunter’s Horn,
decorated in the middle and at each end with filver, gilt ; to
which alfo was affixed a girdle of fine black filk, adorned with
buckles of filver, in the middle of which is placed a coat of
arms, fuppofed to be that of Jobn of Gaunt, dukeof Lancalter,
about the year 1390. That horn was the infirument by which
the Efcheator and Coroner, through the whole honour of Zutbury,
in the county of Stafford, and the Bailiwick of Leyke, held his
office. Mr. Samuel Foxlow of Stavely, in Derbyfbire, now enjoys
the poft sbovementioned, by this tenure, and in virtue of his
being in poffeffion of the faid Hunter’s Horn. The offices con-
veyed by the Horn were thofe of feadary, or bailiff in fee; 4. ¢.

Hereditary Steward of the two royal manors of Eaff aud We
Leake, in Nottinghamfbire, Efcheator, Coroner. and Clerk of the
Market, of the honour of Tutbury; the fecondof which offices,
viz. Efcheator, is now in a manner obfolete.” Blount’s Ancient
Tenures, by Beckwith, pp. 156, 303 ; fecond edition.

Alan Sylveftris received the Basliwick of Wirral forefl by the
delivery of a Horn. Sece Chefhire, in Camden’s Britannia.

The Pufey family in Berkfhire have a Bugle Horn which
formerly was prefented to one of their anceftors by King
Canute, the Dane, about the year 1019; and by which inftru-
ment they ftill hold their lands. There is a print of that
curious Horn in the Archeologia, publifhed by the Antiqua-
rian Society, Vol. I11. p. 13 ; as well as of the Borflal Horn,
in ‘E 1 ; and Lord Bruce's Hora,in p. 24 of the fame volume.
Likewife, I am informed, there is a Bugle Horn belonging
to the chapter or church of Duwrbam; and another at
Corpus Cﬁryﬁ College, Cambridge,  bee alfo the Gentleman’s
Magazine for January 1752.

The Jager Horn, or hunter’s mufic of Ruffia, ufed by the
grand Mafter of the Hunt to his Imperial Majelty, is made
of thin brafs, and in form refembling the 7uba of the an«
cients, that is, ftraight, excepting a {fmall part of the blow-
ing end, which is bent nearly in a right angle.-

$ Cafar’s Commentaries, Book V1. 26.

+ Numbers, Chap. X. &c. Numbers XXIX. v. 1, & XXXI.
Diodorus Siculus fays, the Gauls had Trumpets after the Bare
barian manner ; Book V. Chap. 11,

the
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the priefts alone * ; and we find they performed this office in the war againft the Midianites

¢ Sound an alarm, your filver Trumpets found,
“ And call the brave, and only brave, around.” . :
I have now concluded the account I intended of the Mufical Inftruments of the Ancient Britons, or

Welfh, viz. the Harp, the Crythau, the Bagpipes, the Pibgorn, (or Cornicyll,) the Bugle-Horn, and the
Tabret, or Drum ; that is, Six in number; the two Crwths being the fame fpecies of inltrument ; the
Pibgorn, and the Cornicyll likewife, fo fimilar to each other, that Iinclude them as one. Two of the above
inftruments were unfortunately omitted in the mufical trophy, at the beginning of this Differtation ; that
is, the Bagpipes, and the Cornicyll, as they are now but rarely to be feen in Wales, and confequently were
forgot to be delineated, till after the engraving was executed.—— i

The following are the National Melodies, or Bardic Tunes and Songs of the Aboriginal Britons, {or Wellh,
who formerly inhabited all this ifland,) which have been handed down to us by tradition, and fome of them
from very remote antiquity : Thefe have often refounded through the Cambrian halls, in the days of feltival,
with an unlimited harmony of Harps, Cruwths, Pipes, and Voices. The original melodies of the Airs are
preferved here with the moft fcrupulous fidelity : the only licence 1 have taken, is the addition of new Baffes,
and have given Variations to many of the Tunes; becaufe, fince the regulat Eifeddvodau, or Bardic
‘Congrefles, have been difcontinued, which were the confervators, and correttors of our Mufic, Poetry, and
Hiftory, the performers on the Harp, and Crwth of the latter ages had forgot, and mutilated the original
harmony of thefe ruins of genius. Moft of them were never before committed to writing, at leaft not
in modern notes. I have colletted thefe Bardic Songs, and Tunes, with infinite pains, from hearing the
old Muficians, or Minftrels of Wales, play them on their inftruments, and from their being chaunted by
the Peafantry, as well as the Pennillion, or Poetical Blofloms, which are ufually fung to thefe Melodies,
and were retained in the fame oral manner 3. What is moft pleafing to the generality of people, is that
which is moft familiar and common, and this accounts, in fome degree, for thele venerable remains of
Mufic, and Poetry, ihaving fo long been preferved by tradition. A

The ftriking merit of many of thefe native Melodies, is that of theif being fo extremely charafleriftic
of their origin: fomeé of them probably were extempore compofitions of the Bards*, excited by incidental
events, on various occafions, at diffcrent periods. Some are Mournful, and Pathetic ; others breathe a fpirit
of Heroifm * ; fome are tin&ured with Gaiety and Mirth; others again with Rurality, Simplicity and
Love, as refined tafte is always moft favourable to love, and friendfhip. But, the choicelt ftyle of mufic of

the Welth themfelves, is that in the Bragod Gywair, (in the compound, or minor key,) which generally
exprefles a plaintive content, or a pleafing tranquillity°. Even the moft inferior of thefe Tunes, and Ballads

are not deftitute of harmony, or nature. Some of the Airs undoubtedly are very ancient ; and the lateft
of them were probably compofed previous to the reign of Elizabeth’. See more on the fubjet in the pre-
ceding pages 54,and 55, alfo among the following Mufic; and in the Second Volume of this Work.

¢« As down the fteep of Snowdon’s fhaggy fide

¢¢ Such were the founds, that o’er the crefted pride
¢ He wound with toilfome march his long array.”” Gray’s Bard,

¢¢ " Of the firlt Edward fcatter’d wild difmay,

In the early ages, the charater of a Druidic- Bard was perhaps the moft revered, and accomplifhed of all
others ; it appears alfo, that Mufic was fo united with Poetry, Mythology, Philofophy; Governmert,
Manners, and Science in general,' that an univerfal knowledge was requifite to qualify a Bard for the
-attainment of {o exalted a rank and ftation *, e———

t ¢ And the Levites ftood with the inltruments of David,
and the priefts with Trumpets.” 2d Chronicles, Chap. XXIX.
v. 26. ** And feven prieftsfhall bear before the ark fevenTrum-
pets of rams-horns : And the feventh day ye fhall compafs the
city feven times, and the priefts {hall blow with the Trum-
pets.” Fofbua, Chap. VI. v. 4.—1 Kings, Chap. L. v. 34 and 39:
— ¢ Blow up the Trumpet in the new moon, in the time ap-
pointed, on our {olemn feaft-day.”” — Pfa/m LXXXI. v. 3.—

* Numbers, Chap. XXXI. v, 6.—2 Chronicles, Chap. V, v.
12. Deuteronomy, Chap. XX. v. 2.—1 Maccabees, Chap. Hﬁ?.
§8.— Exodus, XI1X.v. 19.

‘¢ By the loud Trumpet which our courage aids,
é We learn that found, as wellas fenfe, perfuades.” Waller.

The Cornet was a different inflrument from the Trumpet,
and probably blown by the Chiefs. See the 2d Book of Samuel,
Chap. VI.v. 5.—Daniel, Chap. 111. v. 5.—1 Chronicles, Chap.
XV.— Fudges, Chap. VII. v. 18.and 22.—

The tone of the Bugle Horn is more melodious and fofter

than the brazen Trumpet, and poflibly it would be farther

heard. The Welfh terms for a Trumpet are Udgorn, Tolgorn, or
Lli gorn; and a Trumpeter is called Bardd-birgorn, orthe Long
Horn Bard ; therefore, probably the Welfh Heralds found-
&d the Trumpet.—See alio the preceding pages 30 and §8.—2
Chronicles, XX. v. 21, 28.—And 1 Chronicles, XV. v. 5§ and 28.

3 See the Pennillion and Sonnets in p. 60, &c.

+ « Thefe venerable ancient Song-enditers '
¢ Soar’d many a pitch above our modern writers ; }
¢« With rough majeltic force they mov’d the heart,

« ‘And ftrength and nature made amends for art.”” Roawe.

s If Heroic Songs had ftill been'continued to be fung, as they

were formerly, 1L am well perfuaded that our modern warriors
would have fought with greater fuccefs than they fometimes
bave donei——

¢ The refources in mufic are inexhauftible ; and Dr. Johufon

fays, that Mufic is the only fenfual pleafure without wice.

1 Vide the explanatory notes to the different Tunes.

* See thefeven excellencies in p: 83 ; the games in p. 36: And,

the feparation of the Bardic profeffion in pp. 29, 83,84, and 8.
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