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C H A R L E S 
J 

f 

Duke of Somerfet, 
Earl of Hv^RTFORDi 

VifcoUnt Beauchamp o£H AT C H, 
© 

Baron Seymour of TKOWBRIDGE, 

Chancellor of the Univerfity ofCAMBKiDGE, 

Lord High Steward ofCHlCHESTERi 

And Knight of the moft Noble Order of the GARTER, 

0 U R Grace has been pleas'd fo particularly to favour the 
Compofition of the Mufick in Dioclefian, that from 

thence I have been encouragd to this prefumption of De¬ 

dicating not only It^ but alfo the unworthy Author of it to 
lour EroteBinn. All Arts and Sciences have receiv'd their firfi 
encouragement from Great Ferfons, and owe their Fropagation and 

Succefs to Their efleem: like fome fort of Fruit-trees, which being 

of a tender Conjlitution, and delicate in their Nature, require the 

Jhadow of the Cedar to Jhield their Infancy from Elites and 

Storms. 
Muffk and Foetry have'ever been achiowledgd Sifters^ which 

walking hand in hand, fupport each other j As Foetry is the harmo¬ 

ny of Words, fo Mufick is that of Notes: and as Foetry is a Rife 

above Frofe and Oratory, fo is Mufick the exaltation of Foetry. 

Both of them may excel apart, but fure they are mofi excellent when 

they are joyiid, becaufe nothing is then wanting to either of their 

F erfedl ions: for thus they ^appear like Wit and Beauty in the fame 

Ferjoa. Foetry and Fainting have arriv'd to .their perfehtion in our 

own Country: Mufick is yet but in > its Nonage, a forward Child, 

A 2 which 



The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
whkb ^ives hope‘of what it may be hereafter in England j when the 
Mafters of it Jhall find more Encouragement. 'Tis now learning 
Italian, which h its befiMafter, and fiudjing a little of the French 
Air, to give it fomewhat more of Gayety and Eafhion. Thus being 
farther from the Sun, we are of hater Growth than our Neigh hour 
Countries, and mufi be content to Jhake of our Barbarity by degrees. 
The prefint Age feems already dtfposd to be refin d, and to dtfiin- 
guifh betwixt Wild Eancy, and a juft, numerous Compofition. So 
far the Genius of Tour Grace has already prevail'd on Us: Many of 
the Nobility and Gentry have follow'd Tour llluftrious E^xample in 
the Batronage of Mufick. Nay even our Boots begin to grow ajbam'd 
of their harjh and broken Numbers, and promife to file our uncouth 
Language into fmoother W'ords. 

Once more, therefore, 1 prefume to ofer My Self and this Com- 
pofition with all humility to Tour Graces BroteBion, at leaft till I 
can redeem fo mean a Brefent by One which may better deferve Tour 
Acceptation. Be pleas’d to pardon my Ambition, which had no other 
means to obtain the Honour of beingmade known to Tou, but only this. 
The Town, which has been fo indulgent to my fir ft Endeavours in this 
kind, has encouragd me to proceed in the fame Attempt; and Tour 
Eavour to this Trifte will.be a good Omen not only to the Succefs of 
the Next, but alfo to all the future Berformances of 

% 

Your Grace s moft Obedient 
* 

' f ’ 

' V . .*4 ' ^ ' 

' ■ ^ and moft Obliged Servant, 

Henry Purcell. 
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pair, with the youthfull, the Gay, the Wit—ty, and Fair. May all harmlefs de- 
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•lights, Happy dayes and kind Nights, for ever attend this bleft Pair. May all 
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harmlefs delights Happy dayes and kind Nights for ever attend this bleft Pair. 
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l*dc re-fufe the Throne of Jove, (hould power 

rde re-—fufe the Throne of Jove, (hould power 

jef—ty " de*ftroy c'ln, power 

Give me, give me, give me doubts, or give me, give me fears, giye me, give me, give me jealou 
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•—move c’m, I approve e’ni, I , ' I approve .e’m. 
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ne’er my foul In — thrall, give me con-tent and I have all. 
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and I have all; That fbfc that fwcet that Charming Fair, 
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It has been objefted that lprne,of the Songs ate alr^dy'common 5 but 
I prefume that the SubfcriberV^ pe&l(al of the . Wpr^ iWill ’eafily be 
convinc’d that they are not the Effential Parts of it. 

I have, according to my Promifc in the PrOpofals, been very carefull in 
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pence of compleating this Edition. 
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