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Program Notes

The Indian Dances were originally composed for string quartet and their initial
public performance took place in January, 1916, by the Zoellner String Quartet, to
whom they are dedicated. During the summer of 1916 the composer, while at the
MacDowell Colony in  Peterboro, N. H. scored them for orchestra, and their
first performance in this enlarged form occurred at Minheapolis, Minn. on October
29, 1916, when Mr. Emil Oberhoffer produced them at a concert with the Minneapolis
Symphony Orchestra.

* » »

The Deer Dance is part of the annual memorial service of the Rogue River
Indians of Oregon for those who have passed away. The opening melody is intoned
by the chief singer and taken up in turn by the assembled company. Then follows a
comemmorative speech by the chief, suggested by the cadenza for the solo ’cello, after
which the melody is repeated. After this the dance proper begins with a livelier
melody in two-four time accompanied by the drum in three-four time, a cross rhythm
not uncommon in Indian music. While the melody is rendered by the chief singer and
the women, the middle-aged men accompany with an interval approximately a ris-
ing minor third, while the old men utter a similar falling third, the whole combining
with the drum in a curious bit of primitive ensemble. While this is going on the com -
pany stands in a semi-circle, men and women alternately, and presently dancers pass
in and out amongst them, imitating the hunter pursuing the deer and other exploits of

the deceased.

The War Dance needs no special comment beyond the fact that it is a Cheyenne
melody, accompanied throughout by the drum.
* * »
Charles Sanford Skilton, the composer of these Indian Dances, is of New Eng -
land ancestry, and was born at Northampton, Mass. He is a Yale graduate, a Fellow
of the American Guild of Organists ,and at present Professor of Organ,Theory of Music

and History of Music at the University of Kansas.
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Two Indian Dances

NO1 Deer Dance

Charles Sanford Skilton
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