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The Nightingale

Words by Kenneth Hodgkinson Music by David Sumbler

 

Nos. 1 & 2: tacet

[During the introduction of No. 3 the Emperor (baritone) enters, thoughtfully carrying a book – (his score, with a

suitable cover).  He walks to his place or dais.  He may sit, or remain standing for the duration of No. 3.  He

opens the book and reads aloud, finger tracing words.]
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No. 5: tacet

Cue: (Narrator) “So the Chamberlain returned to the Emperor and told him not to believe all he read in books.

The Emperor was furious.”
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Lento (� = 69)

Narrator:

One by one they crept upstairs, to look at their dead Emperor.   They entered the bedroom —
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Narrator:

— and stopped, astounded.
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Emperor speaks:
Good-morning!
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Narrator:

The bed was empty.   Over by the window

stood their Emperor.   He turned, and smiling

at their astonished faces, he said to them:
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