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P R E F A C E.

THE Leflons of DoMINIcO SCARLATTI have ever been efteemed by Mufical Theorifts for

their many excellencies of Tafte, Genius, and Originality.—But this Acknowledgement

of Merit has hitherto been confined to a very limited Circle; their reception into General
Prattice having been greatly retarded by the mény fuperfluous and ftudied difficulties with
which they abound.—In Manulfcript, their obfcurity was not without an intention ;—as they
were exprefsly compofed for the Praétice of a very brilliant Performer, the Infanta MaRr1a, to
whom ScaArRLaTTI was Mafter of Mufic; every Opportunity was taken by the Author to

introduce difficult and affeéted Paflages, for no other ufe or reafon than merely as extraordinary

exercifes for the eminent ability of his Pupil.

To remove thefe Obftacles, which have, in {fome meafure, obicured fuch admirable Leffons

from Public Notice, and that they may, in future, be more readily underftood by the Student,
has been the principal Defign of the prefent Editor.—In the firft Inftance—he has fele&ted the
moft beautiful movements—ifuch as are of diftinguithed excellence—divefted them of their

pedantic difficulties, and arranged them in difinét Leflons ;—the frequent and unneceflary

introduétion of the Tenor Clef, intended only to perplex the Sight of the Performer, he has
every



2 P R E F A C E

every where rejeCted, and fubftituted in 1ts ftead that of the Treble, as being more familiar to
the generality of Praclitioners ;—unnatural and cramp pofitions of the hands, he has avoided
or altered, that the fingering might be rendered eafy and graceful ;—and he has been enabled,
by the imprévement of modern Inftruments, to reftore fome paflages and amend others, which
the Author himfelf muft have admitted, had the Harpfichords of his Time extended as high
in Alt, as do thofe of the prefent day.—Thefe, as fome of the principal amendments, will be
particularly {feen in the firft and fourth Leflons, efpecially in the Allegro movement of the
former.

Among the enthufiaftic admirers of ScARLATTYS Leflons, was the late Dr. ARNE, who
always confidered them, with the ¢ Suites de Pieces” of HANDEL, as the beft calculated
Performances to compleat the Pratical Part of a Mufical Education.—And the Editor of the
enfuing Work, muft here acknowledge himfelf indebted to that celebrated Mafter for many
improvements which were advifed at the time he was the Doétor’s Pupil, and when thefe
clegant Pieces of Harmony conftantly made a Part of his daily ftudies.—The advantages of

this valuable aid firft induced him to a revifal of the Work, an Epitome of which 1s now

fubmitted to the Amateurs of Mufic; under the Title of ¢ The Beauties of Dominico Scarlatis”
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