
TRAPEZIUM
by Craig Shoemaker    (1956)

Trapezium is Copyright © 1988 by Craig Shoemaker with All Rights Reserved 
World Wide.

Trapezium was composed and realized while I was living in College Park, 
Maryland, in the United States of America.  The final product was a magnetic 
tape containing the realization.

Trapezium, a composition for a "modernized piano-roll piano player", was first 
publicly performed at the University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland, in 
1988, which is the same year the composition was completed.

The performance consisted of playing a magnetic tape which held the acoustic 
sound of the music.  Many years later, perhaps around the year 2010, 
Trapezium was performed at a composer's concert of the state of Maryland's 
Friday Morning Music Club.

The timbre of the piece, though similar to a grand piano, is shallower, and thus 
appropriate for what I wished to express.

There are some irregularities in the score due to computer software limitations 
that existed at the time Trapezium was composed:

1)  If a notated slur begins on a note or on a rest, the slur actually begins on the 
very next note.

2)  If a measure is blank, or if a measure is left partially blank at its end, this 
denotes silence.

3)  Sometimes dynamic markings appear packed or scrunched together.  The 
originally spacing of the dynamic markings did not hold up over time.  But, 
each dynamic mark is attached to a particular note (and also applies to any 
notes which follow it), regardless of the physical placement of the dynamic 
mark on the page.  When dynamic marks are packed together, this almost 
always indicates an attempt by me to have the machines play a "notated" 
crescendo or decrescendo.  Sometimes, as well, actual crescendo and 
decrescendo marks are used (as these were also communicated by the software 
to the music making machines).

As an aside, for that time period, in the middle to late 1980's, I used a 
Macintosh Plus computer running Deluxe Music Construction Set which, in 
retrospect, was an amazing piece of software for creating music.  However, due 
to the extremely small Macintosh Plus computer screen, I, of course, went 
through reams of paper printing out the score at 50% reduction on a slow dot-
matrix printer so that I could see what I was doing while composing the music.

This score of Trapezium was uploaded by me, the composer, Craig Shoemaker, 
to http://www.imslp.org, that is, IMSLP, in March of 2015.
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