
4 piano works 

on the theme of old age and memory 

 

Visiting very elderly and infirm patients created the following musical 

responses, partly written in order to purge painful memories. 

 

1. Anxiety. Rapid, breathless chatter gradually calms and then 

recurs.  

 

2. Is that face in the mirror mine? Watching the confusion arising 

from not recognising one’s own features in a reflection. 

 

3. Fitful sleep - a depiction in two sections of conversations about 

particularly lucid recollections of deceased family members in 

dreams, sometimes comforting, sometimes disturbing. 

 

4. Would you say that again? Repetition in old age is 

commonplace. This movement plays on the exchanges of a 

single idea in a small group conversation.  

 

Ken Hannaford 20.03.2019 
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