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PREFATORY NOTE.

ALTHoUGH considerable attention has been given to the resuscitation
of Church Music, Glees and Madrigals, Organ and even Harpsichord
Music by the older English composers, very little has been done to
make known the large mass of music for the Violin written by
English musicians from the time of Purcell to the close of the
eighteenth century. These works for the most part consist of
Suites or Sonatas written for a solo violin with a figured bass, or
for tyo violins and violoncello with a figured bass for the harpsichord
or organ; another favourite form was the Concerto grosso.

It is with the object of making known to the public a selection
of the best of these compositions that the present series has been
undertaken,

ALFRED MOFFAT.

WILLIAM BABELL.

Born 16go. Son of a bassoon-player, from whom he received instruction in
the elements of music. Studied composition under Dr. Pepusch. Celebrated for
his harpsichord playing, and was an excellent violinist. For some years occupied
the post of organist of All Hallows’' Church, Bread Street. According to Johann
Mattheson surpassed even Handel as an executant on the organ. Member of
George the First’s private band. Hawkins records that Babell led a dissipated
life which brought about his early death at Canonbury, September 23, 1723. He
was buried in the church of which he had been organist. DBabell arranged much
operatic music for the harpsichord, some of which was published in Paris as
Op. 8 and some in London by John Walsh under the following titles :—

The Lady’s Entertainment or Banquet of Musick; being a Collection of the
most celebrated Aires & Duets. . . . . Curiously Set & Fitted to the
Harpsicord or Spinnet. (Circa 1715.)

Suits of the most Celebrated Lessons Collected and Fitted to the Harpsicord
or Spinnet. (Circa 1718.)

He also composed twelve solos for a German flute and six concerti grossi for
small flutes and violins. Shortly after his death the following work was
issued : —

Chamber Music. XII Solos for a Violin or Hautboy with a Bass, figur'd for
the Harpsicord. . . .:. Compos’d by Mr. Wm. Babell. Late Organist of
Allhallows, Bread street and One of his Majesties Private Musick. Part
the First of his Posthumous Works. London. Printed for I. Walsh.

This was followed by a second book of twelve similar sonatas.
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b VIOLIN.
SONATA m B major.
Edited by
Alfred Moffat. William Babell. 1690-1723.
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VIOLIN. 5

GAVOTTE.
Allegro spirifoso.
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