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MESSE SOLENNELLE k\ i\

in C# minor
1900

Op. 16

SATB CHOIR WITH DIVISIONS AND TWO ORGANS







Foreword

This edition of Louis Vierne’s ‘Messe Solennelle’ was prepared in 2018 by Benjamin Teague, who is
indebted to the following people for their assistance in preparing the vocal edition of this score:

Spencer Arias
Benjamin Pinnow
Michael Pilley
Dominic Ellis

Stephen Savage
Dalton Ringey
Christopher Hutchings

Louis Vierne (1870 - 1937) was a French organist-composer born in Poitiers. As he suffered from
congenital cataracts as a child, he was essentially legally blind from birth. Later studies with César
Franck, Charles-Marie Widor and others in Paris during the 1880s proved essential to his later
career as organist-composer. He later became a teacher at the Paris Conservatoire, teaching such
people as Joseph Bonnet, Marcel Dupré, Maurice Duruflé, and Nadia Boulanger.

This work was written between 1898 and 1900, originally planning the piece chorus and orchestra,
but later was persuaded by Widor to prepare this two organ edition. It was premiered in St. Sulpice,
Paris in 1901, with Vierne and Widor playing together.

Benjamin Teague
Cardiff,
Wales

28th February 2018
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO

(The Gloria may be intoned)

Allegro risoluto d=172
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