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Hearing a crow with no mouth

Cry in the deep

Darkness of the night

I feel a longing for

My father before he was born.

Ikkyû

Remarks, Notes and Instruments  

1. Please beat the first 4 beats at the beginning in an exagerated manner to indicate 

to the audience that the silent firstbar is very much a part of the music.  

2. The concept of nothingness has had a powerful influence on the Zen theology. 

Accordingly the music which starts with silence, ends with a heart-beat dissolving into silence.  

3. Projecting the poem on a screen for the audiece and projecting appropriate Sumi-e  paintings 

would provide for an interesting multi-medium presentation for a concert.

4. The tone poem should last approximately 16 minutes.  

INSTRUMENTS:

Piccolo (3rd Flute) 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes 

1 English Horn 

3 Clarinets in Bb 

3 Bassoons 

4 French Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in Bb 

3 Trombones 

Tuba 

Timpani 

Tubular Chimes, 48 inch or larger Gong (2 Percussionists) 

Harp 

12 - 16 1st Violins 

10 - 12  2nd Violins   

6 -  8   Violas (Half as many as 1st violins)      

6      Violoncelli      

4     Double basses

Ikkyû was a 15th Century Japanese poet and Zen Master.

The poem was translated by Sôiku Shigematsu
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