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OVERTURE
TO
S AR CORIOLANUS. Tiv%ooeusynosran

(Director of Music to the Corporation of Bournemouth)

This Overture was composed in the Spring of 1807 fur a drama of the same name. In this work Beethoven laid the first foundations of the “concert
overturep destined to influence the later siructure of the symphonie poem.to which Liszt had recourse in order to give his poetic ideas .a fuller musical
expression than was possible within the limits -of the old forms.

Beethoven in his Overture keeps two aims in view— the musical characterization of his hero. and the illustration of the scene between Coriolanus, his
mother, and his wife, in the camp before thic gutes of his nutive town. The themes which he employs for his purpose are in admirable contrast. The first re-
-flects the stexn,unyielding nature of Coriolunus, tiie second is a cantilena of almost feminine tenderness, suggestive of tears and supplications. After these
themes have been worked up to more than one climux, the third subject appears which is submitted to lengthy development.

n  Allegroconbrio.
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