SUITE PRIMEVAL

On Tribal Indian Melodies

for

GRAND ORCHESTRA

In two Parts

Composed by

Charles Sanford Skilton

<0

PART 1.
1. Deer Dance (Rogue River, Oregon) II. War Dance (Cheyenne)

PART 1II.
I11. Sunrise Song (Winnebago) IV. Gambling Song (Rogue River,Oregon)
V. Flute Serenade ( S7ouz) VI. Moccasin Game (Winnebago)

Also issued in the following special arrangements
FOR SMALL ORCHESTRA
(arranged by Chariles J. Roberts.)
I. Deer Dance (Rogue River, Oregon) I1. War Dance (Cheyenne)

The same for MILITARY BAND (arranged by M. L. Lake)
The same for STRING QUARTET (arranged by the Composer)

<0<~

FOR PIANO SOLO

I1. War Dance (Cheyenne) (Transcribed by Carl A. Preyer)
V. Flute Serenade (Srouz) VI. Moccasin Game (Winnebago)

The “Sioux Flute Serenade’” and ‘“‘Moccasin Game’ under title“\Vinnebago ‘gevel”
also included in a set of three compositions published for piano solo under the title of Three
Indian Sketches.”’

PHONOGRAPH RECORDS
(By Symphony Orchestra)

I. Deer Dance (Rogue River, Oregon)| Columbia Phonograph Co.&
II. War Dance (Ckeyenne) Pathe Préres Phonograph Co.
V. Flute Serenade (Sioux) Columbia Phonograpk Co.

Carl Fischer

BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO




Program Notes X

The first two numbers of the SUITE PRIMEVAL were originally published
as TWO INDIAN DANCES for string quartet, and their first performance took
place in January, 1916, by the Zoellner Quartet, to whom they are dedicated.
During the summer of that year the composer, while at the MacDowell Col-
ony in Peterboro, N.H., scored them for orchestra, and their first perform - -
ance in this form occurred at Minneapolis, Minnesota, on Qctober 29th, 1916,
when Mr. Emil Oberhoffer produced them with the Minneapolis Symphony Or-
chestra. The remaining numbers aim to complete an impression of the life of
the Indian of the West in his primeval surroundings.

Charles Sanford Skilton, the composer, is of New England ancestry, and was
born at Northampton, Massachusetts. He is a graduate of Yale, a Fellow of
the American Guild of Organists, and at present Professor of Organ, Theory
and History of Music at the University of Kansas. The tribal melodies
have all been obtained from the Indian students of Haskell Institute,a gov-
erment school located near the University. |

SUNRISE SONG: Melody supplied by George La Mere, a Winnebago In-
dian. A morning worship song used at sunrise in the Spring time by this
tribe. The tribal melody is the violoncello solo.

GAMBLING SONG: Melody supplied by R.R. DePoe. A social ceremony
of the Rogue River Indians. Before the coming of the white man gambling
was an innocent game among the Indians, resembling childhood sports. In this
instance members of two tribes were seated facing each other and rapidly
passed from hand to hand small sticks, one of which was marked with a red
thread; the other side would guess the location of the marked stick, and, if
successful, take their turn at passing. The contestants trained for this event
as if for an athletic contest and considered it a great honor to be selected
It was regarded as a test of the favor of the Great Spirit, and the winners felt
themselves encompassed by a bright light, while the losers seemed to be in semi-
- darkness. Members of both tribes standing around chanted the melody.

FLUTE SERENADE: Melody supplied by George La Mere. Among most In-
dian tribes it is a custom of courtship that the lover, concealing himself at twi-
light near the tepee of the maiden of his choice shall serenade her by playing
on the flute traditional airs. If favorable to his suit the maiden shows herself
and he is encouraged to make further advances. The melody employed in this
piece is traditional among the Sioux Indians, and is played on a large wood -
en flute about two feet long, blown from the end like a clarinet.

MOCCASIN GAME: Melody supplied by George La Mere. A variety of the
gambling game used among the Winnebago Indians. Four squares of moccasin are
spread on the ground, under which an Indian rapidly passes a marble back and
forth,.while his opponent with a stick raises the square under which he thinks
the marble is concealed. The spectators sing the melody with continuous drum
accompaniment.
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Dedicated to the Zoellner Quartet 7

Gambling Song

(ROGUE RIVER, OREGON)

Charles S,anford Skilton
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