
Palestrina

Missa Brevis

Source: Third Book of Masses

Original clefs: G2, C2, C3, F3.

These imply downward transposition, of a fourth as is normal with Palestrina.

An upward transposition of a tone has also been applied in respect of the probable

difference of pitch.

The resulting voice types are Cantus: a low soprano called Mean in England, sung by

unbroken voices, ranging here from B to E, but in other works from A to D or E, 

Altus: a high tenor ranging from E to A

Tenor: D to F# and Bass : F# to A.

The resulting rich sound world is quite different from that obtained when

the transposing effect of the chiavette is ignored.

Modern choirs might assign both altos and tenors to the Altus part.

Underlay represented by repeat signs has been expanded and prefixed with an apostrophe.

The absence of dashes and underscores as found in the part books has been reproduced here.

If "rie" of Kyrie is set to a single note, sing "ri" and elide the e with that of eleison following.

Editorial accidentals are shown by a small circle.

Ligatures have not been indicated in the interests of clarity.

There are two variants in the Altus in the second Hosanna:

Bars 2 and 3: Semibreve F#, Breve F#, Semibreve E as transposed,

given by Haberl following the Gardano reprint of 1599. The double suspension is exciting,

and there are some splendid double suspensions in Agnus Dei II in the present work,

but the reading of the first print of 1570 as given by Washington has been preferred here.

Bar 10: Minim B, Semibreve A, Minim G in the 1570 print. The 1599 version has been

preferred here, as a musical response to a doubtful passage, whoever wrote it.

Unfortunately the copy of the Altus partbook in the Österreichischen Nationalbibliothek goes

straight from the Benedictus to Agnus Dei I, omitting the second Hosanna altogether,

though the other partbooks include it.

Canon Symphonizabis means canon at the unison.
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